
How do you clean your mask? 
Do you even wash it at all? In the bathtub? The 
dishwasher? 

Many fencers have come up with innovative 
ways of washing masks over the years, and the 
bottom line is they are all awkward and difficult 
to get clean, at best. Removable bibs and cush-
ioned inserts help, but they still get filthy from 
lying on fencing floors, getting tossed in bags, 
absorbing sweat from bodies and uniforms, 
and more. 

In an informal poll of various fencers, the dish-
washer method seems the most popular and 
one of the most effective ways to clean masks 
(as long as it’s not with a bunch of dishes!).

Problem solved, right? 

However, what happens when you are tasked 
with washing masks for your fencing club, and 
there are perhaps 50 or more gathering dirt 
from daily use in classes and shared among 
everyone? Running the dishwasher 20 or 30 
times isn’t very practical, and few bathtubs are 
big enough to handle the job efficiently. 

Solution? The local car wash. Not the kind 
where your car sits or goes through a conveyer 
belt and the car wash does all the work, but 
the manual kind where you put coins or a debit 
card into a little machine and then go to work 
with a high-pressured nozzle sprayer. 

By laying-out all the masks in the car wash, 
you can use the high-powered soap and rinse 
nozzle sprayer to easily and effectively clean all 
those masks in a big batch, and then let them 
dry in the sun or a warm area of your club. You 
will be amazed at how much dirt will come out 
of those stinky old helmets. 
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CLUB TIPS

KEEP IN MIND A FEW THINGS 
TO MAKE THE JOB EASIER 
AND CLEANER:

• Lay the masks out on a waterproof tarp to 
wash them. The floors of car washes are cov-
ered in grease, dirt, and gunk from the bottoms 
of cars, and laying them on the ground without 
something underneath will be a self-defeating 
endeavor.

• It’s easier with two people – one to spray 
and the other to manage the masks.

• Clean them inside and out, flipping them 
over as you go. It will take four passes: wash 
and rinse for each side. 

• Car washes often have multiple settings 
for the sprayer. You only need wash and rinse. 
Masks don’t benefit from a tire cleaner or hot 
wax setting. 

• They will be very wet when you’re finished, 
and the guy behind you waiting for the car wash 
will probably be annoyed you’re taking so long 
(or he might wonder what you’re doing, which 
is a chance to sell a beginning fencing class!) 
Have the back of your vehicle ready to transport 
a bunch of wet gear – a second tarp is usually 
effective.

• Lay the masks out in a warm area, not too 
close together, so they can dry. A heater or fan 
blowing on them will accelerate drying. 

• You’ll use more coins/tokens than you 
thought, so using a car wash where you can 
use a debit card and add money more easily is 
better. Count on 50 masks taking at least $20-
$30 to clean. 
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