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Eden Prairie Girls Basketball Association 
COVID-19 Preparedness Plan
Updated as of February 18, 2022



A. Introduction
The health and well-being of our athletes remains our top priority. To ensure we have a safe and healthy program, EPGBA has developed the following COVID19 Preparedness Plan in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Coaches, parents, players, and volunteers are all responsible for implementing this plan.
Our goal is to minimize the risk of COVID-19 entering our environment and spreading amongst our community, and that requires full cooperation. Only through this cooperative effort can we establish and maintain the safety and health of all persons in our program. 
EPGBA program will follow Eden Prairie Schools protocol https://www.edenpr.org/community/covid19 for student athletes and coaches who have tested positive, or are experiencing symptoms of COVID or have had exposure to an individual who has been diagnosed with COVID.  

Even with these procedures, EPGBA cannot guarantee that you and/or your child(ren) or other individuals participating will not become infected with COVID-19. Further, attending program activities could increase your risk and your child(ren)’s risk of contracting COVID-19. Participants and their parents/legal guardians should consider the risks before participating in any EPBGA activities. Participating in EPBGA activities is voluntary. 
By attending any EPGBA event, you voluntarily assume all risks related to exposure to COVID-19 and agree not to hold EPGBA or its officers, directors, employees/contractors, or volunteers liable for any illness or injury.

B. EPGBA COVID Guidelines

1. Before Arriving at the Gym:
· All players, coaches and EPGBA authorized team volunteer (i.e., team manager, parent on duty) must conduct a health self-screening before participating or attending any EPGBA activity. If a player, coach or EPGBA authorized team volunteer has a fever of 100.4F or higher, new onset and/or worsening cough, shortness of breath or combination of other flu/cold/COVID symptoms, that person MUST stay home. 
· Please utilize the COVID-19 Decision Tree for People in Schools, Youth - Minnesota ...
             link determine if the player, coach or EPGBA authorized team volunteer needs to STAY HOME
· It is recommended that fully vaccinated people who have had a known exposure to someone with COVID be tested 3-5 days after exposure regardless of whether they have symptoms. (CDC)


2. Arriving at the Gym and During Program Activities:
· Players should be dropped off no more than 5 minutes from the start time of the activity and proceed directly to the assigned court.
· All students in grades K through 6 are required to wear a face coverings while at EPGBA sponsored events. 
· As of Friday, February 18th, 2022, we will no longer require EPGBA participants to wear face coverings while in Eden Prairie facilities, regardless of age or vaccination status.   Face coverings are still strongly encouraged, and participants can always feel free to wear them if they wish.   
· When wearing face coverings, wear those that cover your nose and mouth and fit snugly against the sides of your face.
· Maintain at least six feet of distance between people when possible. This includes participants, coaches, and spectators.
· Staying home when sick with symptoms of COVID-19 is essential.
· Student-athletes, coaches and team personnel should confirm that they are
symptom free. These confirmations should be aligned with the CDC’s
· No parents or fans (beyond coaches) will be allowed at practices. Game
attendance is determined by site policies. 
· Please know that if the district or a school building enters into distance learning mode due to COVID-19 outbreaks and/or the local case numbers rise into the zone of mandatory distance learning, all facility rentals will be shut down. The district will decide when rentals can resume.
· Equipment: 
· Each player will need to bring their own basketball. 
· Each player MUST bring their own mask, filled water bottle. There is NO sharing of food or drinks. 
· Social Distancing: 
· Spread out on benches/side lines, during “huddles”, individual warmups/cool down, as possible. 
· Refrain from contact before normal practice/game interactions. NO high-fives, handshake line, etc. 
· When players are not in the drill/scrimmage/game, social distancing should be followed.
· All EPGBA travel and in-house teams may ONLY participate in league/tournament games scheduled by EPGBA. 
· Attendance Tracking: 
· One coach per team must keep attendance records regarding which players and coaches are at each practice and game for use by EPGBA COVID-19 team in the event that contact tracing or notifications are necessary.


3. After Program Activities: 
· Exit facility immediately following practices/games/etc.
· Players should be picked up outside 
· Players and Coaches should wash/sanitize hands, wipe down basketballs, etc. 


C. Communications Plan and Reporting
Should anyone participating, coach or player, in program activities be diagnosed with COVID-19 or been close contact exposure to someone with COVID-19, they should immediately contact Molly Anderson, Co-Travel VP and COVID Plan Administrator by completing EPGBA COVID exposure form, and follow proper healthcare procedures as laid out by their health care professional, including quarantining. 

A player’s parent should also notify their player’s school if diagnosed with COVID-19. 

EPGBA will review reported illnesses and exposures, and work with MDH (via Red Cap Reporting) and Eden Prairie School District for contact tracing and to provide notifications to EPGBA players and coaches and Team Opponents who may have been exposed.
Please see https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/quarguide.pdf for quarantine guidance.  

Failure to comply with EPGBA Preparedness Plan by a player, coach, parent or volunteer can result in a penalty or suspension of that individual and team, including up to suspension of all EPGBA teams, from practicing and/or participating in games/tournaments.



D. Close Contact Definition 

1. In a practice:
· All team members and coaches are close contact to each other

2. In a game:
· All players on both teams are close contact to each other
· Coaches are close contact to the players on their own team
· Coaches are NOT close contact to opposing team’s players
· Coaches are NOT close contact to opposing team’s coaches
· Referee(s) are NOT close contact to players and coaches

According to the Minnesota Department of Health, if face coverings are worn correctly by students who are in close contact with a student who has a positive case of COVID, the contacts do not need to be quarantined. This is consistent with an exception identified by the Centers for Disease Control.



The EPGBA understands there is a potential for immediate changes to these procedures and the use of school facilities; up to and including immediate suspension of programs.    

DISCLAIMER: The guidelines provided in this plan are for general informational purposes only and are not intended as, or should be relied upon as, specific medical or legal advice. All players, coaches and their families are strongly encouraged to consult with qualified medical personnel and/or public health officials for medical advice.

Eden Prairie Girls Basketball Association makes no warranties or statements as to the completeness, reliability and accuracy of the information contained in this plan. Using any information in this plan, you do at your own risk and specifically release from any liability, Eden Prairie Girls Basketball Association and their directors, staff, coaches, and volunteers in connection with the use of this information.







AppendixA:

Reference Material 
Eden Prairie Schools COVID-19 Facility Use Roles & Responsibilities for Renters
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ou1HpMqa1CjbLKgsaJqODDI_1mkFyufNOVBiPVMHUKE/edit#

Minnesota Youth Basketball Alliance Return to Participation Protocols & Toolbox: 
http://myas.org/mn-youth-basketball-alliance/covid-19-tool-box/
Decision Tree for COVID-19 Symptoms or Exposure: https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/schools/exguide.pdf
Minnesota Department of Health (MDH): Coronavirus: http://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus
Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) testing site information: https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/testsites/index.html
COVIDaware MN App: 
https://covidawaremn.com/
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