
Fishing Regulations: The following regulations have been established on the following 
species to maintain and provide sport fishing. The area in which these regulations  
apply and will be enforced is located at the Twin Lakes Recreational Area—Donut Lake. 

Channel Catfish: are scaleless and have slender bodies, 

deeply forked tails, barbels around the mouth, and curved anal 
fins with 24- 30 rays. Color varies, but is  generally bluish-silver 
on the upper half of the body and silver to white on the lower 
half. Most young fish have spots on the body. They have sharp 
spines in the dorsal and pectoral fins. 

Tiger Muskie:  have the cheek and gill cover scale  

pattern of northern pike, but the barred dark body markings on a 
light background like the muskellunge. Averaging 24 to 38 inches, 
adult tiger muskellunge are larger than northern pike, but smaller 
than muskellunge. 

Bluegills: have small mouths and oval-shaped, almost 

rounded, bodies they are somewhat lavender and bronze 
with about six dark bars on their sides. The breast is silver 
to slightly blue most of the year, with some yellow or or-
ange during spawning season.  Two distinctive characteris-
tics are the prominent black spot on the rear edge of the 
gill-cover and a black spot at the base of the posterior por-
tion of the dorsal fin.  

Large Mouth Bass: It generally has light greenish to brownish 

sides with a dark lateral line which tends to break into blotches 
towards the tail. It is easily  distinguishable because the upper jaw 
extends beyond the rear edge of the eye. Also, its first and second 
dorsal fins are almost separated by an obvious deep dip, and there 
are no scales on the soft-rayed second dorsal fin or on the anal fin.  

Yellow Bass: the belly may take on a yellow colors from 

which the species derives its common name, two lowermost 
stripes are distinctively broken just posterior to the middle, 
and third the second and third anal spines are approximately 
equal in length.  

Black Bullheads: are typically black to greenish-black on 

the back, ranging to gray or white on the belly. However, in 
muddy water the back may be yellowish-brown. Chin barbels 
are dark or black, never white. The anal fin has 17-21 rays. 

Green Sunfish: has a large mouth and a heavy, black bass 

body shape. The body is dark green, almost blue,  
dorsally, fading to lighter green on the sides, and yellow to 
white ventrally. Faint vertical bars are apparent on the sides. 
Some scales have turquoise spots. 

Common Carp 
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DAILY CREEL & SIZE LIMITS 
Fish Type   Creel Limit   Minimum Size 
Blue Gill   No Limit   No Limit 
Carp/Bullhead   No Limit   No Release 
Channel Catfish   3 
Green Sunfish   No Limit   No Release 
Large Mouth Bass  1    15”    
Yellow Bass   3     

Pike/Small Mouth Bass/Tiger Muskie  Catch & Release ONLY 

ICE FISHING 
The Park District provides ice fishing on the east lake (Donut Lake) at the Twin Lakes Recreation Area (no ice fishing is 
allowed on the west lake of the Twin Lakes Recreation Area).  All ice fishermen should stop at the Twin Lakes Club-
house and purchase a daily fishing pass before proceeding onto the lake.   
 
Fishing is only allowed in designated areas.  No fishing will be allowed in the roped off areas of the ice skating rinks.  
The lake will be opened when the thickness of the lake ice reaches 7” throughout the lake.  At that time, the red warn-
ing flags at the boathouse and the fishing piers will be changed to green and the lake will be open for skating/fishing.  
The lake will remain open until the ice deteriorates below 7” or the ice becomes soft and hollow.   
 
CATCH AND RELEASE 
Donut Lake had been stocked with a number of different breeds of fish.  The Park District has a "catch and release" rule 
on the TIGER MUSKIES AND NORTHERN PIKE in the lake.  The breeding season for the bass runs through June 20th. To 
keep the bass population up, we do not want any of the bass removed until June 20th. Thank you for your cooperation.  
If you have any questions on these rules, please ask.   
 
FISHING FEES 
Daily:   Resident:  Non-Resident: 
Family   $5   $10 
Adult   $3   $5 
Youth   $3   $3 
 
Season Pass  $25   $35 
Family Season Pass $45   $65 
(up to four people)    
    
Season passes run April 1, 2017 through March 31, 2018 regardless of date purchased, and are available at 
the clubhouse (847) 934-6050.  

BOAT RENTALS 
All persons renting any boat are required to leave a valid driver’s license and sign a release waiver.   
 
FISHING BOAT & TROLLING MOTOR RENTAL 
Fishing from two Bass Tracker 14 foot aluminum rowboats will be available during Spring, Summer and Fall.  
1 hour per boat…………$8 
2 hours per boat………..$11 
3-6 hours per boat……..$20 


