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USA Disabled Hockey: 

 

USA Hockey Warrior Classic, presented by Terry Fator 

The fourth annual USA Hockey Warrior Hockey Classic, presented by Terry Fator, will 

take place October 3-6 in Las Vegas. Games will be played at City National Arena, the 

practice facility of the NHL’s Vegas Golden Knights, as well as The Las Vegas Ice 

Center. 

Warrior hockey is dedicated to injured and disabled U.S. Military Veterans who have 

served our country and play the sport of ice hockey. The tournament annually brings 

together teams from across the country to compete in one of USA Hockey’s fastest 

growing disabled disciplines. 

This year’s event is expected to consist of 16 teams, doubling the record eight-team field 

from last year’s event, with upper and lower divisions. A year ago, the Buffalo Sabres 

Warriors won the Division A title by defeating the Dallas Warriors Upper, 7-3, while the 

Chicago Blackhawks Warriors came from behind to earn the Division B title with a 7-6 

victory over the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

USA Hockey Special Hockey Classic 

The second annual USA Hockey Special Hockey Classic will be held November 8-10 at 

the Ice Vault Arena in Wayne, N.J. 

The special hockey discipline is intended to give people with a wide range of physical 

and developmental disabilities the chance to play the sport of ice hockey in an 

environment that is adapted to the level of ability. 

The event will include 16 teams on a first come, first serve basis. Last year's inaugural 

event saw 10 teams take the ice at the UPMC Lemieux Sports Complex just outside of 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

USA Hockey Sled Classic, presented by the NHL 

The NHL’s St. Louis Blues will play host to the 10th annual USA Hockey Sled Classic, 

presented by the NHL. The four-day event will be held from Nov. 21-24 at the St. Louis 

Community Ice Center, which will serve as the official practice facility of the St. Louis 

Blues starting this September. 

https://www.usahockey.com/warriorhockey
https://www.usahockey.com/specialhockey


First staged in 2010, the Classic features sled hockey teams associated with certain NHL 

clubs. The inaugural tournament featured four teams and 46 players and has since grown 

to 30 teams and over 350 skaters. 

This past February, the NHL’s Chicago Blackhawks hosted the 9th edition of the event 

that featured a record 30 teams associated with a record-tying 20 NHL clubs. In total, a 

record 362 skaters took part, including 37 current members of the U.S. National Sled 

Hockey team, the U.S. Men’s Development Sled Hockey team and the U.S. Women’s 

Development Sled Hockey team. 

 

Minnesota Disabled Hockey: 

 

Minnesota Warriors:   

• The Warriors continued to skate practices all Summer and launched a campaign to 

create an all-women’s team. So far 6 Women have joined. 

 

• We are placing two teams in the AHA, one at D1 and one at C2. 

 

• We are sending one team to the Warrior Classic sponsored by Terry Fator.  

 

• Our Warrior Showcase will be November 9th at Doug Woog arena, times to be 

determined. 

 

• The Duluth Warriors have been integrated back into MN Warrior Ice hockey. 

 

• We will have an exhibition game in Fergus Falls in late November. 

 

Minnesota Sled Hockey:   

 

• MN Sled Hockey 3rd quarter was highlighted by our 2nd annual Boundary 

Waters Sled Hockey Combine in Ely, MN.  This year's camp  consisted of 29 

players traveling from Michigan, Wisconsin, North Dakota, Texas and of course 

Minnesota, and 2 national team players Chris Douglas and Josh Pauls as guest 

coaches.  The camp consisted of on and off-ice skills training, seminars on life-

habits to become a champion, goal-setting seminar, nutrition, and training in the 

gym.  Our camp was highlighted by our day long canoe and portage into the 

BWCA...setting a new record of 28 disabled athletes entering the BWCA in one 

day.  Another incredible camp...next year's will be even better. 

 

• Our 2019-20 season is now getting underway with three Try Sled Hockey 

Events:  

• Sept 28th, 4:30-6:30pm at Healtheast Sports Center (east rink), Woodbury, MN 

• Oct 6th, 9:00-11:00am at Hopkins Pavilion, Hopkins, MN 

https://www.usahockey.com/sledclassic


• Oct 13th, 1:10-4:10, Coon Rapids Ice Center, Coon Rapids, MN 

Spread the word and help us get someone new into hockey! 

 

 

Rochester team update: 

Rochester is actively planning the 2019-2020 season, including: 

• Volunteer coordinator Meegan and Coach Bob participated in the large Youth 

Gathering in Minneapolis in July 2019.  Meegan and Bob created multiple 

activities for the youth attendees to try out to learn about sled hockey. 

 

• The board has been preparing for the season by planning practices and 

tournaments.  

 

• We have been working to get everyone registered and complete their SafeSport 

Training. 

 

Minnesota Special Hockey:   

 

• Minnesota Wild Special Hockey is looking forward to an incredible year. Our 

registration opened September 1st and our season will begin November 3rd.  We 

have 2 new teams joining our league: Lakeville and New Richmond Wisconsin. 

We are so excited to be including more athletes and giving everyone a place to 

play hockey.  

 

• We are continuing to work on fundraising and looking for new ideas to get our 

athletes involved. We continue to look for new ways to reach more athletes.   

 

• We are planning our annual hockey jamboree in Alexandria. This event continues 

to grow every year. It gives our athletes an out of town hockey experience. So 

many of our athletes and families look forward to going every year.  

 

Minnesota Wild Blind Hockey 

 

• MWBH held a stickhandling/shooting demo during the recent Hendrickson 

Foundation Golf Festival, exposing attendees to blind hockey. With sticks, special 

pucks, synthetic ice, goal and visual simulators (courtesy of the Saint Paul Public 

Schools), the golfers were able to get a “feel” for Blind Hockey. Most of the 

participants stopped over to give it a try, including Coach Bruce Boudreau who 

passed back and forth with one of our players, Nick Boisvert. Boudreau wore 

simulators that replicated Nick’s vision, leading Coach to comment upon how 

impressed he was with the experience and our game.  

 



• MWBH joined the Minnesota Wild, Minnesota Wild Foundation, Minnesota 

Hockey and USA Hockey to host the sixth annual USA Hockey Blind Hockey 

Summit at TRIA Rink in downtown St. Paul, MN. The 2019 Summit ran from 

August 22 – 25, kicked off with a coaching clinic at the Wild offices and a game 

featuring the U.S. Blind Hockey Team v. local former pros. The Summit also 

featured scrimmages and games for all sizes and skill levels, a “try-it” session for 

local newcomers and opportunity to attend the Minnesota State Fair.  

 

• Additional financial and other support came from UBS and The Hendrickson 

Foundation. For example, the Hendrickson Foundation secured former pro players 

to skate against the National Blind Hockey Team, and UBS provided buses to 

shuttle attendees to and from the Fair. Tim and Sandy Loney and the Warriors 

hosted and supplied our volunteer room. Dozens of volunteers stepped up to help 

with each portion of the Summit, led by Dennis Green (former president, MN 

Hockey), Toni Gillen (U.S.A. Disabled Hockey director) and Lonny Evans 

(MWBH director of operations). 

 

• Dave Margenau (immediate past president, MN Hockey) Daniel Belding (2019 

disabled athlete of the year), Paul Antonenko (UBS Financial) and Toni 

Gillen each spoke at the reception, which closed with a drawing for two MWBH 

jerseys, signed by pro players who stopped by our Hendrickson demo.  

 

• About 50 skaters participated in the Summit. In addition, several family members 

and friends were in attendance including several beloved service dogs, most of 

whom would sit in the stands to track their owners. For photos, 

see: https://www.pixelcalibercollective.com/Hidden-Folders/2019-Blind-Hockey-

Summit/n-2wxZF4/ 

 

Other Events 

 

• One of our skaters, Evie Jones, will be joining her older brother Jackson to plant 

the flag at center ice on September 17, during the Wild/Dallas game. That same 

night another second-year player, Kira Erickson, will be joining one of the 

Warriors to announce “Let's Play Hockey” before the game. 

 

• We will be hosting a table and Blind Hockey demo at the upcoming VisionWalk 

at Lake Harriet on Saturday, Sept. 22.  

 

• Registration and equipment fitting will soon be scheduled as our second season 

starts at TRIA Rink on Sunday, Oct. 20.  

 

Minnesota Disabled Hockey Committee: 

 

Disabled Hockey Night with the Wild. Sept 17, 2019 

Once again we were honored to share a preseason game with the Wild as they highlighted 

all of our programs. All of our players were involved in both on and off ice activities, 

https://www.pixelcalibercollective.com/Hidden-Folders/2019-Blind-Hockey-Summit/n-2wxZF4/
https://www.pixelcalibercollective.com/Hidden-Folders/2019-Blind-Hockey-Summit/n-2wxZF4/


from playing between periods, planting the flag and selling programs and raffle tickets.  

Our programs look forward to this event every year and we are very grateful to the Wild. 

 

NHL alumni help promote growth of blind hockey 

 

ST. PAUL, Minn. - Sound in the game of hockey becomes more vital in a blind hockey 

game, from the loud rattle of an oversized puck to the constant communication between 

players to the exuberant cheers from the crowd. 

"You'd never know how important sound is until it's what you rely on to play the game 

you love," said Minnesota Wild assistant coach Darby Hendrickson. "A lot people [in 

blind hockey] never thought they could play the game, and they're out here playing it and 

there's just an energy and a spirit that's incredible. 

"There's so many things bigger than the game, and whether you're in the National Hockey 

League or blind hockey, it's a game for everyone, and everyone's just as important." 

Hendrickson was one of several NHL alumni who took the ice against members of the 

U.S. National Blind Hockey team and its alternates at TRIA RINK on Thursday. 

The game opened the 2019 USA Hockey Blind Hockey Summit, a weekend-long event in 

its sixth year. Roughly 60 players from around the United States and Canada will be 

evaluated to establish various levels and development for different team considerations. 

There are around 160 registered blind hockey players in the U.S. and currently teams in 

Minnesota, Chicago, Pittsburgh, Colorado, St. Louis, Washington, Hartford, and two 

teams in New York. 

Richfield, Minnesota, native Nick Boisvert grew up playing hockey. When he lost his 

sight in 2012, he thought he also had lost the game he loved. He found blind hockey three 

years ago and reignited his passion on the ice and beyond. 

"It's changed my life," said Boisvert, one of the alternate forwards with Team USA on 

Thursday. "When I lost my sight, I pretty much shut down. … I had to redo everything, 

and I missed hockey. Once I found out I could play, it opened up everything. I started 

going for all the goals I had. I've achieved more since I lost my sight because of learning 

that I could play hockey than I did when I did have my sight." 

Since its inception in the U.S. in 2014, blind hockey has become one of the fastest 

growing segments of disabled hockey. The game is played with minimal adaptations. The 

most significant rule change is the requirement of one pass in the offensive zone before 

shooting and scoring in order to allow low-vision defensemen and goalies a chance to 

track the puck, which rattles with each movement. To further alert the back end of a 

potential shot, an official will blow a whistle once the pass is complete. Other game 

alterations include nets that are reduced to 3 feet as opposed to the traditional 4 feet, and 

along with the rattle, the puck is roughly the size of a dinner plate and moves across the 

ice at a slower rate than a regular puck. Players vary in age from youth to adult and range 



anywhere from legally blind (10 percent of vision or less) to fully blind, with forwards 

generally have the most sight (B3 classification) defensemen less (B2) and goalies 

generally the most visually impaired (B1) if not totally blind. 

E-Mail from Special Hockey family: 

Hello- 

I just wanted to say thank you for the event last night the kids who got selected to go. 

Seeing their smiles and their excitement for what group they got in what such a great 

feeling. 

 My son is 5 years old and has autism, development delays, and more medical issues.   He 

loves his hockey and Wild! I am not pushing him this him, He started saying when he 

was 1 yr old I play hockey..... and we got him a stick and a puck he actually knew what 

he was doing.   

I got nervous because 1 it’s the most expensive sport to play ha go figure!  

 This hockey experience came up last year for Kaleb to join MN wild special hockey.  I 

was in tears when they said Kaleb could give it try and see if he liked hockey....  He 

LOVES hockey!!!! He thinks he's the toughest little dude out there on the ice. which he is 

one of the younger ones, he went from November 2018 with not knowing how to skate to 

January 2019 skating with his stick in his hand and learning how to hit the puck and 

where his hand are supposed to be.  

Hockey is for everyone I love this MN Wild special hockey.... no one judges anyone they 

all play amazing and to hear their giggles when they are skating and trying to get a puck 

is the best sound to my ears!!!! 

 This experience last night was an awesome experience for these kids. Kaleb was on 

cloud 9 the whole night! If he didn’t like hockey I wouldn't make him do any of these! 

This is all on him!!!!  

We were walking to our car last night, we forgot what level we parked on opps so we 

walked a few times looking for it.... anywho... Kaleb was smiling from ear to ear and 

anyone who would walk by us he would say I skated on the ice tonight lets go wild!!!! I 

just smiled! what can I say..... He was so proud of himself!! 

I can't say Thank you again for this event! You definitely brought smiles to these kids 

and a memory they will be talking about forever!!!!  

I appreciate everything you all do for all of these kids and let them play their favorite 

sport HOCKEY!!!!  

 

Every staff member has been fabulous and so patient and understanding. Kaleb is so 

excited to start up hockey this season. He loves Sunday evenings when he has hockey. He 

is on the blaine team:) 

 

  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Antonia Gillen 

USA Disabled Hockey Director 

Minnesota District 


