MYHA Board of Directors

Dunn County Ice Arena

July 12, 2010

Meeting Minutes

MYHA Mission and Vision were read by Erik Davidson

Call to order was made by President Scott Strong at 7:01 p.m.

MYHA board members present were:  Scott Strong, Aaron Keopple, LeAnne Talberg, Erik Davidson, Pam Entorf, Beth Janvrin, Brent Miller, Lori Paulson, Aaron Richartz, Tim Rowan, Jane Strong
MYHA Members present were:  Jamie Lawrence Olson, Terri Bollinger, Kristi Hendrickson, Erik Hendrickson, Paul Wurtz, Scott Weber, Carrie Cook, Shannon Coehn, Nicole O’Dell, Dave Halama, Tim McCulloch, LaRae McCulloch, Donna Rudiger, Greg Anderson
Chippewa Youth Hockey members present were:  Pete Patetta, Tim Scobie, Steve Gibbs, Mike Armstrong
Ice Board Update:

Facility will be turned over to county for fair time.  New lights have been installed and were in place in time to receive the rebate for energy efficiency.  Old lights will be re-used by Dunn County elsewhere.  Insurance rates for the facility have been re-worked and will be 5.6 K this year.  This is a decrease from previous years.  The Ice Board has been discussing whether to carry the additional coverage to allow for outside rentals such as the circus, car shows, tack sales, etc.  It is $2,650 for additional coverage and income from these rentals brings in $7,000 – 8,000.

Hockey Ops:  Erik Davidson

Discussion was held regarding a potential girls hockey co-op between MYHA and Chippewa Youth Hockey Association.  A history of the past year of U14 Menomonie/Chippewa team was presented by Scott Weber.  He explained what a good experience the combination team was for the girls in that age group and thanked CYHA for allowing the girls to skate with them last year.
Over the summer there was a MYHA committee formed to discuss potential co-op with CYHA.  MYHA members of the committee included Scott Weber, Kristi Hendrickson and Terri Bolinger.  
Kristi Hendrikson presented some of the highlights of the agreement between MYHA and CYHA.  Ice time will be attempted to be 50-50 Chippewa and Menomonie.  The goal will be for the team to have 3 practice times per week.

A co-op coaching committee would be formed and a Menomonie representative would be present to express the opinion of MYHA in the matter of coaches.

Registration process, volunteer work hours and fundraising requirements would all be kept within each association.  Each association would have a tournament at their location and all parents from both associations would be responsible for working BOTH tournaments.

Terri Bollinger addressed classification of play:
Current numbers of skaters in each association are as follows:
U14 – MYHA 6 skaters/CYHA 7 skaters
U12 – MYHA 4 skaters/CYHA 9 skaters

Terri presented a background of the MYHA/CYHA High School Co-op.  
The committee is proposing that the girls at the U10 level play within the Squirt teams.  A girls team will be presented at the levels of U12/U14, and it is suggested that at those levels girls be required to skate with girls.
Dave Halama spoke and suggested that having girls skate girls would be a good way to support the development of girls hockey moving forward. Playing on a boys team is not an option for girls in high school.

Tim McCulloch spoke in favor of the co-op.  As coach of the 2009-2010 MYHA U10 team, he mentioned the difficulties during this past year with trying to compete with a very small team.

Donna Rudiger spoke and offered her understanding of and support for the girls co-op.  However, she stated that her daughter Payton would like to play with the Pee Wee team as she has in the past.  She read a letter from Payton regarding her desire and reasons for wanting to play on the Pee Wee team.  Mentioned USA Hockey guideline that girls who try out for a boys team and make it should not be denied the opportunity.

CYHA member Tim Scobie spoke regarding the experience CYHA had while transitioning to requiring girls to skate girls teams.  He stated that it was difficult and painful at the beginning of the process but that the girls soon came together as a team and really enjoyed the experience of skating with the new girls team.  
Scott Strong asked Steve Gibbs whether they grandfathered in any players who had previously played with boys teams.  Steve Gibbs stated that CYHA did not allow any grandfathering.  All girls were immediately required to play on their age and gender appropriate team.  He expressed that it was a difficult transition at first but as time went on they were able to grow together as a team and formed strong friendships.
Scott Strong asked the CYHA representatives whether it would be “all or none” with regard to the girls hockey agreements.  The CYHA members present indicated that it may be “extremely difficult” to pass the agreement without parity between the associations on the issue of requiring girls to skate on age and gender appropriate teams.
Scott Strong asked the CYHA/MYHA reps what they would like for us to get done tonight in order to move forward with the co-op.  The answer was that they would like the agreement to be affirmed tonight, with the understanding that there may be some minor tweaking to the document.
A motion was made by Pam Entorf that MYHA accept the co-op document as presented and U12/U14 age girls play with their age and gender appropriate co-op team and U10 age girls will play with Squirts.  Motion was seconded by Tim Rowan. A voice vote was taken and the motion passed.   MYHA/CYHA co-op agreement was approved.
Greg Anderson spoke to request a release for his daughter Rachel Anderson.  She was released from MYHA last year and played at Baldwin.  There was no age appropriate team at MYHA for her.  She has made friendships and become part of the team there and is hoping to again be released to play at Baldwin.  Aaron Richartz made a motion to release Rachel Anderson from MYHA for the 2010-2011season.  Pam Entorf  seconded the motion and it was approved unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report:  Mary Kerg
Mary Kerg distributed the MYHA Treasurer’s report for review.  Discussion was held regarding how to better structure the deposit checks to make sure they are able to be cashed at the end of the year.

Mary presented a new tournament reimbursement policy for review.  Discussion was held regarding the proposed policy.  A motion was made by Jane Strong to approve the policy as presented.  Motion was seconded by Lori Paulson and approved unanimously. 

 Mary Kerg was nominated to the MYHA Treasurer position for the upcoming year.  She accepted the nomination but stated she would like to transition out of the position as soon as an acceptable replaced is identified.  Pam Entorf nominated Mary Kerg to the MYHA Treasurer position.  Motion was seconded by Brent Miller and approved unanimously.

Motion made by Tim Rowan to approve the Treasurer’s report as presented.  Pam Entorf seconded the motion and it was approved unanimously.

President’s Report:  Scott Strong
Contact information for WAHA book reviewed by Scott Strong.  Please inform him of any changes to this information ASAP.  
Scott has received a request from Jim Gorecki for his son Cooper be allowed to play down a level next year.  He is age ten, and has special needs and they would like him to stay at the level he is at.  Motion was made by Pam Entorf to allow Cooper Gorecki to remain at this current level.  Motion seconded by Jane Strong.  All approved and motion passed.  Scott Strong will call Jim Gorecki and inform him of this decision.
A few budget items were discussed. The budget for 2010-2011 will be put together in the next month.
General Operations:  Lori Paulson

Discussion was held regarding a potential increase in skating fees for the upcoming season.  This increase would bring in approximately an additional $3,300 in revenue for MYHA.  A motion was made by Tim Rowan to accept the fee increase, second by Brent Miller.  Motion approved unanimously.

Concessions:  Beth Janvrin

Beth has been brainstorming ideas to increase sales in the upcoming season.  She will be meeting with the team soon and starting plans.

Tournaments:  Pam Entorf

Some ideas for the next season tournaments were discussed.   Stay tuned for more as we get closer to tournament season.
Scheduling:  Tim Rowan

No update at this time

Fundraising:  Aaron Richartz

No update at this time

Ice and Recognition:   Brent Miller

No update at this time

Communications:  Jane Strong

July 20th  is the deadline for the late summer edition of the Chatter.  Please get your articles to Jane for publication.
Registration dates for the upcoming season will be publicized.
A motion to adjourn was made by Brent Miller and seconded by Tim Rowan.  Motion passed unanimously and meeting was adjourned at 9 pm

