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USA Disabled Hockey:
Save the Date!
Minnesota Disabled Hockey will host the 2017 NHL Sled Classic at the Plymouth Ice Center Nov 16-19, 2017. We will host sled teams from across the country and Canada with an NHL program in their area. This will include approximately 30 teams.

USA Hockey's Annual Congress is the yearly gathering of USA Hockey’s volunteer leaders, including members of the organization’s board of directors, councils, committees and sections. At each, some of the organization's most outstanding contributors and players are recognized. One of those awards is the Disabled Athlete of the Year.  This individual is honored at the awards banquet in front of the entire USA Hockey congregation.

Created in 2005, the USA Hockey Disabled Athlete of the Year Award annually recognizes the outstanding perseverance and dedication by a disabled hockey player through demonstrating the ability to overcome obstacles in the pursuit of excellence both on and off the ice. Application can be found on the USA Hockey website and are due by April 16, 2017.

2017 Disabled Hockey Festival Announced

USA Hockey, California Amateur Hockey Association and the San Jose Sharks are proud to welcome and invite you to the 13th Annual USA Disabled Hockey Festival to be held April 6-9, 2017 in San Jose, California.

The mission of the Festival is to provide a fun and exciting weekend of hockey in a grand event as well as promote and grow disabled hockey throughout the country.

The USA Disabled Hockey Festival is the largest disabled hockey event of its kind, bringing together all of the disabled hockey disciplines in one location.  For the third year, blind / visually impaired hockey will also be a part of the event.

Minnesota Disabled Hockey:
Minnesota Warriors:  
· MN Warriors participated in Let's Play Hockey Expo. Held as a recruiting event we received a dozen applications. We handed out 1000 string backpacks each with our literature in it
· We had four teams in the Hendrickson Foundation Warrior Tournament. Our White  team won upper division our Duluth team  the lower division.

· We are sending three teams to the Minnesota Armed Forces Tournament this weekend 

· We are sending one team to the Disabled Hockey Festival

· we are investigating sending one team to USA Hockey  tournament in Washington DC memorial weekend

· We will have two teams in Walleye chop in May

· We held our annual meeting and elected new Board Members last night. Derek Kottke was reelected to Vice President of Business Operations, Andrew Qualy was elected Vice President of Hockey Operations, Jamie Aller was elected to Media Relations and Jon Albert was elected Volunteer Coordinator.

· We received a $5,000 Grant from the VFW National Headquarters to help us display at their National Convention in 22-25 July, New Orleans, LA and We received a $7,000 donation today from Tee it  up for the Troops

· AHA team finished its season 5-10-1

Minnesota Sled Hockey:  
Metro team update:
· MN Wild Sled Hockey is in the middle of another busy season.  In February our Development team competed in the Silver Stick Sled Tourney in Ft. Wayne, IN and took first place against a very competitive field.  
· In March our novice players as well as our Development team competed in a regional disabled hockey fest in Madison, WI.  It was a great weekend of competition highlighted by Ian Stoterau's first career goal!  
· Also in early March our Competitive, Development, and novice players competed in the Hendrickson Foundation Disabled Hockey Fest in Blaine.  It was and incredible weekend of hockey for all. 
· Finally, our seasons will be wrapping up with our Competitive and Development teams competing in the USA Hockey National Disabled Fest in San Jose, CA on April 6-9th. Both teams will be competing at the A level in the adult and youth divisions, respectively.
Rochester team update:

· Here is a list of our activities in the past 3 months..

· *LaBatt's outdoor try hockey event
· *First ever real games = 2 tournaments (Hendrickson Foundation Tournament in Blaine, MN and Regional Disabled Hockey Tournament in Madison, WI)
· *A couple players traveling to Moorhead to practice with team who they will be joining in San Jose for the National Disabled Festival
· *Player Dan Steitz won $500 from MN Hockey (thank you!) to get a custom bucket to allow him to play again without worsening skin issue
· *Player Landon now has his finalized hockey leg for playing stand up hockey!  Thanks to Limb Lab, Greig Martino (prosthetist with the USA Stand Up Amputee Team), and College Park Prosthetics.
· *Meegan met potential new player and his parents, showed them the sled and introduced to Hannah since they will need similar set up
· *Developed communication with Rochester Youth Hockey who has agreed to get us Sunday evening ice time next year! Yay which will allow at least 6 players to participate or participate more
· *Begun discussion with contacts in Winona to have a fundraiser at one of the colleges there next season
· *Coach Bob built a large rolling cart for moving a lot of equipment at once and for getting from one rink to the next
· *Limb Lab modified two sleds for us!
· *Meegan Van Straaten was awarded $25,000 of grant money from the American Spinal Injury Association (ASIA) to provide an off-ice performance and nutrition program for our athletes that will take place in the fall of 2017 (we are so proud of Meegan and so excited for this!!)
Hope, Inc. update

· We had another successful hockey season!
· We had 3 groups based upon ability. Our recreational Sled Hockey group had 26 participants and we averaged roughly 12 each week. Our competitive Junior Sled Hockey team has 12 participants. Our newly formed adult team has 20 participants and we averaged 14 each week.
· Where excited to bring 2 nationals this year!!  Our junior team will have 11 up at 12 members participating in the B division.  Since our adult team is very newly formed, eight of the players were able to fund raise to get to San Jose. They will be playing in the second tier of the C division.
· We will be holding our third annual Sled Hockey mini-camp 8/14-8/16.  We anticipate 40 participants.
Minnesota Special Hockey:  
· Minnesota special Hockey finished our 10th season with a bang. We were able to have our teams participate in the Hendrickson festival. Each team played 3 games over the weekend. With a great party on Saturday night. Our players had a chance to socialize, play lawn games and dance with MSH players, Warrior players and Sled players. 
· We also sent 20 players to Canada for the SHI Festival. Our players enjoyed the experience. 
· Since our season has ended, we are looking to next season. Planning our annual meeting and skate around as well as a few summer activities. We are looking for ways to grow MSH. 
· New marketing materials are in the works. Where to possibly add teams and how to attract new players. We are looking for new opportunities to fundraise as well. We can’t wait to see what Minnesota Special Hockey can do in the next 10 seasons.
Minnesota Disabled Hockey Committee:
MINNESOTA HOCKEY DISABLED SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM AWARD RECIPIENTS
Each year Minnesota Disabled Hockey offers a grant award to eligible, registered members of Minnesota Hockey. This year Minnesota Disabled Hockey was able to award to individuals with a grant. Both will be honored at our annual banquet.
· Allison March, Minnesota Special Hockey, Blaine Polars

· Dan Steitz, Minnesota Sled Hockey, Rochester Mustangs

USA and Minnesota Disabled Hockey mourns the passing of Coach Jeff Sauer.

One of the most recognized and respected leaders in hockey worldwide, Jeff Sauer, passed away today at the age of 73.

Sauer, former men’s ice hockey head coach at the University of Wisconsin and 2014 U.S. Hockey Hall of Fame inductee, was in his sixth season as head coach of the U.S. National Sled Hockey Team.

“When you talk about positive people that genuinely care, Jeff Sauer is at the top of the list,” said Jim Smith, president of USA Hockey. “He’s a giant in our sport overall, but particularly from the USA Hockey perspective, he really made a difference on the advancement and visibility of disabled hockey."

“There are few like Jeff,” said Dave Ogrean, executive director of USA Hockey. “He brought an infectious joy to our sport every single day. Our heartfelt condolences go out to his wife Jamie and the entire family.”

“He always cared so much about his players,” said Jim Johannson, assistant executive director of hockey operations for USA Hockey of Sauer, who he played for collegiately at the University of Wisconsin.  “Our sport at all levels benefited from Jeff’s unending passion and commitment.”

“Coach Sauer will be dearly missed by all those who were fortunate to have known him,” said Dan Brennan, director of inline and sled hockey for USA Hockey and general manager of the 2016-17 U.S. National Sled Hockey Team. “He was a great coach who always made hockey fun and he treated everyone in the game and in life as his equal. Our national sled hockey players loved him as did so many who were fortunate to play for him and coach at his side. Our great game lost a genuine legend today.” 

Born in Fort Atkinson, Wisconsin, on March 10, 1943, Sauer grew up in St. Paul, Minnesota before attending Colorado College in Colorado Springs, Colorado, from 1961-65. After three seasons as a varsity men’s ice hockey player for the Tigers, Sauer graduated and signed on as an assistant coach under Bob Johnson for the 1965-66 season. The following year, Sauer followed coach Johnson to the University of Wisconsin where he served as an assistant coach for four seasons (1966-71).

In 1971, Coach Sauer returned to Colorado Springs as head coach of his alma mater. In his 11 seasons behind the Tigers bench, Sauer was twice named Western Collegiate Hockey Association Coach of the Year (1972, 1975) and in 1978 led the Tigers to an upset over the University of Denver for a share of the only conference tournament title in school history.

Sauer then returned to the University of Wisconsin in 1982 and found immediate success as he led the Badgers to the WHCA Tournament Championship and NCAA Division I national championship in 1983. In total, Sauer’s 20 seasons at Wisconsin saw the Badgers produce four 30-win seasons, three NCAA Men’s Frozen Four appearances, 12 NCAA tournament berths, two WCHA regular-season crowns, five WCHA playoff titles and two national championships. Overall, Sauer’s 31-year NCAA Division I college coaching career featured 655 wins (seventh all-time).

[image: image1.jpg]



Coach Sauer during his time at Wisconsin, where he led the Badgers to two national championships

Sauer also coached a wide array of U.S. teams during and after his college coaching career. He was the head coach of the U.S. Men’s National Team at the 1995 International Ice Hockey Federation Men’s World Championship in Stockholm, Sweden, and at the 1990 Goodwill Games in Seattle, Washington. He also led the U.S. Men’s Select Team at the 1989 Pravda Cup in Leningrad, Soviet Union, and at the 1997 Tampere Cup in Tampere, Finland.

In 2011, Sauer was named head coach of the U.S. National Sled Hockey Team. In his six seasons at the helm, Team USA registered a 48-5-2-11 (W-OTW-OTL-L) record that included reaching the championship game of every major international competition and titles in seven major international events. The team’s most recent victory came at the 2016 (Dec.) World Sled Hockey Challenge in Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island and marked the sixth straight international championship, a streak that began at the Paralympic Winter Games Sochi 2014. In total, Sauer led Team USA to championships at the 2012 International Paralympic Committee Sled Hockey World Championship in Hamar, Norway; the 2012 World Sled Hockey Challenge in Calgary, Alberta; the 2014 Paralympic Winter Games in Sochi, Russia; the 2015 World Sled Hockey Challenge in Leduc, Alberta; the 2015 IPC Sled Hockey World Championship in Buffalo, New York; the 2016 (Jan.) World Sled Hockey Challenge in Bridgewater, Nova Scotia; the 2016 IPC Pan-Pacific Championship in Buffalo, New York; and the 2016 (Dec.) World Sled Hockey Challenge in Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island. 
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Coach Sauer led the U.S. National Sled Hockey Team to a gold medal at Sochi 2014 Paralympic Winter Games

A member of USA Hockey’s International Council and Disabled Hockey Committee, Sauer was president of the American Hearing Impaired Hockey Association. In addition, he helped select the last six U.S. Deafolympic Ice Hockey Teams while leading the team as head coach in the last four Winter Deaflympics. Most recently, he guided the U.S. Deafolympic squad to a bronze-medal finish at the 2015 Winter Deaflympics in Khanty-Mansiysk, Russia. He also guided the U.S. Deafolympic squad to a gold medal at the 2007 Winter Deafolympics in Salt Lake City, Utah.

In over 40 years coaching hockey, Sauer has had nothing but success in his varied endeavors. He has been honored with USA Hockey’s Distinguished Achievement Award (2000), the American Hockey Coaches Association’s John “Snooks” Kelly Founders Award (2004) and the NHL’s Lester Patrick Trophy (2011). He has also been inducted into the Wisconsin Hall of Fame, Wisconsin Athletic Hall of Fame, the Colorado Springs Sports Hall of Fame and the Colorado College Athletic Hall of Fame.

Respectfully submitted,

Antonia Gillen
USA Disabled Hockey Director

Minnesota District

