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To:      NYSAHA North Section Associations
From: Rusty Gallagher, NYSAHA North Section President
RE:     Recent Uptick in COVID-19 Cases in the North Section

Good afternoon! I hope that everyone is staying safe and healthy.

I am writing today to provide each Association and Youth Hockey League with a reminder about 
ice hockey games and scrimmages within NYS, as well as out-of-state travel to games and 
scrimmages.

Currently, as stipulated by the August 15 Interim Guidance for Sports and Recreation during the 
COVID-19 Public Health Emergency, NYS DOH and NYSAHA are NOT allowing any games or 
scrimmages within New York for youth and adult sports classified as high risk such as ice hockey. 
NYS DOH has also stated that teams are not allowed to travel outside of NYS to play games or 
scrimmages.  Additionally, the August 15 NYS DOH guidance clearly states that NO games or 
scrimmages at this time are allowed and that only no/low contact skills and drills are 
permitted.

Based on information provided to me, New York State cannot stop individuals from traveling out of 
state. However, individuals are taking a large risk of being personally fined for traveling out of state 
to play games, especially if they contract COVID-19 and it is traced back to out-of-state travels to 
play a youth or adult sport.

On August 25, NYSAHA wrote in a memo that NYSAHA will not sanction any associations or 
players that travel out of state to play games or scrimmages.  Individuals/teams who chose to do so 
despite recommendations otherwise are risking infection with COVID-19 and potentially being 
personally fined by NYS.

As president of the NYSAHA North Section, I cannot and will not endorse any Association or 
Hockey Leagues to allow teams or individuals to play out-of-state hockey games.  Given that 
doing so would pose an unnecessary risk to players and their families, I firmly take the 
position that  Associations and Leagues should not allow or endorse out-of-state travel until 
ice hockey games are expressly approved by NYS and NYSAHA.
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Our goal is for everyone to get back to playing as soon as possible, as well as help prevent the 
increase of infection statewide. Please remain diligent in your part of containing COVID-19 by 
following recommendations and rules set forth by the NYS DOH, Governor Cuomo and NYSAHA. 
This includes strict adherence to protocols at individual rinks, such as asking all visitors to complete 
the attestation prior to entering the rink as well the taking of temperatures upon arrival and 
observation of social distancing and consistent mask wearing.

I will continue to keep you apprised of new developments as they are issued. Like everyone, I 
would like to see all our athletes playing our beloved sport in a way that is safe for everyone.

Let us make this happen by all of us doing our part!

Regards, 
Rusty Gallagher
NYSAHA North Section President
Rusty.gallagher@nysaha.com
518-527-2997
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