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INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY
Effective: May, 2024

Taxandria Falcons Soccer Club (hereinafter “Taxandria” and/or “The Club”) primary concern during all club activities is the safety of players, coaches, and spectators. Even though activities are scheduled rain or shine, they will proceed only as long as it is safe to do so.
	IMPORTANT: Regardless of the decisions made by the Club, Referee, Coach (Team Leader), or Technical Staff, participants (and/or their legal guardians) should always use their own judgment when a thunderstorm or other dangerous weather is present.



Weather Notifications and Field Closures
Taxandria permits most of its fields from the Township of Warwick and is subject to their Field Closure policies. The Township may close the fields in the event of heavy rainfall or other field related issues at some parks and not at others. If the fields are closed by the Township, Taxandria will make every effort to reschedule all of those canceled games.

When weather could be an issue, games may be canceled by the Club the day of. The Club will post notification on the club’s Facebook by 5:00pm when games are canceled due to weather or other circumstances. It is the responsibility of coach, referees and participants (and/or their legal guardians) to check Facebook for updates and are their teams primary source of contact.

No Notice of Cancellation – After 5:00pm
The decision to start or to continue a game will be made at the field by the Referee. These decisions are final.
For those activities that do not have a referee present, the Coach (Team Leader) and/or Technical Staff will make the decision whether to remove the team or individuals in the event of dangerous weather.

Lightning Policy
The Club follows the Lightning Safety / Severe Weather Policy as set out by the Ontario Soccer Association. The policy is as follows:
 
For games or practices, use the 30/30 Flash to Bang Rule to monitor lightning for evacuation of the playing field to a safer environment. If the time from when you see lightning to hearing thunder is 30 seconds or less, play will be suspended for at least 30 minutes.

Lightning awareness should begin with the first flash of lightning seen or thunder clap heard. Know where the closest safe structure or location is to the field. If no enclosed structures are available, fully enclosed vehicles such as cars, trucks, buses, vans, etc. with the windows rolled up provide good shelter from lightning. Never stand under trees, in an open field, or under an umbrella.

An activity should not be resumed until at least 30 minutes after the last flash of lightning or sound of thunder.

For more details and to read the entire Lightning Safety / Severe Weather Policy, visit www.ontariosoccer.net

Heat / Humidex Policy
With the changing climate conditions, the London area has seen an increase in the number of high heat days during the outdoor playing season. To ensure a safe and enjoyable playing experience, the Club shall govern competitions and trainings in the following matter with respect to high and/or extreme heat. 

Where the air temperatures (including the Humidex) reach the following thresholds one (1) hour prior to a match or training, the Club shall take the following actions: 
	Temperature
	Match
	Training

	32C or under 
	Proceed as normal
	Proceed as normal

	32C and 38C 
	Match to proceed. The Match must have at least one, 2 minute water break in each half. It is up to the discretion of the Referee and/or coaches to provide additional water breaks in each half. For those situations where teams can not field a minimum of 11 players, it is recommended that both coaches and referee(s) agree to shorten the game by at least 10%
	Additional breaks should be incorporated into the training session

	Above 38C
	Match is cancelled 
	Training sessions are to be cancelled



In addition to the air temperature, the Club shall cancel matches and/or trainings one (1) hour in advance should the Air Quality Index be Poor in the London area (as determined by Environment Canada).
[bookmark: _GoBack]If you have any questions or concerns regarding this policy, please contact our board at taxandriasoccer@gmail.com. 
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