Four secrets to know about club volleyball

By B] Le Roy
Badger Region Education Chair

Secret No. 1—Club Directors Protect You!

Every club director is well aware that you
want to play with better players. The issue
for us (and you) is that if we grant you your
wish, it will affect your playing time on the
weekend. That is going to be a different
conversation with the club director. Direc-
tors and coaches try to “gap” players when
forming teams. We try not to pair players
who are a lot better, and we don’t want
players who are not good enough. Of course,
parents have a different view on this subject.
My suggestion is to defer to the judgement
of the coach/club director. This is what they
do best!

Secret No. 2: Junior Volleyball is
Set Up for Your Team to Lose!

Betcha didn't see this one coming. Many
parents think they can buy their way on to a

good team and that the team will win most
of their matches. Not true. Think about it: If
you are on a good team, who do you think
you are going to play against? Answer: Other
good teams! Which means you are not going
to win every match. And, even if you DO
win the next round/bracket, who are you go-
ing to play next? Answer: Even better teams!
I get e-mails, texts and phone calls every
February and March about this very issue.
Playing against better teams is what it is all
about. Win or lose, learn from your mistakes
and move on!

Secret No. 3: Don’t Worry About Playing
for Your High School Coach’s Club

Many high school coaches will “suggest”
that you play for a certain club to guide
you into the “proper” instruction and club
program. Sound familiar? Why do you think
so many clubs have the high school coaches
on their payroll? The reality is a high school
coach does not care what club you choose.
If you are good, they are going to play you

during the high school season. It is absurd

to assume otherwise. High school coaches
don’t wake up and think of ways of making
their team worse. They are in it to win. If you
are part of the winning equation, you will get
your shot.

Secret No. 4: Be Careful of Clubs that Play
Up the “College Scholarship” Angle!

Are you playing volleyball with the hopes
of getting an athletic scholarship? You
shouldn’t. According to the NCAA only 2.3
percent of high school girls actually get an
athletic scholarship — another 1.6 percent go
to D3 schools which offer no athletic aid.

The reason you play volleyball is the girls
on your club team are the girls you want
your daughter to be around 2-4 times a week.
If you are one of the fortunate ones that
actually gets to play at the next level, then I
would tell you the same thing: Use the sport
of volleyball to get into a school (and get an
education!) that you would not normally get
into.



