TYSL Referee Arbiter Preparation for Spring 2026 Season
Dear Referees,
 
Preparations for Spring 2026 are underway.  At your earliest opportunity, please read this e-mail carefully, then complete the required tasks before DEADLINE (Sunday, March 29, 2026).
You must be Certified to take on assignments from TYSL.  If you are not (Re)Certified, there's still time.  
To get Certified, start here: https://www.michiganrefs.org/become-a-referee/.
To get Recertified, start here:  https://www.michiganrefs.org/referees/recertification/. 
If you are NOT going to referee with TYSL in the Spring, please let me know asap by sending me a quick reply e-mail to TYSLRefAssignor@gmail.com. 
The Troy Youth Soccer League’s (TYSL) SPRING 2026 SEASON is expected to start Saturday, April 18, 2026, and is expected to end on or about Sunday, June 7. Coed (High School) level games, only, may begin playing before the official start date, possibly as early as early April, field conditions permitting. 
The Spring Referees’ Orientation Meeting will be Thursday, April 16, 2026 (start time and location TBD, with remote option to be made available). Referees new to TYSL should consider attendance mandatory but all are welcome. Topics will include game day processes, local rules for small sided games, and tips on preparation, poise, and game management. 
1. If you plan to referee with TYSL this coming Spring, please log in to your Arbiter account (https://www.arbitersports.com/Official/Default.aspx) immediately to check the “Ready To Be Assigned” box, at the upper right corner of your account’s MAIN page.  
I will not begin assigning (probably won’t even have the League’s games schedule) until just after the “Block Out Deadline” and you will be free to modify your blocks right up until the deadline. Clicking on the “ready to be assigned” box just lets me know you got this email and are planning on refereeing this Spring. I will send additional reminders before the block out deadline to “lock in” your blocks.

Before Sunday March 29, and covering the period from 4/18 to 6/7, BLOCK your referee availability calendar in Arbiter.  Instructions on how to put in a “BLOCK” are available on your Arbiter MAIN page. 

Please remember, in Arbiter, putting in a block indicates you are NOT available during date/time blocked.  Also note, if you need to change a block, you MUST remove the old block (or both blocks will remain on your calendar). 
In Spring, TYSL plays two (2) games each weeknight (M-Th), generally assigned back-to-back (evenings only, one at about 6:00 pm and one at about 7:15 pm). Saturday games start as early as 9:00 am and run through the day into afternoon; Sunday games start at 1:00 pm and run throughout the afternoon.  On Sat and Sun, the League generally does NOT play after 6:00 pm.  Plan your blocks accordingly.  

3.  For those who will play or coach TYSL soccer, please get in touch and I will let you know the general dates/times your grade is projected to play this Spring.
4. As per long-standing TYSL policy, referees do NOT have the option of declining assignments during dates/times when they indicate they are available.  Put in your blocks carefully.

Sub requests are for LEGITIMATE emergencies only, which will be discussed in detail at the Referees’ Meeting and in a later e-mail.
Other and additional pertinent information will be provided as we get closer to the start of the season.  In the meantime, please feel free to get in touch if you have any questions.  Thanks. 

Gabe Locher, TYSL Referee Assignor
