MICHIGAN AMATEUR HOCKEY ASSOCIATION
DISTRICT 4 MEETING
MONDAY, OCTOBER 13th, 2025
District 4 Chair Popma called the meeting to order at 6:03 PM.  Minutes recorded by D4 Chair/Secretary Popma.  Meeting held via Microsoft Teams.
[bookmark: _Hlk134570865][bookmark: _Hlk166495637][bookmark: _Hlk210569371]DIRECTORS PRESENT:	Chairman John Popma, Treasurer Shelly-Ann Dow, Director Bob DeSpirt, Director Kim Gearns, Director Henrik Impola, Director Gordie Lietz, Director Tom Krzyzak
COUNCIL PRESENT: 	Council Member Nick Zajas, Council Member Greg Hames
ABSENT:	Council Member Maria Biederman 
GUESTS:	none

OPEN CALL:	none 
MINUTES:	Review August 2025 minutes.  Motion to approve by Council Member Zajas, 2nd by Director Lietz, YES votes from Treasurer Dow, Director DeSpirt, Director  Gearns, Director Impola, PASSES.   
	Director DeSpirt to post online.	

D4 CALENDAR:	November meeting to be held November 10, 2025
TREASURER REPORT:	
· Treasurer Dow had nothing to report.
DISTRICT CHAIR REPORT:	
· Closest to the rink exceptions (9 to D4 approved, 8 from D4 approved / 12 to D4 denied, 1 from D4 denied)
· No new interstate transfers for the month. 
· Chair meeting held September 8, 2025. 
· MAHA President sent email on September 5 indicating that all conditional rosters will be considered approved and flagged submissions will be approved, pending exceptions to be submitted before September 15th.  Affiliate agreements have been completed.
· Director DeSpirt and Chair Popma on Out of District Committee to review rules submissions. 
· All Tier 3 drafts and single-entry certifications have been received and verified.
· Several independent teams at credential checks despite USAH registrars indicating none. 
· Email with District registration information and dates sent to Association Leadership. 
MAHA CONGRESS REPORT:
· Director DeSpirt reported coaching certificates/CEP credits are available online.
· Discussion of GameSheets being mandatory for 2026-27.
· Association of the Year will be District based with an overall winner.
· MHSAA makes CPR training mandatory for all coaches.
· Tier 2 and Tier 3 committees established.
· Mite jamboree registrations opened September 14.
· Video review and supplemental discipline processes are being studied for revision.
· MAHA nominations for Treasurer, VP girls, and 1 USA Hockey Representative close November 30. 
· 2027 Summer Meeting will be at Shanty Creek.
· Risk Management discussed; KV ice contract with Black Bear with concerns that it shifts all responsibility to the renter.
· Needing to review District locker room policy and adoption of SafeSport handbook policy. 
· MAHA seeking list of rink contacts.
· Request for new committee members to avoid conflict and overlap.
· New supplemental discipline and video review process being studied.

ASSOCIATION/CLUB REPORTS:	
· Kensington Valley reporting Biggby AAA teams still skating out of Brighton. Council discussed not in support of these Biggby AAA teams skating out of Brighton as it is a blatant violation.  D4 Chair Popma to email coaches of possible hearing.
· Kensington Valley shared a report made to them regarding a suspicious person. Forwarded to MAHA Legal.
· Nothing to report from Birmingham, Canton, Compuware, Honeybaked, Hartland, Lakeland, Little Caesars, Farmington Hills, Grand River, Livonia, Novi, Orchard Lake, Plymouth, Jimmy Joihns, USA Hockey Club, Victory Honda, adults, or disabled.
[bookmark: _Hlk108542043]RULES:	
· Director Lietz suggested inviting associations to January meeting to discuss rule proposals. Not present to report.  Review of proposed rules moved to next meeting.
· 2025-26 Tournament Guidebook posted online, and link shared with association leadership. 
· Council Member Hames rule change submitted. 
COACHING:	
· Director Impola maintains a coaches Facebook page.
SAFESPORT/CONCUSSION:	
· Summary Suspension of an 18u player issued 9/23.

DISTRICTS/STATES:	
· [bookmark: _Hlk158580262]October playoff teams credentialled on October 2, 2025, in Farmington Hills.  One suspension for unserved (improperly served) player GMs.  
· Discuss GameSheets requirement for all playoff games.  Email sent to VP Youth for codes and access to upload games.
· Intent to enter due November 1st. 
· Discuss Round 2 seeding.  Teams will re-seed for Round 2 for travel.
· Referee scheduling will continue as in 2025.

[bookmark: _Hlk127560540][bookmark: _Hlk195108076]BLOCK GRANTS:	Treasurer Dow reported no applications with a due date of November 15, 2025.
MITES:	Director Lietz reported that Mite Jamborees are filling up and 8U Plus meeting set for October 15, 2025, by Reynolds. 
WEBSITE:	Director DeSpirt added information on locker room monitors, council protocols, mission statement APPROVED. Succession planning information to be completed, and council only page added. 
DISCIPLINE: 
· 23 carry-over suspensions.  12 served.  11 remaining (2 unserved, 2 in other districts, 7 not registered to USAH).
· 51 Game Misconduct penalties for the season.
· 5 Match penalties for the season.
· Errors will only be corrected within 7 days.  11 errors submitted/ 1 pending, 10 corrected.
· Discuss Hearings to be scheduled.

OLD BUSINESS:	
· D4 apparel budget/financials. Council Member Hames reported delays with overseas products.
· D4 Council roster.  All reported up to date.
· D4 mission statement.  Reviewed and approved as is – NO CHANGE.
· LCFH 30% rule plan
· Complaint about LC teams not wearing helmets in Detroit. Director Lietz to investigate.
· Locker room monitors.  Reviewed and approved to keep D4 requirement of 2 locker room monitors – NO CHANGE.
· Exception requests reviewed and voted.

NEW BUSINESS:	
· Continuing complaints about BIGGBY teams participating in Brighton.  TOT MAHA BOD for jurisdiction.
· MAHA D4 social media.  Treasurer Dow waiting passwords to previous Facebook account.
· Exception requests status reviewed.
· Representative for Mental Health Committee.  Chair Popma emailed Associations for volunteers.
· 2025-26 Annual Guide posted. 
· Council Member Zajas reported three sled hockey teams seeking a new association. 
· Director Gearns on Tier 2 committee, Director DeSpirt on Tier 3 committee. 

OPEN END CALL:  	none

ADJOUNRMENT:	Motion to adjourn made by Council Member Zajas, 2nd by Treasurer Dow.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:21 PM.
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