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USA Softball of Michigan Blues Across Michigan wants to 
recognize multiple USA Softball Umpires from the USA Soft-
ball of Michigan program every month for their accomplish-
ments on the field in the local area, state or national champi-
onships as well as how they have given back to the game off 
the field. 
 
Being recognized does not always relate to the number of 
national or state championships an umpire has participated 
in. This honor encompasses an umpire’s accomplishments, 
both on and off the field, in their local area and district in ad-
dition to their contributions at the state or national level. 

 
These umpires represent what being a 
member of the USA Softball of Michi-
gan umpire family is all about and 
bring attention to the widespread and 
diverse umpire community in our pro-
gram across the state. 
 
As we head toward the end of 2020 
and move into 2021, we would like to 
recognize a couple of individuals for 
their contributions to our program both 
on and off the field.   
 
We are also remembering those who 
have passed away during the 2020 
year. 



Dan has been umpiring for over eight years through-
out Flint and the surrounding area. He has been very 
helpful over the last few years arranging a site for 
state clinics in the Flint area.  
 
If there is a tournament in the Davison, you can bet 
that Dan will there either umpiring or helping. Dan is 
also willing to go wherever we need him for a slow 
pitch qualifier or state tournament.  
 
Through their donations, Dan and his wife, Debbie, 
they have been very supportive in supporting the 
Umpire Foundation Fund and the Umpire Scholar-
ship Fund we had for the National School in 2019.   
 
In 2019, Dan was able to umpire in his first national 
tournament, the Men’s E Rec Slow Pitch in Evans-
ville, Indiana.  He will be retiring from his job in the 
next few weeks and plans on traveling more.  He has 
assured us that he will not be retiring from umpiring 
anytime soon.  Thank you, Dan for all that you do for 
our program. 

Dan Smith 

District 13 

Robert Hicks has been umpiring for close to 30 years. During this time, he has um-
pired in many slow pitch state qualifiers and state tournaments.  He has had the 
chance to participate as a working umpire in four national championships.  He has 
been at many more tournaments helping as a field coordinator, tournament director, or 
any other position that is needed.   
 
Robert also visits many tournament sites across the 
state to give support to the umpires of District 7 and 
others. He is usually one of the first to volunteer for the 
Special Olympics games held by Don Newsted.  He has 
even showed up at national tournaments while on vaca-
tion to give support to the Michigan umpires at venues 
outside of the state.  
 
Robert has been the District 7 Umpire in Chief for over 
ten years which is primarily the Grand Rapids area. He 
is also responsible for setting up the popular Monday 
night class sessions for the umpires in this area.  
 
Robert has supported the future of the USA Softball of 
Michigan umpires by his contributions to the Umpire 
Foundation Fund and supporting the National School 
Scholarship Fund. In addition to umpiring, Robert works in the insurance business. 
Robert, thank you for your support to our program, on and off the field.  
 
Dan and Robert, congratulations on being recognized as the December Blues Across 
Michigan featured umpires. We are proud of both of you representing our program so 
well on and off the field. 

Robert Hicks 

District 7 



As we gather with our families and friends during the holiday season, 
please take a moment to remember those from our umpire family that 
have passed away. 
 

Terry Coburn-Kalamazoo 
 

Art Serafinski-Ypsilanti 
 

Vern Counseller-Lansing 
 

Charlie Roberts-Kalamazoo 
 

Marv Krueger-Monroe 
 

Terry Dormer-Mason 
 

Jim Dick-Ann Arbor 
 

Bob Kohn-Bay City 
 

Archie Robinson-Saginaw 
 

Mick Barber-Midland 
 

Terry Condit-Ann Arbor 


