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Ontario Government Regulations and 

Resources

Proof of Vaccination Guidance for Businesses and Organizations under the 

Reopening Act – September 14, 2021 version: 

https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1000807/ontario-releasing-guidance-to-support-proof-of-vaccination-policy

Ontario Vaccine Certificate Regulations: 

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21645



Vaccine Government Regulations 

• Who is responsible?

• What is fully vaccinated?

• When is checking proof of vaccination 

required?

• No information can be retained.

• Where is proof of vaccination required?

• Who is required?  Who is exempt?

• Other info from Guidance Document



Vaccine Government Regulations 

Who is responsible for checking proof of 

vaccination?

• The business/organization that is open

• Rental/Permit Agreement and Safety Plan 

will dictate:

• Facility

• Club

• OVA Event Staff or Host



Vaccine Government Regulations 

What is fully vaccinated?

• Received Vaccine:

• Full series of vaccine authorized by Health Canada or any combination,

• One or two doses not authorized, followed by one dose of mRNA authorized 

by Health Canada, or

• Three doses of a COVID-19 vaccine not authorized by Health Canada

• Received final dose at least 14 days before providing proof of being fully 

vaccinated



Vaccine Government Regulations 

When is proof of vaccine checked?

• Upon entry, check vaccine proof

• Remember health screening, contact tracing still required

• Patron is not permitted to enter unless proof is provided or exemption applicable

• Refusal to provide proof – individual will not be permitted

➢ Information cannot be retained

• If receipts have been collected, 

• record the date viewed, 

• then delete



Vaccine Government Regulations

Proof of Vaccines

Validation of identification must also be undertaken to ensure that vaccination receipt offered by the patron 

belongs to them. Validation of vaccination will be based on two key identifiers:

1. Name of the identification holder; and

2. Date of birth.

Note: A photo identification is not required.

Proof of identity can be established using documentation issued by an institution or public body, provided 

it includes the name of the holder and date of birth. 

Examples of identification documents include:

• Birth certificate

• Citizenship card

• Driver’s license

• Government (Ontario or other) issued identification card, including health card*

• Indian Status Card /Indigenous Membership Card

• Passport

• Permanent Resident card

• Health Card (only if voluntarily provided – do not ask for it)

Note: expired identification is acceptable



Vaccine Government Regulations 



Vaccine Government Regulations 

Where is proof of vaccination required?

• Indoor areas of facilities used for: 

• Sports and recreational fitness activities, including

• Personal physical fitness trainers

• Spectator area

• Meeting and event space

• Other indoor settings, restaurants*

*See gov’t regulations for complete list of indoor settings

"The venues that we have chosen are responsive to the risk that we have found in Ontario. If the 

risk increases in other venues, we can add and implement additional measures to protect 

Ontarians." - Ontario’s Medical Officer of Health Dr. Kieran Moore



Vaccine Government Regulations

Who is Exempt?

• Patrons under 12 years of age

Medical Exemptions:

• Present written document from physician or nurse with:

• Documented medical reason, and

• Effective time-period



Vaccine Government 

Regulations

Who is required to provide proof?

• Athletes 18 years and older

• Individuals, including under 18 years 

using exercise equipment, fitness area

• All spectators, including youth

Not required to present vaccination 

proof

• Youth under 18 years of age participating 

in organized sport

• Note:  proof of vaccination not required 

for workers or volunteers including 

coaches and officials



Setting Activity Proof of 

Vaccination*

Indoor 

premise of 

a facility 

used for 

sports and 

recreational 

fitness 

activities

Youth under 18 years of age actively participating in an organized 

sport, including training, practices, games and competitions. 

Youth under 18 years of age using a gym or other area with exercise 

equipment of weights 

Youth spectating, including at sporting events 

Adult (18+) patrons accessing the facility for any purpose, including 

parents or guardians of youth participating in an organized sport 

Proof of Vaccination Guidance for Businesses and Organizations 
under the Reopening Ontario Act 

*unless patron qualifies for an exemption



Vaccination Guidance Document

Further requirements

• Guidance document provides baseline requirements to comply with

• Business/Organizations can establish their own additional policies or 

requirements

• Recommended to consult lawyer

• RTP needs posted on club website, including:

• How to provide proof of vaccination and identification

Next Steps

• Sept 22 - Oct 22 use paper copy of receipts with ID

• Expected launch date Oct 22 - Enhance digital vaccine certificate with QR 

code

• Verification apps will be available for business



Vaccination Guidance Document

OVA insurance coverage does not cover fines for breaking the law.

Penalties

• Failing to comply with the requirements of O. Reg. 364/20 can result in charges under 

the Re-Opening Ontario Act (ROA).

• If charged under Part I of the Provincial Offenses Act (POA), set fine amounts are 

$750 for individuals and $1,000 for corporations.

• Maximum penalties based on a prosecution under Part I or Part II of the POA include 

fines of up to $100,000 and up to a year in jail for an individual; up to $500,000 and 

up to a year in jail for an individual who is a director or officer of a corporation; and up 

to $10 million for a corporation.



OVA and the Regulations

Check Rules -

• Facilities and permit issuers may have stricter rules

• Universities and colleges

• Local Public Health Units may add further requirements

• If we want to rent and play in their facilities, we must follow their rules

• Remember to follow all return to play protocol requirements

• Keep checking – rules can change quickly



Step 3 Protocols

• Step 3 protocols are still to be followed, even with the new vaccine certificate 

system 

• Indoor facilities are operating at 50% capacity, capacity limits must be posted

• You must physical distance and wear masks, except for athletes actively 

participating on court 

• Referees and coaches must use hand whistles 

• Clubs must track daily health screening and have contact tracing lists 

• Clubs must have COVID protocols posted on their website in a conspicuous 

location 

• For full protocols, visit: https://www.ontariovolleyball.org/ova-return-to-play

OVA and the Regulations

https://www.ontariovolleyball.org/ova-return-to-play


COVID Data tracked by Government

• 610 daily covid cases

• 7 day running average 711 cases

• Reproduction number is 1 – therefore the number of new cases will not 
change because 1 person infects 1 other person.

• Further measures are likely

• Hospitalizations in ICU – 85% unvaccinated

• In Hospital not ICU – 75% unvaccinated



COVID Data



Referees

• Currently, the OUA, OCAA and various school boards are mandating fully vaccinated 

referees to work their matches.

• All proof of identification and vaccinations are to be uploaded to the 

OVA: https://ontariovolleyballassociation.formstack.com/forms/referee_proof_of_vaccinat

ion_submissions

• Once files are uploaded, Kelvin Cheng will be reviewing and destroying the electronic 

files. Kelvin has shared a spreadsheet via Google docs with all Ontario assignors. Kelvin 

will be updating this spreadsheet daily for the assignors with referees that meet all 

requirements for each sport body.  

• Anyone with a valid proof of exemption documentation from a physician is asked to 

email Kelvin directly at kcheng@ontariovolleyball.org and not upload via the FormStack

link. 

• Referee registration is open on the Membership Registration system: 

https://mrs.ontariovolleyball.org/Account/Login

• All registered referees are receiving an electronic whistle, face mask and purple card as 

part of their membership for the 2021/22 season to ensure requirements are met for 

working referees at facilities across Ontario. 

https://ontariovolleyballassociation.formstack.com/forms/referee_proof_of_vaccination_submissions
mailto:kcheng@ontariovolleyball.org
https://mrs.ontariovolleyball.org/Account/Login


Ontario Government Regulations and 

Resources

Proof of Vaccination Guidance for Businesses and Organizations under the 

Reopening Act – September 14, 2021 version: 

https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1000807/ontario-releasing-guidance-to-support-proof-of-vaccination-policy

Ontario Vaccine Certificate Regulations: 

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r21645



Questions?



Thank-you OVA community!


