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USA HOCKEY GIRLS/WOMEN’S SECTION REPORT
DOUG FOSTER
USA Hockey Girls’/Women’s Section
Tuesday, February 7, 2017 
Conference Call 
MINUTES
Present: Don Gould, Jean Laxton, Mary Ann Robinson, Mark Lissner, Doug Foster, Bill Leidt, Joe Eppolito, Bob Gillen, Geoff Pashkowski, Ladd Wagner, Shawna Davidson, Marissa Halligan, Kristen Wright 
Absent: Sis Paulsen, Greg Johnson, Jane Solverson, Shelley Looney, Meghan Duggan, Julie Chu, Matt Kelly, Reagan Carey
OPENING REMARKS
 Don extended sympathy on the loss of Jeff Sauer. His dedication to hockey will be remembered fondly.  The Women’s World University team captured 3rd place at the World University Games with a win over Japan. Hockey Week Across America will take place February 19-26 and this year marks the 10th anniversary of this event. 
WINTER MEETING MINUTES
Motion to approve by Joe. Seconded by Jean. 
NATIONALS TOURNAMENT UPDATE
Directors Assignments: Don thanked everyone who volunteered to participate and he will send the confirmed list of assignments soon. Ladd is available to assist at Girls Tier II if needed. Don asked Jean follow up with Gordon Bowman if he’s interested in assisting if needed. 
District Tournament Completions: the final district championship will conclude on March 20th. The Tier I selection committee will have their final call that afternoon to determine at-large teams and complete the seeding. Don acknowledged Mike Mullhall for his help with this year’s process. 
Schedule / Grid: Joe noted that the schedule is pretty well set but it won’t be filled in until district championships are complete. 
IHF event coordination, ticket availability: with support from the marketing/events department, the National Office created an exclusive pre-sale opportunity for teams that have already qualified to attend Nationals as well as all National-bound teams. Details were emailed to the Section last week. As a reminder, this sale is available today (February 7th) through February 9th before tickets go on sale to the general public February 10th. If you have any questions, please reach out to the Women’s Hockey Department. 
FROZEN FOUR UPDATE
During the Women’s Frozen Four March 17th-19th in St. Louis, a modified clinic will be offered and will include a 2.5 hour ADM presentation on March 18th. Bob Mancini, Kristen and 3rd speaker (currently TBD) will attend. Details will be sent to the Section when finalized. Patty Kazmaier award ceremony will also take place in St. Louis on March 18th. 
PLAYER DEVELOPMENT UPDATE
2017 Girls PDC Staff Applications: the staff application and Intern Coach Program application for this summer’s national girls player development camps will be available shortly and we’ll send to the Section. Please feel free to distribute to any contacts in your area that might be interested. If you have any questions, please reach out to Marissa. 
2017 Girls PDC Website: the website includes updated 2017 Girls PDC resources (National and district specific guides, dates, etc.). Please direct players, parents to the website for information about the camps and district/affiliate level programming and opportunities: http://playerdevelopmentcamps.usahockey.com/girls  
Girls PDC Email Launch: an email was sent earlier this week to all registered female players in the 2001, 2000, 2002 birth years. The email included links to PDC website which contains updated 2017 content. An email was also sent to all registered female players in the 2003 birth year encouraging them to review district specific guides. Kristen encouraged Section Representatives to put their district-specific guides on their district and affiliate websites.
District Tryout Evaluator Assignments: these assignments are being finalized and Kristen will be in touch with each district individually once they’re complete. She will also be in touch with each Section Representative to verify arrival/departure times for each tryout so she can coordinate travel for the evaluators. She also clarified the expectations for evaluators; the National Office pays for transportation (rental car, flight, etc.) and the district provides 2 separate hotel rooms for evaluators. Geoff mentioned that Phil Osaer contacted him about having people involved to evaluate goalies at affiliate/state level.  Kristen confirmed that Section Representatives are welcome to add these individuals to their tryout staff as goalie evaluators but clarified that they are not the national office appointed goalie evaluator. 
2017 Allocations: were sent to the Section via email today. A reminder per the decision of the Section, if you publish allocations, please post only your district allocations, not the entire document. Mark asked if a copy of the 2016 allocations could be provided. No questions raised on the call regarding allocations.
Minnesota District Allocations: Average percentage of MN Girls at a camp is 26%, with a high of 47% at the highest level of 18U Select.
2017 District Suggested Tryout practice plans: these are available on the Section Google Drive. If you have questions or need changes to better fit your tryout structure and player pool, please reach out to Kristen. 
WOMEN’S NATIONAL TEAM UPDATE
Reagan was unable to join the call due to WNT meetings but will send an update to the Section following the call. In conjunction with Worlds, there will be a high performance coaching clinic in Livonia, Michigan March 31st-April 1st. Jack Witt (Michigan Coach-In-Chief) has done a great job with the planning up until this point. The agenda will include a few international speakers.  Registration is currently open and the agenda and promotional flyer will likely be available next week. There has been a lot of collaboration between the women’s department, coaching department, events/marketing department, and Nationals host sites /volunteers to make this a successful showcase of girls/women’s hockey and it’ll be an exciting time in Michigan!  
PLAYING RULES LEGISLATION
The proposals below were discussed at Winter Meetings and revisited on the call. Don asked for feedback on the below. Following the call, the updated proposals (with the amendments from Florida) will be sent to the Section. The versions sent prior to the call didn’t include the amendments from FL.
Proposal 38: Minute and a half penalty when periods are 15 minutes in length. 
Proposal 128: eliminates icing in short-handed situations from 14U and younger. In Michigan, this wasn’t well received. Kristen commented that this has been in effect at player development camps.
Proposal 148. Eliminate tag-up at 14U, 16U. This wasn’t well received in Michigan.  Don and Geoff expressed a similar sentiment for this proposal. 
NATIONAL TOURNAMENT GUIDEBOOK
Don spoke to Dave Klasnick and will work with the National Tournament Committee so the collective voice of the Section is heard and represented, especially when changes are being proposed/made for the 2018 National Tournament and beyond. If anyone has feedback at this time, please share it. Otherwise, we will start gathering our input for future discussions. The quarter-finals will be discussed based on feedback from the Section and around the country. Is there more we can do, with the tools and resources we have, to help our membership become better informed? For directors that will be at the National Tournaments, Joe feels we need to have a unified statement so they can field questions appropriately and with consistent messaging. Both Don and Jean agreed. Jean asked if Michigan is the only area with 12U players playing on 14U team. Geoff felt that more people will realize the rule in May once tryouts start for next season. Kristen added that for Tier II, the Section wasn’t unanimous on it. Even though it’s going to be difficult, do we still think it’s the best option long-term or do we think it’ll impact growth long-term so much that we should consider exceptions for those areas that could be impacted the most (e.g. rural areas or multi-state districts). 

Kristen reminded the Section that the final registration numbers are on the Section Google Drive. They’re whole numbers and don’t involve rounding, decimals etc. 
NEW BUSINESS
The National continuous schedule is complete. Kristen’s working with our communications department to put online and will send an update to participating teams so they know how to promote and/or engage with other participating teams. Kristen gave an update on PPG Plaza. Since they won’t allow pucks on their rink on February 19th, USA Hockey will host an ADM clinic that afternoon (without pucks). As a result, Steel City Selects Girls Invitational 16U semi-final game in Pittsburgh will be highlighted. The hope is to get some NBC coverage of that game and our communications department is still working to see if that’s feasible. 

Karen Lundgren (Director Emeritus) passed away recently and Marissa acknowledged Karen for all of the contributions she made not only to the Section but also as an advocate for girls/women’s hockey. She will be missed by the hockey community. 

OLD BUSINESS 
Ladd revisited the conversation about the girls’/women’s declaration deadline. Is there any opportunity to move it from October 15th to December 1st to mirror the youth declaration deadline? Is this a legislative change? 

Motion to adjourn by Joe Eppolito and seconded by Mark Lissner. 
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