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USA Disabled Hockey:
Disabled Athlete of the Year
On the evening of June 5th, USA Hockey recognized the 2019 USA Hockey's Disabled Hockey Athlete of the Year. Daniel C. Belding recognized for his hard work, dedication, and passion for the sport of Blind Hockey. Since picking up Blind Hockey, Daniel has helped start a team in two different states, and continues to be a wonderful advocate for the sport at tournaments, festivals, and other events.

Daniel has worn many hats in such a short time. From one of the founding team members of the Visionaries Blind Hockey, to coach and leader of Indiana Blind Hockey, to co-captain of Team USA, Daniel truly embodies the spirit of teamwork and love for the game.

Congratulations to Daniel on his achievements. We are excited for what the future holds for you and the sport of Blind Hockey.
Important changes coming from USA Hockey!!!

Dear USA Hockey members and parents,

We have made some important updates to the USA Hockey SafeSport Program and this correspondence outlines how they affect you as a member of USA Hockey. We understand this letter contains a lot of information, but communicating this information to you is part of USA Hockey’s obligation as the national governing body for the sport of ice hockey in the United States. Please take the time to review all information below. We thank you in advance for your time, and for your support and dedication to the safety of participants in USA Hockey programs.

As the national governing body designated by the United States Olympic Committee for the sport of ice hockey, USA Hockey, including all of its “Participants” (described more fully below), is subject to the jurisdiction of the Center for SafeSport. The Center for SafeSport is an independent non-profit organization committed to ending all forms of abuse in sport, including bullying, harassment, hazing, physical abuse, emotional abuse and sexual misconduct and abuse (more information about the Center for SafeSport can be found at www.safesport.org). The Center has two primary functions:

•
It is an office for education and outreach, which develops training, oversight practices, policies and procedures to prevent abuse (the SafeSport Training required to be taken by USA Hockey participants is produced by the Center for SafeSport); and

•
It is an office for response and resolution that establishes mechanisms to report, investigate and resolve allegations of misconduct (the Center has exclusive authority over allegations involving sexual misconduct, and discretionary authority over other forms of misconduct, including bullying, harassment, physical and emotional abuse).

USA Hockey enacted its SafeSport Program in 2012 by compiling and updating its longstanding policies prohibiting sexual and physical misconduct and hazing, for background screening and locker room monitoring, and our codes of conduct for coaches, officials and administrators, into a comprehensive program aimed at eliminating misconduct and abuse in USA Hockey programs.

The new updates to USA Hockey’s SafeSport Program arise from federal law (the Protecting Young Victims from Sexual Abuse and SafeSport Authorization Act of 2017), which created the authority and requirement for the Center for SafeSport to enact policies to protect minors from abuse in sport. The policies adopted by the Center for SafeSport are known as the Minor Athlete Abuse Protection Policies (“MAAPP Policies”), and are required to be adopted by the national governing body of each sport. USA Hockey has incorporated the MAAPP Policies, as well as changes by the Center to its SafeSport Code, into the USA Hockey SafeSport Program Handbook, a copy of which you can find here [LINK]. For your reference, copies of the Center’s MAAPP Policies and the Center’s Safesport Code can be found at www.safesport.org/policies-procedures.

Among the important changes to the USA Hockey SafeSport Program are:

1. SafeSport Jurisdiction. The rules and provisions from the SafeSport Code and USA Hockey SafeSport Program apply to persons within USA Hockey defined as “Participants.” Participants include any person who is seeking to be, currently is, or was at the time of an alleged violation:

a.
Registered with USA Hockey as a Registered Participant Member (players and coaches), Referee, or in the Manager/ Volunteer category;

b.
Serving as a member of USA Hockey’s Board of Directors, on a national level council, committee or section, or in any other similar positions appointed by USA Hockey;

c.
A coach, official or staff person (e.g., trainers, physicians, equipment managers) for any USA Hockey team, camp or national level program;

d.
An employee of USA Hockey, a USA Hockey Affiliate or Member Program; and

e.
Authorized, elected or appointed by USA Hockey, a USA Hockey Affiliate or Member Program to a position of authority over minor athletes or to have regular contact with minor athletes (even if not registered with USA Hockey).

2. Mandatory Reporting by Participants. All Participants defined above are required by the SafeSport Code and by law to report actual or suspected sexual misconduct or child abuse to the Center for SafeSport and, when appropriate, to applicable law enforcement. The Center will have exclusive jurisdiction for the investigation and resolution of such reports related to a person’s eligibility for USA Hockey programs. USA Hockey retains the authority to investigate and resolve allegations of SafeSport policies that are non-sexual in nature. Information on how to make a report to the Center for SafeSport and/or USA Hockey can be found at www.usahockey.com/makingareport.

3. SafeSport Training. There are several changes to the SafeSport Training requirements, as required by federal law and the Center for SafeSport:

a.
SafeSport Training is required for all adults that have regular contact with minors which, as explained more fully below, includes adult-aged players on the same team with minor athletes.

b. Beginning this season, SafeSport is required every year rather than every other year (however, anyone who completed training in the most recent season (2018-19) will retain valid training status for 2019-20, and will complete training annually beginning in 2020-21).

c.
A person must first take the course known as “Core Center for SafeSport Training,” which is taken online and takes approximately 90 – 120 minutes to complete. After that a “Refresher Course” is available each subsequent year for a person that has completed the Core Center for SafeSport Training. The Refresher Course takes 30 minutes or less to complete. There is no cost to members of USA Hockey to complete either training course.

d.
Training must be completed before a person begins having regular contact with minor athletes, or if they do not have regular contact with minors, no more than 45 days after beginning the role that requires them to complete training.

4. Training for Players Seventeen (17) and Over in Age Classifications that Allow Minor Age Players. To ensure that all adult-age players on the same team with minor athletes comply with the law, (i) all players 17 years of age or older on or before December 31 of that playing season, and (ii) who play on a team in a classification that allows minor-age players, must complete SafeSport Training before being added to such team and prior to participation (on-ice or off-ice). This requirement applies to all teams in the age classifications Youth, Girls, High School, Junior Hockey, Flex Hockey and Disabled Hockey programs that allow both minor-age and adult-age players, and to officials who are turning 17 before December 31. Players and officials that complete the training prior to turning 18 will be required to provide parental consent.

5. Youth Athlete Training. Shortly after its release by the Center for SafeSport, USA Hockey will be offering age-specific SafeSport Training to youth athletes. USA Hockey will notify all parents of the availability of the training, and how to access and take the training. Accessing the youth athlete training will be subject to parental consent on the Center for SafeSport website. Youth athlete training will not be required for participation but is strongly recommended.

6. Minor Athlete Abuse Prevention Policies. USA Hockey has had longstanding Locker Room, Social Media & Electronic Communications, and Travel policies. To incorporate the Center’s required MAAPP policies; USA Hockey has adopted updates to those policies, and has also adopted new policies addressing One-On-One Interactions and Athletic Training Modalities. Information on these policies can be found in the USA Hockey SafeSport Program Handbook.

7. One-On-One Interactions. The One-On-One Interactions Policy specifically prohibits one-on-one interactions between adult members of USA Hockey or those authorized by a USA Hockey program to have regular contact with or authority over minors, unless they occur at an observable and interruptible distance by another adult. There are exceptions for emergency circumstances.

8. Background Checks. The current changes to the SafeSport Handbook do not include changes to USA Hockey’s background check policy. However, we anticipate updates to the background check policy that will come into effect for the 2020-21 season.

9. Communication of Changes. We will be communicating more specific information to groups affected by these changes, including local programs, coaches, officials, players 17-20 years of age, and parents of youth athletes, so please stay tuned for more information in the coming days.

Thank you again for all of your efforts in support of the safety of participants in USA Hockey programs.
Minnesota Disabled Hockey:
Minnesota Warriors:  
· MN Warriors sent five teams to the USA Disabled Hockey Festival, an A and C from Duluth and an A, B and C from Metro/ St Cloud combined teams. Metro A won the National Championship for the second year in and a row and third time in the last 4 years. Runner up was Duluth. Duluth won the C championship.

· We received a donation of $10,000 from Operation Hat Trick of which half was designated towards the startup of a Women's Team.

· Women's team first skate is Monday June 17th in Eagan. Our social media campaign to market the event has included tweets and posts from MN White Caps/ Olympian Players and MN Women’s Veterans Organizations.

· We are working with Leadership of our Duluth program and consolidating them back into the main program which should be accomplished over this summer.

· We held our annual meeting and elected new board members this spring.

· We received a donation from Microsoft of 300 office 365 licenses for all our players and those migrating our program. Each player will have a @mnwarriors.org email.
Minnesota Sled Hockey:  
· As the 2018-19 MN Sled Hockey seasons have come to a conclusion, we have shifted our focus to preparing for next season.   In May we participated in the 2nd Annual Courage Kenny Discover Abilities Expo at the U of U Rec and Wellness Center.  This was a great day for sharing our sport with many potential new hockey players.  Also in May we participated in the USA Disabled Sports Expo at the Minneapolis VA - what an honor to spend some time and share our sport with our military veterans.

· In June, we will be presenting sled hockey at the Courage Kenny No Boundaries Youth Sports camp.  This will be a unique experience for the kids as we have secured ice at Mariucci Arena and the kids will be treated to "pro day" experience.  Please spread the word...if you know a kid that would like to learn about sled hockey or many other sports for kids with disabilities, please contact Tony Lang at ltllang@yahoo.com

· The summer will conclude with our 2nd Annual Boundary Waters Sled Hockey Combine, August 11th-15th in Ely, MN.  This year's camp is on schedule to be incredible - guest coaches include current US National Sled Hockey team member Josh Pauls (captain and 2018 gold medalist) and current US National Sled Hockey team member Chris Douglas.  Also coaching will be former Women's National Sled Team head coach and former National Team player Shawna Davidson.  The camp includes on-ice skills, training, and games; off-ice skills training and seminars in nutrition, goal-setting, and motivation.  Also, just as important, are the fun team bonding event, i.e. fishing tournament, Hawaiian Luo with favorite hockey jersey, and the camp concluding with our day long canoe and portage.

· Please share about MN Sled Hockey, and don't hesitate to send prospective youth and adult players our way!
Rochester team update:

Rochester is actively planning the 2019-2020 season, including:

· Sunday Ice times

· Tournament attendance 

· Hendrickson event and Coulee/LaCrosse. Looking into Madison and considering Disabled Festival
· Opportunities to head up to attend some combined Wild practices

· Setting up 1-2 summer skate sessions

· Meegan and Missy are organizing some sled hockey stations for the Lutheran Youth Gathering in MSP in July.
· Actively looking for fundraising opportunities/new sponsors
Hope, Inc. update

Hope, Inc. has relocated to Fargo, ND and will be joining the Northern Plains district for this upcoming season. We wish them all the best!
Minnesota Special Hockey:  
· Minnesota Wild Special Hockey finished out a terrific season. We are currently working on planning our annual summer picnic. This year we are going to include our Annual meeting with our summer picnic. The picnic will be held in late July in Edina and also Brainerd in early August as our program continues to expand. 
· We are planning to have new apparel available soon for our players and others to purchase.
· We continue to look for ways to recruit new players and make next season more successful than the last.
Minnesota Wild Blind Hockey

· It has been a quiet summer for MWBH but that’s about to change as we prepare to host the 6th Annual USA Hockey Blind Hockey Summit at TRIA Rink in Saint Paul. The event will take place the weekend of August 23 – 25, 2019 and will feature games for all sizes and skill levels, a coaching clinic, a “try-it” session for local newcomers and a community banquet.

· Lonny Evans recently recorded a podcast out of Golden, CO, to help promote the game to listeners of Eyes on Success program with hosts Nancy and Peter Torpey and is in conversation with the Gophers Women’s Hockey coaches re. the possibility of partnering on and off the ice this upcoming season. 

· On April 4th, during the Wild’s final home game, MWBH was recognized as part of the inaugural Securian Financial Stick Tap Salute Award program.

· MWBH will be hosting a table/booth during the Twin Cities VisionWalk on Sunday, September 22, 2019, at the Lake Harriet Bandshell, Minneapolis. VisionWalk is part of the Foundation Fighting Blindness.

· Starting to hear from past volunteers who would like to join us again for Season No. 2!
Minnesota Disabled Hockey Committee:
6th Annual USA Hockey Blind Hockey Summit
August 23 – 25, 2019
TRIA Rink at Treasure Island Center
St. Paul, MN
 

 

ST. PAUL Minn. – The Minnesota Wild, Minnesota Wild Foundation, Minnesota Hockey and USA Hockey are proud to be hosting the 6th Annual USA Hockey Blind Hockey Summit at TRIA Rink in downtown St. Paul, MN, the official practice facility of the Minnesota Wild. The event will take place the weekend of August 23 – 25, 2019 and will feature games for all sizes and skill levels, a coaching clinic, a “try-it” session for local newcomers and a community banquet.
 

Respectfully submitted,

Antonia Gillen
USA Disabled Hockey Director

Minnesota District

