Alaska State Hockey Association Annual Meeting

April 26, 2025

10:00 am

Members present:  Justin Marcum, Chris Dennison, Brandon Harker, Audra Brase, Renee Loree, Josh McCarthy (alt)
Members present via Zoom/Phone:, Scott Sivulich, Graham McManamin, Lee Twaite (alt), Sara Lanners (alt), Jean Carey, Chris Doney, Aaron Schutt, Bruce Haas, Gina Hoke, Ben Roth, Mike Barth, Jason Beach, Erin Roomsburg (alt), Josh McCarthy (alt), Shara Habig (alt), John DeCaro, Jamie Kuhn (alt), Jason Carmichael (alt),  Derek Tannahill, Sam Tikka, Alisa Kaia-De La Cruz
Members excused:  Annetta Powell, Travis Frisk, Chanda File, Michael Ladourceur, Breanna Peterson, Jen Hunter, Beau McBrien, Ron Stadem, John Stenehjem
Members Unexcused:  Austine Martin, Branden Bartlett, Erik Haugen,  Tasha Skolnick, Raymond Stenehjem, Sally Wright, Natalie Gomez, Shawn Champagne
Officers present:  Darryl Thompson, Jim Newhouse, Carol Hammingh, Cassi Campbell, Matt Thompson
Officers present via Zoom/Phone:, Jamie Larsen, Nate Anderson, Hugh Towe 
Officers Unexcused: Amanda Jacobson
Alaska and USA Hockey Alaska Representatives present: Clint Lancaster, ASHA Discipline Chair (excused); Anna Culley- Pacific District Associate Registrar for Alaska; Rick Trupp (excused), Alaska Coach in Chief; Gina Hoke, (zoom) Alaska SafeSport Coordinator; Josh Ellis, (zoom) Alaska Referee in Chief; Colby Swenor(excused), AK ADM Coordinator.  

Guests Present:  Liz Baker, Brad Spees, Janella Kamai, Carmel Carty (zoom), Shea Phillips(zoom), Jason Roslansky (zoom)
The meeting was called to order at 10:00 am by Darryl Thompson, President

Seating of Board Members: 

AWHL ALT





Sarah Lanner

Alaska Wolves ALT



Lee Twaite

Anchorage Hockey Association
 

Chris Doney
Juneau Douglas Ice Association ALT

Erin Roomsburg 

Kodiak Hockey League ALT
     

Josh McCarthy 
Mat-Su Hockey ALT



Shara Habig

Northern Alaska Hockey Association ALT

Jamie Kuhn
Pioneer Amateur Hockey Association ALT
Jason Carmichael


· Roll call was taken and a Quorum established.  

· Approval/Change of Agenda –  Brandon moved to approve the Agenda with adding under New Business a grant request from Challenge Alaska, Girl’s Districts, and purchasing a new Owl, seconded, motion passed.  Matt moved to approve the amended agenda, second, motion passed.
Approval of Minutes: none
Correspondence: none

Person to be Heard:  none
Elections:  

· Each person running for an office was given an opportunity to speak.  Elections were held by sending out an email vote.  Anna Culley reported the results.  Secretary, Janella Kamai; VP Player Development, Matt Thompson; VP House, Renee Loree; VP Tournaments, Jamie Larsen; VP Girls and Women, Cassi Campbell.
President’s Report, Darryl Thompson: 

· Apologized for not making it to any State Tournaments as he had knee surgery.  Thank everyone for all of their hard work. 
· Congratulations to Matt on his position of Tier I Director. 

· By this meeting , All Associations: were to Submit current bylaws for review to ensure compliance with U.S.A. Hockey requirements and a list of all officers turned in to the Secretary by the next meeting.  If you have not done this, please get it to Janella. 

· Darryl reported on the case of ASHA Team, Alaska, which was placed on probation and Scott Sikorsky, a Team Alaska Couch, for recruiting violation on behalf of Team Alaska. The probation was overturned by the National Appeals Committee and the probation imposed as to Team Alaska was vacated, and the suspension as to Coach Scott was reversed and remanded by to the hearing panel.  The Panel reached out after the decision was overturned and prior to a remand hearing and offered to resolved Scott’s suspension for basically “time served” i.e. 60 days.  Scott decided to accept a 60-day suspension with no probation period instead of continuing the hearing and potential appeal process.  While Darryl expressed strong support for Scott and the merits of his defense, he also emphasized the importance of being mindful of recruiting practices in hockey.

· When contacted, a coach should ask Are you on a Roster or Registered with an association?
· Darryl discussed the passing of Richard Pickens, a significant figure in the Anchorage hockey community, he was know as the Zam Man.  Matt moved to create a new Hall of Fame category called "Alaska Hockey Legends." There was a second and the motion was passed.  The committee will work on the necessary amendments by July.  

· ASHA Team Alaska received hosting Girls Districts February 19 -22, for the 14U, 16U, 19U Tier I and Tier II.   He encouraged everyone to help with Districts and the hospitality room.
· For those who have seen the video of the guy who goes on ice and shoves the refs who were 12 and 14 years old during a 12U game, the update of the hearing resulting in a five-year ban with three years suspended, pending completion of an anger management course and a level one clinic.  It was discussed to hand out a life ban on all USA Hockey events.  

· USA Hockey is moving forward with the creation of a super league, the National Development League, which would consist of approximately 30 programs with two teams each for boys only youth U15 and U17 Tier I. The associations would not allow programs to have U16 or U18, but would allow them to double up on 13O and U14.  Do not see ASHA going through this as we do not have a large enough pool.  Darryl also mentioned the tension between tier one operators and the potential restrictions on the free flow of tier one players. He also discussed the talent drain in hockey and the potential for restrictions on this. This will be for the 2026/27 season and a draft will be sent out when it is available.  

Treasurer Report, Jim Newhouse:
· Financial report was emailed out. Please ask any questions. 
· All Associations: Submit block Grant Block requests to Jim before June 15th as we are tight on cash. 
· Last time we hosted Districts it lost around $100.  Darryl has signed up with Travel teams for lodging. 

· Matt moved to purchase a new Owl for use at the meetings, second, and motion passed.  
· Try and get a hold of Hockey Club Alaska to either get the scoresheets back or to pay the amount due. 
VP Tournaments, Jamie Larsen: 

· State Tournaments went alright.  Thank you to the Hosts and workers.  Thank you to Anna and Carol for being a phone call away.   Thank you to Josh and the officials. 
· Need to hear from Councils are working on hosts for next season. 

· There has been a Dates request to do the older kids tournaments earlier.  

· Please discuss any changes with the rules or suggestions for smoother running of tournaments. 
· Darryl said June 15th is the deadline to get in Handbook Changes for a 1st Read. 
VP Comp Council, Nate Anderson:  Report read 
· First, I would like to Thank Carol Hammingh for her long standing commitment and service to Alaska Hockey.  Thank you Carol.  I wholeheartedly support Carol serving as a mentor to incoming officers.

· From the Comp side, Tryouts this season will begin Tuesday August 5.  As a reminder we changed the handbook so that tryouts will begin the Tuesday that falls between August 5-11.  There have been many questions about tryout start so please communicate this to your associations.

· Comp Council has reaffirmed our support of Districting the 10U and 12U age groups.  This season all comp players birth year 2014 or under will need to play in the district that they live or apply for an exemption per the handbook by early July.  I will send out a reminder communication on this in May.

· For Team Alaska, Comp Council recently selected Youth coaches for the 2025-26 season and a Team Alaska Director for a 3 year term.  We are excited about the qualified coaching staffs we have in place for the coming season.  Team Alaska will be fielding a 13O Team for the first time in program history.

· This past two weeks at Team Alaska tryouts we had a fantastic turnout.  Several age groups had over 50 qualified skaters.  While that makes for hard decisions and the like, it says a lot about the growth of the program.  

· At Pacific District Tournament 4 of our 6 Team Alaska teams advanced to the final game.  That says a lot considering we are competing against Jr Kraken, Golden Knights, Kings, Sharks, and Ducks programs that have NHL support.  I am very proud of the trajectory and growth of Team Alaska.  I would like to thank the parents, volunteers, coaches, and Directors Merit Waldrop and Matt Thompson for their commitment to the program.

· Lastly, I would like to thank all the candidates who have put in to serve and thank you for all that you do for Alaska Hockey!

· Play is going well.  
· Tier I Director application is open until February 28.  The salary is cap at $72,000/year. 
VP House Council, Amanda Jacobson:  no report
VP Girls/Womens, Cassie Campbell: 

· 55 girls will represent Alaska at the camp in Las Vegas next week. 

· Tier I tryouts are complete and there is a 14U and 16U teams. 
· Tier II tryouts are wrapping up now. 

· Goalie Development, I will be going to Goalie Development training in Michigan the middle of May.  

VP Adults, Hugh Towe:  

· Labatt’s is going on right now. 

· Working on some Policy updates regarding cards and suspension reviews. 

VP Player Development, Matt Thompson: 

· 14 and 13 Camp held in Anchorage April 11-13th.  I Would like to thank UAA and the Wolverines for helping run practices Friday and Saturday 

· 14 camp had 70 registered; 17 players were selected to move on.  Thank you to AHA, All Stars, Oilers, and KPHA for providing volunteers for evaluation.

· 4 of our 6 Team Alaska teams played in the Regional Championship all earning 2nd place. The Youth 16U Tier 1 and 16U Tier 1 Girls both lost their championship games in overtime. 

· 302 players were at Tier I tryouts. Teams were selected at the youth 13, 14, 15, 16, 18, girls 14, 16. 

· Moved the Tier I website to the ASHA Website to help save our program about $1,000/year. Thank you to Jason for his help. 

· For hosting Girls Districts, we will need help from all associations as it’s a massive tournament and we want to do a really good job. 

· Advancement of some of the Tier I players

· 8 alumni played in 1st round of playoffs between the Ice Dogs and Wolverines. 
· 3 Team Alaska Alumni won the NA3HL Fraser Cup (Cole Schmidt, Kolt Gutzman, and Hunter Merrick)

· Cole Schmidt earned Rookie of the Year in the NA3HL

· Matveev from our TA 18U team played in his first NAHL game for the Anchorage Wolverines

· We should have a strong 18U team this year. All of our players returned to the program and some kids even returned home from outside programs to play for our team.

· There is good development happening at Tier II as several players have moved to Tier I and have become impactful players even after being cut in previous. 

Discipline Committee: Clint Lancaster: no report
Registrar Report/Hall of Fame, Anna Culley: 

· There were 278 teams. 

· For credentialing went pretty well overall; please, please please pay attention to the 1T that all of the players are listed. 

· Pay attention to the rules regarding player eligibility and the consequences of picking up ineligible players.  Games do not count for credential purposes. 

· Alaska coaches who received a temp card are ineligible to participate at any level until they complete their coaching certification. 

· For Players that have not paid, please follow the procedures in the ASHA Handbook and then you can notify me. 

· There will be upcoming training next season and team managers are invited to attend a Zoom training. 
· Hockey Hall of Fame.  Meeting next week. Get nominations sent to Anna or Darryl by early September. 
Ref in Chief, Josh Ellis: 

· Survived State, District, and National Tournaments.  
· Several officials from Alaska worked Districts with good representation from Anchorage and Fairbanks.  Congratulations to Travis Jackson for working his 10th Nationals and once again working the Championship game.  Louis Imbrina and Aiden McEwen also worked Nationals. 
· There is a higher than average number of match penalties. 
· Concerned there is only 1 ref working some Adult League Games; will be working with Hugh to address the concerns as there is a safety concern and it violates USA Hockey policies. 
· May 1st registration opens online modules only for Officials.  USA Hockey has gone to vitual education training only for officials.  Looking at having hybrid online and in person training.  USA Hockey National office wants a Broad based training. 
· We are down about 30 officials from last year.  We did have more officials complete their certification requirements this season.  Get your kids signed up to ref, they make money, get to skate more, learn more about the game, and it is fun. 
· There is a shortage of officials nationwide. 
· Scott mentioned that Louis Imbriani will be at the July meeting to report on the Grant we provided AHO.
Coach in Chief, Rick Trupp: no report 
Jr. Hockey 

Great games and very exciting. 
SafeSport Coordinator, Gina Hoke (Zoom): 

· Thank you for reaching out and asking questions and reporting. 
· We had quite a few reports and several were taken by the Center so that takes them out of our hands.  
· My information is on the ASHA website so everyone knows how to reach me. 
· There is a new SafeSport Handbook as of December 31, 2024. 

Alaska ADM Coordinator, Colby Swenor: read report
· We offered a shifting mindset class to all the coach mentors.  We encourage everyone to sign up as spots fill in fast.  If your association has a coach you feel should attend please email me. 
Old Business: none
New Business: 

· Jean moved to allow AHA to field 3 teams at the 10U and 12U major/minor division and they will not dual roster past Labor Day. Second, Motion passed. 

· Jamie Larsen asked for a first read on cleaning up and clarifying some tournament language.  This was sent to the ASHA Board. 

· Moose Hockey Application was presented for membership.  Brandon moved to accept Moose Hockey as members in ASHA. Second, Motion passed. 

· Josh requested a Grant of up to $2,500 to help send 4 coaches to Ohio for the level 5 Coaching class.  This would help cover registration, hotel, airfare, rental car.  Kodiak had funds to cover 2 Coaches, but would need help covering the other 2. Second, Motion passed. 

· Brandon moved to give Challenge Alaska a grant in the amount of $2,500 for their Sled Lending Program.  Second, Motion passed. 

· Jim moved to accept the following 2025-2026 meeting dates.  Second, Motion Passed. 

July 12, 2025 10 am
August 23, 2025 10 am

October 11, 2025 10 am

December 6, 2025 10 am

January 31, 2026 10 am

April 25, 2026 10 am

Alaska League Scheduling August 22, 6-9pm and August 23, 8-10am *subject to move per VP Comp 

House League Scheduling October 11, 1-5pm

· Carol Hamming will fill a new roll as an Ad Hock Non-Voting Board Position as the ASHA Admin Training.

Board Member Comments:

· Brandon thanked everyone for the Grant. 

· Scott with AHO: Finalize and communicate new officiating rate increases of approximately 6-9% after May meeting.  There will be a special state tournament fees. He asked All Associations: Help recruit new referees for the upcoming season with registration opening May 1.

· Josh congratulated the new Board members. Thank you for the Grant and thank you to Colby for working with Kodiak on the ADM. 

· Renee wanted to let everyone know they will have a voice on House Council.  The Girls in Juneau are attempting a jamboree in Juneau.  There are several 10U and 12U players playing outside Juneau.  Thank you for allowing Juneau the opportunity to play in the 10U Minor Division.  

· Brad appreciates the welcoming environment of ASHA. 
· Jim needs signed contract for Matt.  We need to find a new firm to handle 990 tax preparation.  This will be the last year our contact will prepare it.  It needs to be finalized by July 15, and this will be the last one she will do for us. He thinks we need to have Food Trucks, and a Beer Garden at Districts and have more stuff involved in Districts. 
· Anna brought new rule books that people can take. 

· Darryl thanked everyone for everything they do. 
The meeting adjourned, Renee moved to adjourn the meeting at 12:11 pm, second, motion passed. 

The next meeting will be on Saturday, July 12, 2025 at 10:00 am at Megan’s Room, 6591 A St. 1st Floor, Anchorage. 

Respectfully Submitted,

Carol Hammingh
ASHA Secretary[image: image1.jpg]



