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TO:  	SOUTHERN PLAINS COACHES & STATE LEADERS
FR:	RUSTY DAVIDSON
RE:	NATIONAL COACHES COUNCIL

Coaches and Leaders,
	I was originally supposed to be on a conference call for SafeSport, tonight.  For good reason, that call has been postponed until June 26th.  I’m anxious to get you up-to-date information about how new SafeSport application will impact us in Fargo, as well as our 2019 – 2020 membership year.
	I DO have some Fargo-related input for you, though.  If you haven’t already seen Coach Mayabb’s recent, he included a single-page summary of the CHALLENGE / VIDEO REVIEW process to be used in Fargo.  This piece sort of caught us off-guard, as your National Coaches’ Council was not invited to preview it.  It is, however, accurate, simple and well presented by USWOA Leadership.  
Please take a look at that attachment.  Review it, in camp, with your Athletes and ALL your Coaches.  Create ways to build in the interruption of a challenge, during some of your hot goes, in camp.  We have to be able to maximize our delivery of information / motivation, any time there’s a break in the action.  No Athlete profits from watching us rant and rave, while the jury is watching video !
I want to make a little segue, here, and brag about our Southern Plains Championship.  We worked hard, in Mulvane, to get both our Officials and Coaches some quality reps at getting the Challenge Process correct.  When invited to the scoring table, the Mat Chair or Jury Member should politely ask what it is the Coach wants them to watch for.  Coach, you need to deliver the Right information, in as few words as you can.  Let them see you understanding of the action… not your emotion !
On to my brag… Wow, we had a great Southern Plains, this year !  The venue, in Mulvane was a serious upgrade.  As always, Mike Juby and the Kansas Team dotted all the I’s and crossed all the T’s, in terms of organization, preparation and presentation.
Both our quantity and quality were up, which is not easy to do.  The Southern Plains continues to attract caliber athletes, from around the Nation, knowing they can come here and be tested.  This really helps our great kids discover new levels and our good kids test themselves against great.  Congratulations to all our kids and their families.
The quality of our competition puts our Coaches in situations to practice, diligently, at our Technical, Tactical, Strategic preparation, as we move on to the other Championship Events of June and July.  The Southern Plains has many of the finest, best educated Coaches in the country.  It’s genuinely FUN to watch these ‘Volunteer Professionals’ perfect their craft.  Please thank and congratulate all your State Coaches for me.


Our officiating was damned near perfect, from a Referee’s perspective.  That does not imply that there weren’t errors.  What it means is that the hearts and minds were right, and that the errors bore fruit.  
The Southern Plains generally puts together the best Teachers with the best Students in all of officiating.  No other region attracts the numbers of young, nor the great teachers, that we do.  This puts our own strong, up-and-comers in the best situations to study and achieve.
When you ask pretty much anyone… not what Brought them to Wrestling, but what Kept them… they’ll tell you about Relationships.  Admitting my own Southern Plains bias, that may be our greatest selling point.  
When you think about the relationships formed, over the decades, competing in our region, I’ll challenge anybody to show me any better.   And for that, I am grateful.
I’ll get you one more update, including that SafeSport stuff, before Fargo.  RD
 

