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National Board Of Directors 
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Conference Call - Revised  
APPROVED June 03,2020 - Revised July 1st, 2020 
 
 
Meeting called to order at 9:02pm (est) by President John Motta 
 
1.  Roll Call – Karon Beyer called roll and all United States Adult Soccer Association National Board 
Members, the four regional Deputy Directors and Paul Scherer, Chairperson of the USASA 
Governance Committee were present. (See below for attendance) 
 
Welcome address from President John Motta to all members present and a reminder that Regional 
Deputies are guest of the meeting. There will be an open question period at the end of the meeting 
if any guest has questions of the board. 
 
2.  Approval of April 07th, 2010 Minutes from last call – John asked for any corrections to the 
minutes and hearing none, the Board approves the April 07th, 2020 Meeting minutes as presented. 
 
3.  President's Report – John  
A. US Soccer Meetings: John and vice president Richard Moeller have attended a Board call to 
approve the proposed US Soccer Board Committees and Standing Committees. US Soccer had 
requested to remove Angelo Bratsis from the US Soccer Referee Committee. John was opposed as 
Angelo is the Chairmen of the USASA Referee Committee, US Soccer agreed to keep Angelo on 
the Committee with the understanding that they will drop Bill Davey from the committee.  
B. Anson Dorrance, former WNT Coach and Mary Harvey, former USWNT goalkeeper, have been 
appointed to the Werner Fricker Award Committee.  John hopes that this committee continues to 
also add members from the Membership so it doesn’t become an extension of the US Soccer Hall 
of Fame Committee. 
C. Referee Insurance Response from Will Wilson (US Soccer CEO/General Secretary) to John 
Motta. John emailed out the Board the response from Will Wilson on the question of referees 
liability coverage / being able to work during the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 
“If the games are US Soccer sanctioned and the referee is certified, then general liability policy 
would apply. The policy would not, cover illness due to COVID-19. Further, it may not cover activity 
in violation of a government imposed stay-at home order. Please note that coverage is determined 
on a case-by case- basis by the insurer, and US Soccer cannot guarantee coverage in any specific 
circumstance.” 
 
Discussion by the board, Bill Davey believes that the referees have coverage through our USASA 
Policy. John says that there is a bill being worked on in Washington DC to prevent anyone from 
being sued due to Covid–19, which may help address this issue.  
 
D. US Soccer Survey is being sent to all USASA state presidents and executive director from 
Caitlyn Carducci. John asks that any USASA board member is either a state president or executive 
director to please check your email and respond to the survey. 
 
E. USASA 2020 AGM: John asks the Board if we can wait to make a decision on the status of the 
USASA AGM until June 1st. Duncan advised us we are past the hotel agreement deadline but he 
feels that he can negotiate with the hotel if we decide to postpone. 
Board discussion 
Chaz Ballish- Regueiro asks that we check the USASA bylaws for required timing of our AGM. 
Cezar Wasceki is hesitant to hold the AGM in September due to the possibility of a second wave of 
the COVID –19 that has been predicted. 



Bill Davey asks that Duncan to contact the hotel to see if they will be additional sanitization fees for 
the hotel rooms? 
Question of financial hardships for the state to attend since most states will be impacted by 
decreased membership revenue. 
John stated that Duncan will send a survey to the states asking if they would be attending and/or in 
favor of postponing until the following meeting in February. 
If anyone on the Board has a question to add to the survey, please send to Duncan this week.   
 
4.  Executive Director's Report: Duncan reported 
A. The Women’s Premier Soccer League have just announced that they have canceled their 2020 
summer season.   
B. Referees are not covered in states where the Governor has not lifted the Shelter in Place ban. 
C. All State Presidents were sent the USASA guidelines for safely reopening after Covid-19 bans 
are lifted. 
D. The Safe Sport Webinar was presented earlier today by Players Health.   
E. USASA National Office has received some player registration from Hawaii, Cal South, Metro 
DC/Virginia, Illinois and Idaho. Some have played games. 
F. Insurance Rebate:  
Duncan has been in contact with USI Insurance, our insurance brokers, on potential rebates, a 
reduction in premium and reassessing our payment options. They have asked for our patience as 
they work through the issues. They are currently inundated with similar requests but will be 
reaching out soon to work through our issues. 
G. States Opening for Play: we do have some states that are ready to resume their adult soccer 
programs. South Dakota will start on the 17th of May, they are working with local medical staff since 
the venue will be at a hospital site. Missouri, Arkansas, Iowa and Indiana are looking at the middle 
of June. Tennessee is a maybe for June 1st. 
The question is still, how to maintain the social distancing guidelines that some State Governors still 
have in place.  Is it safe to have minimal contact for an entire game? 
      
5.  Governance Committee Report – John Motta announced that the Governance Committee is 
about half way through their task of reviewing the USASA Bylaws. He turned the floor over to Paul 
Scherer, Chairperson of the Governance Committee. Paul submitted a written report, see below. 
Paul advised the Board that the committee has been meeting almost weekly since the February 
Semi Annual Meeting in Nashville Tennessee: 
A.  The law firm of Wagenmaker & Oberly have provided the Governance Committee with a new 
Bylaw formatting that the committee is using. They will be revising those Bylaws with appropriate 
soccer terminology.   
B. There are fourteen sections to the Bylaws and the committee has revised thirteen sections so 
far. 
C. The question of the second Independent Director came up in the revision and it is the 
Governance Committees recommendation that USASA hire an independent Search firm to find 
qualified candidates for the position. 
D. USASA Governance Committee also recommends that USASA change from using Roberts 
Rules Of Order to use Rosenbergs Rules. They are easier to work with and easier to understand 
then Roberts’ Rules of Order. USASA currently has two Regions (2 & 4) that are already using 
them. Tom Moore (Governance Committee member) added that Rosenbergs Rules are only six 
pages long.  John asked the Board if anyone had any reservations from making this change, 
hearing no objections, he told Paul to continue forward with Rosenberg’s Rules of Order. 
 
https://www.cacities.org/Resources/Open-Government/RosenbergText_2011.aspx  
 
E. After completion of the USASA ByLaws, the Committee will resubmit them to the law firm 
Wagenmaker & Oberly for a final review. 
F. The final step for the Governance Committee will be to start work on the USASA Policies. There 
is information that was in the ByLaws that should be removed and added to the Policies, instead. 
 



The Board asks that Paul Scherer and the Committee make sure that our ByLaws are in 
compliance with all Chicago Illinois state laws. 
 
John thanked Paul & Tom for all their hard work and asked that Paul let the rest of the Committee 
members know that the Board appreciates their work.  
 
6.  Other Issues: 
A. John Motta reported that the US Women’s National Team have lost their lawsuit against US 
Soccer. The judgement was in favor of US Soccer and it was determined that the women were paid 
according to their signed agreement with US.Soccer.  
B. Bill advised the Board that if their state is using Affinity Sports (now Stacked Sports) for their 
online registration, that Stacked Sports are now charging $3.00 per player. 
C. Chaz asked about Duncan about the status of their loan application USASA applied for. Duncan 
advised us that USASA has been awarded from the Federal Government Funding the amount of 
$75,600. This is to help cover expenses until the Covid-19 pandemic is over and business is back 
to normal. Reminder that we need to keep all records and documents as these businesses that 
received grants may be audited. 75% of the loan must be used for payroll and the remainder may 
be used toward rent, utilities, daily operations, etc.   
 
7.  Adjourned by acclamation at 9:55pm 

8. Announcement - The next Board meeting will be by phone conference on Wednesday June 3rd , 2020 
at 9pm est. 

Roll Call – Those in attendance 

President – John Motta 
Vice President – Richard Moeller 
Treasurer – Lori Stoneburner 
Secretary – Karon Beyer 
Region 1 Director – Tony Falcone 

Region 2 Director – Bill Davey 
Region 3 Director – Darius Elija 
Region 4 Director – Robin Runstein 
Executive Director – Duncan Riddle 
At Large Director – Cezar Wasceki 
At Large Director – Chaz Ballish Regueiro  
Independent Director – Brett Hurwitz 
 
Guest: 

Region 1 Deputy Director – Andy Weiss 
Region 2 Deputy Director – Claudio Frigo 
Region 3 Director – Otey Smithson 
Region 4 Director – Kendra Halterman 
Paul Scherer - Governance Committee Chair 
Tom Moore - Governance Committee 



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

MEMO 

From: USASA Governance Committee 
To: USASA Board of Directors and National Council 
Date: May 6, 2020 
RE: Progress and recommendations on Bylaw updates 
 
I trust that this progress report from the Committee finds everyone well during this time of 
uncertainty.  For transparency, the Committee is providing this short update about our work.  On behalf 
of the Committee we want to encourage all of our members, their loved ones, and friends to stay safe.   
 
As had been communicated at the National Council Meeting in Nashville in February 2020, the 
Governance Committee has been directed by the USASA Board of Directors to update and recommend 
changes to the USASA Bylaws.  With this directive to the Committee, the law firm of Wagenmaker & 
Oberly (a Chicago based firm with experience and expertise in non-profit law) has been engaged to 
assist the Committee.   The firm’s first task was to review our current Bylaws and create a draft that 
complies with Illinois non-profit law as well as provides suggested best practices.  The draft created in 
February has become the foundation for the Governance Committee’s work producing suggested 
updates and recommendations. 
 
The Committee has been meeting nearly every week since the National Council Meeting in February 
grinding through operational details and draft language as well as massaging important governing 
nuances that will bring USASA governance into the 21st century.  Please rest assured that the Bylaw and 
policy drafts that will be presented to the National Council will be thoroughly vetted, researched, and 
assessed based on the purpose of USASA as defined in the Articles of Incorporation and the Bylaws.   
 
From our work during the past few months we will be making operating and governing 
recommendations to the Board of Directors and the National Council that will help streamline processes 
and increase organizational relevancy for the membership. One of our first recommendations 
articulated In February was to create a USASA policy manual.  This manual will include policies required 
by state code and federal laws.  The manual will also include operational and governing policies 
currently found in our Bylaws but identified more appropriately as policies.  In deciding what concepts 
belong in the Bylaws versus the policy manual, the attorneys from Wagenmaker & Oberly recommended 
that we use the following principle: Bylaws should contain provisions that need very infrequent revision, 
while the Policy Manual contains things that must be revised more often due to changing conditions in 
the environment. 
 
Another recommendation will be to engage a search firm to assist in identifying and building a pool of 
highly qualified candidates for the Independent Director position.  Our progress in identifying and filling 
these two Board positions has not been 100% successful, mostly due to our lack of experience and 
expertise in identification as well as lack of contacts and knowledge of identified fields of 
expertise.  Search firms do this work on a daily basis.  We feel confident that a firm will be able to 
identify multiple candidates to interview and subsequently select those with the right fit for USASA. 
 
Finally, the Committee will make a recommendation to use Rosenberg’s Rules of Order instead of 
Robert’s Rules of Order.  Rosenberg’s Rules are easier to work with and easier to understand than are 



Robert’s Rules.  They are also more concise, shorter and easier to reference in any size 
meeting.  Rosenberg’s Rules are currently being used by one or more Regions and several Organizational 
Members.  If you wish to review Rosenberg’s Rules of Order, you can find them here: 

https://www.cacities.org/Resources/Open-Government/RosenbergText_2011.aspx  

Again, on behalf of the Committee, we wish everyone a safe and healthy month ahead. We hope that 
we will soon meet on the pitch and enjoy the freedom of expression and fun that can only be enjoyed by 
playing “the beautiful game.” 
 
On behalf of the Governance Committee:  
 

Lu Aprigliano (apriglianolaw@aol.com)  
Lance Calloway (lancercalloway@outlook.com) 
Larry Hall (lhall@ntxsoccer.org) 
Harold Kahler (hkahler55@outlook.com) 
Tom Moore (president@csan.net) 
Paul Scherer (paul.scherer47@gmail.com), Chair 
Cindy Spera (director@npslsoccer.net)  

 
 

 


