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	BC BASEBALL ASSOCIATION
British Columbia Minor Baseball Association

PO Box 33511, Surrey Place Postal Outlet, Surrey, BC V3T 5R5

Web Page:  http://www.bcbaseball.ca/
Providing Canadian Youth Baseball Programs Since 1963

Rally Cap * 9U * 11U * 13U * 15U * 18U * Junior Men * Challenger 

	Executive Board Meeting Minutes

03/01/2016
6:03 pm


	Meeting called by:
	Mike Sarai, President

	Type of meeting:
	Board Meeting

	Minute taker:
	Val Greenwood

	Attendees:
	M. Sarai, V. Greenwood,  G. Butler, M. Kelly, J. Braaten, O. Germaine, F. Campbell, R. Wearing, G. Rimer, A. Hayes, T. McGuire, S. King, S, McCann, E. Toneff, 

	Conference Call:
	T, Katelnikoff, Brenda Astorino, T. Chudyk

	Absent:
Guest(s)
	P. Weatherill, S. Drysdale,


	1.    The meeting was called to order at 6:03 pm

	2.  President’s Opening Remarks



	MOTION:  J. Braaten / M. Kelly

 Motion to move meeting in Camera
M/S/C

MOTION:  A. Hayes / T. McGuire

Motion to move meeting out of camera.

M/S/C

MOTION:  E. Toneff / O. Germaine

Motion to remove Stuart Drysdale from second vice-president status but remain as a director at large.

M/S/C

MOTION:  F. Campbell / O. Germaine

Motion to appointl Grant Butler as second vice-president.

M/S/C


	 2.  Additions to Agenda.

	    Appeal – Aldergrove release to North Langley

	3.    Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting Minutes

	         MOTION:  G. Butler / B. Astorino    
               Motion to accept February minutes as distributed.
               M/S/C

	4.   Correspondence

	4.1 – Jason Bartsch – Osoyoos – request to affiliate
4.2 – Ben Diaz, President Newton – thank you letter in appreciation of the coaching conference and quality of topics

4.3  Notice of 2016 Challenger Golf Tournament – June 14th


	5.     Business Arising

	5.1  Post Coaching Conference Report
        Thanks to all board members for their help

        245 in attendance – 73 coaches in the initiation course and over 200 players attended

        Many compliments received on lunch

        Banquet sold out – will continue with format

        Roberto Alomar delivered good positive messages to players and coaches

        Rob Fai did excellent job as MC at both lunch and the banquet

5.2  Provincial Host Vacancies

        18U AAA – Richmond

        18U College Prep – final four (4) tournament TBA

        15U AA – contact Burnaby to July 22 – 25 – waiting to hear

       13U 18U AAA – Richmond

       13U A – open
       All 11U still open with the exception of Tier I AAA
5.3  Insurance up date

        D & O is now in place

        14 associations have joined

        We were give lower rate from $1.60 to $1.50

5.4  Rule Book Distribution

       Mike Kelly will distribute books in the Interior, the Island and Lower Mainland

5.5  Island and Interior Workshop meetings

       Island – March 6 – Nanaimo starting at noon

      Fraser, Eric, Mike S., Mike K., and Grant R. to attend

      Interior – March 5 – Ramada in Kelowna starting at 11:00 am

     Tom, Terry, Mike K., John and Sanda to attend

5.6  Ad Hoc Committee

         Trying to set up next meeting, may not happen until after the season in over

         MOTION:  F. Campbell / J. Braaten

        Motion that BC (Minor) Baseball negotiate with Baseball BC an agreement that BC (Minor) Baseball will     

        guarantee travel costs for any and all BC (Minor) teams that make it through Baseball BC ‘s qualifying   

        tournaments to Westerns or Nationals provided that such costs are known in advance for the 2016 

        season.

        M/S/C

5.7  Conference Call update

       One new quote from Shaw

       Several other servers to be checked out


	

	6.    Director Reports: 

	6.1 President – Mike Sarai
      Mike will be away April 6th – 17th 

      John Braaten will assume Mike’s duties while he is away
6.2 1st Vice President – John Braaten
       February has been a busy month in preparing for the upcoming 2016 season. It started off by attending the
       15U AA meeting with Trevor McGuire and Mike Kelly in Cloverdale. With the recent membership vote to move 
       15U AA to Single Season left many questions which the Division Directors are working diligently on in
       preparation for this ‘new’ offering.

        Much preparation went into the Coaching Convention held February 19th – 21st. Mike Kelly and the committee 
        did an excellent job preparing, organizing and running this event. Attendance once again grew and was proud 
        to be part of this event! The speakers brought in were outstanding. Yet again, a different offering of topics 
        kept this year’s messaging to attendees fresh. Although I was not able to listen to all speakers I heard nothing
        but positive comments. The dinner with MC Rob Fai, guest speaker Roberto Alomar had such an excellent 
        vibe and conversations throughout the evening and as a matter of fact the conference attendees as a whole
        were so positive and engaging. 

        I was invited later in the month to attend the WLM Interlock meeting by Steve McCann to talk with the 
        various association representatives about grassroots programming. Specifically spoke to Grand Slam,
        Quebec’s 6 on 6 and Mission’s 10 year working paper on their Tadpole program. I was able to break it down 
        to what RCBA adopted in 2015 when I took over as President. The pros and cons of these types of offerings.
        It is my opinion, that although BC Baseball messages these programs to presidents of associations and posts 
        on their website it does not always get down to their grassroots level. The interaction and questions from the
        attendees was positive and hopefully was messaged correctly to them. This type of meeting should in fact
        lead to more proactive interaction with associations and grassroots programs. Thanks Steve for inviting me
        again to talk to this group.

        Having just recently attending a number of Interlock meetings this past weekend it sounds like most
        divisional play will begin play locally April 9th so as a whole much needs to be done in the coming month 
        including scheduling and some geographically changes to be looked into as local Interlocks for most divisions
        continues to grow and merge in the Lower Mainland.

6.3 2nd Vice president – Grant Butler
· No report
6.4 Treasurer – Anne Hayes

MOTION:  B. Astorino / T. McGuire
Motion to accept Treasurer’s report as distributed.

M/S/C
Caravan Budget 

Seven (7) people to travel each week
Sixteen (16) stops in fourteen (14) days

MOTION:  G. Butler / S. King

Motion to accept the 2016 Coaching Caravan budget of $23,000.

M/S/C

Frank Pybus Donation to Coaching Advancement

Use some to pay gentleman who videotaped conference sessions

Tapes will be available for sale
MOTION:  A. Hayes / S. McCann
Motion to pay $400.00 to Jeremy Haniford for videotaping of speakers at the coaching conference.

M/S/C
6.5 Website – Tom Katelnikoff
      Team pages were at the conference 

       Comments were made that some items where difficult to find

       Documents section getting too long – will clean up

       Request to associations for pictures of their associations for background pictures on various pages

       Will be posting standings for 15U AAA and 18 U College prep
6.6 Vancouver Island – Fraser Campbell/Eric Toneff
        Meeting to be held March 6th
6.7 Interior – Tom Katelnikoff/Terry Chudyk
        Confirm with Princeton if they still wish to be involved

        Welcome to Osoyoos who will now affiliate with BC (Minor) Baseball

        Meeting March 5 - Kelowna
6.8 North – Brenda Astorino
               Prince George is all set to host the Midget AA Provincials from August 5 – 8th, 2016. We have already met

               with the City of Prince George to make sure everyone is set to make our event successful.

                The Coaching Caravan is confirmed for Prince George on April 11, 2016. This is the first time we have 

                hosted this and are looking forward to a good turnout. Thank you Mike Kelly and your group for making 

                this happen.

              Registration for the 2016 season begins in March and we are expecting another increase in our 

              membership.  2016 is a year of Baseball in Prince George with the Native Fastball Championships and 

              World Baseball Challenge here this summer. This and how well the Blue Jays did this year should increase 

              interest in the sport. 

              We have also committed to the BC Summer Games and have an interested coach who has come forward. 

              He will be sending out letters to all of the Northern communities to ask for interest and to let them know 

              when tryouts will be hosted.

               I have been in touch with Quesnel Minor Baseball and they are in the early stages of preparation for the 

              2016 season and will being asking for help when needed
6.9 Secretary
· Budget for clothing
· Update President’s list
6.10 DIVISIONS
i. Junior Men’s – Grant Butler
No report

ii. 18U AAA – Grant Rimer (Chair)
·  19 teams  - eleven (11) will be AAA – eight (8) will be College Prep
· College Prep – round robin playoff July 30 – best of three (3) – narrow down to final four (4)
· Final four (4) Provincial TBA
· All teams had to fill out application form – coaching committee selected which team played where
· All Star Game – June 25th – all nineteen (19) teams
· College Coaches will be invited to tournament
· Budget to be drawn up
iii. 18U AA – Ray Wearing

No report
iv. 16U Team BC Selects – Orville Germaine

v. 15U AAA – Mike Kelly (Chair)
· Official schedule will be out in a couple of days
· Vancouver Community AAA cuts are being told they can stay in association and play AA
Players should be told there are other AAA opportunities if they wish

              15U AA – Trevor McGuire - (Pat Weatherill)
                    Pre-season meeting in Cloverdale was well attended; declaration date of Feb 15th has seen 14 teams  

                    from the Fraser Valley zone, 3 teams from the Interior & North Zone, 6 teams from Vancouver Island 
                    zone.  
                    Declared teams Fraser Valley zone:

                            Richmond (1), Vancouver Community (1), Burnaby (1), Vancouver Minor (1), Abbotsford (1), 
                            Ladner (1), North Langley (1), Tri City (1), Mission (1), Ridge Meadows (1), White Rock (1), 
                            Cloverdale (1), Delta/Tsawwassen (1), Newton (1)

                    Declared teams Vancouver Island zone:

                             Victoria (4), Cowichan (1), North Island (1)

                   Declared teams Interior & North zone:

                             Central Okanagan (1), Vernon (1), South Okanagan (1)
                    Provincials U15 AA

                               One (1) application has been accepted by Burnaby Minor Baseball to Host the 2016 provincials, 
                               with  the date of July 29th to August 01 having to be changed to July 22nd to July 25th because of 
                               conflicts with Baseball BC provincial dates. (Burnaby has yet to respond if these dates will work 
                               for them)

                     Scheduling:

                               Preliminary single season schedule is due out March 4th
                     Association Concerns

                               Single season fees of $700 to be reduced (possibly to $300 for the 2016 season as discussed with 
                               Mike Kelly and to be approved by the board). Single season will be played at 12 man ball with 
                               Provincials and Wild Card tournament to be played at 9 man ball to allow for player   

                               development over the season. (As discussed with Mike Kelly and to be approved by the board)

                     U15 AA Single Season 

                                Single season start date will be April 9th/ 2016

                       Rule book

                                 Various rule question request’s from Associations all answer’s supplied by Ray, no outstanding 
                                  concerns
                       Single Season Fee
                        MOTION:  M. Kelly / F. Campbell

                         Motion for the 2016 15U AA single season fees will be $300 per team.

                         M/S/C –  Against - R. Wearing, W. Toneff, A. Hayes, G. Butler 

                         9 Man Ball
                              Everybody bats during spring and summer

                              Wildcard games and Provincials will be 9 man ball
              15U A – Trevor McGuire

                        Interlock meetings have been completed lower Fraser Valley with Upper Fraser Valley to take place 

                        March 03 in Aldergrove.
                         Player number:

                               Player numbers for the 2016 season are up by over 20% from the 2015 season in the upper Fraser Valley
                         U15 A Provincials

                               Two (2) applications for the host position for the provincials have been accepted with hosting Association to

                                be decided at the BCMB Meeting in March.

                                           1. Chilliwack Minor Baseball Association.

                                           2. Burnaby Minor Baseball Association.

                       Spring season

                                The spring season is set to begin April 9th
                         Rule book

                                   No concerns from Associations regarding any rules or changes have come forward to date for the spring 

                                   season.

vi. 13U AAA – Orville Germaine (Chair)
· Interlock meeting 
· Tier in spring so small associations can compete?  Probably not
· Meeting will be held Sunday, March 6th
· Some associations don’t want to field number of teams according to numbers in rule book
· Brian Davis attended interlock and answered some historical questions
vii. 13U AA – Steve McCann
No report

viii. 13U A – Sanda King
No report

ix. 13U Team BC Selects – Orville Germaine 
               13U John Main Tournament
x. 11U – Grant Butler (Chair)
· Need hosts for Provincials
xi. 11U – John Braaten

No report

xii. 9U – Grant Butler

No report 

xiii. Rally Cap – Grant Butler

No report
xiv.  Challenger Liaison – Grant Butler



	7.    Committees: 

	7.1 Boundary – Pat Weatherill/John Braaten
7.2 Challenger Liaison – Grant Butler
7.3 Coaching Conference – Mike Kelly
· See business arising

7.4 Coaching Development – Mike Kelly/Fraser Campbell/Tom Katelnikoff
· No report
7.5 Discipline – Fraser Campbell
· No report

7.6 Eligibility – Pat Weatherill
 21 Tryout Release Requests received and approved.

36 Release Approved........including 2-U5.......

13 Play Down Approvals, 1 Midget overage approval....All directors involved have received copies.

Have been informed of 2 possible appeals, but have not received as of yet.

John Ellen, President Burnaby Baseball – complaint against Coquitlam-Moody for recruiting

        Committee to investigate

        Player came from Little League and played Fall Ball with Coquitlam-Moody

         No releases needed for Fall Ball

         John will send letter to Burnaby and Coquitlam-Moody explaining that player needs release

7.7 Girls – Val Greenwood/Trevor McGuire
· Coaches for 2016 will be:
14U –Stacey Fournier (assistant – head coaches to be named)

16U – Marty Van der Loos and Rob Ross – team will be based in Aldergrove

21U – Bruce Murdock, Bill Beckett and Derek Renneberg – team will be based in White Rock

               Senior – Diana Fournier – most likely Whalley

· Westerns for 14U – MUST have qualified female (adult) on the bench at all times.  Can be a parent (but cannot coach if no certification)
· All volunteers (coaches, directors, committee and staff) must have a criminal records check done
· Spring will consist development session and practices only
      Regular Monday sessions will start April 4 – 6 :00 pm – looking at Kensington in Burnaby, these are     

      drop in sessions open to all girls 5 and up
· Summer:
       14U – will look at putting them in the league plus tournaments – if not they will play exhibition

       16U – would like to rejoin the 15U A summer league plus tournaments 

       21U – exhibition and tournaments – likely at the Midget AA level

· Spring break camp to be held March 22 – 23 at the Langley Events Centre – 9:00 am – 3:00 pm

      Cost is $120 for both days – register on line

· Grassroots Festival and Selects ID:

     Kelowna – June 11 (Elks Stadium) – time TBA

     Victoria Harbour Cats  - June 25th – Royal Athletic Park – time TBA

     Vancouver Canadians – May/June – still in the process of finalizing details

     Cost - $20 per session

      July 11 – 13 – High Performance selection camp – location TBA – tournament to follow – possibly the 

      Burnaby Fun Tournament

             Cost - $150

· Championships:

     14U – Westerns – August 12 – 14 – Manitoba (probably Winnipeg)

     16U – Nationals – August 18 – 22 – Vaughan, Ontario

     21U – Invitational – August 4 – 8 – Hammond Plains, Nova Scotia (no coaching requirements needed)

     Women’s Open – August 25 – 29 – Alberta – (Red Deer?)

· Stacey Fournier – has gone through the program right up to playing on the Women’s open team for the last 10 years or so has come forward and offered to help out – would like her to attend all functions (when possible) – she also needs to get her certification 

· Claire Eccles, Niki Boyd and Amanda Assay all members of the National team and alumni of the BC girls program have all offered to help when possible

· Aaron Myette has now take a position as the pitching coach for the National Team – hopefully he is still willing to help when he can
· Rhonda Pauls has been name by Baseball Canada to the Female Umpire Development program
·  Coaches meeting will be held on March 2, 2016
7.8 Grassroots – Grant Butler
· No report

7.9 High Performance – Mike Kelly/Orville Germaine
· No report

7.10 NCCP  – Mike Kelly
· All coaches must be certified
· Fines will be issued for non-certification
· Requested certification sheets from conference – but were denied
· Baseball BC should hold one (1) module each year
7.11 Risk Management – Stuart Drysdale

· No report

7.12 Rules – Stuart Drysdale/John Braaten/Ray Wearing
· No report

7.13 Scholarship – Grant Rimer/Sanda King/Ray Wearing
· No report

7.14 Sponsorship/Marketing/PR/Travel – Pat Weatherill

· No report
7.15 Umpire Liaison – Eric Toneff
· Fraser Campbell is now the contact for discipline – umpires have been notified
· $125 working supervisor fee for the John Main tournament to be paid
7.16 Uniforms (BC) – Ray Wearing
· No report



	8.    New Business: 

	8.1  Fall Ball
· Teams to arrange their own games
· Tournament to be held end of season (15U and 18U)
· Table to June discussion on independent teams playing Fall Ball
8.2  Team 1040 – Community Local Hero

· Rob Fai will interview anyone in the association for weekly programming and will be played on game day of the Vancouver Canadians
· We must be able to commit to 30 weeks – plenty of associations should be no problem to comply
· Eric and Steve will be the contacts
8.3  Appeal – Aldergrove release to North Langley

· Grant Wilkinson (Dad) has appealed Aldergrove’ s decision not to release his children (Ty - 8 and Amy -6) to North Langley

· Same request was made last year and turned down by both Aldergrove and BC (Minor) Baseball board

· Mark Burgess – Vice-President North Langley – letter of response

MOTION:  G. Rimer / T. McGuire

Motion to permit Ty Wilkinson and Any Wilkinson to play in North Langley Minor Baseball program for the 2016 season.

M/S/Defeated – Abstentions:  R. Wearing, O. Germaine, M. Kelly, S. McCann

                               For:  T. Chudyk, G. Rimer

8.4  White Rock

· Request for player to play in Washington State
General Comments:

· None


	Motion to adjourn:    9:25 pm – G. Rimer / E. Toneff
Next Board Meeting: Tuesday, April 05, 2016  - Langley Events Centre 

Other Important Dates: 

 


