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Sioux Falls Youth Hockey Association  
Board of Directors Meeting 

April 5, 2017 - 6:30pm – Conference Room – 5000 S. Minnesota Ave 
 
President John Sievert called the Sioux Falls Youth Hockey Association Board of Directors 
meeting to order. 

Board members in attendance were: 
Matt George (V.P.), Bryan Kouri (Past President), Mindy Hansen (Tournament Dir.), 
Brian Schumacher (City League Dir.), Bryce Pattison (Development Dir.), Kyle Hanisch 
(Treas.) and Matt Althoff (Sec.). Todd Ramsey (Travel League Dir.) was excused.  Thus, 
a quorum was present. 
 

Also attending were Wendy McDonnel (Dir of Operations), Cole Turner (Treasurer-elect) and 
Matt Carlson (Secretary-elect). 

Open Forum 

Mrs. Lisa Carlson addressed the board in reference to a possible revision to the Association 
bylaws which the Board had on its agenda and which would place limits on eligibility for serving 
on the Board of Directors.  A suggested draft of the document precluded SFYHA-coaches from 
serving on the board.  Her comments were in protest of the preclusion.  The matter would be 
formally taken up by the Board during the New Business portion of the meeting. 

John Sievert provided a summary of actions either deliberated or taken by the South Dakota 
Amateur Hockey Association Board at its meeting held the preceding Saturday.  Highlights 
included: 

1. Discussion on whether expanding the requirement to participate in the USA Hockey’s 
SafeSport annual training to include appointed positions within local clubs and possibly to all 
adults. 

2. The process of scheduling SDAHA-league games continues to absorb variables which 
complicate the task.  The state board continues its discernment over the possible ‘fixing’ of 
some variables (designating ‘tournament weekends’, eg) so as to ensure this essential task 
can be done in a just way. 

3. The SDAHA will be welcoming another, new member this fall:  Northern Hills/Spearfish 
petitioned the board to field a PeeWee-level team this fall. 

4. A proposal that would allow a single varsity and a single junior varsity team per club was 

enacted by the SDAHA. 

Treasurers Report – A mid-term (Feb 28, 2017) statement of financial position was reviewed.  
Hansen motioned and Kouri seconded a motion which passed unanimously by the Board to 
adopt the report. 
Discussion was held about the ‘run-out’ on the balance of the season.  With nearly all expected 
invoices having been submitted and deposits for unearned volunteer credits soon to be cashed, 
the Association is projected to realize approximately $90,000 in revenues above budget with its 
expenses coming in at roughly $60,000 over budget.  As the budget passed was balanced, if 
realized this would result in a net gain on the fiscal year.  This will be analyzed in the weeks 
ahead.  The Association’s fiscal year-end is April 30. 
Travel League Report – In light of Ramsey’s absence from the meeting, a report was not given. 
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City League Report – Schumacher presented to the Board a proposal to change the 
nomenclature of the current “Older City League” to the “Advanced City League.”  After 
discussion, the motion carried unanimously (2nd by Hansen).  The revision will take effect in the 
upcoming 2017-18 season. 
 
Schumacher reported that the program to bring new jerseys to the Advanced City League 
adopted by the board at its March meeting was being implemented. 
 
Development Report – Pattison discussed recent prospecting done in an effort to identify firms 
that might be interested in partnering with the SFYHA.  Suggestions of companies/firms and any 
contacts associated with them are welcomed.  Please forward these either to the Development 
Director or the Director of Operations. 
 
Tournaments Report – Hansen updated the board on SDAHA Girls Varsity tournament hosted 
by the SFYHA.  Beyond producing a quality tournament and opening ceremonies which 
received many compliments from representatives of participating associations along with the 
SDAHA Board, the tournament went smoothly and netted an income to the SFYHA. 

In the context of tournaments/games by others recently held at the Scheels IcePlex, the Board 
held discussion on the use of SFYHA-owned equipment by other clubs and/or non-SFYHA 
hosted tournaments.  The computers which have software and music loaded on it to provide 
bumper music during games are believed to be property of the SFYHA, gifts from Mr. Randy 
Preston.  The ChromeBooks used for live-scoring via the Sports Engine platform are known to 
be assets purchased by the SFYHA.  The Director of Operations was asked to confirm with the 
rink manager which electronic devices or other equipment are SFYHA-owned and to ensure a 
clear policy about their use is developed. 

 
Director of Hockey Report – In advance of the meeting and with the knowledge that he would 
be absent from the meeting, Houck provided a written summary of his SFYHA activities since 
the last meeting.  Highlights included: 
 

- Attending multiple SDAHA-tournament games in which Flyers teams were playing and 
offering constructive observations to coaches 

- Ran a “Let’s Try Hockey” event.  Believes that 8-10 of the 12 attendees will register in 
the spring. 

- Coordinated the start-up to the spring 3v3 league.  Securing goalies for the games 
has, unfortunately, consumed an inordinate amount of his time.  Nonetheless, the 
subscription to the program has been high and the quality of the play constructive for 
player development. 

- Participated in multiple Disciplinary Committee meetings resulting from multiple 
incidents of off-ice conduct by SFYHA members that were brought to the attention of 
administration and board. 

- Set-up summer training regimens for multiple SFYHA skaters who solicited his 
counsel. 

 
Director of Operations Report – McDonnel offered a report summarizing her activities since 
the March board meeting.  Areas of emphasis included: 

- Facilitated and participated in multiple Disciplinary Committee meetings resulting from 
multiple incidents of off-ice conduct by SFYHA members that were brought to the 
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attention of administration and board.  This also included participating in meetings 
with parents. 

- 86 registrants for the Spring 3v3, 12 for the Let’s Try Hockey, and 16 for the mini-
atoms programs held in March. 

- Continued review and refinement of budget in preparation for upcoming fiscal year, 
including the development of a schedule of ice demands the SFYHA will have for the 
IcePlex. 

- Made preparations for registration for the 2017-18 season to begin much sooner and 
to include progress billing on registration (and fundraising?) fees. 

- Participation in the End of Year events held at the Avera Prairie Center. 
 
New Business 

Proposed revisions to the current play-up policy, revisions that better-reflect the administrative 
structure of the SFYHA by properly invoking the Director of Hockey and that also explicitly 
preclude Board of Directors members to serve as the former coach endorsing any play-up 
request, were considered by the board.  After discussion, the policy was revised in accord with 
suggested wording revisions advanced to the Board by Kouri (seconded by George, unanimous 
vote in favor). 
 
A proposed re-ordering of the various subchapters detailing the composition of the board and a 
proposed amendment to the existing bylaws that would preclude coaches and employees of the 
SFYHA from serving on the board were advanced to the Board for consideration ahead of its 
meeting.  The re-ordering was deemed a housekeeping item and merited no discussion from the 
Board.  Both received a motion to adopt and a second meriting further discussion by the Board. 
 
The proposed amendment led to discussion with opposing viewpoints being expressed.  The 
rationale for the preclusion, which included a ‘grandfather clause’ for any currently serving on 
the board or recently-elected to the board, was to avoid situations where a conflict of interest 
exists.  Conflicts clearly arise when relating to determining an appropriate level of 
compensation.  Discussion evidenced that conflicts can reasonably be perceived in other areas, 
namely in the establishment of a practice schedule, the establishment of numbers of teams per 
league-level to be fielded in a given season, and the number of allowed tournaments/games in a 
given season. 
 
After discussion, the proposed amendment was revised to read as follows (motion by Kouri, 
Hansen second, motion passed on a 7-1 vote with Althoff registering the lone opposing vote): 
 

Section 3.  Preclusions from Service on the Board of Directors 
 
Respectful of the policy-making authority entrusted to the Board of Directors and in order 
to preserve an appropriate separation between important influences within the 
Association, any individual serving the SFYHA in a paid position is disallowed from 
serving on the Board of Directors either as an elected or in an appointed position. 

 
Old Business 

The board revisited a proposal for assessing teams participating in home games the costs 
associated with producing those games.  The proposal is both a continuation of the “Friendly 
Policy” adopted last year by the board and a further annotation of policy to provide further 
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guidance to team coordinators and league managers.  After discussion meant to test the 
practicality of the policy and its intent to ensure home games are revenue-neutral to the 
Association, the board voted unanimously to pass the Home Game Policy as proposed for non-
League games hosted by SFYHA teams (Pattison motion, Kouri second). 
 
Similarly, the board voted unanimously to adopt the Jamboree Policy to direct how costs 
associated with multi-team events hosted by the SFYHA (Pattison motion, Althoff second). 
 
The board discussed the TJ Rensch (orange) jerseys.  Noting the controversies that have 
ensued after their use in recent years, the consensus of the board was that their use need be 
strictly limited to varsity teams playing in state championship games.  A policy was not voted 
upon as the inventory of jerseys needed to be confirmed.  The Director of Operations and the 
Equipment Manager were directed to complete an inventory of all jerseys known to exist. 
 
The board discussed the end of year awards ceremonies hosted for the respective leagues at 
the Avera Prairie Center.  The board’s consensus was that the venue, the Avera Prairie Center, 
continues to serve well for the events.   Concerns were expressed over the number of 
players/families that appeared to miss the event because of hockey-related commitments being 
held concurrent to the ceremony.  It was emphasized that SFYHA-/Director of Hockey-
sponsored events should not conflict with the end of year events. 
 
Discussion on the end of year events evolved into discussion on the current practice for voting 
in the annual SFYHA elections to the board of directors.  Families that participate in the election 
continues to be well below one-half of those eligible.  The Director of Operations was directed to 
explore other models for facilitating the elections, including the possibilities of mailed ballots or 
electronic voting. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:10 pm 
 

NEXT MEETING – Wednesday, May 3, 2017 
6:30pm – 5000 S Minnesota Ave ~ 2

nd
 Floor Conference Room 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

     
______Matt Carlson____________ 
SFYHA Board Secretary 

 
 
Adopted ___May 3, 2017______ by oral resolution at meeting / written correspondence  
  (date)     (circle one) 
 
 
 


