
There are thousands of players with 

disabilities throughout the country who 

are looking to be part of the world’s 

greatest game. 

 To learn more about participation 

 or to start your own TOPSoccer 

program contact:

US Youth Soccer

9220 World Cup Way

Frisco, Texas 75034

800.4.SOCCER
      

USYouthSoccer.org

Volunteer Guide

   The History of TOPSoccer
Since 1974, US Youth Soccer, the nation’s largest 

youth soccer organization, has provided valuable 

soccer programs and opportunities to millions of 

children. In 1991, US Youth Soccer took its mission 

of making soccer “the game for all kids” to a new 

level by launching the TOPSoccer Program (The 

Outreach Program for Soccer). The TOPSoccer 

Program was designed to reach differently-abled 

children where the program would have the most 

impact—in their hometowns. 

Today, in many states, the TOPSoccer Program 

is administered by the State Association and 

the state’s TOPSoccer Committee, a group of 

volunteers who carry on the tradition of those 

initial ideals. Thanks to the dedication and support 

of countless volunteers, buddies, and coaches, 

thousands of players with disabilities now have the 

opportunity to thrive in a positive environment and 

enjoy this great sport.
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What is TOPSoccer? 
TOPSoccer is a community-based program 

for kids of any age with physical and/or 
cognitive disabilities. Administered by local 
clubs and Associations under the direction 
of their State Association and US Youth 
Soccer, TOPSoccer provides these special 
players with the opportunity to participate 
in the sport of soccer in a safe and fun 
environment. TOPSoccer welcomes players 
of all abilities and focuses on grouping players 
by similar skill, talent, and ability rather than 
by age level. This system promotes personal 
development and makes the experience more 

fun for all the players.

 
I’m Considering Getting Involved. 
What Opportunities Exist for Me?

There are many ways to get involved 
with the TOPSoccer Program. Your talents 
are needed for every aspect of the program 
from the initial planning stages of setting up 
a new program to coordinating practices and 
end-of-the-year celebrations. If you prefer to 
be out on the field, we are always looking for 
coaches and buddies. Your help is valuable no 
matter how you choose to be involved!

 
What is a Buddy?

A TOPSoccer Buddy is a volunteer that 
serves as a partner, mentor, and friend to 
our special players as they take the field. It 
is recommended that a Buddy be at least 

12-years-old. Check with your State Association 
to see if it has any special requirements. A 
Buddy can be a same-aged peer, a sibling or an 
adult that participates. Buddies need no soccer 
experience, just a desire to help and have fun with 
the players.

Why Should I Volunteer? 
We are all kids at heart. TOPSoccer players 

are just like the rest of us - they want to make 
friends, have fun, and play games in a safe 
playing environment. On the soccer field they 
can do all of these things and more, but only 
with the support of volunteers like you.

 
OK, I’m Ready To Get Involved…Now 
What Do I Do?

Local TOPSoccer Programs are currently 
running in various communities across the 
U.S.A. Please contact your State Association 
office or visit www.usyouthsoccer.org for 
more information about these programs or 
to find out how you can start one where you 
live. Just remember you are not alone in this 
endeavor—US Youth Soccer and your State 
Association will always help you make soccer 
“The Game for All Kids.”


