
	

	

US ADULT SOCCER ASSOCIATION 
National Board of Directors  

Milwaukee, WI 
August 5, 2017 

 
 
Meeting called to order 9:00 am CDT    

   
Roll call: President, John Motta; Vice President Richard Moeller; Treasurer, Lori 
Stoneburner; Region I Director, Fritz Marth; Region II Director, Bill Davey; Region 
III Director Darius Ejlali; Region IV Director, Paul Scherer; At Large Director, 
Werner Fricker, Jr. 
 
Excused:  Shonna Schroedl, Cezar Wasecki 
 
Also in attendance: Executive Director, Duncan Riddle. 
 
USSF Updates (John Motta & Richard Moeller) 
 
John and Richard attended the most recent USSF NBOD meeting in Palo Alto, 
California.  John and Richard shared the following noteworthy topics of that 
meeting with USASA’s NBOD.  
 
• John asked President Sunil Gullati what USSF’s vision is for the role of adult 

soccer (John followed up on this question with an email).  In response to John 
raising this question, USSF did send its director of coaching to the National 
Amateur Cup Finals being held in Milwaukee this weekend. 

• USSF (in conjunction with the Canadian and Mexican Federations) has the 
goal of hosting the 2026 World Cup.  August 11, 2017 is the deadline to 
submit, to FIFA, an acknowledgement of an associations interest to bid.  So 
far only USSF has submitted such an acknowledgement.  Bids to host are 
due to FIFA by June 13, 2018.   

• USSF currently has some 200 scouts scouting the youth game.  John brought 
to USSF’s attention that they should also be scouting amateur games. 

• A record number of women have been “called-up” for National Team try-outs.  
The youth program for girls now has seven dedicated coaches, and on 
September 2, 2017 a girls’ academy program is starting. 

• Sunil brought up international games fees, and suggested that possibly rather 
than returning the currently allocated portion to the state associations, this 
amount be placed into a type of national grant pool.  [On this topic the USASA 
NBOD discussed various revenue sharing concepts for the national game 
revenue allocation, and while different concepts were brought up, all NBOD 
members agreed that the current allocation remain with the adults at some 
level, and not with the Federation]  



	

	

• USSF’s NBOD toured Facebook’s facilities.  Facebook’s staff noted that 
soccer is the most popular sport in terms of discussion/participation on 
Facebook, being larger than the next four sports combined, with an average 
user age of under-35.  [John noted that he has asked Duncan to follow-up 
with Facebook on how USASA and Facebook can mutually benefit from this 
popularity and USASA’s membership demographic.]	

	
Financials 
 
Treasurer Lori Stoneburner reported that currently USASA has $2 million cash on 
hand, of which $1 million is in the insurance reserve.  Paul Scherer suggested 
that the membership be made aware of our current financials and also stated his 
opinion that USASA needs a greater than $2 million cash reserves.  Bill Davey 
added that the membership should be provided greater detail as to our insurance 
accounting concerning reserves, dividends, expenditures, etc. 
 
Lori will prepare a budget amendment re-allocating the insurance dividend 
currently shown on our balance sheet for a more accurate alignment. 
 
Insurance 
 
A discussion took place on the Regional Directors’ survey of insurance coverage 
requirements in their respective regions.  Results of the survey indicate that only 
a few state associations or leagues require in excess of the $2 million coverage.  
It was generally agreed that it would likely by less expensive for organizations 
that require in excess of $2 million coverage to purchase that additional coverage 
on their own.  It was agreed that USASA would assist those members that do 
need excess coverage and that Des Champs & Gregory should also be prepared 
to assist our members in this regard. 
 
Richard Moeller disagreed with the idea of USASA not carrying any excess 
coverage, noting that USASA’s insurance coverage is a big asset to USASA, and 
that reducing coverage would be perceived negatively by our members.  He also 
mentioned that we do not actually know what the cost would be to our members 
to purchase excess coverage on their own. 
 
Duncan felt that out insurance coverage is still better than that of any other 
competing organizations. 
 
It was mentioned that Andy Gregory will be attending our Mid-year meeting to 
present a full description of our coverage(s). 
 
Paul Scherer noted that we still have participant coverage which most other 
organizations do not. 
 
 



	

	

Player Registration Fees 
 
Bill Davey brought-up the topic of our our player registration fees relative to the 
upcoming insurance premium increase.  He felt that our current fee structure is 
too varied, and we should not consider raising fees to cover the insurance 
premium increase.  Bill also suggested that we consider requesting a fee 
reduction from USSF.  Discussion took place as to how to best approach any 
USSF-fee reduction.  Bill felt that if we receive a $1 USSF-fee reduction, and 
have a uniform $10 USASA-fee for all “liability only” players, we could charge a 
uniform $14 USASA-fee for both premier and standard player categories and still 
have enough income to purchase an excess insurance policy of $1 million.  
 
After some brief further discussion Bill Davey made the motion to charge all 
“liability only” players a USASA-fee of $9.  Darius Ejlali seconded the motion, and 
it was unanimously approved, taking effect in 2018. 
 
The NBOD authorized John to discuss the possibility of USSF-fee reduction with 
USSF. 
 
The office was directed to inform the membership, via Constant Contact, of the 
elimination of the $3 million excess insurance coverage. 
 
Futsal Presentation 
 
Keith Tozer gave a presentation on the growth of the Professional Futsal League, 
and suggested the possibility of a USASA sponsored national Futsal 
championship. 
 
Executive Director’s Report  
 
• All regions were asked to use the same bank as USASA does, that being 

Chase. 
• USASA will create sub-accounts for all tournaments and events to better track 

accounting [income/expenses] for individual events. 

• The Investment Committee will be given USASA fee and insurance 
information based on today’s actions, and they will provide that information to 
two potential financial advisors who will make presentations to the NBOD. 

• Staffing was discussed.  Anthony Isabella will be leaving to go to Italy for an 
extended period.  His duties will be taken over by Jeff [last name?], a new 
hire whose main role will be graphics and web page content. 

• Duncan noted that although participation in the game is growing our 
associations are not.  He suggested that we consider focusing more on 
providing greater services for and to our existing members than purely on 
growth. 



	

	

• The office will be providing administrative support to Region IV to assist in 
Region IV’s efforts in running the Cups. 

• The Champions League has folded. 

• Duncan mentioned that we might want to consider revising USASA election 
and nominations procedures. 

• USASA will be moving to the Federation’s national date system which is a 
Blue Star system but “white labeled” for USSF.  USSF will make a 
presentation in this regard at our MYM.  It was noted that the data sharing of 
the new system may result in reluctance to join USASA; and also that we will 
need to help our state associations transition to the new system. 

• National League standards were discussed along with the By-law proposals 
regarding reclassification of National and Regional Leagues.  Discussion took 
place around the concept of developing a tiered “pyramid” structure within 
USASA.  Requirements for those leagues to participate in USASA 
competitions was discussed.  The draft of a Disciplinary Handbook was briefly 
reviewed.  All agreed that moving towards the tiered structure was beneficial 
and appropriate and the following time line was laid out: 
o By-law changes approved at MYM 
o A committee of Duncan Riddle, Werner Fricker, and Richard Moeller 

would finalize documents on league standards and criteria.  This 
document would be presented to the NBOD for approval at the MYM.  The 
NBOD was to provide this committee comments and suggestions at any 
time, beginning today. 

o Angelo Bratsis, Bill Davey, and Duncan Riddle will begin to develop 
disciplinary policies. 

 
Executive Session  
 
Executive Session was called to discussed strategic tasks for the Executive 
Director which John will then discuss with Duncan. 
 
Adjournment 
 
Bill Davey motioned to adjourn at 2:55 PM, at which time the meeting was 
adjourned. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Fritz T. Marth, Region I Director 
 
The next in-person NBOD will be January 20, 2018 in Philadelphia, PA.	


