
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
KCYHA DIRECTOR OF HOCKEY OPERATIONS/TRAVEL HOCKEY DIRECTOR 
 
Chris Newans – Chris Newans is from Yorkton, Saskatchewan. Chris played 17years of pro hockey, playing in 
nine leagues over the course of his career.  He played and coached for five years in the Elite European 
Leagues and was the Head Strength and Conditioning Coach for 7 years at the University of Alaska 
Anchorage. Chris also coached Varsity High School in the US as well as AAA level Canada from 2014-2016. 
He was the Operations Manager at Acceleration Alaska, a high-end sports training facility, working with 
Olympic athletes and Stanley Cup NHL players, both on ice and off the ice. Chris has three grown children and 
has lived in the Kansas City/St. Joseph area for two years. When he is not thinking about hockey, his favorite 
pastime is golf. 
 
 
 
KC MAVS 10U (SQUIRT) TRAVEL COACHES 
 
Ken Goetz - Ken Goetz played collegiately at Quinnipiac University in 1996 before joining the Jr. Coyotes of 
the EJHL in 1997 as an overage 20-year-old. Ken completed his college career graduating from D-III ECAC 
East UMass-Boston in 2001 where he collected 12 goals and 9 assists during his senior year and served as 
Assistant Captain. At the conclusion of his college career, Ken signed as a free agent with the Elmira Jackals 
of the United Hockey League. Ken went on to play 6 seasons of professional hockey in the Central Hockey 
League, East Coast Hockey League and a short stint with the Pittsburgh Penguins top affiliate, the Scranton 
Wilkes-Barre Penguins of the American Hockey League. During Ken’s professional career he scored 11G and 
14A while amassing over 1,300 PIMS in 230 games. Since retirement, Ken has coached youth hockey at all 
levels including Learn to Skate, Learn to Play, U8, U10, U12. Ken also coached the U16 Maine Junior 
BlackBears Tier 2 team for one season before moving to Kansas City where he resides with his wife Dawn and 
children Daxton and Drayden. 
 
Other Squirt coaches will be named at the conclusion of tryouts. 
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KC MAVS 12U (PEEWEE) TRAVEL COACHES 
 
DJ Wiles – DJ has been coaching KC Mavs Travel for 5 years with team Championships at the AA, A1 and A2 
levels. Players and parents alike love Coach Wiles, not just because he wins, but because of the energy and 
enthusiasm he brings. Coach Wiles, like the players he coaches, leaves it all on the ice. DJ was born in Des 
Moines, Iowa where he played travel hockey until he moved to Overland Park and continued playing travel 
hockey at the AAA level for the Stars program.  DJ played in the Stars program for 6 years while also playing 
for his high school team Blue Valley Northwest.  DJ was coached & trained by both Pat Ferschweiler and 
Jason Herter.  This will be his fifth year as head coach. 
 
Ken Goetz - Ken Goetz played collegiately at Quinnipiac University in 1996 before joining the Jr. Coyotes of 
the EJHL in 1997 as an overage 20-year-old. Ken completed his college career graduating from D-III ECAC 
East UMass-Boston in 2001 where he collected 12 goals and 9 assists during his senior year and served as 
Assistant Captain. At the conclusion of his college career, Ken signed as a free-agent with the Elmira Jackals 
of the United Hockey League. Ken went on to play 6 seasons of professional hockey in the Central Hockey 
League, East Coast Hockey League and a short stint with the Pittsburgh Penguins top affiliate, the Scranton 
Wilkes-Barre Penguins of the American Hockey League. During Ken’s professional career he scored 11G and 
14A while amassing over 1,300 PIMS in 230 games. Since retirement, Ken has coached youth hockey at all 
levels including Learn to Skate, Learn to Play, U8, U10, U12. Ken also coached the U16 Maine Junior 
BlackBears Tier 2 team for one season before moving to Kansas City where he resides with his wife Dawn and 
children Daxton and Drayden. 
 
 
KC MAVS 14U (BANTAM) TRAVEL COACHES 
 
Radoslav Illo - Born and raised in Slovakia where he grew up playing for the national program. As a sixteen-
year-old, chose to move to the USA to play junior hockey for Tri City Storm (USHL).  Following his second 
season in USA, was drafted by the Anaheim Ducks in 2009 NHL Draft (5th Round 136th Overall). The same 
season earned a spot at the World Junior Championship in Canada (Saskatchewan) and lead team Slovakia 
as captain and named MVP. In 2009/10 attended USHL All-Star game. He took the opportunity to play Division 
I hockey at Bemidji State University in Minnesota where he earned his Bachelor’s Degree in Business. Junior 
year, Radoslav was named NCAA All-Academic Team. His senior year he led Bemidji State University as one 
of the captains. He was a reoccurring invitee of many NHL camps during his draft years. Radoslav spent his 
professional career both in Europe (Czech ELH, Slovak Tipsport Liga) and USA (AHL, ECHL).  Currently, 
Radoslav is helping young players develop their skills on and off the ice at ILLO Hockey Development Training 
as well as working with the Total Hockey Management program in Europe. Illo trained his whole professional 
and college carrier with the best and most knowledgeable trainers and coaches around the world. His 
experience and love for hockey helps him bring a huge factor to hockey players and their development. 
 
Chris Newans – Chris Newans is from Yorkton, Saskatchewan. Chris played 17years of pro hockey, playing in 
nine leagues over the course of his career.  He played and coached for five years in the Elite European 
Leagues, and was the Head Strength and Conditioning Coach for 7 years at the University of Alaska 
Anchorage. Chris also coached Varsity High School in the US as well as AAA level Canada from 2014-2016. 
He was the Operations Manager at Acceleration Alaska, a high end sports training facility, working with 
Olympic athletes and Stanley Cup NHL players, both on ice and off the ice. Chris has three grown children and 
has lived in the Kansas City/St. Joseph area for two years. When he is not thinking about hockey, his favorite 
pastime is golf. 
 
  



 

 

KC MAVS 16U (MIDGET) TRAVEL COACHES 
 
Jim Krueger – Jim moved to Kansas City in 2008 and has been a mainstay of Kansas City travel hockey ever 
since. Jim won the Midwest League Championship in 2011 and has won Missouri state championships in 
2012, 2013 and 2017.  Coach Krueger was also the July 2018 Blue KC Coach with Character, nominated by a 
parent of a former player. Jim grew up in Des Moines, Iowa playing AA travel hockey for the Des Moines Jr. 
Buccaneers and high school hockey for the Des Moines Capitals. He played junior hockey for the Utah Jr. 
Grizzlies and college hockey for Drake University.  Jim is a Level 4 USA Hockey certified coach. 
 
Mike Kempkes – Mike has been involved in KC youth hockey coaching at all levels for over 15 years.  Mike is 
the strength and conditioning coach for the ECHL Kansas City Mavericks and will help educate our players on 
the importance of off-ice workouts needed to progress as a hockey player. Mike is a Kansas City native. His 
experience includes being head coach for the Midget AA Lincoln Stars and the Midget AA Omaha Lancers. He 
was also Assistant and Head coaches at the Bantam and Midget AAA levels for Russell Stover Hockey and the 
Mavs Elite AAA program. This will be Mike’s fifth season coaching KC Mavs Midget AA. He is a Level 4 USA 
Hockey certified coach. 
 
 
KC JETS JV/VARSITY COACHES 
 
Gary Emmons - Gary was born in Winnepeg, Manitoba, Canada. He played at Northern Michigan University 
from 1983-1987 and was the CCHA Rookie of the Year in 1984. Gary is a two-time Hobey Baker finalist and 
was on the 1988-1989 Canadian National Team. Gary played 10 years of professional hockey in the IHL (KC 
Blades) and NHL (San Jose Sharks).  Gary has coached youth hockey at all age levels in Kansas City for 
nearly 20 years. Since the inception of the KC Jets in 2007, Gary has brought home 3 Varsity Championships 
and 4 Junior Varsity Championships for a combined 7 Jets Championships in 12 years! 
 
Connor Bowman - Connor grew up in New England and Kansas City playing AA travel hockey during his youth 
years.  Connor then played AAA with Russell Stover and Omaha Hockey Club. After playing a few years in 
Junior hockey he then played college at Fitchburg State University. Connor has coached the Jets summer 
hockey program and off-ice workouts for 8 years.  Last year was Connor’s second season as Jets Junior 
Varsity Head Coach and Varsity Assistant Coach. He lead his team to JV Championship his first season as 
Head Coach. 


