BASA United U9 and U10 Pool Format
BASA United runs a Pool Format, when possible, at the U9 and U10 age groups.  This means each team is a little bigger than usual.  Rather than 12-14 players/team, we look to roster 24-30 players.  It is still ONE TEAM and they will practice as a team each week.  Depending on pool size and availability, we will take 2-3 teams/group to events.  
The reasons for an oversized team/pool formant are as follows:
1. At the U11+ level, team sizes increase. If we are to continue with single year age groups through U11+, we need to have larger groups at the U9-U10 levels in order to field single year groups at the U11+ levels.
2. While we may have to cut players at some groups, there may exist a range of abilities.  The pool format will still allow for developmentally appropriate games to be scheduled to challenge each level of players within the group.  
All players will receive at least 9 games (as long as they make themselves available for scheduled games).  Players will be asked to be available for all games.  If enough players are available, we will field 2-3 teams. If not, then not all players will play in all games as there are game roster limits and we want to maximize playing time.   Again, all players will receive at least 9 games regardless!
Team coaches and the BASA United Director will decide which players will attend what games based on the expected level of competition and individual player performance at previous practices/games. The goal is to create meaningful games for each player.  Sometimes that will mean grouping like-level players together, while other times, the situation may call for a mix of players.  At no point, should parents or players put any stock into which roster players are placed on.  Rosters are not status symbols.  The goal is development, not roster placement.
Not all players trying out will be placed on a BASA United Team
While we want to develop as many players as feasible at these younger levels, not all players trying out will be placed on a BASA United Team. This is a level above Rec and not all players trying out are ready for it.  If your player does not get placed, do not let them get discouraged.  Register your player for Rec and encourage them to keep working and practicing.  We have seen many instances in which a player was not quite ready one season, but has developed enough by the next season to be placed within this Intermediate level. BASA will also continue to give training sessions to our Rec teams to help further develop our players….but remember, the more work that your player puts  in with the ball on their own, the more they will develop.
For players who are placed on a BASA United Team, this does not guarantee they stay in the program each season.  Tryouts are every season and players need to show improvement as well as keep up with their peers to continue to be considered for a team.
After tryouts, you will receive an email either inviting your player to join BASA United or an email referring your player to the Rec Level.  Team rosters will not be released until after all invites are accepted or declined.  Once an invite is accepted and payment is made, there are no refunds.
Thanks again for your interest in BASA United!


