
 
 

 Minutes– Tuesday, January 9, 2018 at 6:30 
AAHA Monthly Meeting at the Ice Den Warming Room 

 
o Call to order at 6:34pm by Tim Reckell 
o Dial in to Conference call if needed: Joth and Isabelle 
o Establish a quorum and identify any directors with proxies: 5 proxies present for Green, Radke, 

Shafer, Brodfuehrer, and Curley 
o Introductions  
o Approval of the agenda Motion: Rogers 2nd: Shtrom 
o Approval of last month’s minutes Motion: Rogers 2nd: Koshiol   

 
Reports 
 
o President Report- Submitted Electronically 
o Treasurers Report – Submitted Electronically 
o Secretary Report – No Report 
o AAHA Admin Report – Submitted Electronically.  Thank you to all the associations who sent 

volunteers for the Coyotes 50/50 raffle.  It was a successful night.  Tier 1 scoresheets need 
to be sent in to Charlie as he works toward getting all games accounted for on the newly 
created Tier 1 page on the website.  Jr Coyotes and Bobcats please send him your 
remaining schedules and scoresheets. 

o AZYHL Report – Submitted Electronically. Motion: Gavrilles with 2nd: Rogers to affirm the 
AZYHL committee recommendation that non-Arizona teams shall not participate in AZYHL 
league play for the 2018-19 season.  Approved 16-0-0  

o Background Screening / Safe Sport Report – Reminder that all locker rooms MUST be 
monitored at all times according to SafeSport/USAH/AAHA requirements.  There have 
been lots of incidents across the country so this is a reminder to all associations. Also 
coaches must wear helmets on the ice at all time (with the strap properly fastened). 

o By-Laws and Policy Report – Submitted Electronically 
o Coaching Report – Submitted Electronically.  National office will be deciding if the coaching 

clinics can start earlier in the summer.  It will depend on whether or not there are possible 
curriculum changes (which aren’t typically released until September). 

o Disciplinary Report – Submitted Electronically 
o Mite Committee Report – Submitted Electronically.  The committee will be meeting soon and 

providing suggested policy changes pertaining to the recommendations contained within 
their report.  Coyotes are hosting a March jamboree in which the players will be mixed up 
and placed on teams and will receive special jerseys. 

o Officiating Report – USA Hockey – Submitted Electronically 
o Officiating Report - AHRA – Submitted Electronically 
o Registrars Report – Donnalee has checked all the teams and there are very few redlines.  

Thank you to the association registrars for doing a good job as there are fewer and fewer 
redlines.  She is waiting for Association registrars to contact her to schedule the 
credentialing meetings.  All managers must have the USAH Consent to Treats in their 
binders.  Darla, district registrar, requires hardcopies of all documents (no electronic 
copies).  AAHA parent concussion acknowledgement forms should also be included in the 
binder.  Shooting to have all credentialing complete by Feb 1st.  Tim reminded everyone to 
ensure that their association parents are having a physician complete the return to play 
approval form for any player that has had a concussion.  That form should be emailed as 
outlined at the bottom of the form. 

o Social Media Report – NA 
o Tier Committee Report – Per Charlie, Geoff will be providing Charlie with information to post 

on the website within the next 7-10 days.  Tier Committee is supposed to be meeting the 
first week of February.  Tier 1 applications are due January 15th.  Tier 2 applications are 
due March 1st.  Send applications to Geoff. 

o Adult Hockey Report – Submitted Electronically 
o Arizona Coyotes Report – No report 
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Old Business 
 

o Non Members with USA Hockey Registration Numbers Tabled awaiting further information 
o Discuss proposed policy changes regarding 12U players participating in 14U – Tabled from Dec 

2017 meeting Tabled – being forwarded to Tier Committee for their comments/changes) 
o Discuss proposed policy changes regarding Tier I/II State Championships – Tabled from Dec 

2017 meeting Tabled – being forwarded to Tier Committee for their comments/changes) 
o Vote on proposed policy changes to 5.1.8 and 5.1.10  Motion: Urban with 2nd: Rogers to 

approve the changes as shown in the Policy Committee report.  Approved 16-0-0 
 
 
 
New Business  
o Arizona Hockey Referees Association (formerly AHOA) officials no-show policy  Tim suggested 

establishment of a small AAHA committee to meet with the AHRA representatives and 
work together to bring back suggestions to the Board. The appointed committee (Mims, 
Edwards, Shtrom, and Jacobson) will get feedback from the AAHA member associations 
and meet with Chris Zorza et al within the next 30 days. 
 

o Out-of-state squirt rosters containing mite-aged players - President’s Day Tournament – When 
asked by AHU for feedback on out-of-state 8U-aged players rostering on 10U teams, the 
EC ruled that 8U should not be allowed to play on older teams for tournaments within 
Arizona (based upon the policies established by AAHA with respect to this issue).  
However, given that this was not explicitly outlined in the upcoming President’s Day 
tournament rules (that were approved by our state when granting the USAH sanction) and 
there are 8U families (playing on 10U teams) that had already made travel plans; it was 
decided that the EC ruling would not be enforced for this tournament.   
 
An official Motion: Urban with 2nd: Shtrom was made to allow for 8U players from out-of-
state teams to play on 10U rosters for the upcoming Arizona tournaments.  Approved 16-0-0.  
At the request of the EC, the policy committee will propose a written policy regarding this 
matter for Board consideration at the upcoming February meeting. 
 

o Mite Committee Recommendations (see mite report)  As previously stated, the mite 
committee will meet and propose policy changes for Board consideration. 

 
Announcements  Isabelle has discounted Roadrunners tickets for Jan 27 and Feb 19/24. 
 
Adjournment  Motion: Rogers and 2nd : Urban at 8:07pm 

 
Future State AAHA Board Meetings at the Ice Den in the Warming Room 

 
o Monday, February 12, 2018 
o Monday, March 12, 2018 
o Monday, April 9, 2018 
o Monday, May 14, 2018 





PRESIDENTS REPORT FOR JANUARY 2018 

 

A.   There has been some question about the application of the eligibility rule for 
players that play junior games after December 31st and those player’s eligibility to 
play on a Tier I or II youth team. The question arises because some junior teams 
are outside of USA Hockey. The rule addressing eligibility is on page 136 of the 
Annual Guide Section D. 

 Subject to an exception for players playing games for a Tier I or II Junior team pursuant to the Youth/Junior 
Affiliated Player Policy, the rule says that if a player on a youth Tier I or II team plays any games on a Junior roster 
after 12/31, then the player loses all eligibility on his/her youth or girls'/women's team for the remainder of the 
season. USA Hockey's Guidelines Regarding Non-Sanctioned Play (beginning on page 41 of Annual Guide, see 
paragraph J) provides that this rule applies regardless of whether the player plays on a junior team inside or 
outside of USAH.  Teams outside of USA Hockey are not part of the Youth/Junior Affiliated Player Policy, so that 
exception would not apply to players from those teams. The above is consistent with how the rule has been 
applied in past, and the rule and the guidelines have both been approved by USA Hockey's Board of Directors. 

 

B.    There also has been some question within our Arizona Affiliate in regard to 
number of games for eligibility for Districts and Nationals. Each team must have 
competed as a team unit in at least (20) games, each player must have played in 
at least (10) games during the season. For games to count in meeting these 
requirements that team’s player roster form(1-T) must be certified by the AAHA 
Registrar. 

 If a player is removed from his original team’s  (1-T) roster (Team A) ,and is added 
to a second team’s (1-T) roster (Team B), and then is removed from the (1-T) 
roster of (Team B) and added back to the (1-T) roster of (Team A) his game count 
for Team A does not change for his eligibility for  Districts and Nationals. 

Example: 

Joe Smith plays 6 games for Team A   (Tier I or II nationally bound team)              
Joe Smith plays 2 games for Team B   ( Tier I or II nationally bound team)             
Joe Smith plays 1 game for Team A    He now has a total of 7 games for Team A 

 

 



C.  The question was asked of the AAHA Executive Committee if 8U players can 
play on a 10U team in a tournament held within Arizona. The committee referred  
to the AAHA policy which states. 

12.2 Play Up Rules---  All 8U age players ( as defined by USA Hockey) shall only be 
eligible to participate on an 8U age team. No 8U age player or 8U team shall be 
permitted to “play Up” in a higher division. 

Taking this policy into account the Executive Committee’s decision was that the 
AAHA registrar will not sanction tournaments within our Affiliate that has 8U 
players on a 10U roster. 

 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 

TIM RECKELL 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  























AAHA Administrators Report 
for December 2017 

There have been a number of things that have taken place this last month and 
added to the holidays it has made this a very active month. 

First, acting as a ‘coordinator’ for the Arizona Coyotes 5050 Night, developed a 
spreadsheet of the Volunteers for the event. Then interacting with the Coyotes 
Community Development team updated them on the Volunteer’s status and 
distributed the correspondence that they wanted out to the Volunteers, this 
actually continued up to within an hour of the deadline of 5pm on the 28th. 

We will not have the final total for awhile, but from the amount announced at the 
game it should be a very successful fund raising endeavor for the Association. 

Next working with Sports Engine, two non-mortary registration sessions were 
developed for upcoming Mite Jamborees, the AHU Jamboree Jan 28th, 2018 and 
the CAHA-Chandler Jamboree Feb 4th, 2018. To ensure as fair a registration as 
possible the registration sessions are not opened to registering until 30 days prior 
to the event so the AHU Jamboree is the only one that has been opened to date. 

Unfortunately due to ice constraints at all of the Jamborees, the number of teams 
that can participate at any given event is limited so each registration session must 
be tweaked to reflect the limitations for each individual event. 

Additional I have continued to work with Sports Engine on a number of systems 
issues that have been identified by us. This has proven to be more involved and 
taking more time than initially anticipated, but ultimately it should make for a 
better product for everyone. 

The Referee’s and Coaches pages on the AAHA web site continue to be in need of 
some significant work. The information currently on these pages is out of date and 
we are simply not using these and other pages as effectively as we could be. 

Lastly we have made some significant in-roads with Tier hockey and those pages 
this last month, but a lot more work is needed. Currently mostly what has been 
done is on the News feed, by announcing a number of things about Tier hockey. We 
need to be promoting Tier hockey more with information in addition to their 
‘league’ games, like successes at tournaments, features on accomplishments by 



teams and players, Arizona did have the Number 1 draft in the NHL two years ago 
and he came from our Tier hockey program. 

Tier II continues to be fairly responsive, we have a pretty complete schedule up 
and teams are starting to know to let me know when there is a change needed. In 
addition although missing a few games sheets currently the game sheets are pretty 
up-to-date so the standings and statistics are meaningful. 

Tier I unfortunately continues to be another story….. I have been given and have 
input schedules for a number of the teams, but not all and scoresheets are very 
difficult to follow up on, with no schedule, don’t know if I’m missing a scoresheet or 
not. We have put up a number of News articles, but a lot more work is needed on 
promoting both Tier I and Tier II, they are the premier leagues/teams. 

All in all very pleased with the work that has been started, but we really need 
involvement from the Tier hockey people, Referees, Coaching and Adult hockey to 
truly make the AAHA web page the go to place for amateur hockey in Arizona.



AZYHL Committee Report 
for Dec 2017 

Things are progressing well with the AZYHL season, which is now about half over. 
All game sheets to date have been submitted and entered into the system so the 
league standings are up to date. 

Unfortunately however there are still about a half a dozen league games that need 
to be scheduled or rescheduled and we are running out of time to get those played, 
league play must be over by the February 24th/25th weekend. 

Two games have to be rescheduled from over the weekend before Christmas. One 
due to one of the teams not showing up and one due to issues around the  
officiating crew not showing up. The later game was played, but as exhibition. 
There is some question as to whether the officials were even booked so not sure 
how this all happened. 

The AAHA State Tournaments for Recreational/House teams (AZYHL) have all 
been scheduled and the ice confirmed. In addition DIBs have been added to the 
AAHA web site for volunteers to sign up. Unfortunately that is going very slowly, 
the hope is that that is due to the holidays and competing with the Coyotes 5050 
Night volunteer recruitment, it is hoped that once those are over things will pickup. 

The AZYHL Committee is working on updates and clarifications to their Policies/
Procedures and expect to have, after their Jan monthly meeting, something to 
submit to AAHA for approval and inclusion in Appendix B of AAHA’s Policies and 
Procedures.



Bylaw and Policy Committee Report 

January 2018 AAHA Meeting 

 

Prepared By:  Sherri Koshiol 

Date:  January 3, 2018 

 

The following two proposals were tabled at the December meeting awaiting further changes and 

comments from the Board committees and members.  It will be recommended that the Tier 

Committee review both of these policy proposals at their next meeting and provide further 

refinement and wording changes to the policy committee and Board.  

12.2 POLICY PROPOSAL FOR DISCUSSION:  Allowance of 12U players to 

individually petition to “play up” on a 14U team. 

Section 12.2 which currently reads as follows: 

12.2 Play Up Rules 
All 8U age players (as defined by USA Hockey) shall only be eligible to participate on an 8U age 
team.  No 8U age player or 8U team shall be permitted to “play up” in a higher division. 

 
No team, 10U and above (boys or girls), shall roster a player more than one age group higher (as 
defined by USA Hockey) only if allowed by the Member Association.  Appeals to these roster rules 
need to be made to the full AAHA Board prior to the August AAHA Board meeting so it can be 
reviewed by the Board at that meeting.  This appeal must be accompanied by an evaluation by 
the head coach of the current team the player is trying out for as well as the head coach of the 
prior team the player was rostered on showing the player has the ability to play at this higher 
level. 

 

Proposed language from Tony Radtke change for discussion: 

12.2  Play Up Rules 

12.2.1  All 8U age players (as defined by USA Hockey) shall only be eligible to participate on an 

8U age team.  No 8U age player or 8U team shall be permitted to “play up” in a higher 

division.  

1.  All players participating on 8U teams must be of an age (as defined by USA 

Hockey) within the 8U age group. No player classified as a 6&Under player or 

younger shall be permitted to participate on an 8U team without prior approval 

of the AAHA Mite Committee.  

2.   The Hockey Director of the member association requesting to have a 6&Under 

player(s) “play up” on an 8U team, shall submit a written request to the 

Chairperson of the Mite Committee detailing the justification for the move. The 

Mite Committee shall review the request and provide final approval for the 

move prior to the player(s) being allowed to participate in team activities.  

 



3.   Entire teams of 6&Under players or younger shall not be permitted to “play up” 

at the 8U level. 

 

12.2.2  Players in the 14U and 10U age divisions (boys or girls) may be permitted to “play up” 

on a team that is no more than one age group higher (as defined by USA Hockey) for the 

duration of the current playing season if recommended and approved to do so by the 

Hockey Director of their proposed Member Association.  

1. For player(s) recommended to “play up” from the 12U to the 14U age division 

on non- nationally bound teams at any time or for any duration (i.e. full season, 

tournaments, or individual games), the Hockey Director of the player(s) 

proposed and/or current member association must submit the 

recommendation to the Executive Committee for final approval (with the help 

of the AZYHL Committee if necessary). This submission must include at a 

minimum, written explanation of the justification for the move, a signed letter 

from the parent(s) of the player(s) demonstrating their agreement with the 

move, along with a written agreement of the Head Coach of the older age group 

team the player is joining. 

 

2. The Executive Committee (with the help of the AZYHL Committee if necessary) 

will evaluate the recommendation(s) and make a final decision as to the 

eligibility of the 12U player to “play up” one age group higher. 

     

3. 12U player(s) awaiting final approval of the Executive Committee may not 

participate in any 14U team activities until notice of final approval is provided in 

writing to the Hockey Director of the member association 

 

12.2.3 Any appeals to the outcome of the Executive Committee’s review process outlined 

above in 12.2.2.1 shall be presented to the full AAHA Board of Directors not less than 

one week (7 calendar days) prior to the next scheduled AAHA Board meeting so it can 

be reviewed by the Directors.  The Board of Directors will then make the final decision at 

the same meeting. 

  

12.2.4 Entire teams in the 12U age level may NOT “play up” at a 14U age level 

 

12.2.5 Player(s) at the 10U and 14U age level may be permitted to play on a team not more 

than one age group higher for a “short term basis” that may include individual games, 

tournaments or scrimmages provided the move is approved by the Hockey Director of 

the respective member association prior to the player participating in any team 

activities of the older age group team. 

 

1. “Short-term basis” for the purpose of this section shall be defined as a 

temporary reassignment to an older age group team that will result in eventual 

return to the players original team. 

2. “Short-term” call ups shall not exceed 10 total games throughout the duration 

of the current playing season. If the player(s) exceeds 10 total games as a 

“short-term” call up, the player(s) will be required to be permanently reassigned 

to the older age team.   

 



 

TIER POLICY PROPOSAL FOR DISCUSSION:  From the Tier Committee 

Proposed modifications to Section 13.4 of the AAHA Policy Manual 

13.4 Tier I/Tier II State Championships  
 
13.4.1  Guidelines  

1. Each playing season AAHA shall conduct Arizona State 
Championships at the following age divisions for the purpose of 

determining teams to represent Arizona in USA Hockey’s National 
Tournament play according to a schedule approved each year by the 
AAHA Board of Director  

Youth Boys Division: 14U and above as defined by USAH; Tier I and 
Tier II for each age division.  

Girls Divisions: 14U; 16U; and 19U; Tier I and Tier II for each age 
division.  
 

2. The AAHA Board of Directors will announce the Championship dates 
for each Division prior to October 31st of each year and post to the 

AAHA website.  
The Champion of each boys’ Youth Tier I, and each girls Girls Tier I 
or girl’s Girls Tier II Divisions shall advance to the Rocky Mountain 

District Championships.  
The Champion of each boys’ Youth Tier II Division shall advance to 

the USA Hockey National Championships. 

3. All final costs,(ice, Referees, Score and Timekeepers, Awards, etc.) 

per division, related to the State Championship shall be shared equally 
by ALL associations declared to be Tier I or Tier II in each division, 

whether or not they participate in the Teams participating in the 
Arizona State Championships. All cost shall be subject to review and 
approval by the AAHA Board of Directors.  

 
4. Each Member Association wishing to participate in State 

Championships must be in good standing with AAHA.  
 
5. Member Associations must shall submit, a $500 non-refundable fee 

for each Tier I or Tier II playing division in which they field a team 
fielded for the playing season no later than October 31st of each year. 

The non-refundable fee from each team Member Association shall 
be used to offset the final State Championship fees due per division 

from each declared Tier I or Tier II team participating in the State 
Championships.  
 

Beginning with the 2018-2019 playing season, Member 
Associations must shall submit, a $500 $1250.00 non-refundable fee 

for each Tier I or Tier II playing division in which they field a team 
fielded for the playing season no later than October 31st of each year. 
The non-refundable fee from each team Member Association shall 

be used to offset the final State Championship fees due per division 
from each declared Tier I or Tier II team participating in the State 

Championships.  
 



6. Each Member Association may declare no more than one team in 
each division. Member Associations that register multiple teams in a 

division with the Arizona Associate Registrar shall be free to determine 
which team may represent the Member Association per Division in any 

manner they wish.  
 
7. A final cost per team per division to participate in the State 

Championships will be forwarded to each Member Association no less 
than thirty (30) days prior to the state of the State Championships.  

 
8. A Credentials Meeting shall be held approximately 7 - 10 days prior 
to the state start of the State Championships. All remaining fees due 

per participating team shall be due no later than this meeting. A 
coach and/or manager from each participating team shall be required 

to attend. No one person shall represent more than one team unless 
prior approval is granted by the Tournament Director. Failure of a 
team to have a coach and/or a manager present for the credentials 

meeting shall result in the suspension of the Head Coach of that 
team’s first game of the State Championship Tournament.  

 
9. AAHA will pay the entry fee for any team that represents AAHA in 

the Rocky Mountain District Championships and Tier II Nationals, not 
to exceed the RMD entry fee per team. Beginning with the 2018-
2019 playing season, AAHA will pay $500.00 of the entry fee 

for any team that represents AAHA in the Rocky Mountain 
District Championships and Tier II Nationals, not to exceed the 

RMD entry fee per team. 
10. All games shall be played in accordance with District/National 

requirements as outlined in the latest edition of the USA Hockey 

Championship Tournament Guidebook including all games being 

played to a winner. 

 

The following two proposals were presented at the December meeting and will be open for a motion 

at this January meeting. 

5.1.8 POLICY PROPOSAL FOR VOTE:  Appeal Committee in lieu of Full Board 

Section 5.1.8 which currently reads as follows: 

5.1.8 Appeal Procedures – Any person or team that considers himself/herself aggrieved by sanctions 

imposed by the DC may appeal that decision to the AAHA Board of Directors.  The AAHA President must 

receive written appeals of a decision or action of the DC within fifteen (15) days of notification of the 

decision of the DC (or on Monday following the fifteenth (15th) day if that day is Friday) for consideration.  

Such appeal must be accompanied by all written documentation from the original proceeding.  The AAHA 

President will present the appeal to the full Board of Directors at the next regularly scheduled Board 

meeting for reconsideration, and will be responsible for all appeal proceedings and actions. 

Proposed language change for discussion: 

5.1.8 Appeal Procedures – Any person or team that considers himself/herself aggrieved by sanctions 

imposed by the DC may appeal that decision to the AAHA Board of Directors.  The AAHA President must 

receive written appeals of a decision or action of the DC within fifteen (15) days of notification of the 

decision of the DC (or on Monday following the fifteenth (15th) day if that day is Friday) for consideration.  



Such appeal must be accompanied by all written documentation from the original proceeding.  The AAHA 

President will present the appeal to the full Board of Directors at the next regularly scheduled Board 

meeting to the Appeal Committee made up of three disinterested Directors on the AAHA Board for 

reconsideration, and will be responsible for all appeal proceedings and actions. 

 

5.1.10 POLICY PROPOSAL FOR VOTE:  Appeal Committee in lieu of DC 

Section 5.1.10 which currently reads as follows: 

5.1.10 Penalties imposed by the DC may affirm the original penalty imposed by a game official, or may 

be additional to that penalty at the discretion of the DC. 

Proposed language change for discussion: 

5.1.10 Penalties imposed by the DC Appeal Committee may affirm the original penalty imposed by a 

game official, or may be additional to that penalty at the discretion of the DC Appeal Committee. 

 



CEP Coaching report 1/9/18 AAHA Meeting 

 

Jim and Justin Rogers went to Tucson for a level 3.  There were 18 coaches in attendance. 

 

ALL coaches must have their coaching requirements or they are not allowed on the bench! 

 

There will be a level I and II at a location TBD on September 15th 

A level II and III in Scottsdale October 20th 

And a level I and II November 17th with a location to be announced. 

Tentative level  I and III in December.  

 

Goalie Development Program.  

 

No word from Chandler on a clinic I was hoping to have over the holidays. I would like to have one in 

Peoria in February if I don’t any requests from other facilities.  

 

The plan for the summer is to have 2 or 3 more before the season starts. I would like to field requests 

for that if anyone would like to host.  

 

Faithfully submitted; 1/2/18 

 

Larry Gibson 

AZ CEP 

 

  

 



Discipline Report 

January 2018 

 

The Discipline Committee met on Tuesday December 12. 2017.  There were three match penalties and 

one rule violation that involved a coach and an organization. 

 

1. The AHU Mite White team was reported to have played in a full ice event against a Nevada 

team.  The event was held at Gila River Arena on November 11, 2017.  Members of the AHU 

Mite White Team and AHU were present.  They were given an opportunity to present their 

interpretation of the event.  They did indicate they used the full ice surface for their event but 

did not play a game since there were no referees, scoresheet or clock used.  The Discipline 

Committee determined that the event was a violation under AAHA rule 11.1 and USA Hockey 

rule located in the Annual Guide on page 146.  The Discipline Committee assessed a 30 day 

suspension to the head coach of the AHU Mite White team and a $500 fine to the AHU 

organization.  They were informed of their right to appeal. 

2. A match penalty was assessed to a player from Desert Vista High School under USA Hockey rule 

627 (b) kicking.  This penalty occurred in a game in the Arizona High School Hockey Association.  

The teams involved in the game were Desert Vista and Flagstaff.  The player did not disagree 

with the penalty that was called and did state that he did make a kicking motion at the player.  

He did not disagree with the penalty that was called and did state that he did make a kicking 

motion at the player.  The Discipline Committee suspended the player from participating in any 

USA Hockey sanctioned activity through December 17, 2017.  The player was made aware of the 

appeal process. 

3. On December 1, 2017 a player playing in the Gilbert Adult League was assessed a match penalty 

under USA Hockey rule 615(c), removing helmet during altercation.  The player was not present 

for the hearing.  The Discipline Committee determined the player to be suspended from 

participating in any USA Hockey sanctioned adult hockey league through January 27, 2018.  The 

player was made aware of th appeal process. 

4. A CAHA Coach was assessed a match penalty under USA Hockey rule 601 (f3) behaving in any 

manner that is critically detrimental to the game.  The coach appeared before the Committee 

and gave his interpretation of the incident.  He also showed a video of the incident.  The 

Committee that the 4 games and 4 practices that he missed was substantial enough as time 

served for the penalty.  It should be noted that the video shown did indicate that the offic ials did 

not have control of the game.  It should also be noted that this game was played in California 

and not Arizona. 

 

This concludes my report for January 2018. 

 

Respectfully, 

Bruce Urban 

Discipline Committee Chair 



AAHA Mite Committee Summary 
December 4th, 2017 

The Mites Committee met on December 4th. 

Topics discussed were: 

-Age up Clinics 
-Recommendations for Mites in the 2018/2019 season 
-Mites playing Squirts 

1. Age up clinics 

After consultation and recommendations from the Executive Committee, the Mites 
Committee has decided to take the age up clinics off the schedule. 

2. Recommendations for Mites in the 2018/19 season- ACTION REQUESTED 

a) The committee recommends that Mites can only travel out of state once per season 
(down from 2 in previous seasons) with the approval of the committee and the board. 
USA Hockey does not recommend that any Mites travel at all and does not formally 
recognize Travel Mites.  The Mites Committee recognizes that the decision to travel is a 
decision that each team/ association can decide on individually.  

b) The committee recommends that mites should join AZYHL for the upcoming season 
and have league play. All league games will be held at jamborees around the State. 
-The league will consist of 2 divisions (an upper and a lower), play 4x4 half ice, no more 
than 10 kids on a team.  
-Each association will be limited to 2 teams in each division. 
-League games will be played at Jamborees and jamborees will eliminate the house/ 
development league. 
-Seeding tournament (jamboree) will be held in October to determine which division the 
team plays in. 
-Mini mites will no longer be allowed to participate in Mites travel teams. This is for 1st 
and 2nd year mites (example 2011 and 2010 for the 2018/19 season) only. Teams may 
ask the Mites Committee for age exemptions. 
-Teams may move a player up to the higher division to cover for sick or injured players, 
however, kids in the higher division may not play down on the lower division teams. 

3.  Mites playing Squirts 
-Each club can self regulate Mites PRACTICING with squirt teams. The committee sees  
no need to make a rule or intervene on this issue 
-At the end of the travel season (at the conclusion of the AZYHL playioffs) 2nd year 
Mites may play squirts 



-1st year Mites may not play up an age group regardless of the season.  (i.e. summer 
house leagues). Rinks need to be reminded of this policy.  This is an existing policy and 
must be adhered to. 

4. Tentatively holding meeting January 24th @ 6:30 pm to discuss Scottsdale Jamboree, 
upcoming jamboree at Gilbert and Chandler.  



USA Hockey Officiating Report 
January 2018 

Submitted by Bryan D. Eisentraut 
 
 

Registration Summary and Comparison 
 
79% of officials registered for the 2017-18 season have completed all of their registration requirements. At this time last year we had 
a completion rate of 70% so we have had a significant increase in the proportion of officials who have completed all registration 
requirements. 
 
In the next month it is expected that we will have more completed officials at every level for the 2017-18 season except for Level 4. 
The drop in Level 4 officials was expected because Arizona is not hosting a national championship this season. The Level 4 
designation is only a requirement to travel out-of-state for national tournaments. 
 

2017-18 USA Hockey Officials Registration Data as of 12/30/2017 
              

 2017-18   2016-17 (As of 12/31/2016)   2016-17 (End of Season) 

 Complete Incomplete TOTAL   Complete Incomplete TOTAL   Complete Incomplete TOTAL 

Level 1 97 39 136  Level 1 76 66 142  Level 1 86 57 143 

Level 2 67 14 81  Level 2 65 13 78  Level 2 67 9 76 

Level 3 55 6 61  Level 3 57 10 67  Level 3 60 7 67 

Level 4 3 0 3  Level 4 11 0 11  Level 4 11 0 11 

 222 59    209 89    224 73  

 281    298    297  
 
 
 
 



Seminars 
 
We will begin planning for the 2018-19 seminar season within the next month. The first step is to identify potential ice slots at the 
various rinks across the valley. Typically we have not been able to schedule dates late due to rinks wanting to reserve time for 
leagues/teams. This is detrimental because officials do not have sufficient notice to plan for seminars. 
 
This year we are attempting to have fewer seminars with more seats and to schedule these seminars far in advance. This will require 
us to have multiple sheets of ice at a single facility for each seminar. The cooperation of the rinks to get this scheduled would be 
much appreciated. 
 
USA Hockey Evaluations 
 
For the first four months of the 2017-18 season, the evaluation program has focused on new and developing officials. Below are 
summary statistics for the evaluations that have been completed from 8/1/2017 through 12/31/2017. 
 
Total Evaluations Completed:  79 
Unique Officials Evaluated:  57 
 
Level of Officials Evaluated: 
 Level 1: 31 
 Level 2:  28 
 Level 3: 19 
 Level 4: 1 
 
Positions of Officials Evaluated 
 2-Official: 55 
 Linesman: 12 
 Referee: 12 
 
For the remainder of the 2017-18 season, evaluations will focus on higher level games and games using the 3-official or 4-official 
system. Lower-level officials/games will still be completed but will not be the primary focus. 



AHOA/AHRA January Officiating Report 

Highlights: 

December Game Summary 

Youth House 143 

Youth Travel 374 

Adult 358 

ACHA 11 

Total Games 886 

 

 December Tier I festival 

 Move to new Non-Profit status  

New initiatives: 

 Prepare for end of year tournaments 

 Prepare for Cactus Cup and Presidents Day Tournaments 





 

 
AAHA Meeting 
1/9/18 
 
 
 
 
Adult Hockey Report 
 
 
 
 Adult Arizona Adult Hockey Championships 
Reaching out to adult hockey directors this month for ice availability and general 
tournament direction/ideas for the annual tournament. Past years it has been the 2nd 
weekend in June. USA Hockey may be interested in being more involved in our state 
tournament. More on that later.  
 
 
Adult Beginner Classes 
Reaching out to adult hockey directors about their learn-to-play-hockey programs for 
adults. Talking to Shott regarding the Coyotes/USA Hockey free sets of adult gear.  
 
 
 
Note: I’m always open to any ideas regarding adult hockey initiatives/ clinics/ etc.  
 
 
 
--Adam Mims  




