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Guidelines for Placement of Junior Gold Teams 

Many Minnesota Hockey Associations express uncertainty and confusion over how to place their Junior 

Gold teams within the state’s JG-A, JG-B, and JG-16 structure.  These guidelines hope to provide 

direction that will help create balanced leagues allowing for maximum enjoyment and fair play.  It would 

be expected that in most situations associations would seek guidance and approval from their 

respective District Director.  

Guidelines Based on the Number of Teams: 

1. If an association has one team, it should place the team at the level it feels would be best for a 

fair and competitive experience.   

   

2. If an association has only two teams, it should place the teams at two different levels, e.g. JG-A 

& JG-B, JG-A & JG-16, or JG-B & JG-16.  Trying to have two equal teams at one level often results 

in uneven competition, whether from design or happenstance.   

 

3. If an association has three teams, it should place a team at each of the three levels unless there 

is some unusual situation making this impractical. 

 

4. If an association has more than three teams it should have at least one team at each level and 

should place the additional teams at the levels it feels best to create a fair and competitive 

experience.  When two teams are at one level, the teams must be picked equally.  The only 

exception is if an association would have two teams at the JG-A level, as every association is 

allowed to have a top team at the JG-A level.    

 

Guidelines Based on Size and Strength of Association: 

1. If an association has more than 500 players overall, it should strongly consider fielding a JG-A 

team. 

 

2. If an association has a Bantam AA team, it should field a JG-A team before it fields a Junior Gold 

team at any other level.  

 

Guidelines Based on Player Composition: 

1. If an association has 3 or more Junior Gold players who have played JV or Varsity, it should have 

a JG-A team before it fields a Junior Gold team at any other level.  

 

2. If an association has 4 or more players who have played Bantam AA or Bantam A hockey, it 

should have a JG-A team before it fields a Junior Gold team at any other level.  

 

 


