Thunder Bay Soccer Association

U-6 Division


Under-6 Division:  will comply with the US Youth Soccer birth year chart for current season.
LAW I - The Field:

A.  Dimensions:  The field of play shall be rectangular, its length being 30 yards and its width being 20 yards.  East Campus Soccer Fields #1, #2, #3.
B.  Markings:
1.   Distinctive lines not more than five (5) inches wide.
2. A halfway line shall be marked out across the field.
3. A center circle with a three (3) yard radius.
4. Goal area:  None. 

C.  Goals:  3 feet high and 4 feet wide.

LAW II - The Ball:

Size three (3).
LAW III - The Players and Substitutions:

A.  Maximum number of players on the field at any one time:  four (4).  No goal keepers.
B.  Maximum number of players on the roster shall not exceed ten (10).

C.  Teams will play with an equal number if one team is short players.  There must be a minimum of four (4) players available for each team to play the game.  Less than four (4) constitutes a forfeit by the team missing the players.

D.  Playing Time:  Each player SHALL play a minimum of 50% of the total playing time.

E.  Teams and games may be coed.

F.  Substitution:
1.   After an injury, by either team.
2. After each quarter/half (recommended to ensure all players are playing 50% of the game).
3. Substitutions for this age group may take place on-the-fly without a stoppage of play if the need arises.

LAW IV – Player’s Equipment: 

A.  Footwear:  Tennis shoes or soft soccer specific cleats.  (Laces must be tied and not interfere with player)
B.  Shin-guards:  Mandatory.

C.  Socks:  to be worn over and completely cover the shin-guards.

D.  Jersey:  must be visible and worn over any sweatshirt or jacket.  Hoods must be tucked in under jersey, and player advised they should refrain from wearing hoods again

E.  Misc:  Players must NOT use equipment or wear anything which is dangerous to him/herself or another player.  Players MUST remove all watches, necklaces, bracelets (including rubber “Live Strong” type, crocheted, and water park type wrist bands), metal or hard plastic hair pins, barrettes, clips, etc (soft hairpieces such as cloth headbands are allowed), and earrings (including those just pierced even though the player was told that they “can’t” be removed yet).  These items MUST all be removed, or the player will NOT be allowed to play.  Medical Bracelets may be worn but must be taped in place.
F.  No brimmed hats of any kind ie. Baseball style

G.  Only prescription glasses may be worn.
LAW V - The Officials:

A.  Coach or Assistant.  Can be on the field during play for instruction and direction.
B.  All Rules infractions shall be briefly explained to the offending player.

LAW VI - Linesman/ Timer:

A.  There shall be no linesman.

B.  Timer will be a volunteer agreed upon by the coaches.

LAW VII - Duration of Game:

A.  The game shall be divided into four (4) equal eight (8) minute quarters.
B.  There shall be a two-minute break between each quarter. 
LAW VIII - The Start of Play:

Conform to USSF with the following exceptions:

A.  Opponents must be three (3) yards from the center mark while kick-off is in progress.

LAW IX - Ball In and Out of Play:

Conform to USSF.  (Whole ball needs to completely cross the line.  If ball is kicked in and never makes it onto play of field a re-kick is issued.)

LAW X - Scoring:

Conform to USSF.

LAW XI - Offsides:

There shall be no offsides, but coaches are encouraged to correct players who are in an offside position.

LAW XII - Fouls and Misconducts:

A.  All fouls and misconducts will result in an INDIRECT FREE KICK with the opponents three (3) yards away.

B.  The referee/coach must explain ALL infractions to the offending player.

C.  A player who commits an intentional act in attempt to harm another player should be removed from the game and counseled by the coach to the proper techniques of soccer, prior to player returning to game. (Have a cool down period if necessary).  If a USSF referee is being used this would be consistent with the TBSA Misconduct (yellow card) rule.

D.  A Player who intentionally harms, or repeatable attempts to harm another player should be removed from the field area including the parent side until the issue can be addressed with the Division Director or the TBSA Board of Directors.  If a USSF referee is being used this would be consistent with the TBSA Misconduct (Red Card) rule.
LAW XIII - Free Kicks:

Conform to USSF with the following exceptions:

A.  Shall be classified under one heading - INDIRECT.

B.  A goal may not be scored from an indirect kick until the ball has been played or touched by a second player of either team.

C.  No kicks shall be taken by the attacking team within the defending team’s goal box.
LAW XIV - Penalty Kicks:

No penalty kicks are to be taken during these games.

LAW XV – Throw-ins:
None.  Should be replaced with a kick-in.
LAW XVI - Goal Kicks:

Conform to USSF with the following exceptions:

A.  Opponents must be three (3) yards away from the ball.

LAW XVII - Corner Kicks:
Conform to USSF with the following exceptions:

A. Opponents must be three (3) yards away from the ball.

LAW XVIII - Heading:

Conform to USSF.
Heading techniques shall not be taught or encouraged at this age level and is not allowed during games or practices. 

A. When a player heads the ball in a game (intentional or unintentional), an indirect free kick (IFK) should be awarded to the opposing team from the spot of the offense. If the header occurs within the goal area, the indirect free kick should be taken on the goal area line parallel to the goal line at the point nearest to where the infringement occurred.
LAW XIX - Playing of Games:
A.  Teams must have a designated adult coach prior to the start of the game, or the game will be forfeited.  Ten (10) minutes will be allowed for the late arrival of a coach or designated coach or minimum number of team players before a forfeit is declared.

B.  Players should sit together on designated benches with parents behind or to the side. Each Team should take one side of the field.  
C.  Inclement weather.  Games are always assumed to be played and teams should show up for all of their scheduled games.  The decision to play or not will be made by TBSA, not the coaches.  TBSA will notify coaches as soon as possible if games are being cancelled.  If games are cancelled or need to be rescheduled, coaches must first discuss this with their Division Director.

D.  Coaches at the U-6 level can be on the field of play during the playing of a game to give direction to one’s own team on points of strategy and position.  There shall be no more than one (1) adult per team on the field at one time.  Coaches call the game, and can use a whistle at their discretion.
E.  Re-scheduling Games:  Games cancelled due to inclement weather or poor field conditions may be rescheduled by contacting your Division Director.  Games may not be rescheduled for the convenience of the coaches or players.  When coaches are unable to attend a scheduled game, they are encouraged to have an assistant coach attend or arrange for another responsible adult to substitute for them.

F.  Players/coaches are to shake hands with opposing teams and referees after each game.  Any unsportsmanlike behavior will not be tolerated, and an applicable punishment will be administered per TBSA’s Board of Directors discretion. 

Law XX – TBSA Policies:

All TBSA Members must review and adhere to the proper Code of Conduct pages
LAW XXI - TBSA:
The following are NOT allowed at TBSA sponsored events or on TBSA properties:

A.  No smoking / tobacco usage including “E-Cig” type
B.  No alcoholic beverages

C.  No illegal substances

D.  No disorderly conduct

E.  No dogs or pets

F.  No Foul Language of any kind

G.  Any negative behavior towards any player, coach or spectator
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