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Payment: 
The individual fee will be $425, presuming payment is made on time (prior to the first game of the season).  Due to a number of issues with the team fee being paid in a timely manner last season, we are offering a $100 discount for teams who pay the entire team fee prior to their first game (this means payment received in full, not "oh, one guy forgot to pay").  For the $5,200 price, the entire amount must be collected prior to the team's second game or violating teams will incur a $150 late fee (making the team fee $5,350). If all dues are not received by the third game, everyone on the team will have to pay $425 PLUS a $25 individual late fee if they want to participate.  Otherwise, the team will be removed from the league. There will be no exceptions to this. If your players want the discount, they will need to make time to get you their payment ahead of time, unless you want to cover the amount and have them reimburse you.  Also, the individual fee of $425 is only applicable through the second game of the season. Any payments received after the second week will incur a $25 late fee.  If the payment is not received by the third game, the player will be removed from the league.  
Team Captain / Assistant Captain: All teams will identify a team Captain, and two Assistant Captains. These individuals will be used for communication with the team, ensuring team rosters and payments are complete and are held accountable for all team infractions to league rules on player rosters. During games, teams will be required to have a Captain or an Assistant Captain present. Teams who do not have a Captain or an Assistant Captain present for a game will be required to designate a Captain prior to the start of the game by annotating on the score sheet who the Captain will be. This person will be responsible for team infractions to roster rules in the absence of the regular captain(s).
Rosters/ Substitute players: All teams must submit their team Roster prior to the start of the season. Rosters are capped at 25 players for teams that pay the league assigned “Team Fee”.  At no point in the season can a team with 25 players add a player to their roster. (Exceptions to this rule will be granted by the league, if a team is replacing an injured player who can’t complete the remainder of the season. Once the exception is made, the injured player is not eligible to return for that season unless his or her replacement player is being removed from the roster.)  Rosters must include full name, USA Hockey #, and permanent jersey number. 
Jersey numbers – no longer are teams allowed to have unrostered players, or players without an assigned number or duplicate numbers during game play. Players entering the ice surface with a jersey that does not have a number will also be removed from the game.
Substitute players are NOT PERMITTED under any circumstance. Teams may only use players on their 25 man roster. Teams are permitted to challenge a team’s roster prior to or immediately following a game. There will be a box on the score sheet for team captains to mark their challenge by identifying the player’s # on the team roster. Players being challenged will be required to show photo identification to the score keeper. Players who refuse or fail to show identification will result in a one game suspension for the team captain (or designee for that game.) Team Captains (or designee for that game) on teams who are challenged and found to be using an illegal player will be suspended for THREE GAMES on the first offense. Any subsequent violation of the substitute rule will result in the suspension of the team captain for the remainder of the season.
League Approved Team Jerseys: We will be requiring all teams to have league approved jerseys. This requires that all teams submit their jersey color choice to the league (color assignment is done on a first come first serve basis, those teams with existing jerseys will be given priority on colors they are currently using).  All teams will be required to wear their approved jersey the ENTIRE season. Teams who need assistance with purchasing jerseys should notify the league and we will put you in contact with a vendor.
Penalty Minutes:
The suspensions for penalty minutes for next season will be as follows:
A one game suspension is included with ALL game misconduct penalties (game misconduct penalties will be automatically assessed as part of a major penalties)

ALL match penalties automatically result in a minimum 30-day suspension. During the 30-day suspension, the league will conduct a hearing to determine any further disciplinary action. The league will notify the player through the team captain of the hearing date; all hearings will take place at the Haymarket Iceplex.
**Any player found to be participating in league games during a suspension will be suspended for the remainder of the season.** 
Any player, who receives a major penalty in a game and is losing by 5 goals or more at the time of the penalty, will receive an additional one game suspension. ALL coincidental major penalties are subject to additional suspensions at the league's discretion.
If a player at any point in the season amasses 2 major penalties, that player will be suspended for the remainder of the season.  If a player attains a 2nd major in a postseason game, that player will be suspended for the remainder of the postseason AND the first 5 games of the following season.
Any player, who amasses 25 penalty minutes in their first 8 games, will be suspended for one game.
Any player, who amasses 35 penalty minutes in their first 12 games, will be suspended for one game.

Any player, who reaches 50 penalty minutes in the regular season (60 minutes including the postseason), will be suspended for the rest of the season and the following season.
Any player who receives FOUR penalties in one game will be ejected from that game when the 4th penalty is assessed. (This does not include a suspension unless one of the other above criteria is met).  If a player somehow receives FIVE penalties in a game, that player will receive a Game Misconduct and will be suspended for 1 game (or more, if one or more of the above criteria is met). 
Playoff Rules
In the case of a regular season record tie, the following will be the tie-breakers, in this order:
1. Head-to-Head wins (if one of the wins is in OT, but the wins and losses are the same, the team with the OTL will win the tie-breaker)
2. Season point differential vs. all teams
3. Fewest Goals against
4. Most Goals for
5. A playoff seeding game will be played between the two teams if each of the above four criteria are tied
[bookmark: _GoBack]Only rostered players who have participated in at least 8 games for his or her team will be permitted to compete in the playoffs, when 20 or more games in the season, and at least 6 games when fewer than 20.
Overtime in the playoffs will consist of a 15:00 period of 5-on-5 hockey (barring penalties) and will be determined by the first goal scored by either team.  If neither team scores in the initial overtime period, full periods will follow until a team scores.
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