Why are ALL travel players required to also play rec in GBL?
· The rec program is the cornerstone of GBL.  Our goal as a league is to produce the BEST REC PROGRAM that we can given our resources.
· Rec supports ~ 600 players/season.  
· Travel supports~120 players/season.
· The GBL Board believes and has affirmed repeatedly that the model of having ALL players play in rec best serves the needs of the most players and the league as a whole.  Removing travel players from rec(either making it optional or completely separating the two) would diminish the rec level of competition, the ability to fill rec league with adequate number of players, the social gbl community, and the available rec coaching resources.
· Maintaining a HIGH QUALITY REC LEAGUE is beneficial to those players who are late developing and do not make travel team in their earlier years.  We want to keep the competitive basketball door open for as long as possible for as many kids as we can.
· GBL recognizes that the requirement to play rec is NOT best for every single GBL participant, but firmly believes that the requirement IS best for the league as a whole. 
· The rec experience for the travel player is something that depends on the approach of the league, the coaches, the parents and the players.  This area is one that we need to focus on.  We have seen examples of superb rec experiences involving travel players and we have seen examples of awful rec experiences involving travel players.
· Travel program is for players seeking MORE basketball and more competitive basketball.  The travel program is entirely optional as is Middle School basketball.  
· This requirement is not onerus-kids are playing basketball with their peers and the rec season is comprised of ~10 games and ~ 10 practices at the most.
· Consequences for missing rec-if a player misses 3 rec games-they will NOT be eligible to play in the ONE travel game(the NEXT game).  If they miss a 4th game, or if they are regularly not attending rec practices-the travel coach selection committee will determine further actions. 
This policy has challenges for league-it is MORE WORK:
· Complicates gym access-more work for Board in season planning and ongoing scheduling with school closures and need to move practices around.
· Reduces travel team options for additional practices AND league options beyond csbl for travel teams
· Requires Board monitoring of compliance AND broad efforts(coaches, players and parents) to optimize experience.




Resources
· Experience of GBL board members including discussions with former players as they exit system and enter high school
· Aspen Institute Project play ‘Sport for ALL, Play for Life’ report-includes REVITALIZE IN-TOWN LEAGUES as one of its 8 pillars of improving youth sports experience.
[bookmark: _GoBack]CASE STUDY from Marty Kellaher
· X will be a Junior at GHS next year.  X played GBL from the early grades and never made his Travel Team until the ~7th Grade.  You could tell he loved hoops and was happy playing Rec but never gave up on his hope to one day make the travel team.  X played Freshmen and JV (and dressed for some Varsity games) Basketball his 1st 2  years at GHS.  X is a big kid (for Guilford standards) and has worked his tail off.  I don’t think X will ever make All-SCC but if he keeps working he could contribute on Varsity.  I feel if X  was cut from Travel Teams and never played REC he would not be playing at GHS.  I also think if he just played Rec and the Travel Players were not participating he would have lost his “basketball connection” to the Travel Group he worked so hard to join.

