
 

 

 
Top L/R: Mason Jeffers, Addison Smith, Noah Williams, Kayden Cook, Jeremiah Cabuyaban, Parker McGee, Alex 
Vazquez, Kai Bennett, Tanner Warner, Aden Holst, Chase Littrell, Reid Plum, Tim Teixeira, Charlie Mussorici, 
Brock Toney, Nathan Spengler, Palmer Holst, Sam Jones, Dane Moberly and Ben Sundell 

Bottom L/R: Simon Linde, Dylan Gormont, Christian Kutcha, Karson Milbrandt and Nathan Hall 

Head Coach – Kirk Bragg  ​
Assistant - Vince Armilio  ​
Assistant - Shaun Marcum 
JV Coach – Doug Clark​
C Team Blue – Matt Dye​
C Team White – Jacob Schwandt​
All Levels - Brady Newland 

Voice of the Blue Jays – Colton Adams 
@JAYS_Basescores​
Technical (Live Stream) – Darren Whitley​
Scorebook/board – George Hoover​
Photographer – Eric Langhorst @LanghorstPicts 

 
 



BLUE JAYS VARSITY SCHEDULE 2022 (29-10) 

DAY DATE TIME OPPONENT RESULT RECORD STREAK +/- 

Sat 3/19 12:00 PM Rockhurst Win 7-0 1-0 W1 7 
 3/19 2:30 PM Lee's Summit North Win 10-0 2-0 W2 17 
Mon 3/21 9:00 AM Grain Valley Win 9-2 3-0 W3 24 
 3/21 11:00 AM Park Hill Win 10-1 4-0 W4 33 
Thu 3/24 5:00 PM Kearney Win 11-1 5-0 W5 43 
Sat 3/26 11:00 AM @ GRAIN VALLEY Win 9-0 6-0 W6 52 
 3/26 1:00 PM @ GRAIN VALLEY Loss 0-2 6-1 L1 50 
Mon 3/28 5:00 PM Ray-Pec Win 5-1 7-1 W1 54 
Tue 3/29 4:00 PM LSN Win 13-0 8-1 W2 67 
Fri 4/1 4:30 PM @ Park Hill Win 8-4 9-1 W3 71 
Sat 4/2 10:00 AM Blue Springs Loss 3-4 9-2 L1 70 
  2:30 PM Park Hill South Win 5-3 10-2 W1 72 
Wed 4/6 4:00 PM @ Lee's Summit West Loss 9-15 10-3 L1 66 
Fri 4/8 4:00 PM BLUE SPRINGS SOUTH Win 13-9 11-3 W1 70 
Mon 4/11 4:00 PM @ Kearney Win 10-2 12-3 W2 78 
Tue 4/12 4:00 PM @ William Chrisman Win 11-1 13-3 W3 88 
Wed 4/13 4:00 PM @ Excelsior Springs Win 7-2 14-3 W4 93 
Thu 4/14 11:15 AM @ Hayden, KS Win 17-4 15-3 W5 106 
Fri 4/15 3:45 PM @ Shawnee Mission West Loss 2-3 15-4 L1 105 
 4/15 6:00 PM @ Olathe West Win 11-1 16-4 W1 115 
Sat 4/16 6:00 PM @ Washburn Rural Win 9-4 17-4 W2 120 
Mon 4/18 4:00 PM @ Liberty North Loss 1-2 17-5 L1 119 
Wed 4/20 4:00 PM @ Ray-Pec Loss 0-1 17-6 L2 122 
Fri 4/22 6:00 PM @ Edwardsville, IL Loss 3-4 17-7 L3 121 
Sat 4/23 10:00 AM @ Republic Win 5-0 18-7 W1 126 
Mon 4/25 5:00 PM Park Hill Win 8-5 19-7 W2 129 
Wed 4/27 4:00 PM @ Blue Springs Win 7-3 20-7 W3 133 
Fri 4/29 5:00 PM LSW Win 5-4 21-7 W4 134 
Sat 4/30 9:00 AM @ Nixa Win 10-8 22-7 W5 136 
 4/30 11:30 AM @ Columbia Rockbridge Loss 1-10 22-8 L1 127 
Tue 5/3 4:30 PM @ Blue Springs South Win 3-0 23-8 W1 130 
Wed 5/4 12:00 PM Liberty North Loss 3-4 23-9 L1 129 
Sat 5/7 11:00 AM @ Jefferson City Win 7-0 24-9 W1 136 
 5/7 1:30 PM @ Jefferson City Win 11-0 25-9 W2 147 
Tue 5/10 4:00 PM @ LSN Win 12-7 26-9 W3 152 
Thu 5/12 6:00 PM @ Blue Valley Southwest Win 4-0 27-9 W4 156 
Mon 5/16 4:00 PM Districts - RD1 vs. NKC Win 7-1 28-9 W5 162 
Tue 5/17 2:00 PM Districts - RD2 vs. Park HIll Win 12-0 29-9 W6 174 
Thu 5/19 5:00 PM Districts - RD3 vs. Liberty North Loss 3-4 29-10 L1 173 

 



2022 - GAME SUMMARIES 
GAME 39: DISTRICTS - JAYS FALL 4-3 TO NORTH​
Liberty falls 4-3 to North in the District finals.  Addison Smith 2 for 4, J.C. Cabuyaban 2 for 3, Aden Holst 2 
for 3 and Karson Milbrandt went 2 for 3.  Karson Milbrandt once again was awesome on the mound 
throwing 6 IP striking out 12.  Jays finish the regular season 29-10 

GAME 38: DISTRICTS - JAYS DEFEAT PARK HILL 12-0​
Liberty defeats Park Hill 12-0 in District semi’s. Jays pounded out 14 hits capping off the 12 runs with a 
Kayden Cook bomb to center. Chase Littrell, Karson Milbrandt, Addison Smith, J.C. Cabuyaban & Dane 
Moberly each had 2 hits. Ben Sundell picks up the shortened win 2 K’s. Jays are now 29-9 

GAME 37: DISTRICTS - JAYS DEFEAT NKC 7-1​
Liberty defeats NKC 7-1 today in the first round of District action. Brock Toney 5 2/3rd's IP with 11 K's 
picked up the win. Chase Littrell 2 for 3 with 2 RBI's, J.C. Cabuyaban 2 for 3, Parker McGee drove in 2 
runs. Aden Holst double RBI. Jays move to 28-9 on the season.  Next up Park Hill in the semi-finals. ​

 

GAME 36: 4-0 WIN OVER BLUE VALLEY SOUTHWEST​
Liberty defeats BVSW 4-0 today to finish 27-9 on the regular season. Ben Sundell & Reid Plum combined 
on the 5 hit shutout. Nathan Hall went 2 for 3, Addison Smith 2 for 4 with a triple, unreal Defense at SS. 
Jays play NKC Mon 5/16, 4pm @ Creekside 1st round of districts. 



GAME 35: WIN 12-7 OVER LSN​
Jays defeat LSN 12-7. J.C. Cabuyaban went 2 for 4 with a double, HR 2 RBI’s, Palmer Holst 2 run HR, 
Parker McGee 2 doubles 3 RBI’s, Nathan Hall 3 for 3, Kayden Cook 2 for 4, 2 RBI’s. Karson Milbrandt 
picked up the Win 7 K’s. Liberty is now 26-9 on the season.​
​

​

 

GAME 33-34 VS. JEFFERSON CITY @ VIVION PARK​
GM1 Liberty defeats Jeff City 7-0 in GM1 today. Kai Bennett was strong throwing 5 IP, 4 K’s allowing 3 
hits. Dylan Gormont picks up the save 4 K’s. Dane Moberly 3 for 4 with 2 RBI’s, JC Cabuyaban 2 for 3 with 
a double. Parker McGee 2 RBI’s. Jays are now 24-9 on the season. 

GM2 Liberty wins 11-0. Reid Plum 3 IP picks up the Win, Parker McGee pitches 1 inning he has now played all 9 
positions at the Varsity level. McGee went 3 for 3, 2 doubles 2 RBI’s, Aden Holst 2 for 3, 3 RBI’s, Dane Moberly 2 
for 3. Jays are now 25-9 on the season! Go Blue! 

GAME 32: LIBERTY FALLS 4-3 TO NORTH​
Addison smith went 1 for 1 with 3 BB and a double.  Ben Sundell went 5 2/3rd with 6 strikeouts. Jays are 
now 23-9 

 



COLLEGE BOUND BLUE JAYS 2022 - *Palmer will sign in the summer making it all 9 seniors 

​

​
GAME 31: LIBERTY WINS 3-0 OVER BLUE SPRINGS SOUTH​
Liberty defeats Blue Springs South 3-0…Karson Milbrandt pounded the strike zone today striking out 14 
walking 0, 2 hits allowed picking up the dub. Aden Holst came back from a long injury 2 RBI’s. J.C. 
Cabuyaban went 2 for 2. Jays are now 23-8 face North Wed. 1pm @ Creekside. 

GAME 30: LIBERTY FALLS 10-1 TO ROCKBRIDGE​
GM 2 saw the Jays playing a solid Columbia Rockbridge team. It has been a tenacious week, Jays fall 10-1. 
Palmer Holst went 2 for 4, Soph Tim Teixeira 4 K’s on the bump and Soph Tanner Warner 2 IP 0 R. Liberty 
is 22-8 and faces Blue Springs South Monday. 

GAME 29: LIBERTY DEFEATS NIXA 10-8​
GM1 today Liberty rallies in the 6th inn for 3 runs to beat Nixa 10-8. Karson Milbrandt did most of the 



damage going 3 for 3, 3 runs scored with 3 RBI’s & a double. Kai Bennett picks up the win in 2 1/3rd 
innings relief. Liberty moves to 22-7. 

GAME 28: LIBERTY DEFEATS LEE'S SUMMIT WEST 5-4​
Liberty defeats LSW 5-4 on Senior Day. Brock Toney gets the win pitching 5 1/3rd IP 8 K’s, Addison Smith 
picks up the save. Chase Littrell 2 for 3 with a double, J.C. Cabuyaban 2 for 2 with a double. Jays are 21-7 
face 24-1 Nixa & 24-4 Col. Rockbridge in Columbia tomorrow.​

​

 



GAME 27: LIBERTY DEFEATS BLUE SPRINGS 7-3​
Jays defeat Blue Springs 7-3, Karson Milbrandt led the way 3 for 4, Chase Littrell 2 for 3, Parker McGee 2 
for 4 with a double. Ben Sundell dominated on the bump CG 9 K’s 0 BB scattering 4 hits. Liberty is 20-7 
next up Fri at home vs LSW SENIOR NIGHT 5pm. 

GAME 26: LIBERTY DEFEATS PARK HILL 8-5​
Liberty defeats Park Hill 8-5 today. Palmer Holst went 3 for 4, 2 RBI’s…Addison Smith 2 for 3, Karson 
Milbrandt 1 for 2, 2 RBI’s…Chase Littrell 2 RBI’s. Milbrandt picks up the win 8 K’s 0 R, 5 IP allowing 1 
hit. Dylan Gormont picks up the SV. Jays are now 19-7 

GAME 24-25: LIBERTY LOSES 4-3 EDWARDSVILLE, IL / WIN 5-0 REPUBLIC​
Springfield results from the weekend GM1 Jays fall 4-3 to #1 Edwardsville HS in Illinois on Friday night. 
Karson Milbrandt 1-1 triple 2 BB. Reid Plum pitched 5 1/3 solid innings in relief allowing 1 run striking out 
2. Another tough 1 run loss Jays are now 17-7 

GM2 today in Springfield vs Republic, Liberty wins 5-0. Recent UCM commit Brock Toney was dominant CG 
shutout 7 IP, 9 K’s 1 BB scattering 3 hits. Nathan Hall went 2 for 3 with a double, Chase Littrell 2 RBI’s, Addison 
Smith with a game breaking triple. Jays are now 18-7 

GAME 23: LIBERTY FALLS 1-0 TO RAY-PEC​
Offense did not show up today as Chase Littrell provided the only production with 2 hits.  Ben Sundell was 
solid on the mound throwing a complete game striking out 9 allowing only 1 run.  Liberty is now 17-6 

GAME 22: LIBERTY FALLS 2-1 TO LIBERTY NORTH​
Liberty falls to Liberty North 2-1 today. Addison Smith went 3 for 3 with a double. Karson Milbrandt 10 
K's 0 BB. Next up @ Ray-Pec on Wednesday 4pm. Jays are now 17-5 

GAME 21: LIBERTY DEFEATS WASHBURN RURAL, KS 9-4​
Liberty caps off 7 games in 6 days with a 9-4 victory over Washburn Rural. Chase Littrell went 2 for 3, 2 
RBI’s…Palmer Holst drives in 2 runs. Brock Toney picks up the Win 7 K’s, Simon Linde the save 2 IP 5 
K’s. Jays are now 17-4 next up @ Liberty North Monday 5pm. Go Blue! 

GAME 20: LIBERTY DEFEATS OLATHE WEST 11-1​
EPIC Jays win last night defeating #2 ranked Olathe West & OU commit Kasey Crawford 11-1. Jays system 



baseball plated 9 runs in the first 2 innings. Palmer Holst 3 for 3, 3 RBI’s, Nathan Hall triple 3 RBI’s, 
Parker McGee 2 for 3. Ben Sundell the Win 4 K’s. Liberty is now 16-4 

GAME 19: LIBERTY FALLS 3-2 TO SHAWNEE MISSION WEST​
Game 1 yesterday out at KU faced a good Shawnee Mission West team and lost 3-2. Chase Littrell smoked 
the ball 4 for 4 with a triple, Addison Smith stays hot 3 for 3. Kai Bennett pitch really well 8 K’s 2 ER. Jays 
fall to 15-4 face #2 in Kansas 5A Olathe West at 8:15pm 

GAME 18: LIBERTY DEFEATS HAYDEN HS, KS 17-4​
Liberty defeats Hayden HS from Topeka 17-4. Pounding out 17 hits. It was the Addison Smith show today! 
Add hits for the CYCLE going 4 for 5, 2 RBI’s, Parker McGee 3 for 5, 4 RBI’s, Dane Moberly went 3 for 4. 
Dylan Gormont picks up the Win 3 K’s. Jays are now 15-3 

​

 

GAME 17: LIBERTY DEFEATS EXCELSIOR SPRINGS 7-2​
Jays defeat Ex. Springs 7-2 today. Parker McGee 1 for 2, 2 BB, 2 SB’s, Chase Littrell 3 SB’s. Brock Toney 
picks up the win in relief, 4 IP 4 K’s, 0 Hits. Liberty moves to 14-3 on the season and will play Hayden HS 



from Topeka tomorrow morning 11:15am @ Lawrence HS.​

 

GAME 16: LIBERTY DEFEATS WILLIAM CHRISMAN 11-1​
Jays defeat William Chrisman 11-1 it was a slugfest for the Jays. Addison Smith 2 for 3 with HR, Palmer 
Holst 2 for 3 HR 2 RBI’s, Sam Jones HR, Kayden Cook 2 for 4, 2 RBI’s, Brock Toney 2 RBI’s. Simon Linde 
4 IP 3 K’s 1 H allowed picking up the Win on the bump. Liberty is 13-3 

GAME 15: LIBERTY DEFEATS KEARNEY 10-2​
Liberty moves to 12-3 overall with a 10-2 victory over Kearney. Karson Milbrandt went 2 for 4 with 3 
RBI’s, Kayden Cook & Nathan Hall each went 2 for 3. Ben Sundell, Kai Bennett & Reid Plum combined on 
the 4 hit 8 K performance. 

GAME 14: LIBERTY DEFEATS BLUE SPRINGS SOUTH 13-9​
Jays defeat Blue Springs South 13-9 on another windy day. Parker McGee went 3 for 4, Dane Moberly 2 for 
3, Palmer Holst 2 for 4 double 3 RBI’s, Nathan Hall & JC Cabuyaban 2 hits a piece. Karson Milbrandt 
picks up the win 7 K’s & Kai Bennett the save. Liberty is 11-3 

GAME 13: LIBERTY FALLS TO LSW 15-9​
Jays fall in the road to Lee’s Summit West 15-9. Crazy game Palmer Holst 2-4, Jeremiah Cabuyaban 3 
RBI’s, Kayden Cook 2-3 a homer 3 RBI’s and Dane Moberly drove in 3 runs. Liberty is 10-3 

GAME 11 AND 12: LIBERTY FALLS TO BLUE SPRINGS 4-3 / DEFEAT PHS 5-3​
GM1: Liberty falls 4-3 to Blue Springs  in game 1.  Parker McGee went 2 for 4 with a double, Palmer Holst 
went 2 for 3 and Addison Smith added a double. Kai Bennett threw 4 scoreless innings of relief with 3 K's 
and allowing only 1 hit. Liberty is now 9-2. 

GM2: Liberty defeats Park Hill South 5-3.  Good bounce back win Jays had a big 2nd inning scoring 4 runs. 
Kayden Cook went 2 for 3 with a double and 2 RBI's. Chase Littrell went 2 for 3. Karson Milbrandt picks up the 
win striking out 9. Liberty is now 10-2 



GAME 10: LIBERTY DEFEATS PARK HILL 8-4​
Liberty defeats Park Hill 8-4 today. Chase Littrell absolutely smoked a  to right in 4th inning, Palmer Holst 
homers as well to center in the 6th. Holst went 2 for 3. Ben Sundell picks up the Win striking out 8, Dylan 
Gormont the save 3 K’s out of the pen. Jays are now 9-1. 

GAME 9: LIBERTY DEFEATS LSN 13-0​
Liberty defeats Lee’s Summit North 13-0 today. Addison Smith smoked a grand slam homer in the 4th 
inning to put away the Broncos. Smith was 2 for 3 HR & 6 RBI’s. Parker McGee went 2 for 3. Brock Toney 
picks up the Win 5 K’s. Jays are 8-1. 

GAME 8: LIBERTY DEFEATS RAY-PEC 5-1​
Liberty defeats Ray-Pec 5-1 today. Karson Milbrandt retired the first 10 batters on his way to 12 K’s, 0 R 
giving up 2 hits for the Win. Parker McGee went 3 for 4 with 2 SB’s. Kayden Cook drove in 2 runs. Jays are 
now 7-1 & face LSN tomorrow at LHS 4pm. 

GAME 6 AND 7: LIBERTY DEFEATS GRAIN VALLEY 9-0 / FALL TO GV 2-0​
Jays split with Grain Valley today 9-0 and 0-2. GM1 was all Ben Sundell the Senior lefty threw a CG shutout 
7IP 8 K’s 2 BB scattering 3 hits. Kayden Cook whipped up 3 hits. Kai Bennett, Parker McGee & Chase 
Littrell 2 hits a piece. 

GM2 Jays fall 2-0 the bats cooled off, credit to GV pitcher Joel Palecek. Kai Bennet 6 K’s in 4 IP and Dylan 
Gormont 2 scoreless innings in the loss. Kayden Cook 2 for 3 offensively for the Jays. Liberty is now 6-1 on the 
early season and face Ray-Pec at home Monday 5pm 

GAME 5 WIN 11-1 OVER KEARNEY​
Liberty defeats Kearney 11-1. Bats were red hot pounding out 12 hits. Kayden Cook went 3 for 4, double & 
a game ending 3 run homer! Palmer Holst was 2 for 3, Nathan Hall 2 for 4, double 2 RBI’s. Reid Plum 
picked up the Win 4 IP, 3 K’s 0 runs. Jays are 5-0 on the season. 

GAME 4 WIN 10-1 OVER PARK HILL​
GM2 Liberty defeats Park Hill 10-1. Brock Toney finally took the mound and struck out 12 in 5 IP picking 
up the Win walking only 1. Aden Holst remained hot going 2 for 4 with a double, 2 Runs scored, Nathan 
Hall drove in 2 runs as well. Blue Jays are 4-0 on the season. 

GAME 3 WIN 9-2 OVER GRAIN VALLEY​
Liberty defeats Grain Valley 9-2 this morning. Addison Smith went 3 for 4, Aden Holst 2 for 3 with 2 RBI's, 
Kayden Cook 3 for 3 with 2 doubles. Kai Bennett was dominant on the mound 5 IP, 8 K's picking up the W, 
Dylan Gormont closed it down with 2 K's. Liberty is now 3-0. 

GAME 2 WIN 10-0 OVER LSN​
Liberty defeats LSN in GM2 10-0. Addison Smith 2-4, Charlie Mussorici drove in 3 runs. Ben Sundell 
complete game shutout striking out 4. Jays pitching did not allow a runner to 3rd base in 12 innings today 
and only gave up 3 hits. Liberty moves to 2-0. 

GAME 1 WIN 7-0 OVER ROCKHURST​
Liberty defeats Rockhurst 7-0 in GM1 today. Chase Littrell went 3-3 with 2 RBI’s, Dane Moberly & Palmer 



Holst each had 2 hits. Karson Milbrandt picks up the Win, 6 strong innings striking out 13 walking 0. Jays 
move to 1-0 on the season. 

Final record 29W – 10L ​
Conference 9W – 5L (3rd Place)​
Regular Season Tournaments 11W – 1L​
Post Season 2W – 1L​
Win Streak – 6 
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​
Experience important for Liberty this year 

Liberty’s Addison Smith during the 
jamboree at the Capitol Federal Sports 
Complex on Monday, March 14. 

LIBERTY — The Blue Jays are on the 
hunt for another successful season after 
hoisting the baseball state championship 
trophy in 2021. Liberty brings back a host 

of talent that is going to be exciting to watch 
this spring.​

​
Head coach Kirk Bragg said it has been 
amazing to have his group of guys 
together for the past couple of weeks at 
practice. He explained his team’s 
preparedness in the opening practices 
have been crucial for laying down 
building blocks for this year’s team. 

“We want to be as prepared or more prepared than other teams going into that first game on Friday,” 
Bragg said. “If we can do all of our stuff within our system, then that goal has been accomplished.” 

For this season, pitching staff look to be a strong aspect to the Jays’ plan of dominating teams with 
athletic and strong players. 

“You want to see guys that have been on that mound and how many times that they have been on that 
mound in tough situations,” Bragg said. “We have that, we have experience there. Pitching will be our 
strength.” 

The bats are not too far behind as the offense grinds against some of the best pitchers in the area 
during practice each day. This was evident during Liberty’s play in the jamboree on Monday, March 14. 

“Our guys have been frustrated not being able to put the ball in play,” Bragg said with a laugh. “Today, it 
was a really good day for us to see a different arm and we were able to put the ball in play, so I was 
very pleased with that.” 

The Blue Jays will begin their state championship title defense on Friday, March 18. Liberty will be 
participating in the Metro Leadoff Tournament and will be facing Lee’s Summit North at 3:30 p.m. in the 
opening game at Creekside Park in Parkville. 

The Liberty baseball team will look to build on one of the best seasons in school history this 
spring. 



The Blue Jays won the Class 6 title last year – the second crown in school history – and posted 
a program best 32 wins. With only two starters gone, there is optimism for another successful 
season on the diamond. 

The Blue Jays, coached by Kirk Bragg and assistants Vince Armilio and Shaun Marcum, had 12 
different players make the Suburban Conference Gold Division postseason team. Seven of 
those made the all-state team and five of those returned this year. 

The team ranked No. 27 in the final Baseball America high school poll and No. 28th in Baseball 
Collegiate’s high school poll. Liberty won 10 in a row to close out last season to claim the title, 
beating four top-10 ranked teams along the way. During the postseason, the Blue Jays 
outscored foes 48-19. 

The domination included two wins over Missouri Class 5 runner-up Grain Valley, wins over 
Kansas Class 5A champion Blue Valley Southwest and Class 6A champion Blue Valley and 
Class 6A third-place finisher Derby. 

Liberty is ranked No. 2 in the Midwest regional rankings by Baseball America. 

The Blue Jays return all-state picks in junior shortstop Addison Smith, senior catcher Jeremiah 
Cabuyaban, senior third base Palmer Holst, senior right-handed pitcher Karson Milbrandt and 
senior right-handed pitcher Kai Bennett. 

Smith hit .342 with 11 extra base hits, drove in 18 runs and led the team with 13 stolen bases. 
Cabuyaban drove in 27 runs, hit .304, while having a .983 fielding percentage behind the plate. 
He is coming off knee surgery that caused him to miss the wrestling season. Holst is the top 
returning hitter with a .351 average. Milbrandt is headed to Division I powerhouse Vanderbilt and 
is coming off a 10-2 season last year with one save. He struck out 69 in 53 innings and had a 
2.38. 

Bennett went 5-1 and also had a save, while sporting a 2.09 ERA. 

Also back is junior outfielder Chase Littrell, senior left-handed pitcher Ben Sundell and senior 
right-handed pitcher Brock Toney are also back for the Blue Jays. Sundell posted a 4-3 mark 
and led the team with three saves. Toney was 2-0 and had 53 strikeouts, second on the team. 
The Blue Jays lost a pair of all-staters to graduation in catcher Ryan Williams and first baseman 
Aiden Watson. Both are currently at MIAA schools, Williams at Northwest Missouri State and 
Watson at Central Missouri. 

Newcomers vying for playing time include junior OF/2B Aden Holst, senior C/OF Nathan Hall, 
senior C/2B Parker McGee, senior right-handed pitcher Reid Plum and senior left-handed 
pitcher Dylan Gormont, who at 6-foot-8 is the tallest player on the roster. 

Along with Milbrandt heading to college, five other players will move onto the next level. Hall and 
Plum will join Watson at Central Missouri. Gormont and Cabuyaban will be teammates at Drury 
University and Sundell will play at Washington and Lee University. 



David Grace BVM Sports User Submission April 25, 2022 

LIBERTY, Mo. — Just three head coaches. That’s all they have had in 49 years of baseball at 
Liberty High School. It is a history of remarkable success: 19 conference championships, 16 
district championships, two top-three state finishes, and one runner-up. Last season the 
Bluejays reached the pinnacle as state champions, their second state title in program history. At 
the helm, since 2004, is head coach Kirk Bragg. 

When coach Bragg started with Liberty as an assistant in the 1990s, he brought with him a 
background of athletic excellence and success. He played tennis and baseball and was a 
stand-out basketball player at Millard South high school in Omaha Nebraska, earning all-state 
honors two times. He was on a team that won several state basketball championships. He 
eventually graduated from the University of Nebraska Omaha, where he played college 
baseball. 

 



 

​
​
​
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​
Vandy commit Karson Milbrandt has emerged as likely MLB Draft pick​
​

Last year, along with the state championship, coach Bragg’s Bluejays finished with 32 wins—​
a program record. “It was one of the most difficult seasons, but also at the same time it was very ​
rewarding how tough it was to get there,” says Bragg. “We played everyone. We played Kansas’ ​
top schools. We played the top teams in Missouri. ​
​
It was a grueling schedule. We faced a lot of adversity. We were playing such good baseball by ​
the end. It wasn’t a lot of coaching. It was just a team that worked. Every inning, every situation, ​
they just knew how to adapt to it. The next thing you know we just kept rolling.”​
​
For the 2022 season, the emphasis for the Bluejays is to find an offense that can stay with their ​
pitching, which is the strength of the team. “When you look at pitching and defense, we knew ​
that with our arms coming back, we have had a lot of guys that have spent time in the fire,” ​
says Bragg. 

One of those arms that has been through the fire is that of senior right-hand pitcher, Karson 
Milbrandt, who has committed to attend and play baseball at Vanderbilt next year. Last season 
he had an ERA of 2.38, with 10 wins. Along with a tight slider, he’s been clocked at 98 mph, and 
his fastballs can average in the 90s during games. Some sources think he might make a high 
round draft position in the MLB draft. 



His only pre-game ritual is drinking QT chocolate milk. The long-limbed Milbrandt grew up in 
Liberty and played both basketball and baseball for the Bluejays. He made great use of his time 
during quarantine to work on his strength training and improve his pitch speed. As he got 
stronger the higher pitch velocity came along with it. 

What does Karson love about baseball? His answer is one word: “competing.” The 
high-pressured nature of playoff and championship baseball gets him locked in. “The most 
exciting game last year was the state championship game,” says Milbrandt. The Bluejays won 
that game 8-4 over Ft. Zumwalt. “You’ve got their coaches getting ejected. Their fans were 
getting thrown out of the stands. It was like a basketball student section that was 10-15 rows 
deep, and they were all chirping at me. I love that environment.” 

Another senior that brings the heat is pitcher Ben Sundell, whose favorite subjects in school are 
math and history. Last season, he had an ERA of .246 in 13 games. Sundell is committed to 
attend Washington and Lee University in Virginia, next Fall. Ben was born and raised in Liberty, 
he played various sports in Liberty Parks and Rec in his youth. He started competitive baseball 
at age nine. In high school he competed on both the swimming and baseball teams. 

“I always loved to pitch. It was the preferred position. I never threw any harder than other 
pitchers when I was younger,” says Sundell. “When high school came, it was clear that I was 
better at being a pitcher than at any other position.” Ben doesn’t like to eat for six hours before a 
start. And he likes to be the first guy at the ballpark on his game days. 

“There is no magic pill to velocity or strikes. It’s just how much of a dude do you want to be, and 
how much work do you want to put in? We have a lot of pitchers, so it is hard to get your 
innings,” says Sundell. “Once the season starts – everyone is rooting for each other to win. And 
everyone knows there will be opportunities, but there is definitely a competitive atmosphere in 
practice for sure.” Credit: April Reid Photography 

Coach Bragg and the staff have been going through 
the process of getting this team to play at the highest 
level this year. “When you look at the offense that we 
had last year, we had a lot of guys that produced a lot 
of offense,” says Bragg. “This team has taken on the 
challenge, we have really practiced every day on 



hitting or situational things to score runs, and our offense is really good. We are only going to get 
better down the line.” 

Stepping up this year to get the offense going, has been junior short-stop Addison Smith. Last 
season, he batted .342 and had an OBP of .451. He grew up playing three sports, but when it 
came time for high school, his sport was baseball. Smith has been on the Royals’ scout team 
since reaching 14U, with practices at the Urban Youth Academy in Kansas City. The 
organization has produced 160 MLB drafted players, and 34 MLB debut players. The team 
travels all around the country in the Summers. 

In the Spring, Smith loves being a Bluejay. “You are playing for your school and not for yourself. 
All of us try to bond and we take it seriously, but we try to have as much fun as possible. All of 
us are really good friends, and I am playing with my best friends,” says Smith. “The coaches 
want to teach you how to grow up as men. I love rivalry games and big games.  I don’t know 
what athlete wouldn’t want to play in a big game like that. It is a lot of fun.”​

Credit: April Reid Photography 

“The environment is unlike club baseball,” says 
Sundell.  “High school baseball is all about the team, 
and there is no ‘i’ in team in high school baseball.  In 
the Summer it is about looking good and getting 
recruited.”  

“Liberty baseball is system baseball,” says Milbrandt. “It 
is more than just hitting. It is bunts. It’s slash and run. It’s fake bunts. We are always working to 
move runners.” 

“I think coach Bragg is the best game manager in the state,” says Sundell. “When you step on 
the field he will do everything in his power to make sure it is our day. There is no doubt you have 
your best shot to win. He loves all the guys, and he wears his heart on his sleeve.” 

“Experiences mature you. I don’t give post game speeches. We prepare for a game, and face 
the adversities that happen, and we don’t get caught up in a win or a loss, we just get caught up 
in what we are doing to eliminate reasons to lose,” says Bragg. “They are kids, they get it. They 
know when we don’t pitch well, field well, or hit well, and I don’t need to harp on them. I trust 



them. We know what we are trying to do. We have a lot of work to do to hopefully win the games 
that are important, and those are the district and playoff games.” 

Coach Bragg’s overriding philosophy on coaching is to be transformational. “Be a leader for the 
kids. Help them. Treat them with respect. You will get more out of it than just chasing wins and 
losses, says Bragg. “I don’t know my record. The only thing I care about is just when you are a 
coach your number one priority is to lead. I feel like if you have led them then you have been 
successful. Kids need leadership and they need structure. If you do those two things, then you 
are doing just fine.” 

 

LIBERTY, Mo. (BVM) – Karson Milbrandt has long been 
one of the best high school baseball players in Missouri. 
Over the last few years, he has also emerged as one of 
the best in the country. That fact has many thinking that 
Milbrandt could hear his name early during July’s MLB 
Draft. 

Four years ago, being selected in the MLB Draft may 
have seemed like a pipe dream for the Liberty High 
School standout. Milbrandt’s favorite sport growing up 
had always been basketball, but as he played baseball 
in his freshman year, he realized he may have the talent 
to take things to the next level.​
​
Karson Milbrandt began realizing just how much potential he had on the baseball 
diamond once he began playing in high school with the Liberty Blue Jays. (Photo: 
Josh Gregory) 

“My favorite sport until my freshman year was probably basketball,” Milbrandt said. “I really liked 
basketball more than baseball … When freshman year hit, I started realizing I was pretty good at 
this baseball stuff.” 

https://bvmsports.com/team/high-school/liberty-high-school-mo-2/
https://bvmsports.com/team/high-school/liberty-high-school-mo-2/


Milbrandt continued to play basketball throughout high school, helping the Blue Jays to a 
runner-up finish at state in his junior season. However, during that same time, baseball started 
becoming more and more of a priority. 

During the summers, Milbrandt began playing with Prodigy Baseball Academy. Excelling against 
some of the high level competition he was facing, his great potential was realized even further. 

While playing at Liberty, Milbrandt also showed flashes of potential as early as his freshman 
year where he got to take the mound for the Blue Jays’ varsity team. It was a good learning 
season for him, getting to watch a strong group of upperclassmen that included the likes of 
current Nebraska pitcher Braxton Bragg. 

“I wanted to be like them whenever I was a senior,” Milbrandt said. “That’s just kind of what I 
looked up to, to build on what they already had.” 

Sadly, Milbrandt had to wait to build on the foundation those upperclassmen had laid. Finding 
out the 2020 spring season was canceled was not only heartbreaking to Milbrandt, but even 
more so to many of his older teammates. 

“It was really tough,” Milbrandt said. “We were supposed to be really good … Whenever we 
heard it got canceled, your heart just kind of sank into your body. It was really emotional for 
everyone.” 

However, the Blue Jays came back prepared and with a vengeance, and would end up writing a 
tremendous comeback story. Despite a bit of a rough patch towards the middle of the 2021 
season, Liberty rallied, making it all the way to state and winning an MSHSAA Class 6 title once 
there with a victory over Fort Zumwalt West. It was the program’s first title since 2002. 

“You’re really motivated because you didn’t get to show everyone what Liberty baseball is about 
your sophomore year,” Milbrandt said. “It was really fun competing out there and winning it all 
was really fun … Once we got hot, there was no stopping us, and that atmosphere was insane 
… Whenever we turned that double play to end the game, it was something else. I cried a lot 
because it was the last baseball game I was going to play with a lot of my buddies, but it was 
awesome.” 



Coming into his senior season, Milbrandt and the Blue Jays were looking to repeat with one of 
the best pitching rotations in Missouri. The senior certainly did his part, going 7-1 with a 1.66 
ERA and 91 strikeouts as the conference pitcher of the year, while also batting .400 with 15 
RBIs at the plate.  

However, this time the Blue Jays would fall short of another storybook run. Although it was a 
tough way to end his Liberty career, Milbrandt knows it’s hard to beat the four-year ride he had 
there. 

“You can’t win them all,” Milbrandt said. “That kind of sucked, but you have to look back on your 
four years at Liberty High School. All of us seniors left our mark there and we brought a state 
title to Liberty. You couldn’t ask for much more.  

“I hope I motivated all the guys that are coming into the Liberty 
baseball program, that are already on the Liberty baseball program, 
that you just keep your head down and work your tail off because 
your time is going to come and whenever your time comes you have 
to be ready to perform.” 

Karson Milbrandt helped lead Liberty to its first state championship since 2002 in his junior season. 
(Photo: Josh Gregory) 

Receiving accolades throughout his high school tenure like 
all-conference, all-state, and most recently Gatorade Missouri Baseball Player of the Year, have 
only furthered that legacy. While they’re big honors for the dominant pitcher, ultimately, they 
have further proven that his hard work has been worth it. 

“It’s awesome to be named all that stuff but it’s nicer to see all that hard work pay off that I put 
in,” Milbrandt said. “That’s my favorite part about it, I put my head down, I got to work and now 
it’s all starting to pay off.” 

Also benefiting Milbrandt over the last few years is that he has gotten to learn from a former 
MLB pitcher in Liberty assistant coach Shaun Marcum, who played nine seasons in the MLB. 



“It’s awesome having Marcum just a phone call away and in the same dugout,” Milbrandt said. 
“It’s really nice to pick his brain and hear all the stuff. He helps a lot, it was really nice to have 
him on the squad.” 

Meanwhile, last summer, Milbrandt also had the chance to compete in the Prospect 
Development Pipeline put on by MLB and USA Baseball. There, he worked with another former 
MLB pitcher: Brad Penny. 

“You’d pitch two innings and then you sit around for three days, and during those three days I’d 
just talk to him the entire time,” Milbrandt said. “We still text sometimes. It’s awesome to have, 
he’s a really nice guy.” 

Not only did the 6-foot-1 righty get to meet Penny, but also many of the top prospects in the 
nation. Competing against and alongside them was invaluable for Milbrandt’s future. 

“It was pretty cool to become friends with all those guys and it was really fun competing against 
them,” Milbrandt said. “Obviously, it’s the best of the best and there’s a bunch of people 
watching. That really helped with the exposure.” 

With his continued emergence in the game, the athletic pitcher quickly gained college notice 
throughout his high school career. He got his first phone call in-state from Saint Louis, and soon 
after his first offer from Missouri State. However, by the time he committed, Milbrandt had 
decided on the state’s SEC power: Mizzou. 

“Mizzou was probably the best fit being the home state and everything, a two-hour drive away,” 
Milbrandt said. “I felt really comfortable so I decided to commit there.” 

However, as Milbrandt led the Blue Jays to a state championship as a junior and increased his 
pitching velocity significantly into the lower 90s, he began receiving additional interest from 
some fellow SEC schools like Tennessee, Arkansas, LSU and Vanderbilt. 

With Mizzou also firing its pitching coach, Milbrandt decommitted, visited his new options, and 
made a final decision to join the nation’s No. 1 recruiting class. 

https://bvmsports.com/team/ncaa/missouri-tigers/
https://bvmsports.com/team/ncaa/vanderbilt-commodores/


If he doesn’t jump to the MLB, Karson Milbrandt will head to Vanderbilt as part of the nation’s top recruiting class. (Courtesy: 
@kars0nnnn/Instagram) 

“I felt with Vanderbilt, obviously the track record 
that they have, and their coaches are awesome,” 
Milbrandt explained. “I felt very comfortable with 
their coaches. I just felt very at home with them, I 
felt like it was the place I wanted to be. 
Obviously they’re very good at baseball and it 
just felt like a place that I could call home for 
however many years.” 

If Milbrandt and others in his recruiting class do indeed suit up for the Commodores next year, 
they have high hopes of what they can accomplish, with Milbrandt just looking to earn a role with 
the team any way he can. 

“They bring in the best talent,” Milbrandt said. “Going there, I’ll put my head down and work, 
compete against the guys and hopefully get a spot.” 

However, there’s a real possibility that Milbrandt has an opportunity to go straight to the MLB 
this summer. Scouts continue to see a bright future for the pitcher after he hit 96 mph with his 
fastball last summer, and there’s a potential his velocity could reach triple digits down the road.  

It’s a surreal scenario to go pro this young, one that may have first set in once he began pitching 
in front of MLB scouts with regularity last summer. 

“The summer was my first time seeing a bunch of people behind home plate with radar guns,” 
Milbrandt said. “The first few times it was a little nerve-wracking … But with scouts there, without 
scouts there, you obviously have your goals to do, and you just have to focus on the game.” 

Milbrandt, like most others in his position, isn’t sure yet on whether he’d choose Vanderbilt or the 
MLB. Ultimately, the decision will come down to what’s best for both he and his family.  



However, there is no doubt Milbrandt is a special prospect who has what it takes to someday 
make the pros. No matter when that time comes, the pitcher will continue to put in the work to 
make his dream come true. 

“Your end goal is to get to the MLB so that’s going to be an unreal experience and moment,” 
Milbrandt said. “It’s what I’ve been dreaming of ever since I was a little kid. You just have to keep 
on working hard and hopefully that time will come.” 
 

 
Liberty, ranked No. 4 in the Missouri High School Baseball Coaches Association Class 6 poll, ended 
the year winning four in a row. The Blue Jays finished the regular season with a 27-9 mark. 

The regular season wrapped up on Thursday, May 12 with a 4-0 win over Blue Valley Southwest in 
Overland Park, Kansas. Reid Plum and Ben Sundell combined on a five-hit shutout. Nathan Hall 
and Addison Smith each had two hits in the win. 

Liberty 12, Lee’s Summit North 7​
The Blue Jays wrapped up Suburban Conference Gold Division play with a win over the Broncos on 
the road on Tuesday, May 10. Karson Milbrandt struck out seven in four innings, while Brock Toney 
followed by tossing 2 1/3 innings, giving up two runs and striking out three. 

Jeremiah Cabuyaban and Palmer Holst each hit a home run and each had 2 RBIs. Kayden Cook 
and Parker McGee also had 2 RBIs for Liberty. Hall had a team-high three hits. 

Liberty 7, Jefferson City 0  |  Liberty 11, Jefferson City 0​
The Blue Jays went on the road on Saturday, May 7 and swept the Jays at Vivion Field in Jefferson 
City. Kai Bennett and Dylan Gormont struck out four each on the mound. Dane Moberly went 3-for-4 
with 2 RBIs, while McGee also had 2 RBIs. 



In the doubleheader, Liberty picked up win No. 25 – the fourth straight year hitting that milestone. 
McGee went 3-for-3 with two doubles and 2 RBIs. Aden Holst went 2-for-3 with 3 RBIs. 

Liberty North 4, Liberty 3​
The Eagles swept the season series against Liberty by rallying for a win in a Wednesday afternoon 
game on May 4 at Creekside Baseball Park in Parkville. Liberty North scored two runs in the fifth to 
tie the game and then added two more in the sixth. Cabuyaban and McGee had RBIs for Liberty, 
which had five hits. Sundell gave up three runs on 10 hits, while striking out six over 5 2/3 innings. 
Toney had two strikeouts in the final 1 1/3 innings.​
​
Liberty 3, Blue Springs South 0​
The Blue Jays scored a pair of runs in the second inning and added another in the fifth to pick up a 
win over the Jaguars on Tuesday, May 3. Vanderbilt-bound Milbrandt struck out 14 over 6 2/3 
innings, giving up only three hits. Bennett recorded the final out. Missouri-bound Trenton Roehler 
gave up five hits and struck out five for Blue Springs South. Cabuyaban had two of Liberty’s six hits. 

Rock Bridge 10, Liberty 1 | Liberty 10, Nixa 8​
In a doubleheader in Columbia on Saturday, April 30, the Blue Jays split a pair of games with 
state-ranked foes in Class 6. Palmer Holst had a pair of hits against Rock Bridge. Tim Teixeria 
struck out four for Liberty, while Tanner Warner didn’t give up a run in two innings of work. 

The Blue Jays scored three late runs – in the sixth inning – to beat Nixa. Milbrandt was 3-for-3 with 
three runs scored and 3 RBIs. Bennett tossed 2 1/3 innings in relief to pick up the win. 

Liberty 5, Lee’s Summit West 4​
The Blue Jays beat the Titans in a game at Liberty High School on Friday, April 29. The teams split 
the season series, each winning at home. This was also senior day for the Blue Jays and their nine 
seniors. Toney struck out eight over 5 1/3 innings, while Smith came in to get the save. Chase Littrell 
and Cabuyaban each had two hits for the Blue Jays. 



Liberty 7, Blue Springs 3​
Six different players had one RBI each to help the Blue Jays beat the Wildcats in a league game on 
Wednesday, April 27 in Blue Springs. Milbrandt had three hits, while McGee and Littrell had two hits 
each. The southpaw Sundell gave up four hits and three runs over seven innings, while fanning 
nine. 

Liberty 8, Park Hill 5​
The Trojans scored five runs over the final two innings but the Blue Jays held on for a win on 
Monday, April 25. Liberty scored four runs in the first inning to set the tone. Littrell, Smith and 
Palmer Holst all had RBIs for the Blue Jays. Despite the 13 total runs there were only a combined 
seven RBIs between the two teams. Milbrandt struck out eight over five innings, didn’t allow a run 
and yielded only two hits.  

Brock Toney helped Liberty snap a three-game losing streak by throwing a complete game to beat 
Republic, 5-0, in a game on April 23 at U.S. Ballpark in Ozark. 

The Central Missouri pledge got help from the offense scoring four runs in the fifth inning. Toney 
struck out nine and walked one in the effort. 

Edwardsville, Ill., 4, Liberty 3​
The Blue Jays scored three runs in the third to tie the game but the Tigers scored one in the fourth 
to pick up a win on April 22 at U.S. Ballpark in Ozark. 

Liberty was held to three hits in the loss and Palmer Holst had the lone RBI. Kai Bennett and Reid 
Plum pitched. 

Ray-Pec 1, Liberty 0​
The Panthers scored a run in the first inning to win a pitcher’s duel on April 20 in Peculiar. Micah 
Henson, a Kansas State pledge, struck out nine and gave up only two hits to Liberty. Both of the hits 
were by Chase Littrell. 

Liberty got a solid effort on the mound from Ben Sundell, who struck out nine and gave up seven 
hits over six innings. 

Liberty North 2, Liberty 1 

The Eagles knocked off the Blue Jays in a game at Liberty North on April 18. The tie game was 
broken with a run in the sixth by Liberty North. 

Addison Smith had three of Liberty’s six hits. Nathan Hall provided the Blue Jays’ RBI. 

River City Tournament​
The Blue Jays went 3-1 at a tournament in Lawrence, Kansas, April 14-15. Liberty beat Topeka 
Hayden, 17-4, Olathe West, 11-1, and Washburn Rural, 9-4. Shawnee Mission West picked up a 3-2 
win over Liberty. 

Smith hit for the cycle with 2 RBIs, while Parker McGee was 3-for-5 with 4 RBIs against Hayden. 
Dylan Gormont earned the win, striking out four. 



Liberty scored nine runs in the first two innings to beat No. 2-ranked Olathe West, which was 
previously undefeated. Holst was 3-for-3 with 3 RBIs, while Hall also drove in three runs. Sundell 
struck out four in the win. 

Littrell was 2-for-3 with a pair of RBIs, while Holst also had 2 RBIs against Washburn Rural. Toney 
struck out seven and Simon Linde struck out five in two innings of work. 

Littrell had a 4-for-4 day against Shawnee Mission West. Smith was 3-for-3. Bennett struck out eight 
in the loss. 

Northland Tournament​
Liberty went 3-0 during the tournament held in Kansas City April 11-13. 

In a 7-2 win against Excelsior Springs, a three-run fourth inning broke a 2-2 tie. Kayden Cook, Hall 
and Jeremiah Cabuyaban all had RBIs. Liberty was held to five hits in the win. Toney gave up one 
hit and struck out four over four innings to earn the win. Sam Jones, Holst and Smith all hit home 
runs. Holst, Cook and Toney all drove in two runs. Linde gave up one hit in four innings to earn the 
win. 

Liberty 13, Blue Springs South 9​
Milbrandt picked up another win on the mound, besting the Jaguars in a conference game on April 
8. The Vanderbilt signee struck out seven. At the plate, McGee was 3-for-4, while Holst had a pair of 
hits and 3 RBIs. 

Lee’s Summit West 15, Liberty 9​
Dane Moberly, Cook and Cabuyaban had 3 RBIs each in the loss on April 6. Cook hit a home run 
and a had a pair of hits, while Holst had two hits.  

The Liberty baseball team, the reigning Class 6 champions, ended the first part of the schedule with 
a 10-2 mark after beating Park Hill South, 5-3, on April 2. That was the second game in a 
doubleheader that day at Blue Springs. Stats for the Park Hill South game were not available. 

Blue Springs 4, Liberty 3 

Liberty scored single runs the first three innings, but Blue Springs scored two in the second and two 
more in the third to pick up a win on Saturday, April 2. Palmer Holst, Jeremiah Cabuyaban and 
Kayden Cook had RBIs, while Parker McGee had two hits, including a double. 

Right-hander Brock Toney started and went three innings, giving up three earned runs and striking 
out one. Kai Bennett tossed the final four innings, not giving up a run and striking out two. 

Liberty 8, Park Hill 4​
The Blue Jays picked up a second win this season against the Trojans, beating them this time at 
Park Hill High School on Friday, April 1. A four-run third inning gave the Blue Jays the early lead and 
led to a win despite only getting five hits. Palmer Holst had two hits and drove in a run, while Nathan 
Hall had one hit and scored two runs on his triple. Holst and Chase Littrell each smacked a home 
run. 



Ben Sundell picked up the win for the Blue Jays. The left-handed hurler struck out eight and gave up 
three earned runs over 5 2/3 innings. 

Liberty 13, Lee’s Summit North 0​
The Blue Jays picked up another win over the Broncos, this one on March 29 at home in a 
Suburban Conference Gold Division game. All 13 runs for Liberty came in the fourth inning. Addison 
Smith hit a grand slam and drove in six total runs in the inning, going 2-for-3 at the plate. Charlie 
Mussorici drove in three runs, while Sam Jones brought home a pair of runs. Smith and McGee, 
who was 2-for-3, were the only players with multiple hits. 

Brock Toney struck out five and gave up only one hit to pick up the win for the Blue Jays. 

Liberty 5, Ray-Pec 1 ​
A five-run third inning, highlighted by bunts, led the Blue Jays to a win over the Panthers on March 
28 at Liberty High School. Vanderbilt commit Karson Milbrandt put on a show for a bevy of scouts, 
striking out 12 and giving up two hits and no runs over six innings to pick up the win. 

McGee had two of Liberty’s five hits. Cook drove in a pair of runs in the third inning, while McGee, 
Hall and Dane Moberly had one RBI each. 

Liberty 9, Grain Valley 0 | Grain Valley 2, Liberty 0​
In a doubleheader on Saturday, March 26, the two state championship finalists from last year split a 
twinbill. The Blue Jays, the Class 6 champions, scored five runs in the second inning to set the tone 
in their victory. McGee had two hits and drove in two runs for the Blue Jays. Cook had a team-high 
three hits, while Bennett and Littrell had two hits each. Mussorici scored twice for Liberty. 

On the mound, Sundell fanned eight and gave up only three hits in seven innings. 

The Eagles scored two runs in second to pick up the win. Cook had a pair of hits and Addison Smith 
added a double. Bennett struck out six over four innings, giving up four hits and two runs. 

Metro Leadoff Classic​
Liberty 11, Kearney 1 

The final day of the tournament ended in a loss to the reigning Class 6 champions Blue Jays. Liberty 
scored at least one run in each of the five innings on the way to the victory. Reid Plum and Mussorici 
combined for a three-hitter for Liberty and each struck out three batters. Plum went four innings and 
got the win. The lone Kearney run came in the top of the fifth inning with Jack Helberg providing the 
RBI, scoring Landon Goepferich. 

Cook had three of Liberty’s nine RBIs, while Hall and Moberly drove in two runs each. Cook went 
3-for-3 at the plate with a double and a home run. Hall, Moberly and Palmer Holst with two hits 
each. 

Liberty 10, Park Hill 1​
Scoreless through four innings, the Blue Jays scored six runs in the fifth and four more in the fourth 
to pull away for a win on March 21 in the Leadoff Classic. Hall and Smith each drove in two runs for 
Liberty. Hall, Moberly, Aden Holst and Littrell had two hits each. 



Toney pitched a complete game, giving up four hits and striking out 12. 

Liberty 9, Grain Valley 2​
In another game on March 21, the Eagles beat Grain Valley in a showdown of 2021 state champion 
finalists. Liberty, the Class 6 champs, went up 2-0 in the third inning but broke the game open with 
six runs in the sixth inning. Aden Holst, Mussorici, McGee all drove in two runs for Liberty. The 
offense pounded out 13 hits, a combined five from the top two hitters in the lineup — Smith (3) and 
Aden Holst (2). Cook also had three hits. 

Bennett earned the win, striking out eight and giving up one hit over five innings. 

Liberty 10, Lee’s Summit North 0​
After being held scoreless in the first, the Blue Jays scored at least one run the next four innings to 
end the game early in the second game on March 19. Cook drove in a pair of runs, the only player 
with more than one RBI. Smith and Hall each had two hits for a Liberty attack that had nine hits. 

Sundell fanned three and gave up only two hits in the victory. 

Liberty 7, Rockhurst 0​
Milbrandt and Dylan Gormont combined on a 1-hitter against the Hawklets in the season opener on 
March 19 in Parkville. Milbrandt struck out 13 in six innings and gave up only one hit. Gormont 
finished it off by getting two outs. ​
​
The offense scored three runs in the second and fourth innings, but had only 3 RBIs due to errors, 
with Smith, McGee and Littrell collecting the RBIs. 

Littrell had three hits, while Moberly had two for the Blue Jays, which had seven total hits. 

Milbrandt earns 2022 Gatorade top Missouri player 

●​ By Liam Keating sports@mycouriertribune.com 

LIBERTY — One of the top players in the area received one of the best individual awards for any 
high school baseball player. Liberty’s Karson Milbrandt was named the Gatorade Missouri Baseball 



Player of the Year for his incredible season with the Blue Jays. 
 
The award has existed for the past 37 years and Milbrandt is the first-ever Liberty player to receive 
the honor. It was one of his goals entering the season was to claim the individual award, but 
Milbrandt shared that he forgot that the award existed until he was named the winner. 
“If you are playing a sport and you are taking it seriously, this is one of the better awards that you 
can get,” Milbrandt said. 
 
Milbrandt finished the season with an ERA of 1.66 which included 91 strikeouts. He also added 15 
RBIs while batting .400 at the plate. Being able to have these stats is incredible knowing how strong 
the competition was in the area of Liberty baseball. 
 
Milbrandt was constantly on the bump and at the plate against the toughest talent in the state. He 
was featured in games against Class 6 State Champion Liberty North and state runner-up Blue 
Springs South. He credits his development to playing these incredibly talented squads. 
“No matter what team that you play in our district, you are seeing top competition,” Milbrandt said. 
“It’s obviously great to compete against those guys.” 
 
The 6-foot-2-inch recent graduate of Liberty explained that one of his best memories was hoisting 
the state title in 2021. 
 
“I feel like all of us seniors can say that we left our mark on the program,” Milbrandt said. “Obviously 
with us winning state last year and we almost won the district championship, I think we all left our 
impact at Liberty.” 
 
As for the future, Milbrandt explained he is keeping his options open on his choice of joining an MLB 

organization or playing college baseball at Vanderbilt. But, the recent Liberty graduate explained 
that either choice would lead him to his eventual goal of playing in the majors. 

“You can’t go wrong either way; I haven’t made up my mind, yet,” Milbrandt said. “With Vanderbilt, 
the angle is the same, to go play pro baseball.” 
​
​
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	GAME 39: DISTRICTS - JAYS FALL 4-3 TO NORTH​Liberty falls 4-3 to North in the District finals.  Addison Smith 2 for 4, J.C. Cabuyaban 2 for 3, Aden Holst 2 for 3 and Karson Milbrandt went 2 for 3.  Karson Milbrandt once again was awesome on the mound throwing 6 IP striking out 12.  Jays finish the regular season 29-10 
	GAME 38: DISTRICTS - JAYS DEFEAT PARK HILL 12-0​Liberty defeats Park Hill 12-0 in District semi’s. Jays pounded out 14 hits capping off the 12 runs with a Kayden Cook bomb to center. Chase Littrell, Karson Milbrandt, Addison Smith, J.C. Cabuyaban & Dane Moberly each had 2 hits. Ben Sundell picks up the shortened win 2 K’s. Jays are now 29-9 
	GAME 37: DISTRICTS - JAYS DEFEAT NKC 7-1​Liberty defeats NKC 7-1 today in the first round of District action. Brock Toney 5 2/3rd's IP with 11 K's picked up the win. Chase Littrell 2 for 3 with 2 RBI's, J.C. Cabuyaban 2 for 3, Parker McGee drove in 2 runs. Aden Holst double RBI. Jays move to 28-9 on the season.  Next up Park Hill in the semi-finals. ​ 
	GAME 36: 4-0 WIN OVER BLUE VALLEY SOUTHWEST​Liberty defeats BVSW 4-0 today to finish 27-9 on the regular season. Ben Sundell & Reid Plum combined on the 5 hit shutout. Nathan Hall went 2 for 3, Addison Smith 2 for 4 with a triple, unreal Defense at SS. Jays play NKC Mon 5/16, 4pm @ Creekside 1st round of districts. 
	GAME 35: WIN 12-7 OVER LSN​Jays defeat LSN 12-7. J.C. Cabuyaban went 2 for 4 with a double, HR 2 RBI’s, Palmer Holst 2 run HR, Parker McGee 2 doubles 3 RBI’s, Nathan Hall 3 for 3, Kayden Cook 2 for 4, 2 RBI’s. Karson Milbrandt picked up the Win 7 K’s. Liberty is now 26-9 on the season.​​​ 
	GAME 33-34 VS. JEFFERSON CITY @ VIVION PARK​GM1 Liberty defeats Jeff City 7-0 in GM1 today. Kai Bennett was strong throwing 5 IP, 4 K’s allowing 3 hits. Dylan Gormont picks up the save 4 K’s. Dane Moberly 3 for 4 with 2 RBI’s, JC Cabuyaban 2 for 3 with a double. Parker McGee 2 RBI’s. Jays are now 24-9 on the season. 
	GAME 32: LIBERTY FALLS 4-3 TO NORTH​Addison smith went 1 for 1 with 3 BB and a double.  Ben Sundell went 5 2/3rd with 6 strikeouts. Jays are now 23-9 
	 
	COLLEGE BOUND BLUE JAYS 2022 - *Palmer will sign in the summer making it all 9 seniors ​​GAME 31: LIBERTY WINS 3-0 OVER BLUE SPRINGS SOUTH​Liberty defeats Blue Springs South 3-0…Karson Milbrandt pounded the strike zone today striking out 14 walking 0, 2 hits allowed picking up the dub. Aden Holst came back from a long injury 2 RBI’s. J.C. Cabuyaban went 2 for 2. Jays are now 23-8 face North Wed. 1pm @ Creekside. 
	GAME 30: LIBERTY FALLS 10-1 TO ROCKBRIDGE​GM 2 saw the Jays playing a solid Columbia Rockbridge team. It has been a tenacious week, Jays fall 10-1. Palmer Holst went 2 for 4, Soph Tim Teixeira 4 K’s on the bump and Soph Tanner Warner 2 IP 0 R. Liberty is 22-8 and faces Blue Springs South Monday. 
	GAME 29: LIBERTY DEFEATS NIXA 10-8​GM1 today Liberty rallies in the 6th inn for 3 runs to beat Nixa 10-8. Karson Milbrandt did most of the damage going 3 for 3, 3 runs scored with 3 RBI’s & a double. Kai Bennett picks up the win in 2 1/3rd innings relief. Liberty moves to 22-7. 
	GAME 28: LIBERTY DEFEATS LEE'S SUMMIT WEST 5-4​Liberty defeats LSW 5-4 on Senior Day. Brock Toney gets the win pitching 5 1/3rd IP 8 K’s, Addison Smith picks up the save. Chase Littrell 2 for 3 with a double, J.C. Cabuyaban 2 for 2 with a double. Jays are 21-7 face 24-1 Nixa & 24-4 Col. Rockbridge in Columbia tomorrow.​​ 
	GAME 27: LIBERTY DEFEATS BLUE SPRINGS 7-3​Jays defeat Blue Springs 7-3, Karson Milbrandt led the way 3 for 4, Chase Littrell 2 for 3, Parker McGee 2 for 4 with a double. Ben Sundell dominated on the bump CG 9 K’s 0 BB scattering 4 hits. Liberty is 20-7 next up Fri at home vs LSW SENIOR NIGHT 5pm. 
	GAME 26: LIBERTY DEFEATS PARK HILL 8-5​Liberty defeats Park Hill 8-5 today. Palmer Holst went 3 for 4, 2 RBI’s…Addison Smith 2 for 3, Karson Milbrandt 1 for 2, 2 RBI’s…Chase Littrell 2 RBI’s. Milbrandt picks up the win 8 K’s 0 R, 5 IP allowing 1 hit. Dylan Gormont picks up the SV. Jays are now 19-7 
	GAME 24-25: LIBERTY LOSES 4-3 EDWARDSVILLE, IL / WIN 5-0 REPUBLIC​Springfield results from the weekend GM1 Jays fall 4-3 to #1 Edwardsville HS in Illinois on Friday night. Karson Milbrandt 1-1 triple 2 BB. Reid Plum pitched 5 1/3 solid innings in relief allowing 1 run striking out 2. Another tough 1 run loss Jays are now 17-7 
	GAME 23: LIBERTY FALLS 1-0 TO RAY-PEC​Offense did not show up today as Chase Littrell provided the only production with 2 hits.  Ben Sundell was solid on the mound throwing a complete game striking out 9 allowing only 1 run.  Liberty is now 17-6 
	GAME 22: LIBERTY FALLS 2-1 TO LIBERTY NORTH​Liberty falls to Liberty North 2-1 today. Addison Smith went 3 for 3 with a double. Karson Milbrandt 10 K's 0 BB. Next up @ Ray-Pec on Wednesday 4pm. Jays are now 17-5 
	GAME 21: LIBERTY DEFEATS WASHBURN RURAL, KS 9-4​Liberty caps off 7 games in 6 days with a 9-4 victory over Washburn Rural. Chase Littrell went 2 for 3, 2 RBI’s…Palmer Holst drives in 2 runs. Brock Toney picks up the Win 7 K’s, Simon Linde the save 2 IP 5 K’s. Jays are now 17-4 next up @ Liberty North Monday 5pm. Go Blue! 
	GAME 20: LIBERTY DEFEATS OLATHE WEST 11-1​EPIC Jays win last night defeating #2 ranked Olathe West & OU commit Kasey Crawford 11-1. Jays system baseball plated 9 runs in the first 2 innings. Palmer Holst 3 for 3, 3 RBI’s, Nathan Hall triple 3 RBI’s, Parker McGee 2 for 3. Ben Sundell the Win 4 K’s. Liberty is now 16-4 
	GAME 19: LIBERTY FALLS 3-2 TO SHAWNEE MISSION WEST​Game 1 yesterday out at KU faced a good Shawnee Mission West team and lost 3-2. Chase Littrell smoked the ball 4 for 4 with a triple, Addison Smith stays hot 3 for 3. Kai Bennett pitch really well 8 K’s 2 ER. Jays fall to 15-4 face #2 in Kansas 5A Olathe West at 8:15pm 
	GAME 18: LIBERTY DEFEATS HAYDEN HS, KS 17-4​Liberty defeats Hayden HS from Topeka 17-4. Pounding out 17 hits. It was the Addison Smith show today! Add hits for the CYCLE going 4 for 5, 2 RBI’s, Parker McGee 3 for 5, 4 RBI’s, Dane Moberly went 3 for 4. Dylan Gormont picks up the Win 3 K’s. Jays are now 15-3 
	​ 
	GAME 17: LIBERTY DEFEATS EXCELSIOR SPRINGS 7-2​Jays defeat Ex. Springs 7-2 today. Parker McGee 1 for 2, 2 BB, 2 SB’s, Chase Littrell 3 SB’s. Brock Toney picks up the win in relief, 4 IP 4 K’s, 0 Hits. Liberty moves to 14-3 on the season and will play Hayden HS from Topeka tomorrow morning 11:15am @ Lawrence HS.​ 
	GAME 16: LIBERTY DEFEATS WILLIAM CHRISMAN 11-1​Jays defeat William Chrisman 11-1 it was a slugfest for the Jays. Addison Smith 2 for 3 with HR, Palmer Holst 2 for 3 HR 2 RBI’s, Sam Jones HR, Kayden Cook 2 for 4, 2 RBI’s, Brock Toney 2 RBI’s. Simon Linde 4 IP 3 K’s 1 H allowed picking up the Win on the bump. Liberty is 13-3 
	GAME 15: LIBERTY DEFEATS KEARNEY 10-2​Liberty moves to 12-3 overall with a 10-2 victory over Kearney. Karson Milbrandt went 2 for 4 with 3 RBI’s, Kayden Cook & Nathan Hall each went 2 for 3. Ben Sundell, Kai Bennett & Reid Plum combined on the 4 hit 8 K performance. 
	GAME 14: LIBERTY DEFEATS BLUE SPRINGS SOUTH 13-9​Jays defeat Blue Springs South 13-9 on another windy day. Parker McGee went 3 for 4, Dane Moberly 2 for 3, Palmer Holst 2 for 4 double 3 RBI’s, Nathan Hall & JC Cabuyaban 2 hits a piece. Karson Milbrandt picks up the win 7 K’s & Kai Bennett the save. Liberty is 11-3 
	GAME 13: LIBERTY FALLS TO LSW 15-9​Jays fall in the road to Lee’s Summit West 15-9. Crazy game Palmer Holst 2-4, Jeremiah Cabuyaban 3 RBI’s, Kayden Cook 2-3 a homer 3 RBI’s and Dane Moberly drove in 3 runs. Liberty is 10-3 
	GAME 11 AND 12: LIBERTY FALLS TO BLUE SPRINGS 4-3 / DEFEAT PHS 5-3​GM1: Liberty falls 4-3 to Blue Springs  in game 1.  Parker McGee went 2 for 4 with a double, Palmer Holst went 2 for 3 and Addison Smith added a double. Kai Bennett threw 4 scoreless innings of relief with 3 K's and allowing only 1 hit. Liberty is now 9-2. 
	GAME 10: LIBERTY DEFEATS PARK HILL 8-4​Liberty defeats Park Hill 8-4 today. Chase Littrell absolutely smoked a  to right in 4th inning, Palmer Holst homers as well to center in the 6th. Holst went 2 for 3. Ben Sundell picks up the Win striking out 8, Dylan Gormont the save 3 K’s out of the pen. Jays are now 9-1. 
	GAME 9: LIBERTY DEFEATS LSN 13-0​Liberty defeats Lee’s Summit North 13-0 today. Addison Smith smoked a grand slam homer in the 4th inning to put away the Broncos. Smith was 2 for 3 HR & 6 RBI’s. Parker McGee went 2 for 3. Brock Toney picks up the Win 5 K’s. Jays are 8-1. 
	GAME 8: LIBERTY DEFEATS RAY-PEC 5-1​Liberty defeats Ray-Pec 5-1 today. Karson Milbrandt retired the first 10 batters on his way to 12 K’s, 0 R giving up 2 hits for the Win. Parker McGee went 3 for 4 with 2 SB’s. Kayden Cook drove in 2 runs. Jays are now 7-1 & face LSN tomorrow at LHS 4pm. 
	GAME 6 AND 7: LIBERTY DEFEATS GRAIN VALLEY 9-0 / FALL TO GV 2-0​Jays split with Grain Valley today 9-0 and 0-2. GM1 was all Ben Sundell the Senior lefty threw a CG shutout 7IP 8 K’s 2 BB scattering 3 hits. Kayden Cook whipped up 3 hits. Kai Bennett, Parker McGee & Chase Littrell 2 hits a piece. 
	GAME 5 WIN 11-1 OVER KEARNEY​Liberty defeats Kearney 11-1. Bats were red hot pounding out 12 hits. Kayden Cook went 3 for 4, double & a game ending 3 run homer! Palmer Holst was 2 for 3, Nathan Hall 2 for 4, double 2 RBI’s. Reid Plum picked up the Win 4 IP, 3 K’s 0 runs. Jays are 5-0 on the season. 
	GAME 4 WIN 10-1 OVER PARK HILL​GM2 Liberty defeats Park Hill 10-1. Brock Toney finally took the mound and struck out 12 in 5 IP picking up the Win walking only 1. Aden Holst remained hot going 2 for 4 with a double, 2 Runs scored, Nathan Hall drove in 2 runs as well. Blue Jays are 4-0 on the season. 
	GAME 3 WIN 9-2 OVER GRAIN VALLEY​Liberty defeats Grain Valley 9-2 this morning. Addison Smith went 3 for 4, Aden Holst 2 for 3 with 2 RBI's, Kayden Cook 3 for 3 with 2 doubles. Kai Bennett was dominant on the mound 5 IP, 8 K's picking up the W, Dylan Gormont closed it down with 2 K's. Liberty is now 3-0. 
	GAME 2 WIN 10-0 OVER LSN​Liberty defeats LSN in GM2 10-0. Addison Smith 2-4, Charlie Mussorici drove in 3 runs. Ben Sundell complete game shutout striking out 4. Jays pitching did not allow a runner to 3rd base in 12 innings today and only gave up 3 hits. Liberty moves to 2-0. 
	GAME 1 WIN 7-0 OVER ROCKHURST​Liberty defeats Rockhurst 7-0 in GM1 today. Chase Littrell went 3-3 with 2 RBI’s, Dane Moberly & Palmer Holst each had 2 hits. Karson Milbrandt picks up the Win, 6 strong innings striking out 13 walking 0. Jays move to 1-0 on the season. 
	​Experience important for Liberty this year 
	 
	​​​​​​​Vandy commit Karson Milbrandt has emerged as likely MLB Draft pick​​Last year, along with the state championship, coach Bragg’s Bluejays finished with 32 wins—​a program record. “It was one of the most difficult seasons, but also at the same time it was very ​rewarding how tough it was to get there,” says Bragg. “We played everyone. We played Kansas’ ​top schools. We played the top teams in Missouri. ​​It was a grueling schedule. We faced a lot of adversity. We were playing such good baseball by ​the end. It wasn’t a lot of coaching. It was just a team that worked. Every inning, every situation, ​they just knew how to adapt to it. The next thing you know we just kept rolling.”​​For the 2022 season, the emphasis for the Bluejays is to find an offense that can stay with their ​pitching, which is the strength of the team. “When you look at pitching and defense, we knew ​that with our arms coming back, we have had a lot of guys that have spent time 


