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Joe Amante 

USA Softball of Michigan Blues Across Michigan wants to 
recognize multiple USA Softball Umpires from the USA Soft-
ball of Michigan program every month for their accomplish-
ments on the field in the local area, state or national champi-
onships as well as how they have given back to the game off 
the field. 
 
Being recognized does not always relate to the number of 
national or state championships an umpire has participated 
in. This honor encompasses an umpire’s accomplishments, 
both on and off the field, in their local area and district in ad-
dition to their contributions at the state or national level. 

 
These umpires represent what being a 
member of the USA Softball of Michi-
gan umpire family is all about and 
bring attention to the widespread and 
diverse umpire community in our pro-
gram across the state. 
 
As we head toward the end of 2020 
and move into 2021, we would like to 
recognize a couple of individuals for 
their contributions to our program both 
on and off the field.   
 
We are starting the new year recogniz-
ing a couple of our newest Elite mem-
bers and remembering a former Dis-
trict UIC. 



Scott has been umpiring for over twenty-eight 
years in the Midland area. He was awarded his 
Elite status just recently in the game of Modi-
fied. Scott is a blue-collar umpire who will do 
any game, anywhere, and any time. As Dave 
Schimpf has said, “When we have to move 
Scott to another venue or make a schedule 
change, there is no negative comment or atti-
tude.” Scott’s comment is “wherever you need 
me.” 
 
Scott has worked 14 national tournaments in 

Modified and Fast Pitch. Scott counts “Father” 
Dave Schimpf as one of his important mentors; 
someone that challenged him to keep improving. 

Now that he has reached the Elite level, Scott feels very grateful to all that 
have helped him and he looks forward to helping others reach this level. At 
his first Modified national tournament, Scott remembered watching many 
GREAT umpires and realized how much more he needed to learn to even ap-
proach their level. Congratulations, Scott as you have reached a level that 
many umpires are hoping to achieve. 

Scott Mellen 

District 16 

Joe Amante has been umpiring for 42 years. This past December, Joe added 
another word to his umpire resume, Elite. Joe 
achieved this status in the slow pitch game. He 
has umpired in ten Slow Pitch national champion-
ships, and one JO Fast Pitch national champion-
ship.  Joe is from Hudsonville and umpires primarily 
in the Grand Rapids area.  
 
Umpiring has been a part of Joe’s life as long as he 
can remember. He views umpiring as a hobby and 
not a job. By reaching the Elite level Joe felt it was 
very rewarding and worth the commitment and time 
away from his family. Joe cannot think of a better 
way commit his time. He is looking forward to pass-
ing along his knowledge to others so that they can 
reach the Elite level in this program he is very proud 
of. Joe said, “Reaching the level of an Elite Umpire 
has been an honor for me and my family.” 
 
Scott and Joe, congratulations on being recognized as the January Blues 
Across Michigan featured umpires. We are proud of both of you for representing 
our program so well on, and off, the field. 

Joe Amante 

District 7 



Earl Navarre, 79, from District 6 

Former District UIC, Earl Navarre, 79, passed 
away on January 6, 2021. Earl was from the Mon-
roe area and was one of the District UICs from 
that area for many years.   
 
Earl was a top-notch umpire with 
a great knowledge of the rules. 
Earl reached the highest honor 
of our program by being inducted 
into the MASA Hall of Fame in 
2007. Earl was considered one 
of our top slow pitch umpires. 
You could always find Earl at 
many state tournaments.  
 
Earl was a quiet person who always seemed to 
have a smile on his face and was a friend to all. 
 
May Earl rest in peace. 


