
RYBA Weather Policy 
RYBA officials will make a city-wide RYBA cancellation decision by 4:30pm the day of 
the game working directly with the City Park and Rec department. If this decision is 
made the RYBAMN.COM website will indicate the cancellations. Based on the 
situation an RYBA email may be put out, as well on a grade by grade basis. After 5pm, 
it is the joint decision of the two coaches until game time on the playing conditions of 
the field to ensure safety of the RYBA players.  Please note that weather in Rochester 
may frequently be different across the multiple zip codes of area and that city-wide 
decisions will be only for broad whether conditions.  

Rescheduling Games 

Kinderball - 3rd grade games are not rescheduled due to weather.  

4th-9th coaches should contact the director of officiating at umpires@rybamn.com to 
reschedule a game. Any game not completed will be considered a loss in regards to 
winning percentage and league results including playoff seedings where appropriate. 

 

Extreme Heat 

Summer baseball often will be heat and it is very important for families and players to 
be aware of the situation. We closely monitor all types of weather including heat and if 
the conditions are lease be smart for our young ball players and bring plenty of water 
to drink.  Bring a bottle for a friend (for those that often forget!). Also, it's a great idea to 
have a spray bottle or a bucket with water/rags for the ball players to keep refreshed. 

 

If you have unique situations or individual concerns please do what you feel right for 
your family but please notify your coach if you do not plan to attend a game. 

 

Coaches be smart and ensure you use multiple pitchers and catchers.  Coaches have 
the ability to adjust what time players arrive (e.g. 30 minutes early rather than 60 
minutes). Coaches have the ability in K-3 age groups to adjust the time limit of the 
game but should consider the discussion prior to the game starting.  

 

Detailed information on prevention and concerns about heat can be found on the CDC 
website. The heat index is important to watch, as well. Coaches should watch for 
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symptoms in players of heat related issues and take immediate action.  Signs may 
include, but not limited to: 

● Nausea 
● Vomiting 
● Fatigue 
● Weakness 
● Headache 
● Muscle Cramps 
● Dizziness 

The National High School Federation has built educational materials on learning to 
prevent heat related issues. 

Lightning 
RYBA has adopted the MSHSL policy on what to do in the case of lightning. 
 

Lightning/Threatening Weather 

 
Prior to the start of a contest, the host school is responsible for determining whether or not the 
conditions present a threat to the safety of participants and spectators, and will determine 
whether or not the contest will begin. Once the contest begins, the officials have the authority to 
postpone or suspend a contest due to unsafe weather conditions -- that decision may not be 
over-ruled. School officials also still have this authority. The Superintendent or his/her designee 
may over-rule an official and suspend or postpone a contest once it has begun. In other words, 
once a contest has begun either the officials or school authorities may postpone or suspend a 
contest, and cannot be over-ruled by the other party. When in doubt, error on the side of safety. 
  While lightning on the horizon should warn of potential danger, lightning associated with 
thunder or thunder alone means that there is immediate danger to athletes, officials, and 
spectators. The adage — "If you can hear it, clear it." — should be used to make decisions to 
postpone or cancel the activity. Lightning can strike 10 miles ahead of or behind the storm front 
and thunderhead clouds. 
 
When considering resumption of an athletic activity, the MSHSL recommends that 
everyone should wait at least 30 minutes after the last flash of lighting or sound of 
thunder before returning to the field or activity. 
 
Additional lightning-safety guidelines have been developed with the assistance of the National 
Severe Storms Laboratory (NSSL), and are listed below: 
 

http://www.nfhslearn.com/


1. As a minimum, NSSL staff strongly recommend that by the time the monitor obtains a 
flash-to-bang count of 30seconds (equivalent to six miles), all individuals should have left 
the athletics site and reached a safe structure or location.  Athletics events may need to 
be terminated. 
  

2. The existence of blue sky and the absence of rain are not protection from lightning. 
Lightning can, and does, strike as far as 10 miles away from the rain shaft.  It does not 
have to be raining for lightning to strike  
  

3. If no safe structure or location is within a reasonable distance, find a thick grove of small 
trees surrounded by taller trees or a dry ditch.  Assume a crouched position on the 
ground with only the balls of the feet touching the ground, wrap your arms around your 
knees and lower your head.  Minimize contact with the ground, because lightning current 
often enters a victim through the ground rather than by a direct overhead strike. 
MINIMIZE YOUR BODY'S SURFACE AREA, AND MINIMIZE CONTACT WITH THE 
GROUND!  DO NOT LIE FLAT!  If unable to reach safe shelter, stay away from the 
tallest trees or objects (such as light poles or flag poles), metal objects (such as fences 
or bleachers), individual trees, standing pools of water, and open fields.  Avoid being the 
highest object in a field.  Do not take shelter under a single, tall tree. 
  

4. A person who feels his or her hair stand on end, or skin tingle should immediately 
crouch, as described in item 3. 
  

5. Avoid using the telephone, except in emergency situations.  People have been struck by 
lighting while using a land-line telephone.  A cellular phone or a portable remote phone 
is a safe alternative to land-line phones, if the person and the antenna are located within 
a safe structure or location, and if all other precautions are followed. 
  

6. People who have been struck by lightning do not carry an electrical charge.  Therefore, 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) is safe for the responder.  If possible, an injured 
person should be moved to a safer location before starting CPR.  Lightning-strike victims 
who show signs of cardiac or respiratory arrest need emergency help quickly.  Prompt, 
aggressive CPR has been highly effective for the survival of victims of lightning. 

  

 
 


