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A word from League Director Lenny Checheris 
By Lenny Checheris 10/01/2021, 3:30pm CDT 
As we enter the off-season of Diamond Sports, I wanted to take a moment and thank each one of our volunteers. We hosted 4 Tournaments this year, including one State Tournament. We could not have done it without all the volunteers! THANK YOU TO ALL WHO VOLUNTEERED!
Additionally, a heartfelt thank you to all the coaches, assistant coaches, and team managers! There would be no Diamond Sports if it were not for the dedicated and amazing coaching staff and team managers! Throughout the season, coaches scheduled their practices and games, many times leaving work early to get their line-ups made, and get their teams warmed up for a 6:00pm game.  Coaching is a bigger commitment than most people know.  Our coaches do it for the love of the game.
Finally, a huge thank you to our Diamond Sports Board of Directors. They have given countless hours to the Diamond Sports Community. It takes a great deal of effort to make the season happen for our kids and they did a tremendous job. The Board navigated through a difficult 2020, and was still able to manage a safe environment for the kids so they could have an abbreviated season.  Then, in 2021 Diamond Sports came back strong! Baseball had an increase in participation from the 2019 season, and Softball had a record turn-out with over 150 participants!
In closing, we wish our athletes a restful off-season and look forward to an exciting 2022 Diamond Sports season.
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Increase in Volunteer Check Fee for 2022 
By CAA Diamond Sports 10/01/2021, 3:15pm CDT 
Volunteers are the lifeline of Chanhassen Diamond Sports! Without volunteers, CAA Baseball/Softball could simply not exist. In the past few years, we have struggled as an organization to get the volunteers we need to run a successful organization. Unfortunately, many of our posted volunteer hours this year went unfilled leaving us to manage some difficult situations.  As such, effective for the 2022 season, the Board has voted to increase the volunteer check requirement in the hopes of prompting more families to put in the required 8 volunteer hours.
Each family will be required to provide a $400 volunteer check before they will receive a uniform and participate in the 2022 baseball/softball season. All checks will be held and shredded at the end of season if the 8 required hours have been completed.  If you have not fulfilled your required hours, your check will be cashed no later than 10/1/2022.
We truly need the support of the community to make the CAA Diamond Sports program the best it can be.  Honestly, we don’t want to cash the volunteer checks…really!  We would much rather you gave your time to CAA Diamond Sports in whatever way you can, whether as a coach or manager, a key coordinator or board position (see next articles), volunteer hours posted on DIBS, or the other various options we provide, including committees.
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Annual Board Meeting 
By CAA Diamond Sports 10/01/2021, 3:00pm CDT 
Our Annual CAA Diamond Sports Board Meeting is scheduled for Sunday October 10th at 6:30pm at the Victoria Burrows.  All Diamond Sports (baseball & softball) parents are welcome to attend!  Voting for open board positions will take place that evening (positions listed below).
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Open Board Posistions 
By CAA Diamond Sports 10/01/2021, 2:45pm CDT 
CAA Diamond Sports needs YOU to help shape the direction of baseball and softball for the future. We are looking for enthusiastic volunteers who can bring new ideas and their unique backgrounds and perspectives to the CAA Diamond Sports organization.
The below positions are up for election at the Annual Board Meeting in October:
League Director Baseball & Softball (2 year term)
Treasurer (2 year term)
VP of Baseball (2 year term)
Player Agent, 12+ (2 year term) 
Director of Baseball, 5-8 (2 year term)
Director Tournament/Metro Baseball, 9-11 (2 year term)
Director of Metro Baseball, 12+ (1 or 3 year term)
Director of Baseball Hosted Tournaments (1 or 3 year term)
Director of Volunteers (2 year term)
Director of Softball Tournaments (2 year term)
You don’t need an extensive background in baseball/softball to be an important contributor to our association. Time commitments vary depending on the position and the time of year.  Monthly meetings are held on the second Sunday of every month.  For more specific information on the open positions as well as the current make-up of the board, see the links listed below.
https://www.chanathleticassociation.com/baseball-leadership
https://www.chanathleticassociation.com/softball-leadership
Our association has been a success over the years because of the heart of our parent volunteers. Please lend your voice and join us!
If you are interested in any of the above open positions or would like to know how you can help out in other ways, please contact current League Director Lenny Checheris (lchecheris@gmail.com) or email caadiamondsports@gmail.com before Oct 6th.
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Key Coordinators Needed 
By CAA Diamond Sports 10/01/2021, 2:30pm CDT 
In addition to the Board Positions that are open, we are also in need of volunteers to fill many key coordinator positions.  These positions work closely with the board members, but do not need to attend board meetings.  All of these positions will meet the volunteer hour requirement. 
Baseball Player/Coach Development Coordinator - Develops programs for the training and development of coaches and players.  Works with skilled resources on program content.
Concessions Coordinator - Will be responsible for purchase and set-up of concessions during tournaments and other events as determined.
Softball Coordinator K/1/2 - Coordinate the K/1/2 program which includes setting up teams and game schedules.
Softball Player Development Coordinator - Sets up off-season and in-season clinics and instructional sessions.  Lines up instructors. Coordinates facility or field time for training.  
Softball Umpire/field coordinator - Position coordinates the Umps provided by MN Elite Umpires for home games.  Work with Field Scheduler and Field prep coordinator to ensure coverage of chalking for games.
Softball Uniform Coordinator - Position will select and purchase full uniforms based on age level. Uniforms will be purchased from an approved vendor. Responsible for distribution of uniforms to teams and supplying additional uniforms as necessary. Reports to VP Softball.
Website and/or Social Media Coordinator – Work with the Director of Communications to manage updates to the website and possibly expand our Social Media presence.
Umpire in Charge/Field Prep Coordinator (paid position) - Coordinates the training and scheduling of umpires for the in-house and community baseball programs.  Ensure fields are ready for play during season, hire field chalkers, and supply all storage boxes with equipment to maintain fields (chalk, field dry, rakes, chalk machines, string lines). Coordinates with directors of baseball and softball. 
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Baseball Update 
By CAA Baseball 10/01/2021, 2:15pm CDT 
As the fall baseball season winds down, we want to thank all of the players, coaches, and families for their participation in CAA baseball.  The last two years have provided a challenging course to navigate through with the pandemic shortening one season and changing how we operated in another.  It was through the support and understanding of everybody that we were able to provide an outlet for our athletes and continue to grow participation during this time.
Focus now shifts toward the off-season and continued development of our players/coaches.  We have again reserved time at the ECCS Athletic Dome starting in January.  We will look to utilize this time with our recently rostered metro/tournament teams as well as providing opportunities for development of all our athletes.  Last season, we partnered with Edlefsen Baseball to provide coach’s clinics.  These clinics were well received, and we look forward to providing coaching instruction again for next season.
Registrations for our coach pitch, machine pitch, 9-year-old in-house, and the Southwest Metro programs will open in early 2022.  These programs cover athletes aged 5-18.  Keep an eye on your email and the website for more details as registration approaches.  Please spread the word to new members of our community or families with players qualifying for these programs.
CAA baseball is always looking for opportunities to expand our program offerings and improve our current programs.  If you have ideas for additional programs or events, or suggestions on ways to improve current programs, we encourage you to reach out to Board members to discuss.
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Softball Update 
By CAA Softball 10/01/2021, 2:00pm CDT 
Well that’s a wrap!  The 2021 softball season is officially in the books.  But, technically speaking, the 2022 season has just started!  MN Softball asks that players ‘age up’ to the next age group in the fall to 1) Get used to any new rules, like a bigger ball in 12U compared to 10U, 2) New players to softball get a chance to play in a low-key environment without the ‘normal pressures’ of tournament play, 3) New Players, new parents and new coaches get to experience softball from their perspectives to see if they like it, etc.  So this is not the end, but just the beginning of a fun new season!
Look for development opportunities to be offered by CAA in the coming months.  In the past we have held pitching and catching clinics with local varsity and alumni softball players as instructors and we hope to do this again.  As recently as April, we have been partnering with Mission Fastpitch in Eden Prairie to host pitching, catching and hitting clinics at their indoor facility using their own trainers, typically former college players and coaches.  Look for more of these opportunities on the website as well.
Thank you to everyone this year who volunteered, coached, ran kids to practices, games, clinics, etc!  There are many ways to get involved and CAA Softball would not be possible without volunteers – so if you have time you’d like to devote to this organization for the development of our softball players, please contact a board member about the open positions.

Sponsorship Update
We want to take this opportunity to thank our 2021 sponsors.  With their support, we are able to keep costs low and invest in new programs, scholarships, and equipment for our youth athletes. Please support these local businesses and thank them for their ongoing support.  If you know of any local business that would like to become involved in sponsorship opportunities, please reach out to our Marketing Director Pete Linder (Email soupboy@sbcglobal.net).



A HUGE THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!!!
[image: Logo

Description automatically generated]
[image: Logo

Description automatically generated]
[image: Logo

Description automatically generated]

[image: A red label with white text

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]
[image: Icon

Description automatically generated]

image3.jpeg




image4.jpeg




image5.jpeg
Vs




image6.jpeg




image7.jpeg




image8.png
\\CTORIA

&
BURROW




image9.png




image10.png




image11.jpeg




image12.png
GEAR. PASSION. SPORTS.




image1.jpeg




image2.png
OO
REAISTOITS
YOUCGNES

TOURTIE





