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I. Roll Call & Welcome- 
Laurie DeFrancesco, Gina D’Ambrosio, Mark Sorrentino, Kasey Tocchio, Pat Panichas, Maureen Chagnon, Lorraine Duffy, Maureen Pokorny, Kim Vaillancourt, Kathy Bielert, Erin Fascendini, Brock Freehling

Laurie welcomed everyone to our first ever Virtual Meeting. She reviewed the previously sent 2019-2020 State report and reported that the number of gymnasts is down across most Levels both for JO and XCEL with the exception of L2 and the XCEL upper Levels. One gym, Vasi’s, has also closed.

II. State Update 
A. Covid-19 response – The State has established a Focus group to help gym clubs through this pandemic. The group has met virtually four times and twice with all gym clubs in the state. The State brought in Accountant Sean Dever to address and answer questions from our clubs.
B. Reopening – CT Gymnastics Schools are allowed to reopen in Phase 2 which has been moved to 6/17. USA Gymnastics has established very thoughtful and thorough reopen and reintegration guidelines for our athletes. It is recommended that these guidelines along with the CT State Guidelines be followed to safely reopen our gyms.
C. Athlete support – 
1. The State is sending State Qualifier medals to all athletes that qualified to State Championships and State Cups. Gyms are asked to send their medal counts to Mark by the end of this week (by 6/14)
2. CT gift leotards were sent to all Level 9/10 Regional Qualifiers 
3. All graduating Seniors were sent their Senior plaques and bracelets (from NAWGJ-CT)
The committee discussed the possibility of hiring John Cheng to do a photo shoot (at a few different locations throughout the state) for our Senior athletes who missed out on the opportunity to have photos from States and/or Regional and as a way to give back to our Seniors. The cost would be covered by the State for our approximately 50 Seniors.

Recommendation to hire and pay for the cost to have John Cheng photograph our graduating Senior athletes
Motion: Lorraine Duffy
Second: Brock Freehling
PASSED

D. Finances - Laurie reported that USAG-CT has a balance of $37,418.71 as of 5/30/20.
A. Laurie Scanlon Scholarship – The committee voted earlier to donate $1000.00 to the Laurie Scanlon scholarship due to the fact that funds for this are usually raised at a function that could not be held because of Covid-19. This scholarship is open to all graduating seniors in Region 6. Additional information and deadlines will be available on the Regional and State websites.
B. The State owns medals that can be used for 2021 State Meets. Hosting clubs will be able to purchase these from the State.

E. State Policies – Laurie thanked Mark and Lorraine who have been reviewing and updating our online R&P. The committee reviewed and modified the following.
1. The recording fee of $5.00 for out of state non ptf scores has been removed
If a PTF file is not available, score sheets must be scanned and emailed, with a $5 per gymnast recording fee payable to USAG-CT.

2. The committee discussed the declaration date for Event Specialists. The committee voted to make the declaration consistent with the qualification dates.

Recommendation to make the declaration date for Event Specialists only to be 2 weeks prior to the State Meet for XB-XD & Level 6-9 and 1 week prior for Level 10.
Motion: Pat Panichas
Second: Gina D’Ambrosio
PASSED

3. The committee discussed Invitationals that have 1 judge panels.

Recommendation that for all Invitationals with one judge panels (2, 3, 4, XB, XS & XG) a non-judging meet referee is required
Motion: Pat Panichas
Second: Gina D’Ambrosio
PASSED

4. The committee discussed the current award structure.

Recommendation to keep Achievement Ribbons for XB and Level 2-4 the way it currently is
Motion: Erin Fascendini
Second: Maureen Chagnon
PASSED

Recommendation that for Level 9, the team trophies will be awarded up to 50% of the teams entered
Motion: Maureen Chagnon
Second: Kathy Bielert
PASSED

III. Regional Update
The full minutes from the Regional Meeting will be available on the Region 6 Website. The following points were highlighted
A. Virtual Congress – There will be no Regional 6 Congress held this year. Everyone who registered for Region 6 Congress has been moved to the Virtual National Congress being held the weekend of Aug.7-9. 

B.  Regional Medical Team – 
Elly Hart (PA-C, MPAS, AT)  gymnasticsmedicine@gmail.com is  spearheading a Region 6 medical team. The team will work with medical providers in each state to help diagnose and treat common gymnastics injuries.

C. All sanctioned meets must now have a medical professional present. This person must be a USAG Instructor member with safety, safesport and background checked. The committee discussed paying for this expense for the medical professionals that we use often.  

D. The following limits on the number of coaches allowed on the floor at Regionals will still be in effect for 2021.
The number of Credentialed Coaches allowed per club is as follows: 
• 1-4 athletes participating – maximum of 2 credentialed coaches allowed on the field of play 
• 5-9 athletes participating – maximum of 4 credentialed coaches allowed on the field of play 
• 10+ athletes participating – maximum of 6 credentialed coaches allowed on the field of play 

E. There will be no communal chalk buckets or spray bottles at 2021 Regionals.

F. The Region is looking into the possibility of hosting Virtual Developmental  and High Performance Camps this season. 

G. JO/Tech Updates – Pat Panichas highlighted the JO Technical Updates.
1. Gymnasts can use their scores from the 2019 or 2020 for petitions
2. The new rule regarding backless leotards has been pushed back to the 2021-2022 season.
3. Video Review is now allowed at all sanctioned competitions. The rules about what is eligible to be reviewed should be reviewed carefully by coaches and judges. 
4. A mount trainer/mount mat (not a springboard) may be placed on an 8” mat.
5. The maximum deduction for extra intermediate swings (in one spot) at the Compulsory Levels is now 0.5 (in line with the Optional Levels)
IV.  Calendar – The Regional Championships, JO Nationals and Level 9 Eastern dates 	         	have been set and are listed on the State website calendar. The Region has 		set the date of 	March 26-28th for the Level 9/10 State Championships. We will 		also look to hold 7/8 State Championships at this time. 
		The committee decided at this time to wait to set the State Competition 			 and the dates for the rest of the State Championships and State Cups until 			more is known about when state competitions may begin.
		The deadline for meets to be placed on the State Calendar by Aug. 15th will be 			disregarded for this season.
		Recommendation that all clubs that were scheduled to host State 				Championships or State Cups be given the first right of refusal to host for 			2021
		Motion: Lorraine Duffy                                                                                           			Second: Pat Panichas                                                                                   				PASSED	
V. Judges – 
A. We have new co-SJD’s, Amy Bodner and Lori Buggee.

B. Assigning – 
1. The 2021 State meet judging assignments process will start fresh.
2. Since the Regional Championships were canceled for 2020, the same CT judges have been recommended to judges at the 2021 Regional Championships

VI. State Clinics- 
A. State Workshop – The state is providing a Virtual Workshop for all Recreational and Preschool Teachers free of charge on June 12, 2020.
B. Fall Clinic – The Fall clinic has been tabled for now and will be re-addressed at a future date.

VII. Apparel
A. Leotards & leggings – The state has purchased these already and will use for the 2021 season.
B. Jackets & shirts – We will purchase new jackets for athletes and coaches this season.
C. Regional Coach’s apparel limits – We will use the criteria set for the number of coaches allowed on the floor to determine the sets of apparel allowed per club. Clubs will have the option to purchase additional apparel

• 1-4 athletes participating – maximum of 2 sets of apparel 
• 5-9 athletes participating – maximum of 4 sets of apparel 
• 10+ athletes participating – maximum of 6 sets of apparel 

D. Adjournment – The committee will hold another meeting in late August.

Motion to adjourn: Mark Sorrentino
Second: Maureen Chagnon
PASSED 
