
Ohio Hot Stove Baseball League, Inc. 

 

1 www.ohsbl.com 
 

 
April 5, 2020 

 

Charters, 
    We at Ohio Hot Stove are continuing to fight alongside everyone as we battle COVID-19. We are strongly 
urging everyone to follow the CDC and governmental restrictions and recommendations so that we can win 
this battle. Much of what is presented is grim and it may seem that we are in an eternal period of darkness. 
We will get through this together! We hope to provide some light at the end of this dark tunnel. The Executive 
Committee has continued to hold conference calls and communicate as we navigate these unchartered 
waters. We plan to have as full of a regular baseball season and tournament in 2020. To accomplish this, the 
board has decided to modify the parameters of our season. To that extent, we have made the following 
changes: 

 The State Championship weekend will now be held on August 15 and 16, still at beautiful, Butler 
Rodman Park in Alliance. 

 Regional tournament games will be held the weekends of August 1 and 2 as well as August 8 and 9. 

 Regular season games will start no sooner than the week of May 17 and should still enable teams to 
play a full regular season. The tentative guidelines for season start dates are: 

o Class F – Week of May 18 (but only one game as needed in that week) 
o Classes HH-H-GG-G – Week of May 26 
o All other Classes – Week of June 1 

    We understand that there are potential obstacles with this configuration, largely dependent upon any 
revised guidelines we all receive. We also understand that by delaying the start of the tournament there may 
be conflicts with other sports. These factors along with apprehension families may have about returning to 
society were taken into consideration. By setting forth these dates we hope that teams can assess and adjust 
accordingly. We also realize that the construction of teams may be impacted so the deadlines for roster 
revisions will also be extended to accommodate these situations. Official dates will be published at a later 
time, once we are closer to our start. Please also note that while teams are strongly encouraged to participate 
in both the regular season and the tournament, it is not a requirement for a team to participate in tournament 
play. So if the later tournament dates are a problem, please consider joining us for the regular season.  
    There are also questions about team readiness. “We need to practice,” “We won’t have uniforms,” are a 
few statements we have all heard. While we always want teams to be prepared as possible, we understand 
that everyone is in a similar situation. If players don’t have new uniforms for a while, it’s OK. If there are 
limited opportunities to practice, we understand. Again, we are all in the same boat. We feel that it’s 
important to focus on playing ball and those other items, while inconvenient, should not get in the way of 
playing ball. We will be flexible wherever we can and ask the same from everyone.  
    There are many variables out there, to which we will continue to navigate. We welcome any and all 
feedback to help us along the way, so feel free to reach out to OHSBL President, Lou Vasi, 440-823-2796 or 
lou@loraincountyhotstove.com, at any time. Let’s keep up the fight and get on the field! 
 
Respectfully, 
The Ohio Hot Stove Baseball League, Inc. Executive Committee 
 
“The one constant through all the years, has been baseball. America has rolled by like an army of steamrollers. It's been erased like a 
blackboard, rebuilt, and erased again. But baseball has marked the time. This field, this game -- it's a part of our past. It reminds us of 

all that once was good, and it could be again.” ~ Field of Dreams 
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