
 

 

United States Adult Soccer Association 
National Board of Directors’ Meeting 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
January 20, 2018 

 
 
Meeting called to order circa 9:00 am EST    

   
1. Roll Call: President, John Motta; Vice President, Richard Moeller; Treasurer, 
Lori Stoneburner; Region I Director, Fritz Marth; Region III Director, Darius Ejlali; 
Region IV Director, Paul Scherer; At-large Director, Werner Fricker; At-large 
Director, Cezar Wasecki (by phone).  
 
Also in attendance: Duncan Riddle, Executive Director 
 
Excused: Secretary, Shonna Schroedl; Region II Director, Bill Davey. 
 
Notable Guests: USSF presidential candidates Kathy Carter and Eric Wynalda 
briefly addressed the Board. 
 
2. Minutes of the December 6, 2017 NBOD meeting were approved. 
 
3. President’s Report – John Motta 
  

• John asked if there were any questions regarding the recent USSF Board 
meeting. There were none. 

 

• John reported that the Adult Commissioners’ discussed the voting strength 
of Adult Council members at the upcoming AGM.  It was agreed that the 
most recent voting strengths of non-State Association organizational 
members and affiliates would apply for the 2018 USSF AGM, and that 
voting strength going forward will be further discussed at the USASA AGM 
this fall. 

 

• John reported that he was very impressed with the joint Commissioners’ 
meeting held this past Thursday in Philadelphia.  John noted that Don 
Garber offered the help of the Professional Council and asked how the 
Professional Council could help the other Councils.  It was decided that 
the Commissioners would go back to their Councils to further discuss 
needs and thereafter a committee made up of one Commissioner from 
each Council will review these needs and ideas, prioritize them and 
develop an action plan.  Fee structure was also discussed by the 
Commissioners who agreed that at the 2018 USSF AGM a joint proposal 
to go back to the 2001 fees will be presented. 

 



 

 

• John discussed the possibility of our cooperating with the American 
Outlaws fan group which currently has 196 chapters.  John met with them 
yesterday and reported that the Outlaws are looking for something to keep 
their members motivated after the US Men’s National Team failure to 
qualify for the World Cup.  One idea John presented was running mini-
tournaments with the Outlaws.  John however noted that the Outlaws want 
to remain outside the [US Soccer] Federation structure so they can 
unhypocritically criticize Federation actions if they desire.  

 
3. Executive Director’s Report – Duncan Riddle   
  

• Duncan informed the NBOD that the UPSL, NPSL (both National 
Leagues) have applied for USASA League Tier 1 status and that the 
Cosmopolitan Soccer League (member of ENYSA & NJSA) has applied 
for Tier 3 status. 

 

• At this time Fritz Marth made a motion that the San Francisco Soccer 
Football League, the National Soccer League of Chicago, and the 
Cosmopolitan Soccer League, be recognized as USASA Tier 3 Leagues, if 
they desire, despite those leagues not meeting the four-state geographical 
expanse requirement, provided they continue to register their players 
through their respective state association.  Darius Ejlali seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed with six Yeas, and one Abstention. 

 

• A brief discussion took place regarding a possible Tier 4 category for state 
association affiliated leagues. 

 

• Duncan noted that we need to put together a three person panel to review 
USASA League applications.  Fritz Marth suggestion utilizing veteran 
members of USASA (“elder statesmen”) for this committee. 

 

• Duncan expressed that he was happy with how yesterday’s meeting with 
potential USASA [Tiered] Leagues went. 

 

• Duncan distributed a draft of proposed social media guidelines for the 
NBOD’s review and further discussion at the NBOD meeting in Orlando 
this February. 

 

• The 2018 Events schedule was discussed and finalized as follows: 
o 02/08 NBOD Meeting in Orlando (5 PM) 
o 02/09 USASA National Council Meeting in Orlando (12 noon lunch, 

12:30 PM meeting start) 
o 04/19 - 04/20 Next set of Adult State meetings in Kansas City 
o 06/01 - 06/03 Steinbrecher Cup in New Britain, CT (w/ NBOD 

meeting) 
o 07/11 - 07/15 Soccer Fest in Bellingham, WA 



 

 

o 09/20 - 09/23 USASA AGM in Buffalo, NY 
o 09/21 (Morning) Regional meetings 
o 09/21 (Afternoon/Evening) Niagara Falls (Maid of the Mist) event 

followed by W. NY sponsored reception 
o 09/22 (Morning/Afternoon) National Council Meeting and 

Educational Sessions 
o 09/22 (Evening) Hall of Fame Dinner 

 

• Duncan reported that 2017 player registrations will appear 4000 down 
from last year but that is due to late payments and not necessarily a drop 
in membership.  Actual membership is within 100 players of 2016 
numbers, however, the late payments will be credited to the 2018 
registration numbers. 

 

• John mentioned that we should revisit bylaw changes relative to voting 
strengths for our non-state association members.  Some of these 
members are contemplating leaving USASA as a result of losing voting 
privileges. 

 

• Duncan noted that he is pushing for clarity on USSF liability insurance 
requirements which require all members have $2 million in liability 
coverage with participant accident coverage.  K&K has reviewed the new 
wording in this regard with USSF legal counsel, and the USSF Rules 
Committee presented their review of same to the USSF Board.  Final 
adoption of clarifying changes to the policy has been postponed until the 
2018 Orlando AGM to allow USSSA to prepare for the changes that would 
affect them regarding participant accident coverage. 

 
5. Treasurer’s Report – Lori Stoneburner.  Lori reminded everyone to please 
timely submit their expenses. 
 
6. Referee Committee Report – John Motta.  The Referee Committee has been 
soliciting feedback on the USSF proposals regarding SRA’s etc.  There was a 
general agreement among the USASA NBOD that it best to let this issue stay 
dormant as long as USSF does not move forward with it. 
 
7. U.S. Soccer Foundation.  Gianfranco Borroni is currently the only announced 
Adult Council candidate for the Foundation Board, although Richard Groff had at 
one time mentioned possibly seeking that position.  If there are multiple 
candidates an election will be held at the Adult Council meeting in Orlando this 
February.  
 
8. The Board confirmed that both a USASA National Council meeting and an 
Adult Council meeting will be held at the USSF AGM in Orlando this February. 
 



 

 

9.  Insurance – Paul Scherer.  Paul noted that here is still a problem with 
incomplete paperwork being submitted for claims, especially as regards injuries.  
Completeness is important.  Paul explained that it appears most of the claimed 
injuries appear to ones that would result from a lack of proper conditioning, and 
this is something that should be addressed with the teams.  The next highest 
amount of claims stem from fractures and knee injuries.  Current claims for 2017 
stand at $482,000 and even with a potential outstanding claim USASA would still 
be below the 2016 claim amount.  USASA is currently expecting a rebate for 
2016 which could be as high as $90,000.  Darius Ejlali mentioned that we need 
to remain vigilant in addressing referee assault and abuse prevention which, on a 
positive note, is a claim area which appears to be going down. 
 
10.  Cosmopolitan League Grievance with NJSA.  Fritz Marth updated the Board 
that NJSA has set a hearing date of February 2, 2018 with the hearing to take 
place in Newark, NJ. 
 
11.  Governance Committee Report.  Fritz Marth pointed out various errors and 
perceived mischaracterizations in the Governance Committee’s post 2017 Mid-
year Meeting report.  It was requested that Duncan review these concerns with 
David Guthrie, Chairman of the Governance Committee. 
 
Executive Session 
 
An Executive session was held to discuss: i) the recording of NBOD meetings; ii) 
USSF presidential election; and iii) Independent directors on the USASA NBOD.  
After discussion of these topics, an additional topic regarding paid vacation of 
USASA staff took place. The following actions were taken: 
 

• John Motta moved and Darius Ejlali seconded that NBOD meetings not be 
recorded.  The motion passed without objection. 
 

• Cesar Wasecki moved to increase paid vacation for USASA staff to three 
weeks paid vacation during years one through four of employment; four 
weeks during years five to nine of employment; and five weeks year ten of 
employment and beyond.  The motion was seconded and passed. 

 
The meeting was adjourned after Executive Session.  
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Fritz T. Marth, Regional Director - Region I 
 


