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Two hundred and six bills addressing ocean issues including agency appropriation requests have been introduced in this Congress.  This report does not include summaries of appropriations.  The report is compiled using www.congress.gov.

One bill passed in one Chamber.

Coastal Communities Ocean Acidification Act of 2023
Passed the House (05/09/2023)

This bill requires the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and the Ocean Acidification Advisory Board to collaborate with various entities affected by ocean acidification and coastal acidification (i.e., the decrease in pH and changes in water chemistry of certain bodies of water and waterways).

Specifically, NOAA's Ocean Acidification Program must collaborate with state, local, and tribal entities that are conducting or have completed community vulnerability assessments, research planning, or climate action plans related to ocean and coastal acidification and their impacts on coastal communities. The program must (1) support collaborative interagency relationships and information sharing involving state, local, and tribal entities; (2) assist these entities in improving their existing programs to better address ocean and coastal acidification; and (3) assist these entities in identifying whether other communities can use these activities as a model.

The bill also requires the Ocean Acidification Advisory Board to include two representatives from Indian tribes, tribal organizations, and tribal consortia that are affected by ocean and coastal acidification.

DEMA supports the DIVE BOAT Act, Don’t Imperil Vessel Employees, Business Owners, and Tourism Act.  The bill would provide insurance relief for liability claims.  The amendment is part of the Coast Guard Authorization Act of 2023, H.R. 2741.

