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Impact Detroit Highlights 
and Recap 

One hundred and ten Covenanters 
participated in a 2 day Detroit area 
mission leading up to Gather ‘17. 
Participants were involved with 
hands-on ministry and workshops at 
four sites around metro Detroit.  
“Think Like a Church Plant” workshops 
were held during the day Wednesday 
at LifeChurch Canton. Presenters 
covered topics such as 7 Systems of a 
Healthy Church, Evangelism, 
Connections, Worship Design, 
Leadership Development, 
Discipleship and Children’s Ministry. 
Those at the Citadel of Faith site 
partnered with Central Detroit 
Christian Community Development 
(CDC). They focused on yard work and 
setting up a new preschool.
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City Covenant Church offered 
many opportunities for the people 
of the Brightmoor neighborhood 
(one of the most under-resourced 
in Detroit). Covenanters were 
involved with the the kid’s 
program, yard work, painting and 
playground restoration.  

At Hope Community Church on 
Detroit’s east side, participants 
learned about ‘Overcoming the 
Obstacle of Food Disparity’ by 
touring Hope’s food pantry and an 
urban garden. They were also led 
in a walk by Kevin Butcher along 
the Detroit/Grosse Pointe divide 
where he spoke about the history 
of race and understanding 
privilege. They also went door to 
door to invite neighbors to the 
event held on Thursday. On 
Thursday, the participants heard 
from the founder of Hope House 
Detroit and learned how they 
could implement some of the 
programs in their home churches. 

When asked about how Impact 
Detroit impacted his church, 
Pastor Semmeal Thomas of City 
Covenant said, “Impact was the 
proper term - it helped us as a 
church plant to grow trust with 
the community. They see that the 
church is not here to take, but to 
give and to create community 
together.” 

> Watch the Impact Detroit Highlights video at  
https://youtu.be/i9XQMYObyb0

Vitality Pastors 
Getaway Day 

Sept 26-27, 2017  
Hampton Inn, Oregon, OH 

Open to all GLC pastors who 
have been involved with 
Vitality, those who will be 
involved starting in the fall of 
2017, pastors who are now at 
churches that have connected 
with Vitality and pastors who 
would like to know more about 
Congregational Vitality. 

Pastor Russ Carlson will be 
leading times of conversation 
on healthy boundaries for 
pastors. You will also have a 
chance to hear from pastors 
and their church experiences in 
Vitality and hear about the 
exciting developments in 
Vitality in the GLC. 

Meals and hotel costs are paid 
by GLC Congregational Vitality. 

For more information or to 
register please contact Mike 
Przybylski (mikeprizz1949@ 
gmail.com, 419-704-6011).  
Note: This is a pastors-only event.

GLC Happenings at 
the 2017 ECC Annual 
Meeting 

Gather ‘17 was held in 
Detroit, Michigan from June 
22 -24. 

• Grace Community 
Covenant Church, 
Louisville, KY was accepted 
into membership in the 
ECC. 

• During the Saturday 
ordination service, 9 from 
the GLC were ordained to 
Word and Sacrament. 

• Clergy Lifetime Service 
Recognition was given to 
Tom Sharkey, First 
Covenant Church, 
Youngstown, OH 

• It was announced that City 
Covenant Church in 
Detroit, Michigan will 
partner with the ECC on 
the launch of a new Bezalel 
community development 
project. 

• Douglas Lunde of 
Thornapple Covenant 
Church in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan was given the 
T.W. Anderson Award 
recognizing outstanding 
laypeople. 
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