
Victor Dunder (biography from MSHSL website below) was a visionary educator and the founding father 
of Minnesota State High School Ski tournaments in the early 1930s.  The first four tournaments were 
jumping only.  In 1933, cross-country skiing was added and won by John Buresh, but there were no 
reports of results in newspapers until 1935.  In 1939, slalom events were added.  Many of the early 
skiers competed in all three events.  Results of the early races are sketchy, parsed from Duluth Central 
yearbooks and Duluth News Tribune articles. The 1935 to 1939 cross-country race results have been 
compiled into one document.

1935-1939 MSHSL NORDIC SKI RACING STATE MEETS



1935 MSHSL NORDIC SKI RACING STATE MEET

Location: Duluth, Minnesota Date:

Rank Name Grade Team Time

1 John Buresh 11 Duluth Central 20:45
2 Ernest Borg 12 Duluth Central N.T.
3 Howard Differt 12 Duluth Central N.T.
4 Erling Johnson 10 Duluth Central N.T.
5 Rueben Sivola 11 Virginia N.T.
6 Robert Hoene 11 Duluth Central N.T.
7 Charles Nelson 12 Duluth Central N.T.

1936 MSHSL NORDIC SKI RACING STATE MEET

Location: Chester Park, Duluth, Minnesota Date:

Rank Name Grade Team Time

1 Rueben Silvola 12 Virginia 28:35
2 John Buresh 12 Duluth Central 28:47
3 Lawrence Holmberg 12 Duluth Central 28:57
4 Erling Jonasen 11 Duluth Central 30:30
5 Carl Hillstrom 12 Duluth Central 31:40
6 Robert Hoene 12 Duluth Cathedral 32:10
7 Robert Smith 12 Duluth Central 33:15

January 19th, 1935

Snow 
conditions:

Nearly 30 inches of snow fell in 
January with 2.7 inches on  race 
day

High Temperature:
Race day high was 20 degrees F with 
nearly three inches of new snow.

2.5 mile (3.7 km) Classic Results*

Approx. 4 mile Classic Results*

1935 State Nordic Champions -  Duluth Central 

2/15/1936

Snow 
conditions:

About eleven inches of snow fell 
in February with five inches just 
before race day.

High Temperature:
The high temperature was minus eight 
degrees Fahrenheit 

Front Row:  Buresh, Johnson, Bore, Jonasen       Second 
Row: Nelson, Swanson, DaGert, Storms



1937 MSHSL NORDIC SKI RACING STATE MEET

Location: Coleraine, Minnesota Date:

Rank Name Grade Team Time

1 Erling Jonasen 12 Duluth Central 26:26
2 Bob Nelson Grand Rapids 28:20
3 Ed Kozan Virginia 28:31
4 Charles Liscomb Duluth Central 28:34
5 Albert Hermanson Coleraine 29:46
6 George Monteith Virginia 30:53
7 Gerald Murphy Duluth Central 31:09
8 Harry Anderson Duluth Central 31:49
9 Tom Bjuvold Duluth Denfeld 32:12

10 Dean Vaneps Grand Rapids 32:46
11 Arthur Conta Coleraine 34:17
12 James Silvola Virginia 34:25

as

1936 State Nordic Champions -  Duluth Central 

1937 State Nordic Champions -  Duluth Central 

About 15 inches of snow fell in 
early January for a 10 inch base.

High Temperature:
After an overnight low of -27F, the race time 
temperature was +12F.

Distance unknown - Classic Results*

January 16th, 1937

Snow 
conditions:

Front Row:  Storm, Jonasen, Anderson, Hillstrom Second 
Row: Holmgren, Smith, Anderson, Roecher, Buresh

Front Row:  Anderson, Murphy, Marvin, Hanson, Jonasen Second 
Row: Anderson, Stormk Janner, Nelson, Liscomb, Feddick



1938 MSHSL NORDIC SKI RACING STATE MEET

Location: Coleraine, Minnsot Date:

Rank Name Grade Team Time

1 Ray Folland 10 Duluth Central 31:27
2 Joe Branscomb Duluth Central 32:09
3 Alloys Tallakson Duluth Central 32:59
4 Donald Johnson Duluth Central 37:50
5 Robert Maas Duluth Central 38:54
6 Maynard Thoren Ely 42:33
7 Merritt Mitchell Grand Rapids 43:50
8 Leonard Pete Ely 44:37
9 Kenneth Janeksela Ely 45:32

10 Tommy Gilman Coleraine 45:56
11 Ed Sisler Grand Rapids 46:39
12 Clarence Carlson Ely 48:20
13 Harold Monson Grand Rapids 49:07
14 Merlyn Thompson Ely 51:20
15 George Tuomala Ely 51:49
16 Ed Janeksela Ely 52:13
17 William Solberg Ely 54:09

1938 State Nordic Champions -  Duluth Central 

4 mile (6.4km) Classic Results*

February 26th, 1938

Snow 
conditions:

No snow data for Coleraine but 
the area had about 12 inches of 
base prior to the warm spell. 

High Temperature:
Race day was a balmy 46F after a warm 
37F day the day before.

First Row: Folland, Johnson, Maas, H. 
Johnson
Second Row:Branscombe, Contardo, 
Feddick, Hillstrom, Gunderson
Third Row: Hanson, Tallockson



1939 MSHSL NORDIC SKI RACING STATE MEET

Location: Chester Park, Duluth, Mn Date:

Rank Name Grade Team Time

1 Ray Folland 11 Duluth Central 28:53
2 Bud Branscombe 12 Duluth Central 29:18
3 Alloys Tallackson Duluth Central 29:43
4 Robert Maas Duluth Central 30:05
5 Don Johnson Duluth Central 30:36
6
7
8 Henry Hanson 11 Minneapolis Washburn

February 18th, 1939

Snow 
conditions:

Seven inches of snow on 
February 13th left a 28 inch base 
but temperatures thawed.

High Temperature:
Race day temp was 38 degrees F after a 37 
degree F day before.

According to MSHSL yearbooks, there was no Cross-country competition in 1939, despite the 
publication of state meet results for both Jumping and Cross-country in the Minneapolis Star 
Tribune, dated February 20th, 1939 (shown below right) and the 1939 Duluth Central Trojan yearbook 
(below).  Folland would win his second straight Nordic title.

Approx. 4 miles Classic Results*

First Row: Butler, Olson, Boren, 
Nicolason, Boldt            

Second Row: Lundquist, 
Winship, Jonasen, Riddell, 
Larson,

Missing: Folland


