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MICHAEL BOEHM
University of Michigan
Before he was a Saint Ignatius Wildcat, Michael
Boehm was a Michigan Wolverine.
Sound strange? Well, Michael Boehm is so
good at lacrosse that he committed to the University of Michigan before stepping foot on Wasmer Field as a Wildcat.
Yes, Michael Boehm is pretty special.
From the moment Boehm took the field for
the Lax Cats, you knew he was unique. A central
piece of the offense from the get-go, Boehm
was not your average freshman. Confident but
not cocky, Boehm utilized his incredible skills to
power the Saint Ignatius offense in a way that
freshmen rarely, if ever, do. Boehm proved to be
critical down the stretch during the Wildcats’
improbable march to the inaugural OHSAA State
Championship game in 2017.
Boehm continued to excel in his sophomore
campaign. The Wildcats again charged to the
state title game, enjoying a marvelous 2018 season that fell just short of a trophy.
In 2019, Boehm once again showcased his
skills, leading a potent Saint Ignatius offense.
Few teams could slow down Boehm and the
Wildcats. In the process, Boehm set several
records. In just three seasons, Boehm shattered
the single-season records for goals (71), assists
(47), and points (118) and the career marks for
goals (181), assists (119), and points (300). He’s
also a two-time All-American.
Entering his senior season, Boehm has one
more goal – to help the Wildcats win that elusive
state championship.
Boehm knows a thing or two about winning,
helping the Ice Cats win three state titles during
his tenure. Boehm can play either as a forward
or defenseman for the Wildcats.
Boehm will certainly thrive at the University
of Michigan, just like his sister. Academically, he
should be just fine, too, as he currently sports a
4.21 GPA.
Without a doubt, Boehm walks away as one
of the best lacrosse players to walk the halls of
Wildcat High. He’s also one of the best young
men you’ll ever meet.
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LOGAN BURNS
Marietta College
For Logan Burns, rowing is not just simply
a sport. It is a brotherhood. That’s why Logan
Burns is headed to Marietta College.
Much like Saint Ignatius High School, Marietta
offers an outstanding education with a topnotch rowing program. While rowing is not governed by the NCAA, the Pioneers are a Division I
level program.
When Burns was looking at schools, he wanted
strong academics, a good rowing program, and
a nice college town. Marietta checked all of the
boxes. When Burns visited, he fell in love with
the picturesque campus nestled along the Ohio
River. Marietta’s pre-dental program also offered
plenty of appeal, and other options if he decides
to switch majors, as more than 50% of college
students do at some point.
As it so happens, Burns follows in the footsteps
of his head coach, Connor Walters’ 09, a 2013
Marietta grad. Walters said of Burns, “He has a
great desire to succeed and Marietta is a perfect
fit for him. I’m excited to see him continue at my
alma mater, where he will be a part of a proud
tradition of success.”
Burns has certainly enjoyed his time at Wildcat
High. Not unlike his teammate Eamon Coyne,
Burns has delighted in the memories, big and
small. Two moments he’ll never forget are winning the Midwest Championship team points
trophy in 2018 and earning gold in the Junior 8+
boat at Nationals last June. Coyne was also in
that history-making boat.
But beyond the hardware, Burns has cherished
the time with his friends and teammates. As he’s
discovered, rowing is not simply a sport, but a
place where you make brothers.
Burns is also a bright student in the classroom
and dedicated to service. He joined the St.
Joseph of Arimathea Pallbearer Ministry, performing a Corporal Work of Mercy.
Before departing Saint Ignatius, Burns hopes
to finish off his time with the Crew Cats with
pride. This spring, Burns hopes to return to Nationals and qualify for the Grand Finals in the
Varsity 8.
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CONNOR CMIEL
The Ohio State University
Student-athletes like Connor Cmiel don’t come
around too often.
Every time Cmiel touches the ball, something
special can happen. Whatever the sport, be it
football, basketball, or lacrosse. As a fan, you
can’t help but keep your eyes glued to him.
Cmiel has excelled in all three sports at Saint
Ignatius. If he had a varsity letter jacket, he’d be
running out of space. Cmiel earned three letters with the Football Cats, starring on the varsity level for three years as a wide receiver and
a cornerback. The west-sider spent a few years
with the basketball program, including the 201819 campaign on the varsity team. And of course
Cmiel has played for three seasons so far with
the Lax Cats.
In terms of his next move, Cmiel could have
played college football at any one of several
schools in the Mid-American Conference or
elsewhere. In the midst of an incredible senior
season with the Football Cats, the coaching
staff thought that some big-time colleges might
come calling. Especially after Cmiel returned two
kicks for touchdowns against Mentor and burned
Archbishop Hoban for the game-winning score.
But Cmiel decided to stick with lacrosse, and
play at The Ohio State University. The Buckeyes
will certainly love his lacrosse skills.
Cmiel has accomplished plenty thus far in his
lacrosse career. The speedster showcased his
skill on both his left and right hands last season,
tallying 45 goals and 23 assists for 68 points.
And he’s not just a one-way player. The Wildcats
use him to help clear the ball and also shut down
opponents as an athletic midfielder.
The dangerous part for opponents is that
Cmiel is just getting started. His ceiling is incredibly high. If Cmiel, currently a multisport studentathlete, focuses solely on lacrosse at Ohio State,
he may become an unstoppable superstar.
And before he heads to OSU, look out for him
on the field with the Wildcats this spring. If you
come to a lacrosse game, you won’t be able to
take your eyes off him.
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EAMON COYNE
Saint Joseph’s University
For Eamon Coyne, it was undoubtedly love at
first sight.
Coyne first visited Saint Joseph’s University in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania during his sophomore
year at Saint Ignatius. From the moment he set
his eyes on the Jesuit school, Coyne knew it was
a perfect fit.
From the academics to the beautiful campus
to the Jesuit identity of the university, Coyne
loved everything about the place. He also connected immediately with the rowing program’s
coaches and student-athletes, further cementing
St. Joe’s as his dream school.
Coyne should fit in perfectly at the 170-year
old Catholic institution, just as he’s gelled well at
Saint Ignatius.
From the start, Coyne loved Ohio City’s Jesuit
high school. Coyne bonded with new friends and
teachers, making lifelong connections that he’ll
hold on to forever. Academics-wise, he’s thrived
at Wildcat High.
Coyne has also found a great home in Saint
Ignatius Crew. The Wildcats’ rowing program
has brought him countless memories and friendships. Amongst those memories, one of his favorites occurred last spring on a historic day for
the Wildcats.
Coyne was part of the first 8-man boat to win a
national championship in program history. Coyne
and the Junior 8+ boat captured the gold at the
SRAA National Championships in June. It was a
wonderful moment for Coyne and the Wildcats.
But beyond that, Coyne has taken joy from the
small moments, from Saturday post-practice
breakfast runs with my teammates to the team’s
spring break training trips to South Carolina.
Above all, Coyne has learned the importance
of teamwork. The ultimate team sport, rowing needs all 8 men in the boat to work as one.
Coyne credits his teammates for much of his
success.
Before he heads to Philly, Coyne hopes to
bring home some more hardware – a Midwest
Championship and maybe a medal in the Varsity
8 race at Nationals.
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SAM DAUGSTRUP
Indiana University
It hasn’t been an easy journey for Sam Daugstrup, but he refuses to give up.
Because of that, his best football days may be
ahead of him.
Daugstrup entered his sophomore season with
plenty of anticipation. As a big, athletic tight
end, Daugstrup immediately drew attention,
from his coaches and teammates.
The attention was warranted, as Daugstrup
thrived for the Wildcats in 2017. The coaching
staff designed plays to utilize the athletic, passcatching tight end who is also adept at paving
running lanes for the ballcarrier. Big-time colleges began offering Daugstrup scholarships not
long after his sophomore campaign.
Then in the summer of 2018, Daugstrup suffered a major setback. During a noncontact drill
at a camp at The Ohio State University, Daugstrup tore his ACL. And with that, his junior season was over before it began.
Daugstrup worked hard on rehabbing the
injury, and fought back to nearly full health by
the fall of 2019. From the moment he stepped
onto the field, Daugstrup made a significant
impact. He even played both ways against Archbishop Hoban, helping the Wildcats surmount a
25-point deficit, the largest comeback in Saint
Ignatius football history.
But in the next week, Daugstrup suffered another season-ending injury, a devastating diagnosis for the young man who loves football so
much.
But Daugstrup kept his hopes alive, and was
rewarded by Indiana University. Daugstrup committed to the Hoosiers, and will head there in the
fall.
Based on the flashes that we saw when Daugstrup was healthy, his future is limitless. If the
6’4, 215-pound tight end can stay healthy, he
may just make a name for himself in Bloomington, Indiana.
But whatever his football future holds, this kind
and affable young man has a bright future ahead
of him off the field.
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TEDDY EYINK
Purdue University Fort Wayne
If you’re a batter going against Teddy Eyink,
you better step back a bit in the batter’s box.
Eyink has an incredible fastball with some heat
to it.
And that’s why Eyink is headed to Purdue
University Fort Wayne.
Eyink is a special player for the Wildcats. On a
senior-laden squad in 2019, Eyink did not get a
lot of time on the mound, but when he did, batters struggled against him. The hard-throwing
right-hander struck out 15 hitters in 8 innings (9
appearances) as a junior.
Right now, Eyink hits the upper-80s on the
radar gun with his fast ball, consistently hitting
86-87 miles per hour. But in the next year, with
some hard work, Eyink could hit in the low 90s.
His arm is lively and only getting stronger.
“Teddy has got a ceiling that he doesn’t even
realize is out there yet when it comes to his
baseball ability,” Ganor said. “He’s going to be so
good for us this year, and beyond.”
It’s that type of potential that the Mastodons
are excited about. The Division I program is
transitioning to the Horizon League, and eager
to welcome the fire-throwing Wildcat. The 6’3,
195-pound righty has a bright future ahead of
him.
And that future starts with the 2020 season
with the Wildcats.
Ganor plans on using Eyink plenty this season.
The senior, just like brothers Jack ’18 and Leo ’19
were with the Cats, is a great leader. His exact
role is to be determined, but whether he starts
or comes out of the bullpen, Eyink will be a major contributor this season.
Beyond his baseball skills, Eyink is a quality
young man. A great kid from a wonderful family,
Eyink is the type of player you just love to root
for.
He’s a great student with a 3.2 GPA, and with
some hard work in balancing academics and
athletics, will continue to succeed in college and
beyond.
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NICK FLETCHER
College of the Holy Cross
In a word, Nick Fletcher is a bulldog.
On and off of the field, Fletcher attacks with his
characteristic tenacity. If he’s on the mound, he’s
going after hitters with no fear. If he’s in the classroom, he’s voracious about learning and getting
the best grades he can.
That’s part of the reason why Fletcher is headed
to the prestigious College of the Holy Cross in
Worcester, Massachusetts.
The Division I program in the Patriot League immediately noticed Fletcher when he attended a
camp. The hard-throwing right-hander’s fastball
and offspeed stuff caught the coaches’ eyes. Not
long after, Fletcher became a Crusader.
Fletcher’s first love is baseball, but he also
played football during his first two seasons at
Saint Ignatius. As a freshman, Fletcher wowed
with his arm strength and accuracy. But concussions as a sophomore led him to focus on baseball, and it turned out to be a blessing in disguise.
As a junior, Fletcher became a dynamic pitcher
for the Wildcats. Coach Brad Ganor turned to
him as a shutdown starter, and Fletcher thrived
in the role. The righty became the Wildcats’ No.
2 starter in the postseason, and he limited opponents to very few runs. Fletcher helped win the
Regional Final and earned a shutout win in the
District Semifinal. And most importantly, Fletcher
entered the marathon State Semifinal and threw 5
scoreless innings, allowing just three hits. For the
season, Fletcher tabbed a 6-1 record, 1.89 ERA and
a 1.08 WHIP. In 37 innings, Fletch struck out 32
batters, allowing just 27 hits and 10 runs. He appeared in 11 games, making six starts. Fletcher also
notched 13 hits, 12 runs, and 4 RBI during his time
playing right field.
His teammates also think highly of him. Fletcher was voted as a captain for the 2020 season.
Fletcher will also play the field, as he did in 2019.
Beyond his feats on the baseball field, Fletcher
also served as the color analyst on the SIBN for
the 2019 football season, a role he thrived in.
Look for Fletcher to continue having success on
and off the field in 2020 and beyond. He’s a great
young man with a limitless ceiling.
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TONY GEORGES
University of Akron
Since former Saint Ignatius star quarterback
Tom Arth ’99 took over as the University of
Akron head football coach, a pipeline between
the Wildcats and Zips has opened up.
Last year, Owen Murphy committed to Akron, becoming the first since Matt Hoyer ’12.
This year, Tony Georges will follow Murphy
and
become a Zip.
Georges has been a cornerstone piece of
the Saint Ignatius offensive line for the past
two seasons. A 2-year starter, Georges is the
kind of player who can plug any hole on the
offensive line. As a junior, he roamed between
several positions and filled gaps as needed.
Wherever he played, he excelled.
As a senior, Georges anchored the right side
of the line at tackle. The 6’2, 290-pound lineman started all 10 games, providing stability and veteran leadership for the Wildcats.
Georges showcased his strength and agility
at right tackle all season long, giving quarterback Griffin Hanna time to throw and the
ground game room to operate.
As his offensive line coaches Adam Rini and
Paul Yappel would tell you, Georges is a great
lineman and young man.
Georges also possesses a great sense of
humor as well as good leadership skills. He
could often be found on the sideline saying,
“Deeeeecent,” or pumping up his teammates
for the next drive. Without a doubt, Georges
will be missed next season.
His future at Akron is a bright one. The Zips
will look to utilize him on the line in the next
few years, though his position is uncertain.
With Georges’ football IQ, size, strength, and
athleticism, he’ll fit in wonderfully with the offensive line at Akron.
As far as academics, Georges is currently
undecided, but whatever his major, he’ll be
ready to succeed in the real world in a few
years.
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ANDREW KAYE
Cleveland State University
Over the last few years, the Saint Ignatius golf
program has become one of the best in Northeast Ohio. Andrew Kaye has as much to do with
it as almost anyone.
Since he joined the Golf Cats in 2016, Kaye has
been dynamite. A smart golfer with exceptional
ability, Kaye is the type of program cornerstone
that every coach loves to have. Just ask former
coach Brian Becker ’77 and current coach PJ
Myers ’99. Kaye is the kind of young man every
coach loves to have on his or her squad.
Kaye exploded onto the scene as a sophomore.
While the Wildcats did not qualify as a team in
2017, Kaye punched his ticket as an individual.
He excelled in his first trip to Columbus tallying a
2-day score of 167, including a 79 on Day 2.
Kaye continued to perform well as a junior. He
aided the Wildcats in a stellar 2018 campaign,
the final under Coach Becker. Kaye helped to
guide the Wildcats to the State Tournament,
where they enjoyed a solid output.
Then as a senior, Kaye became the team’s
leader. As the captain, Kaye anchored the Wildcats at just about every event, always leading by
example with his steady, confident play. A calm
player with a smooth swing, Kaye rarely showed
any sign of negativity. You might think he was a
golf pro rather than a high school kid by the way
he conducted himself on the course.
All of his hours of hard work paid off in the
postseason this past fall, Kaye won the District
Tournament with a marvelous score of 67 (-4) to
help carry the Cats to States.
The Wildcats finished 5th at the State Tournament, short of the team’s goal of winning it all.
But Kaye still played well, and carried himself
well. From start to finish, Kaye did it right.
Kaye is sure to succeed at Cleveland State,
just like his coach, PJ Myers ’99, did not long
ago. Kaye currently sports a 4.22 GPA, so he’ll
do great in whatever academic field he chooses.
And as a bonus, his parents will be able to see
him plenty with him staying close to home. You
can bet that Mr. and Mrs. Kaye are very proud of
their son.
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OWEN KEANE
Butler University
Owen Keane became the third member of the
2019 Saint Ignatius offensive line headed to the
next level when he committed to Butler University in late January.
Keane accepted an offer from the Division I
Football Championship Subdivision (FCS) program, a member of the Pioneer Football League.
Coincidentally, Billy Corte ‘18 also competes in
the PFL with Stetson University.
Keane is the latest in a long line of Wildcats’
offensive lineman to advance to the collegiate
level. Adam Rini ’99 and Paul Yappel have molded many youngsters into superb offensive linemen. Amongst that group, Keane may be one
of the most quiet, but he’s one of the most hard
working.
During his time with the Wildcats, Keane’s
work ethic was unmatched. The West Park native
is the type of young man who will put his head
down and work, day in and day out. You won’t
see him post about the grind on Instagram, he’s
too busy in the weight room becoming a better
hammer.
After serving as a backup as a junior in 2018,
Keane carved a starting role for himself in 2019.
The senior started all 10 games at right guard,
paving the way for the Wildcats’ ground game
and allowing time for quarterback Griffin Hanna
to operate in the pocket.
The 6’3, 290-pound guard did not draw any
postseason accolades, but he received plenty of
praise from his coaches and teammates.
Butler will be a good fit for Keane. A private
liberal arts university in Indianapolis, Indiana,
Butler is a wonderful school with 4,200 undergrad students and over 60 fields of study. Butler’s president, Jim Danko ’71, actually went to
Saint Ignatius.
Keane plans on having a career in the STEM
field, and with his 4.21 GPA, he has the work
ethic and grades to do so.
On the field, Keane will look to help Butler
rebound from a 3-9 record in 2019. Off the field,
he’ll look to accomplish his dreams, too.
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THEO KUDLO
The Master’s University
A free ride to college, a chance to play soccer,
and living in close proximity to the beach proved
to be too much to pass up for Theo Kudlo.
Yes, the Wildcats’ happy-go-lucky, tough defender is headed to Santa Clarita, California to
play soccer at the Master’s University.
A member of the National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA), The Master’s University is a non-denominational, conservative Christian liberal arts university with an enrollment of
1,200 students.
Theo Kudlo is a unique young man, in a good
way. In the way he plays, in the way he acts, and
the way his peers view him.
For proof, just watch him play. Kudlo is a shutdown defender. Head coach Mike McLaughlin ‘85
often played him against the opposing team’s
best player, tasking Theo with limiting some of
the best players in the state and the country.
Kudlo always did it with a smile and his trademark enthusiasm.
But Kudlo is not just going to play bullyball
and body other players. No, he’s slick with the
ball and can use his feet to tap the ball away
from your wheelhouse. Kudlo is masterful in
clearing the ball out and in finding his squad’s
midfielders and forwards for breakouts.
And even more rare is the kind of respect and
admiration Kudlo commands from opponents.
After several games the last few seasons, some
of the best players in the country approached
Theo asking him for a selfie, just moments after
Kudlo finished shutting them down.
Over his three seasons on varsity, Kudlo accrued 3,069 minutes of playing time, tallying 3
goals, 10 assists, and 47 fouls. Over 55 games
played, 47 fouls is pretty low, especially for
someone in Kudlo’s role, tasked with shutting
down elite players.
And off of the field, Kudlo is a wonderful
young man. Always quick with a smile, Kudlo is a
genuinely kind human being. It pairs well with his
hard work ethic and willingness to play through
pain. He’s well beloved by his teammates. No
doubt about it, Kudlo is destined for success.
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LUKE LASHUTKA
St. Bonaventure University
To win in baseball, you need to have clutch
players. Luke Lashutka is that type of clutch guy
that every team craves.
So it’s no wonder that St. Bonaventure
scooped up the Wildcats’ hard-throwing righthander.
Save for Andrew Mulhern ’19, no Saint
Ignatius varsity pitcher hurled more innings in
2019 than Lashutka. As a junior, Lashutka was a
stout innings-eater for manager Brad Ganor, as
well as a clutch pitcher in the postseason.
But Lashutka was no revelation last season.
Ganor knew from the start he had something
special in Lashutka, who made the varsity squad
as a sophomore. His brightest moment may have
come against St. Edward, when Lashutka tossed
three shutout innings, striking out four and
needing just 32 pitches to accomplish the feat.
Lashutka developed further as a junior, pitching in 14 games, second only to Sam LaGuardia
’19. Lashutka started 8 games and compiled 44
2/3 innings. Lashutka logged a 5-3 record and 1
save, with 50 strikeouts, a 2.84 ERA and a 1.26
WHIP.
Lashutka will forever be remembered by Wildcats’ fans as the man who shut down the Mentor Cardinals in the Wildcats’ second state title
in program history. After throwing 2 2/3 innings
vs. Hilliard Darby a couple days before, Lashutka
tossed 5 innings of shutout baseball vs. Mentor
in the State Championship. In two games on the
biggest stage, Lashutka threw 7 2/3 innings of
scoreless baseball with 8 strikeouts.
In the days following the state title, Lashutka’s
teammates voted him as a team captain for the
2020 season.
In June, Ganor said of Lashutka: “Luke is quiet,
but super intense and focus,” Ganor said. “He
won’t be a screamer and yeller, the rah-rah guy,
but he’ll be the lead-by-example guy, with super
intense leadership.”
Lashutka will be a major contributor again in
2020. If the Wildcats return to the state title
game this year, Lashutka will be a key part of it.
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CONNOR MAYS
St. Bonaventure University
Connor Mays is the kind of do-it-all player that
every baseball manager loves to have on his
squad.
Mays can do it all pitch, hit, field, run – and he
does it all in his humble way without question or
complaint.
The senior helped the Wildcats in any way he
could last year, and as a result, the men of Brad
Ganor rallied to the program’s second state title
in school history.
Most often, Mays found himself playing at first
base. At the plate, Mays experienced an upand-down year statistically, but he did play in 18
games, notching 9 hits, 3 RBI and 4 runs. And
in the field, Mays was dynamite. He recorded 98
putouts with just 1 error, helping in 11 doubleplays. He finished with a near-flawless .990 fielding percentage.
Mays pitched well for the men of Ohio City,
too. Ganor trotted out May for three starts, and
the junior did well in all of them. For the year,
Mays pitched in five games for a total of 12 2/3
innings. The right-hander accrued a stellar 1.66
ERA, surrendering only three earned runs all
year. With his three pitch array (fastball, changeup, curveball), Mays struck out 10 batters. An
accurate arm on the mound, Mays notched a 1-1
record.
St. Bonaventure will welcome Mays with open
arms. The private Franciscan university in Allegany, New York has hosted many Ignatians recently, including Murphy O’Brien ’16 (baseball),
Juan Pen ’18 (rugby), and Alex Chura ’18 (rugby).
And of course, Luke Lashutka will also be
headed to the prominent school that sits about
three hours east of Cleveland.
Before he heads to St. Bonaventure, Mays will
look to help capture another state title. But win
or lose, Coach Brad Ganor will enjoy having
Mays around another year. Ganor describes him
as, “passionate, focused, and hard-working,” a
wonderful student-athlete and teammate.
Good things are ahead for Mays.
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MATTHEW McLAUGHLIN
University of Notre Dame
The dream of so many Irish-Catholic young men
is to attend the University of Notre Dame in South
Bend, Indiana.
Matthew McLaughlin is one of the proud few
who will have the opportunity to do so.
With his special combination of athleticism
on the pitch and his smarts in the classroom,
McLaughlin earned his way to the prestigious
Catholic institution. McLaughlin is quite a special
young man.
For four years at Saint Ignatius, the humble
young man shined on and off the field. Playing for
his dad, Mike McLaughlin ’85, Matthew helped the
Wildcats secure state and national titles in 2016
and 2019. During his 4-year career, McLaughlin tallied 54 goals, 48 assists, and points. A true ironman, McLaughlin started 77 games and appeared
in 88, registering 5,332 minutes.
His most crowning individual achievement is
setting the school’s career assist record with 48,
breaking the previous high by Mark Blades.
The Broadview Heights native tallied 15 assists
alone in 2019, and finished second on the squad
with 18 goals. Thanks in part to the captain’s efforts, the Wildcats won the program’s ninth
OHSAA Division I State Championship and fifth
National Championship.
At the end of the season, McLaughlin earned a
spot in the High School All-American Game, AllAmerican status, Academic All-Ohio, All-Ohio, and
Greater Cleveland Player of the Year, and 1st Team
All-Greater Cleveland honors.
Beyond his stats, McLaughlin showed great
leadership skills all throughout his time at Wildcat High. In 2018 and 2019, he served as the #34
Jim Skerl Award winner. And of course, he led the
team as a captain this past season.
Off of the field, McLaughlin was just as exceptional. As of presstime, the star Wildcat has a 4.2
cumulative GPA. His teachers will tell you that
you’d be hard-pressed to find a more dedicated
student.
McLaughlin will be a star at Notre Dame on and
off the field. This young man has a shimmering
future ahead.
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MICHAEL McNAMARA
Kent State University
On many teams, the shortstop is often the
heart of the team. You can definitely say that
about Saint Ignatius baseball, which can call
Michael McNamara the heartbeat of its squad.
McNamara is a man of many talents. At one
point, the Cleveland native played three sports
at Saint Ignatius – football, basketball, and baseball. He starred in all three as a sophomore.
As a second-year Baseball Cat, McNamara finished with 19 RBIs, second on the team, batting
.344 and scoring 18 runs. McNamara also powered the team’s only home run of the year.
Kent State University took notice of
McNamara, extending a baseball scholarship, an
offer he couldn’t refuse in January 2019.
During his junior year, McNamara focused
on football and baseball. In the fall, McNamara
notched 25 tackles, 7.5 tackles for loss, 2 sacks,
2 pass breakups, 5 quarterback hits, 1 fumble
recovery, and 1 forced fumble. Then in the spring,
McNamara helped the Wildcats win the program’s second state title.
McNamara played a key role all season, tying
for the team lead with 25 RBIs and topping the
team in homers with 4. The skilled shortstop
hit for a .263 average, scoring 26 runs in a very
productive season. But he made his impact even
more in the postseason.
His proudest moment came in the marathon
10-inning state title game vs. Mentor. McNamara
hit a bomb for a triple in the top of the 10th,
scoring the game-winning run just a few moments later.
Only a few days after the championship, his
teammates voted him as a captain for 2020.
“Mike Mac” also served as a captain for the
football team during the 2019 season. McNamara
starred at linebacker, tallying 20 tackles, 5.5
tackles for loss, 1 sack, and 1 forced fumble. He
was an instrumental part of the squad.
This season, McNamara will again be a crucial
cog for the Baseball Cats. The athletic, strong
shortstop is a marvel to watch. And the good
news? His parents and Wildcats fans will get to
continue watching him at Kent State.
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JOEY MORFORD
Saint Joseph’s University
Filling the huge shoes of one of the Wildcats’
best faceoff specialists in program history, Anthony Ameo ’18, might have been challenging for
some. But Joey Morford has been up to the challenge, and has proved to be an excellent player
in his own right.
Morford emerged as a dynamite player at X in
2019. As a junior, Morford showcased great talent, and for that reason, he’ll play Division I
lacrosse, joining Michael Boehm and Connor
Cmiel in the college ranks this year.
As the team’s primary faceoff man last year,
Morford looked excellent. As a junior, Morford
won 56% of all of his draws, a very nice percentage. Just as impressive, Morford did even better against in-state foes, earning a 60% faceoff
percentage vs. Ohio opponents.
Beyond the stats, physicality and scrappiness
showed all season. Morford battled for every
loose ball with a passion, showcasing grittiness
and toughness in scooping up the ball whenever
it sat open for the taking. Over the course of the
season, Morford finished with 62 ground balls, a
certifiable vacuum on the field.
On several occasions, Morford even tallied a
mark in the stat sheet besides the faceoff
column. Morford found the back of the net twice
for goals. And on another occasion, Morford
marked down an assist on a Wildcat goal.
Morford has been busy since the end of last
season, too. In June, Morford headed to Baltimore for the 2019 Under Armour All American
Lacrosse Classic® Underclass Tournament. To
earn a spot in this game is quite special. Morford
played other top competition all summer, too.
This winter, Morford made the Saint Ignatius
hockey squad. As a senior, Morford has enjoyed
a very solid year. Jack O’Rourke ’20 says of him:
“Joey is the definition of grit. He’ll give 110%.
He has high hockey IQ that mixes well with his
constant intensity and energy. Joey can put the
puck past the goalie and is a key part of the PK.”
And before heading to Saint Joseph’s University, Morford will look to win a title with the Lax
Cats.
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NICK SCHWITZGEBEL
Dartmouth College
Every year, the Saint Ignatius football program
sends a player or several to the Ivy League. This
year, the Wildcats’ representative is Nick
Schwitzgebel.
The smart senior enjoyed a wonderful career
on and off the field with the Wildcats, and now
he’s headed to a bright future at Dartmouth
College in Hanover, New Hampshire.
The Wildcats’ coaching staff always knew
Schwitzgebel was special. The Clevelander
looked good as a freshman and then drew notice
as a sophomore, earning Scout Team Player of
the Week honors at one point from Coach Ryan
Franzinger’ 02.
Schwitzgebel really broke onto the scene as a
junior in 2018. The big, athletic lineman earned
a starting role at right tackle and immediately
made an impact. Schwitzgebel played well and
scored well during film sessions with his offensive line coaches.
In between his junior and senior seasons,
Schwitzgebel hit the weight room and continued to get stronger. His teammates and coaches
took notice. Schwitzgebel was voted as a captain for the 2019 season, and with good reason.
Before the start of the year, his coaches designated him as the starting left tackle. The decision proved to be a good one, as he started all
10 games. The 6’4, 295-pound tackle graded out
at a 93% blocking efficiency, earning himself AllDistrict honorable mention.
Both on and off the field, Schwitzgebel was an
outstanding leader for the Football Cats.
College coaches took notice of the veteran
tackle, as Schwitzgebel drew several offers. But
the opportunity of an Ivy League education in a
beautiful college setting. Dartmouth is nestled
on the Connecticut River near the New Hampshire/Vermont border, with its own ski slope.
Schwitzgebel fell in love with the campus location as well as academics and football program.
With his hard work ethic (evidenced by his 3.6
GPA) and good attitude, Schwitzgebel is sure to
succeed at Dartmouth and beyond.
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PETER VAN EUWEN
The Ohio State University

To win a state championship in soccer, you
need a reliable goalie. Peter Van Euwen is just
that type of goalie.
Van Euwen helped to lead the Wildcats to the
2019 OHSAA Division I State Championship and
the National Championship, anchoring the Soccer Cats all season with his outstanding play in
net. And even before the state title, Van Euwen
was showcasing his skills. That’s why The Ohio
State University recruited him.
Van Euwen first erupted onto the scene as a
sophomore. The Avon Lake native split time in
net, but started several playoff games for the
Wildcats before suffering an injury in the State
Semifinal in 2017.
The 5’11, 175-pound goalie came back stronger
as a junior, earning the full-time starter role. An
injury kept him out part of the season, but he
helped the Wildcats reach the state semifinal
again.
As a senior, Van Euwen enjoyed his best season
yet. He started all 23 games, notching a 21-0-2
record. Van Euwen recorded 15 shutouts, surrendering just 6 goals. For the year, he tabbed
36 saves. Van Euwen only allowed 1 goals in the
playoffs, pitching 5 shutouts, including in the
final four games.
Van Euwen completes his career as arguably
one of the best goalies in Saint Ignatius soccer
history. In 52 starts and 54 games, Van Euwen
accrued a 42-4-5 record with 25 shutouts and
94 saves. He surrendered just 31 goals in 3,755
minutes played, an average of just 0.60 goals
per game.
Van Euwen also served as a critical team leader
during the 2019 championship run. A co-captain,
Van Euwen often led the squad with his direct
and clear commands on the field. Formerly a
baseball player, Van Euwen displayed his arm
and athleticism on the pitch, always commanding the field.
And off the field, Van Euwen provided a great
example. With a 4.4 GPA, he has always stayed
on top of his schoolwork. With that work ethic,
the Buckeyes are lucky to have him.
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JACK WELCSH
University of Cincinnati
After a spectacular career with the Saint
Ignatius football program, Jack Welcsh went
looking for his college destination, planning his
next move.
Once he visited the University of Cincinnati, his
search for a new home was over.
Welcsh will be a preferred walk-on for the
Bearcats.
From the moment he stepped on campus,
Welcsh knew there was something special about
Cincinnati. Immediately, he felt at home at the
big school, which hosts 44,000 students. The
campus has a sense of community that drew
Welcsh in right away.
During the visit to Cincinnati, Welcsh also
loved the coaches. The team’s positive culture
appealed to him from the start.
Welcsh has enjoyed his time at Saint Ignatius,
too. He made an impact right from the start,
earning a spot on the varsity level in the playoffs
in 2017. Welcsh scored a touchdown at running
back in the Regional Semifinal.
Then as a junior for the Football Cats, Welcsh
continued to impress, playing on both sides of
the ball. Welcsh tallied 350 rushing yards, 115
receiving yards, and 5 touchdowns. He also accrued 29.5 tackles, a tackle for loss, an interception, and two fumble recoveries.
Welcsh also starred on the lacrosse field in
the spring. The defender earned All-Region and
All-MSLCA honors for his outstanding play in
protecting the net for the Wildcats. His coaches
always have great trust in him. After the 2019
season, Welcsh was named a team captain.
Welcsh’s football teammates also voted him
as a captain. The Lakewood native thrived as a
two-way player in 2019. His coaches named him
as the #34 Jim Skerl Award winner as well, an
honor Welcsh calls one of the greatest of his life.
On offense, Welcsh finished with 590 rushing
yards, 207 receiving yards, and 6 total touchdowns. On defense, he registered 20 tackles, 2.5
tackles for loss, and 1 interception.
At Cincinnati, Welcsh is not sure what position
he’ll play, but wherever he plays, he’ll thrive.
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STEVE ZUCCA
Fordham University
What’s not to love about Steve Zucca’s college
decision?
He’ll be competing at a Division I level. He’ll be
continuing his Jesuit education. He’ll be living
in New York City. He’ll be thriving at Fordham
University.
Zucca will head to the Bronx in the fall to compete for the Rams in cross country and track &
field. A member of the Atlantic 10, the Rams are
a top-notch program and will be happy to have
Zucca, a top-flight runner for the Saint Ignatius
cross country and track & field programs.
His coaches – Dr. Michael Gallagher ’71 and
Chuck Kyle ’69 – have always seen something
special in Zucca. But the University Heights native first proved their faith last spring.
Zucca enjoyed a breakout year with the Track
& Field Cats in 2019. Zucca punched a ticket to
the State Meet in Columbus as an individual in
the 3200m run and as a member of the 4x800
relay squad. Zucca tallied an 8th place finish in
the 3200, and helped the Cats take 10th in the
relay.
After his awesome junior year, college coaches
started calling. After his senior season with the
Cross Country Cats, the interest from coaches
heightened.
Zucca served as the anchor for the Cross
Country Cats this past fall. He consistently led
the Cat Pack all season. At the State Meet, Zucca
did some of his best work, stealing the show for
the Wildcats. The savvy senior lit the way for his
squad, finishing 11th overall with a time of 15:43.
Thanks in part to his heroics, the Cats placed 9th
as a team.
The finalists for his college choice became
Duquesne and Fordham. But once he visited the
Jesuit campus in the Bronx, he was sold.
Several Wildcats have excelled at Fordham in
recent years – Mike Watts ’11, Rustom Khouri ’12,
and Patrick Viancourt ’17. With Zucca’s dogged
determination, communication skills, and unquestioned smarts, he’s sure to become the latest Wildcat to succeed in NYC.
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CONGRATS, SENIORS!
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