
Let’s keep         
book!

SCOREKEEPING 101

for slowpitch softball



Objectives
Feel comfortable with the basics of a scorebook
Feel comfortable with the basics of a scorekeeping
Review the process of scorekeeping
Mock scorekeeping of a partial game



The Scorebook
The scorebook is important. It is the official game record and is used to record
every pitch, at bat, and defensive play. The book is used during the game to
confirm who is next to bat and where runners were on base before the last play.
The book is our “instant replay.”
Scorekeeping is progressive, you can start simple and progress to collecting
more data



The Scorebook
There are a lot of abbreviations 
There are a lot of spaces to
write down what happened
There are a lot of variations of
scorebooks



Anatomy of the
Scorebook

For our purposes there is a
bunch of areas we can ignore

Most of the areas are
pieces of information that
can be completed after the
game
some areas are not tracked
for slowpitch softball



Batting order
The left hand column is for the
batters *varies per book
There are multiple spaces for
each batting position (for
substitutions)
Batting order is provided by the
managers from each team
Scorekeeper adds the names
and numbers of each player

Anatomy of the
Scorebook



Innings columns
Tell the story of the game

who did what and in what
order

There is a column for each
inning, sometimes in high
scoreing games, innings can go
more than one column

Anatomy of the
Scorebook



Player rows
Tell the story of the player

players achievements
during the game

Anatomy of the
Scorebook



Game time!



We want the players names
and jersey numbers
Each team gets a page
If the game starts too fast
and you haven't written
down names, begin with
only the jersey numbers
Indicate the start time
substitutes don't have to be
listed in the book until they
enter a game.

Sample line-up



The game flows downward
The first batter in the inning
gets the first box, then as a
new batter gets up, the next
box gets filled
Once a batter records the
last out, the next inning will
begin in the next column



Sequence of the
game



Tell the story of the what happened
during an at bat
notes are baseball shorthand

The Box

Keeps tracks of strikes and balls
If the batter gets on base via a hit, circle
If the batter walks (BB), or hits a runner in
(SAC), ignore HP (hit by pitch) in slowpitch
softball
If the batter/runner is on base, this tracks
where they are, each dot represents a base
If the batter gets out, record what number out

1.
2.
3.

4.

5.



Example:
John hit a double

The Box

Step 1. circle the 2 (for a double)
Step 2. draw a line that connects
home to 1st then 2nd



Common Notations



Scorekeepers simplify the view of the field
by replacing the player’s names with a
unique number. The number represents the
player’s position.
This convention is really helpful when
players change positions.
1 – Pitcher
2 – Catcher
3 – 1st Base
4 – 2nd Base
5 – 3rd Base
6 – Shortstop
7 – Left Field
8 – Center Field | *Left Center
9 – Right Field   | *Right Center
10 - (in slow pitch softball, it's usually the
right fielder)
These numeric representations are always
the same and do not change.

You don't have to remember this, there is
usally a copy at the bottom of the scorepage



Defensive plays



John was at bat with no outs and hit
a ground ball (dashed line) to the
second baseman. 
The second baseman caught the ball
and threw (solid line) to the first
baseman to force Marcus out at first
base.
The scorekeeper will record the play
as a 4-3 putout (put out is implied).
Basically, scorekeepers document
the play as it happened using
position numbers instead of player’s
names.

Example





Sequential plays









start the next inning in the next
column.

*special cases: uh oh, they batted
everyone in the column!!!!

the next inning...



sub gets put under the orignial batter.
the at bat gets recorded in that same row.
draw a line when there's a sub so the manager can read who hit
what ball, and what inning the sub came in at

it's a sub!!!

9      Jackson, R



Objectives
Feel comfortable with the basics of a scorebook
Feel comfortable with the basics of a scorekeeping
Review the process of scorekeeping
Mock scorekeeping of a partial game



Break?
Mock scorekeeping of a partial game, up next!



Let's try a half inning!

Mock scorekeeping of a partial game



Thanks Eric for the cheat sheet!



Questions?
Mock scorekeeping of a partial game, up next!


