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﻿
As many of you are now aware, in light of the growing concern over the increase in the number of COVID-19 cases in the Municipality of Anchorage, and in an effort to institute a "30-day reset", Anchorage Mayor May Ethan Berkowitz at noon today, July 31, 2020 issued Executive Order 15 (EO-15).   I am attaching a copy of EO-15 for your review.
 
I have had occasion to discuss the impact EO-15 will have on our hockey community in general, and to the Tier II Try-out Camps scheduled for next week with: (1) Anna Culley, Chairperson of ASHA's COVID-19 Response Committee; (2) Kevin Fitzgerald, ASHA’s VP of Comp; (3) with many of the local association leaders; and (4) with Management of the Subway Ice Center.  Based on E0-15,  it is important that we, as a the Alaska Hockey Community, recognize our responsibility to familiarize ourselves with the local mandates in these ever changing pandemic times and to not just do our part to comply, but make those short term sacrifices necessary to balance participating in the game we all love and enjoy with the safety of others.
 
At this juncture, the following mandates shall be in place for participation in upcoming Try-Out Camps in the Municipality of Anchorage:
 
· All Registrations shall be either on line or outside of the participating rink, and any player check sites shall be located outside of the facilities;
· All Registrations shall require the appropriate player heath status questionnaire regarding COVID-19, including requirement of disclosure of travel, exposure, testing, retesting and quarantining compliance;
· Each Association shall comply with the requirements of contact tracing and provide a sign in sheet that requires submission of the necessary contact tracing information and every player shall be required to provide the necessary information before each day/secession of camp and providing the required contact information shall be a condition of participation of the camp and admission into the facility and each association shall retain such contact tracing records as required by local governing orders;
· Because of the imposed limitations on gatherings, only players, coaches and necessary association try out staff shall be allowed to enter, or be in the rinks before, during or after the Try-out Camps-no exceptions; no parents, family or friends shall be allowed to enter or remain in the facility before, during or after tryout camp, unless they are also part of the coaching staff, or among the limited number of necessary association tryout camp staff;
· All players are required to "home dress" and there will not be access to locker rooms for changing gear;
· All players shall be responsible for their own water bottles and there shall be no shared water bottles; and
· Players are to be instructed to leave facility as soon as practical after their camp experience once they are out of their skates to reduce the opportunities for gatherings. 
 
Although not mandated because of the local limitations and accessibility of procuring temperature reading devices, every association is encouraged to make every effort to secure appropriate temperature reading devices and take the temperature of each player before entering the facility each day of camp, and record same.
 
I can appreciate that this may impose challenges for many, especially family, friends, and most especially parents who, rightly, love to watch their player do what they love and participate in this great sport of hockey.  However, in light of the circumstances we are facing, family and friends just cannot be in the rinks if we wants the camps to be conducted at this time and under the present local mandates.  We all have to keep in mind, it is about the players, not us.  We have all heard lately that we are in this together, and we are; and because COVID-19 is not going away on its own, we have to change our behaviors to be adaptive.  I have heard it said regarding the spread into youth sports, and into hockey in particular, that it is not necessarily a question of "if", but rather "when" the virus hits youth hockey.  We can be vigilant in our efforts to balance participation in on ice activities while complying to local mandates and trying to maintain a safe environment at the rinks; and by limiting the number of those allowed in the rinks, in particular by restricting those allowed in the rinks during the try-out camps to: (1) the players; (2) the coaches; and (3) the limited number of necessary association try out staff, we are all doing our part to make the sacrifices necessary that will allow our youth the continued opportunity to enjoy the on ice experience during our association try-out camps.
 
I respectfully ask that each of you do what you can to broadly disseminate these mandated restrictions to as many of the players and parents as possible in anticipation of next week’s try-out camps.
 
Stay safe,
 
Yours in Hockey
 
 
Darryl Thompson, Esq.
880 N Street, Suite 101, ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501
C:907-227-4865  Ofc: 907-272-9322  Fax: 907-277-1373
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