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MAHA GUIDANCE ON PRIVATELY ARRANGED BILLETS
USA Hockey has specific procedures that are to be followed for players being billeted. These are defined in the “USA Hockey Safe Sport Program Handbook” (Section I, Billeting Policy). The MAHA has a specific policy on billeted players which is posted to the MAHA website (“Michigan Amateur Hockey Association Policy & Guidelines, Billet Policy”). The billeting requirements from USA Hockey and the MAHA are very specific as it relates to billeting arranged by a specific association or club. The question has arisen as to what an association’s or club’s responsibilities are relative to ‘privately arranged’ billeting.

The USA Hockey Safe Sport Program Handbook specifically addresses privately arranged billeting-
Billeting” means an arrangement where a Minor Athlete lives away from his/her parent(s) or legal guardian(s) in a private family residence arranged or coordinated by a Member Program (or USA Hockey) and meeting the requirements described in this Policy. “Billet” refers to the host adult(s) and family with whom the athlete lives. Billeting arrangements do not include housing arrangements in which the host adult or family is related to the Minor Athlete or otherwise has a Dual Relationship with the Minor Athlete or where the housing is arranged privately by the parents/legal guardians of the Minor Athlete.

In situations of privately arranged billeting, the MAHA recommends that associations/clubs obtain in writing acknowledgement from the player’s parents that they understand what protections they may or may not be entitled to under “USA Hockey’s Safe Sport Program Handbook”. The email below is suggested; however, the association or club and any staff, coaches, managers, or administrators must not have had any involvement, or provided referrals of any sort, or provided lists of prior billet hosts, etc. If in fact the aforementioned did happen, then the MAHA Billeting Policy applies to the billeting arrangement.

SAMPLE E-MAIL:
Dear Parents:

We received notification that you made arrangements for your player to be billeted outside of our official club program for the ____________ season. As a result of this decision, please be advised that you, as parents and legal guardians, assume full responsibility for your player's welfare during his time in the alternate billet arrangement. Our club will not be overseeing or monitoring these accommodations and is not responsible for any resulting actions related to the billet arrangement, Please respond to this email with your acknowledgement of this understanding. If you fail to acknowledge the private billet arrangement, or fail to respond to this e-mail, we will require compliance with the USA Hockey and MAHA billet requirements.




Any questions related to this topic should be addressed to the MAHA Safe Sport Coordinator.


Sincerely,
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Tom Berry, President					       	                                                                                              Michigan Amateur Hockey Association, Inc.	

CC: Jason Reynolds, MAHA Director of Operations & Marketing
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