
  

 

 

 
  

     

Hi…  I am Norene and I am the Coordinator for Project Linus of the Eastern ND/Fargo Chapter.  Since this 
is the only chapter in North Dakota, I try to cover children in need throughout the state.   

How did Project Linus begin? 

On Christmas Eve, 1995, Karen Loucks read an article titled “Joy to the World” which appeared in the 
Parade Magazine.  The article was about a 3 year child, Laura, who was going through more than two 
years of intensive chemotherapy for leukemia.  She was pictured with her “blankie” which she took to 
the hospital when it is time for her treatments.  After reading the article, Karen decided to provide 
homemade security blankets to Denver’s Rocky Mountain Children’s Cancer Center, and Project Linus 
was born.  [Karen Loucks Rinedollar has been interviewed on the Oprah Show, collected blankets for the 
students at Columbine, wrote a book “Working for Peanuts”, and continues as a Coordinator.] 
 
Project Linus became a national 501(c)3 nonprofit charity.  The National Project Linus headquarters is 
located in Belton, MO.  Patty Gregory serves as the National President of Project Linus.  As of January 1, 
2019, there have been over 7 million blankets delivered since 1998.  More information can be found on 
the national website:  www.projectlinus.org. 
 
There are about 300 Project Linus chapters.   Project Linus has at least one chapter in every state. 
 
Why the name “Project Linus”? 
 
The image of Charlie Brown’s best buddy, Linus with his blue blanket, came to Karen Loucks 
Rhinedollar’s mind.  With Carl Schulz’s permission, the Linus image may have limited use by Project 
Linus as its logo and representative. 
 
Our two mission statements were developed.   
 
The First One:  Provide love, a sense of security, warmth and comfort to children, in age of 0 to 18 years 
of age, who are seriously ill, traumatized, or otherwise in need through the gifts of new, handmade 
blankets and afghans, lovingly created by volunteer “blanketeers.”   
 
The Second One:  Provide a rewarding and fun service opportunity for interested individuals and groups 
in local communities, for the benefit of children. 
 
How did Eastern ND/Fargo Project Linus Chapter begin? 
 
This chapter began on January 1, 2006.  The first Coordinator was Lynne Olien.  She had a son who was 
quite ill and had spent a lot of time in the hospital.  On one of the visits, her son’s blanket disappeared.  
May have gone to the laundry but was never seen again.    Lynne never wanted that to never happen to 
another child, ever.  This chapter has delivered 4,194 blankets in 2018.  There have been a total of over  
36,541 blankets delivered since 2006.  
 
 
 
 

http://www.projectlinus.org/


When the blankets come to Project Linus, our “Blanketeers” inspect them and to insure that they meet 
Project Linus’ guidelines.  Once they have passed inspection, each blanket has a “Project Linus” label 
sewn on it with a tag to indicate who made the blanket.  The tag will have “Made with love by:  “Name 
of Your Organization.”  The child who receives the blanket will know who made it by the tag attached to 
it.   
 
 
These blankets are delivered to hospitals, adoption agencies, foster care, women’s shelter, hospice 
agencies, ambulance services, police departments, county social services, agencies that deal with child 
abuse, and, sometimes, funeral homes.  Also, blankets are given to children of our fallen soldiers.  The 
children attend a grief camp called TAPS.  There was a 1,600 blanket request which came from all over 
the USA.  The National Project Linus will network with all the chapters and help provide blankets for 
national disasters, natural or manmade; ie:  Hurricane Sandy & Harvey; Sandy Hook, Aurora, Columbine 
& Kentucky; bus accidents; tornadoes in Moore, OK; flooding; & fires such as Weed, CA.  Even though 
this chapter may participate in national needs, the local needs and requests are our first concern.  The 
most recent large donation were delivered to the Wyndmere Public School and F-M Headstart 
programs. 
 
Is blanket just a blanket?   
  The Eastern ND/Fargo Project Linus Chapter received the following: 
 
“Good Afternoon, 
I am writing you because my 9 year old son, Kieran, went into the ER on December 7, 2018….with what I 
thought was the flu.  After hours of pain and testing they found appendicitis!!  This was very surprising 
for us and scary, also.  There was a lot of info on the procedure and my son suffers from special needs so 
for him trying to comprehend everything that was happening to him and also me trying to explain to 
him, was so hard and heartbreaking.   To some people this is an easy procedure, but to my son it was the 
scariest thing he has ever done and in the rush to get the appendix out he was so unsure of what was 
going on.  Right before they took him to the surgery they gave him a choice of 3 blankets made by you 
(at the Fargo Chapter).   Little did we know he would be able to take it home, which made his entire 
night and every day since, he lives with the blanket and sleeps with it every night.  So I want to thank 
you for what you do, it is truly amazing.  You really did make the experience for all of us easier!!  So 
thank you for being so great and kind!!!  Your charity is truly a blessing!!!” 
 
The blanket did make a difference! 
 
Thank you for thinking of Project Linus for your donation of blankets.  Remember how much fun you will 
have in making the blankets.  But also remember how important each of your blankets will make in a 
child’s life. 
 
When you give of your time to help another, you are called a volunteer.  However, when you have made 
a blanket for Project Linus, you are a “Blanketeer.”  I believe it is something to be proud of.  
Congratulations!!! 
 
Blanket Hugs, 
 

Norene Baeth, Coordinator 
Eastern ND/Fargo Chapter of Project Linus 
H:  701-293-5999 
C:  701-238-8363 
Email:  projectlinusnd@gmail.com 
National Project Linus website:  www.projectlinus.org 

 
 

mailto:projectlinusnd@gmail.com
http://www.projectlinus.org/

