Diamond Sports Digest
May Edition
Season Update
Mother Nature has NOT been on our side this year for the start of baseball and softball season.  The snowiest winter in Chanhassen since 1995!  We got our travel teams as much indoor cage time as we could find while we waited for the city fields to open.  Thank you all for your patience, and we are so excited the season is FINALLY underway!
Check out all the info about volunteer hours, summer events, etc included in this month's edition of the Newsletter.  Please note two important dates:
1) May 30th - Picture Day for all teams (except for baseball tournament teams).  A schedule for that evening and details will be coming soon!
2) Sept 25th - Our Golf Tournament Fundraiser has been rescheduled from May to September.  More info will be coming but mark the date on your calendar now!
Make sure to follow us on Facebook to see all the season highlights!  Coaches and Team Managers can send in pictures and key achievements (example tournament results), so that our community can celebrate with you!  (email to caadiamondsports@gmail.com)
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Weather Policy 
By CAA Diamond Sports 05/09/2023, 2:00pm CDT 
Weather related cancellations will be posted on the CAA Diamond Sports Facebook page and sent via email by 4pm if Chanhassen & Victoria close the fields.  After 4:00 PM if the cities have not closed the fields, it is up to the individual coaches to determine if a team practice/game should be held. Coaches can use their team page to send an email to their teams if necessary. If no notification is sent out, assume the practice or game is still on.
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New Umps - Please be Patient and Kind 
By CAA Diamond Sports 05/09/2023, 1:45pm CDT 
CAA recruited some new youth umpires to officiate our In-House league games. These umps recently attended training, but many are new to the process and still learning.  And while many of the umps in our travel leagues have more experience, they still deserve the same patience, understanding, courtesy and respect (from coaches, players, and parents).  
Unfortunately, because of parent, coach, and fan behavior, umpires have become very hard to find and keep in the last few years.  Let's all remember that umps are human and make mistakes, and they deserve our courtesy and respect.  Make sure when umps are at a game with a CAA team they have a great experience and want to come back next year.  Thanks for your help!
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Volunteer Update 
By CAA Diamond Sports 05/09/2023, 1:30pm CDT 
Volunteer hours for the Chan Challenge June 9th-11th are now posted on the website!  See the link below.
We've had a lot of questions about when more volunteer hours will be posted and available to claim on Dibs. First of all, thank you for being proactive in getting your hours in!  Second, please know that most of our volunteer opportunities will occur when we are hosting tournaments, and we don't have all the details sorted out yet for those.  We are working hard behind the scenes to get the rest of the tournaments organized so we know what we need in terms of volunteers - what we don't want to do is post shifts and have to remove them later if they are not needed or the right time/place.  As soon as we can, we'll get shifts posted on Dibs, and when we do, we'll also post on Facebook and/or send an email so people know they are out there, ready to claim. 
Don't forget to reference the newly updated "Volunteer Season At-A-Glance" section under "Volunteer Corner" so you can pencil in on your summer calendar the weekends that we will have opportunities.  Thank you for your patience!
LINK to DIBS volunteer hours
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Please take CARE & PRIDE in our Fields 
By CAA Diamond Sports 05/09/2023, 12:45pm CDT 
We are asking our coaches again this year for their assistance with taking care of our fields.  After practices and games, we need teams to take a few minutes to rake the fields, in particular the holes dug in the batters box and pitching mound.  This helps with better drainage when it rains, it helps the city when they drag the fields, and it helps the crew chalking the fields.  If the fields have holes when it rains, the city closes the fields due to standing water.  Let’s keep the fields open and take the extra time to rake.  As players and families you can help with this by grabbing a rake and helping out or being patient while players stay an extra few minutes after the game or practice to rake the fields.  
Let's take CARE & PRIDE in our fields!
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Storm Gear Online Stores 
By CAA Diamond Sports 05/09/2023, 12:30pm CDT 
It's not to late to order Storm Gear!  A reminder that we have always open, online Baseball and Softball stores to get all your fan and player gear for the season!  Orders are shipped directly to your home.  Below are the links to check out all all the items available.
Baseball Store Always Open:
https://shop.game-one.com/minnesota/chanhassen/chanhassen-youth-baseball
Softball Store Always Open:
https://shop.game-one.com/minnesota/chanhassen/chanhassen-storm-fastpitch
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Summer Events & Opportunities 
By CAA Diamond Sports 05/09/2023, 12:15pm CDT 
Strike Zone Softball Camp in Chanhassen
Date: July 25th-26th, 9am-1pm
Location: Lake Ann Park
We are excited to host another Strike Zone Sports 2-day camp at Lake Ann this summer.  Their talented staff of instructors will include current SZS staff members, current collegiate athletes and High School staff members. For more details, see the registration link below. 
 
LINK to REGISTER
 
MLB Pitch, Hit and Run Event in Chaska
Date: Friday June 9th, 9am-11am
Location: CHS Field in St. Paul
Chaska is once again hosting the Pitch, Hit and Run competition in partnership with Major League Baseball! This is a completely free event open to all 7 to 14-year-olds in Chaska and neighboring communities. The Pitch, Hit & Run program consists of a series of movements that are important in baseball and softball. Participants will compete in different age divisions. Based on their scores, players will advance from a local event to a Team Championship at Target Field!  See the link below for more info and to register.
 
LINK to REGISTER
MLB Jr. Home Run Derby in Minnetonka
Date: Sunday, June 11th, 9am-11am
Location: Minnetonka Softball Fields
Major League Baseball’s Jr. Home Run Derby (Jr. HRD) is a free event series for softball and baseball players -- ages 12 to 16 -- to showcase their hitting skills, compete against their peers and earn a spot at the National Finals, taking place during the 2023 MLB All-Star Week.   See the links below for more info and to register.
LINK to REGISTER - Baseball
LINK to REGISTER - Softball
STARZ of Tomorrow in Chaska
Date: Wednesday, June 14th, 10am-3pm
Location: Chaska Community Park
This 4th annual event is for boys and & girls ages 13 and younger.  It is hosted by the Head Coach of St. Cloud State’s baseball program Pat Dolan and his staff.  Players will get instruction on throwing, fielding, hitting, pitching, base running and more!  See the link below for more information and to register.
LINK to REGISTER
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Dates to Remember 
By CAA Diamond Sports 05/09/2023, 12:00pm CDT 
Baseball
· May 30th - Picture Day for In-house and Community Teams
· June 9th-11th - Chan Challenge @ Lake Ann
· June 24th - Coach Pitch Jamboree
· July 8th - Machine Pitch Tournament
· July 14-16th - MYAS 9AA State @ Lake Ann
· July 21-23rd - MBT 11A State Tournament @ Lake Ann
· Aug 11-13th - Tryouts for 2023 tournament/metro teams @ Lake Ann
· Sept 25th – NEW date for Golf Tournament @ Deer Run
 
Softball
· May 15th – K/1/2 practices start
· May 30th - Picture Day
· June 23rd-25th - State Qualifier hosted tournament @ Lake Ann
· July 7th-9th - State Tournament hosted @ Lake Ann
· Sept 25th – NEW date for Golf Tournament @ Deer Run
· Sept 29th-Oct 1st - Softball tryouts @ Lake Ann Park 
Sponsorship Updates
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Below is what is available for ETS + CAA Summer Training:
1. Boys & Girls Middle School Speed Camps @ Chanhassen HS
2. 10% OFF discount towards ETS Unlimited Membership Options available year-round for CAA families 
· First step to register is to schedule a FREE Athlete Evaluation
ETS + CAA Membership Options:
Strength Plus | ages 12-18
· Access to Strength+ & Elite Speed classes
· Personalized Strength plan 
· Includes mobility & injury prevention work
· Flexible scheduling
Speed Plus | ages 8-12 
· Access to 5 weekly Speed Plus classes
· Speed systems that are guaranteed to improve linear/lateral speed, deceleration, relative/core strength, mobility, & injury resiliency
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