ROOKIE LEAGUE 2023
Rule book and Information

Weather line: 763-494-5959 
The weather line will have information about games being cancelled after 4pm. If there is not an announcement on the weather line, you must still go to the field. At that point, the umpire will make the decision if the game will be cancelled. We play through light mist/intermittent rain so long as the fields are playable, and the kids will be safe.

Umpires: OMGAA hires umpires from an outside company. We typically have junior umpires who are still learning their position. The umpires do the best job possible, however, they will make mistakes. RESPECT the umpires and understand that many calls are judgement calls. You cannot argue with judgement calls. Any complaints from the umpires about coaches and spectators will be addressed. 

If an adult (coach or fan) is asked to leave by the umpire, his/her child will be an automatic out each inning. To not punish the child, he will still bat as usual, however each time he is at bat, the team counts an out after he is finished batting.

Forfeit: Teams do not forfeit due to not having enough players. Play the best you can with the players you have.

Have fun: Poor sportsmanship by players, coaches, and fans will not be tolerated. Umpires and/or league officials will use their discretion to remove those with inappropriate behavior from the facility with or without warning. 

Game Rules:
· Fields – 60’ basepath; 42’ pitching distance
· 4 outfielders 
· No stealing or taking a base on a passed ball
· No balks
· 5 run limit per inning
· No infield fly rule
· No leading off
· No dropped third strike
· Strike zone: Knees to shoulders; one ball on either side of the plate
· 5 innings max or 1 ½ hour time limit, hard stop. Do not start another inning after 1 hour 15 minutes. The inning must start at 1 hour 15 minutes. If you are unable to finish the inning, the score will revert back to the prior inning. YOU ARE NOT ALLOWED TO ASK THE UMPIRE FOR MORE TIME FOR ANY REASON.
· The batting order should be continuous. After the 3rd game, teams must have a set line up and start the 4th game where they left off in the line up the game before. For example, if the 9th batter was the last batter of the game, the 10th batter will be your lead-off hitter for the next game.
· No bat limit or regulations for league play
· Overthrows: 2 bases max on an overthrow, one overthrow max per play
· The home team will take 3rd base bench for all games and provide a new game ball. If a second game ball is needed, the away team will provide a slightly used game ball

This is a developmental league. Rotate kids between infield and outfield – all kids should play all positions during regular season play.

No player should sit a second inning until everyone has sat out once. Equal playing time is expected.

Pitching:
· The goal of the Rookie League is to make as many players as possible feel comfortable pitching and develop all of them as much as possible, rather than focusing on the few strongest on the team. Developing many “pitchers” (i.e., kids who can throw somewhat accurately, which is all that pitching is at this age) will be especially important in doing well in the end of season tournament. Seeding will be done by head coaches via anonymous email to the director.
· All players should pitch but it is not required and does not have to be even amongst all players at the end of the season.
· Two innings pitching max per game, three innings max per week (Monday-Sunday)
· A single pitch during an inning counts as an inning pitched for the week. (i.e., A player comes in as a relief for one batter)


Disclaimer: The league director reserves the right to add, remove, or alter any rule, at any time, and for any reason.
