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Hello!
We are excited for the upcoming Kent Knights football and cheer season. Please take the time to read all of the information included in this email. If you have any questions, please send an email to us at KentKnights79@gmail.com.
 
Who are the Kent Knights?
We are a nonprofit football and cheerleading organization that has been in the Kent and Covington community since 1979.  The organization is run by volunteers who also have full time jobs and families. We have and will continue to run a program that is safe and fun for the children involved.  We are not a traveling or select football and cheer program and we want the players and cheerleaders in our program to not only learn the sports but learn life lessons and have fun while doing it. Being part of the Kent Knights family, you and your children will make friends and have experiences that will last a lifetime.
 
Sports Engine Account
You registered your child for Kent Knights through Sports Engine. Please be sure to review your Sports Engine account for the following:
 Email Addresses: Please be sure the email addresses you included during registration is correct. If it is not, please go into your Sports Engine account and update it. All communications for the season will be sent to the emails you put in during the registration process.  
·  Payment Plans: If you are making payments, check your Sports Engine account for upcoming dates that registration fees will automatically be deducted from your account. All payments must be up to date before football gear is issued.
· Required documents and photo:  
· The league requires the Kent Knights to certify all football players. With that, the following items are required which means we ask that you upload (not email) these documents to your Sports Engine account.
· birth certificate: If you are new to the Kent Knights, upload a copy of your child's birth certificate. This must be the state certified copy and not the hospital certificate.
· report cards:  All 2021 participants must upload a 2020/2021 report card so we can verify with the league what grade your child is going into. If you have already uploaded the 2019/2020 report card, it should be okay.
· headshot photo: For the league certification, we need a headshot photo of your child. If you did not upload a head shot during registration, log into your account by Friday, August 6 and upload the headshot. 
When does the season start?
· August 2: football practices begin, 6pm-8pm at Kent Meridian High School on the practice fields behind the tennis courts.
· On the first night of practice be sure your child gets a bracelet that they will wear for the next two weeks verifying they are registered.
· All football players will check in at the registration table for the first week of practices.
· Football practices will be Monday through Friday during the month of August unless otherwise changed or canceled.
· All players should wear shirts or practice jerseys, shorts/pants and athletic shoes to practices.
· The first three practices that your child attends are conditioning only.
· We will let you know when gear will be handed out.
· Practice jerseys included in registration fees will be handed out with gear. 
· Hydration is key so please have your child come to practices with a water bottle labeled with his or her name on it. All water bottles left behind at the end of practices will be thrown away.
 
· August 9: cheer practices begin, 6pm-7:30pm at Kent Meridian High School at the practice fields behind the tennis courts.
·  All cheerleaders will check in at the registration table for the first week of practice. 
· Cheer practices will be Monday through Thursday during the month of August unless otherwise changed or canceled.
· Cheerleaders should wear comfortable clothing and athletic shoes with hair pulled back away from the face.
· Our cheer director will be in touch with you about the cheer pack details.
· Hydration is key so please have your child come to practices with a water bottle labeled with his or her name on it. All water bottles left behind at the end of practices will be thrown away.

Practice field rules:
The Kent Knights rent the practice fields from the Kent School District. With that, we must follow all school district policies. When asked by a board member or coach to do something (or not do something), we are asking for a reason and we must all follow the guidelines the district has set in order for us to use the fields. If these rules are not followed, we stand the chance of losing the practice fields and we do not want that to happen for the kids involved.

Kent School District field reminders are:
· No animals at all are allowed on the practice fields.
· Leave it better than you found it which means please pick up any and all trash even if it isn’t yours.  If you see it, please help us and pick it up. The district could charge extra fees for additional clean up if we do not take care of the school district property.
· Conduct: Boisterous conduct, profane or improper language, use of alcoholic beverages, and other objectionable practices will not be allowed and must be controlled by the using organization. Smoking will not be permitted in or on any school district property per Policy 4215. Alcoholic beverages, illegal drugs and narcotics are prohibited for possession or consumption on school premises and school grounds.  
· No weapons or fighting are allowed on school property.
· Parking:
· Please leave the area closest to the gates where registration will be held, open for any emergency vehicle that might need to get to the field quickly.  
· Park in designated parking stalls only.
· Do not block other vehicles parked.
· Portable restrooms will be provided. There are no bathrooms at the school available for use.
Volunteers are needed:
Like we shared in this email, this organization is run by volunteers only. There are many details that go into running a season so if you want to help by being a football or cheer coach, a board member or help out on game days, please go to our website and fill out the 2021 Kent Knights coaching and volunteer application. 

Game Schedules
We will link you to the league website once the schedule has been announced. Please plan on being at football games starting the weekend after Labor Day through the end of October on every Saturday. Games, times and locations are subject to changes. We are playing in the Nisqually Junior Football League Home (njfl.co). Please familiarize yourself with their website and let us know if you have any questions.  
 




COVID-19
It is important to remember that although the state has fully opened back up, we will continue to follow all school district, local and state guidelines. This means that if things change and we find ourselves having to go backwards to different phases, we will communicate with you and your families and follow the guidelines. More information will be sent out as we continue to move through this pandemic that we are not out of just yet.
 
Save the dates:
· August 10: football gear handout by teams. More information will be sent out to you about what the expectations are for gear handout.
· August 21: Mandatory weigh- ins for football players. Times and locations will be emailed out once we have them.  
· August 28 first football game. More information will be sent once we have it from the league. *dates, times and locations are subject to change.
· September 3 and 6: no practices due to Labor Day weekend.
· September 7: practices will be three days a week for football and cheer (Tuesday through Thursday).
· Parent Meeting: More information about the parent meeting will be emailed to you. 
 
Please like us on Facebook and be sure to share our posts.
 
Registration is still open so please talk to family, friends and neighbors about playing football or cheering with the Kent Knights!  The registration link is available on our website at www.kentknights.com. If you have any questions, please send us an email at kentknights79@gmail.com. 
 
Go Knights!
Your Kent Knights Board

image1.gif




