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June 17, 2015
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I.  Roll
Laurie DeFrancesco, Pat Panichas, Gina D’Ambrosio, Robin Deary, Kathy Bielert, Thomas Alberti, Bonnie Butsch, Russ Connelly, Brock Freehling, Maureen Pokorny, Mark Sorrentino

II. The committee welcomed new Competition Chair, Mark Sorrentino, to the CT State Committee. 

III. National Congress – National Congress will be held in Indianapolis, Indiana August 13-15. Region 6’s, Daren Renna has been awarded the Robert E. Miller, Spirit of the Flame award and will be honored at the HOF Luncheon.

	Recommendation to buy a table at National Congress for the HOF Luncheon
	Motion: R. Deary
	Second: P. Panichas
	PASSED
	
IV. Club of the Year

The Connecticut Club of the year is Connecticut Gymnastics Academy of Wallingford.

V. CT State Service Award – the Committee discussed the CT State Service Award

	Recommendation to award the CT State Service Award to Laurie Scanlon
	Motion: P. Panichas
	Second: B. Butsch
	PASSED

VI. Dates for Rising Stars and Working Together for Nationals have been released.
	9/26-9/27 – Rising Stars, Long Island, New Image Gymnastics
	10/4 – Rising Stars Compulsory, Mass.
	10/23 – WTFN, Aim High (Invite or Petition Only)
	10/24-10/25 – Rising Stars, RI
	11/8 – Rising Stars, Coaches and Judges, Rochester, NY

VII. Financial Report –The CT Financial Report will be posted on the CT Website after 7/31/15.  Committee members received the financial report to date.   Connecticut continues to be in good fiscal health.

VIII. J. O. Report

1.   JO Nationals – Starting in 2016, there will be no NIT at JO Nationals. Four age groups will be added to JO Nationals (Junior A,B,C,D,E,F & Senior A,B,C,D,E,F)

2. Level 7 & 8 Regionals – Starting in 2016, there will be a new format for Level 7 & 8 Regionals. There will be one Super 7 Team for each Level and the remainder of the qualifiers based on a % of State qualifiers will compete as All-Stars.

3. Regional Developmental Team - Laurie reported that the Region believes the Regional Developmental Team started last year has already started to make a difference with Region 6 making a better showing this year at Level 9 Easterns.  There are three developmental camps scheduled for 2015:

	June 27-28 – Aim High Gymnastics
	September 12-13 – CGA
	October 10-11 - GMGC 

4. Regional Apparel – RJOCC, Larry Goldsmith, has asked that each state make a donation to the Regional Apparel Fund.

Recommendation to donate $1000.00 to the Regional Apparel Fund
Motion: K. Bielert
Second: P. Panichas
PASSED

5. New JO Rules – Laurie reviewed the new JO rules recently approved by the NJOC and NTC.  The full Joint Meeting of the NJOC & NTC Minutes is available online with a link provided on the CT Website. All are encouraged to read carefully as there are many new rules in effect. The following select new Vaulting rules were reviewed.
	
A. For Level 8 Vault only, The athlete may choose to attempt one or two vaults. If she decides to perform the second vault, she is declaring the score of the second vault as her final and official score regardless of the result.

B. For Level 8 Vault only, if the coach spots the gymnast during the post flight, a 1.00 deduction is applied rather than voiding the vault. The current 0.50 deduction for spotting assistance upon the landing is still in effect.

C. At all Levels if a gymnast touches the board and/or table without going over the table, then this counts as one of the three attempts and is considered a balk. If two balks are performed in the three attempts, the gymnast receives the score for the one vault performed.

IX. Connecticut HOF and Champions Banquet – the committee discussed the success of the first HOF and Champions Banquet and ways to improve for this year. The Banquet will be held November 20th at Zandri’s in Wallingford from 4:30 -9:30 PM. A subcommittee has been formed to create criteria for induction into the HOF and to research possible inductees.

X. State Calendar/Clinics – 

1. The committee set the calendar for all State Cups and State Championships for this season. There was some discussion about the CT State Committee running 7-10 State Championships if no acceptable bids are submitted. This will be further explored at a later date if the need arises for the state to run the 7-10 Championships.

		Level 4 & 5 State Championships – February 20-21, 2016
		Level 7-10 State Championships – March 19-20, 2016
		Level 6 State Championships & Level 3 State Cup – April 2-3, 2016
		XCEL Gold, Platinum & Diamond State Championships – April 23-24, 2016
		XCEL Silver State Championships – April 30-May 1, 2016
		XCEL Bronze State Cup – May 14-15, 2016

2. CT State Clinic – The committee set the date of September 20, 2015 for a Beginner Optional Clinic (Levels 5-7). There will be two sessions with the State Open meeting held in between sessions. The site and exact format is TBD.

3. Meet Maker – The committee discussed using meet maker for registering for all State meets. The fees associated with this are being explored and at this time, no decision was made to use meet maker for State Championship registrations.

XI. TOPS – Laurie reported that for now, Mike Moosey is the CT and RI State Manager. The committee will address the issue of appointing a full time CT State Manager if the need arises at a later date. There are two State TOPs tests scheduled in CT:  July 18, 2015 at Arena and July 25, 2015 at GET.  Registration is to be completed online through the USA Gymnastics national website.

XII. XCEL – The committee discussed the expected growth of the XCEL program and the need to separate XCEL (Silver) and (Gold, Platinum & Diamond) State Championships into separate weekends. 
Recommendation that there is no “open” scoring required in XCEL competitions.
Motion: K. Bielert
Second: R. Connelly
PASSED

The committee discussed dropping back through XCEL Divisions during the year. It was decided that one “declaration” date would be chosen. After this date, whatever Division an athlete competes in a sanctioned competition would be her designated Division for the remainder of the season.

Recommendation to set March 26, 2016 as the declaration date for all XCEL divisions.
Motion: G. D’Ambrosio
Second: B. Butsch
PASSED

XIII. Judges Assigning- The committee reviewed the process for choosing Regional Judges.  It is the responsibility of the State Committee to oversee the selection of officials for State Championships and make recommendations for assignments to Regional Meets. NAWGJ provides a list of all eligible and available officials for the State Committee’s consideration. The committee submits their choices to the appropriate Judging representative who compiles the recommendations to send to the Regional Committee. 

The committee should have their Regional selections to Pat Panichas by August 11, 2015 for this season.

The committee discussed the need for judges to be as timely as possible with their availability and to let the assigner know if they no longer become available for assignments to avoid being assigned to competitions that they can no longer judge. USAG and NAWGJ will make the state meet availability and assignments in a more timely fashion.
 
The committee discussed the perceived issue of judges not applying the rules properly and consistently, not taking the correct deductions and coming up with some very high scores. There is a perception that some judges may be rewarded for higher scoring by being placed on more Invitationals.

Recommendation that for all state qualifying competitions including Invitationals, at least half of the judges must be assigned through the State Assigner.
Motion: R. Deary
Second: M. Pokorny
PASSED

XIV. Apparel – The committee discussed the current policies on apparel for Regional qualifiers.  
	
	Recommendation to outfit XCEL coaches with T-Shirts only.
	Motion: G. D’Ambrosio
	Second: K. Bielert
	PASSED

Meeting Adjourned at 11:17 PM



	 



  



	
