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Lent & Easter Schedule 
See Pages 10-11.

Trinity Library Lovers month! 
See Pages 8-9.



Connecting
with the larger church

On Pages 4-5 we share with you from 
the Saint Paul Area Synod, Bishop 
Lull’s Annual Report to Congregations. 
Please visit www.spas-elca.org for more 
information about our synod!

2 February 2017 • trinity.today.

L E A D  P A S T O R  
C H R I S  B E L L E F E U I L L E

Sisters and brothers in Christ,

Thank you for the warm and gracious 
welcome you have extended to me and 
to my husband Ted! And thank you for 
wearing name tags in worship. It really 
does help. Thank you for your patience 
as I get to know you and your name.

Last month I mentioned that as we 
enter 2017 we would spend time not 
just celebrating the Reformation of the 
church but we would also celebrate 
our own reformation as we claim our 
identity as Trinity. And Lutheran. And 
Church. This month I want to unpack 
that a little bit.

Trinity. We worship the God we know 
in Jesus Christ, who came in love and 
defeated even death. It is the Holy 
Spirit of that same God that breathes 
in and through us, empowering us 
for our lives together in service to the 
world. Through bible study, preaching, 
teaching and worship we will ground 
ourselves in God who comes to us in 
three expressions: Creator, Redeemer 
and Sustainer. While the Trinity is one 

of the great mysteries of our faith, it 
allows us to creatively engage with God 
while still grounding ourselves in a 
foundational, supportive theology. It is 
a journey. And it is a journey that goes 
somewhere.

Lutheran. The Lutheran approach to 
the gospel is some of the best news we 
bear. It is something post-moderns, 
millennials, young people, new people 
and long-time people of the church are 
hungry to hear. Lutheran means we 
are swept up in a grace we can barely 
comprehend but which enfolds us JUST 
AS WE ARE in God’s mighty love. We 
acknowledge the great “both/and” of 
being human: sinner AND saint. We 
hear both law AND gospel in Word and 
preaching. We are given the great gifts 
of the sacraments as a means claim to 
God’s promise grace and forgiveness. 
And we are set free from worry into our 
Christian vocation: living the lives and 
doing the work we are gifted and called 
to do. We each have a role. And each 
role, each person matters.

Council will appoint up to 9 voting delegates from Trinity to the Conference Assemblies 
in February and Synod Assembly in May. If you are interested in representing our 
congregation (you need to be a member of Trinity), please contact council at 
Council@trinitylc.org. 

Conference Assemblies
Saturday, February 11, 2017, 8 a.m.–Noon
Redeemer Lutheran Church (3770 Bellaire Ave. White Bear Lake, MN 55110)
Conference assemblies are held annually and lay the foundations for work at the synod 
assembly in May. Voting members from congregations in the six conferences, chaired by 
a dean, gather for a keynote address and then meet in individual conferences to conduct 
business, which includes the elections of synodical officers and committee members and, 
every three years, voting members to the churchwide assembly.

The Saint Paul Synod Assembly gathers annually in the springtime. As the highest 
legislative authority of the synod, delegates from congregations engage in conversation 
and vote on resolutions, synod council and committee nominations, in addition to other 
synod business.
 
2017 Synod Assembly
The 2017 Synod Assembly will be held Friday, May 19 and Saturday, May 20 at Prince of 
Peace Lutheran in Burnsville.

Church. To be the church is to be the 
living, breathing body of Christ; making 
the love of God tangible and visible to 
a hurting world. As church we gather 
for worship and praise. As church we 
are accountable to one another for faith 
formation, discipleship, stewardship 
and community. As church we are 
accountable to our world in hospitality, 
service, inclusion and love. As church 
we partner with other congregations 
and the other expressions of the ELCA: 
synod and churchwide. We are never 
one congregation struggling or thriving 
alone. We are always part of something 
larger than ourselves.

Over the course of the year we will 
dig more deeply into these three 
facets of who we are. I welcome your 
feedback, your ideas, your energy and 
your prayers. Trinity is a strong and 
vital congregation and we have great 
kingdom work to do together.

Pastor Chris

Save the date!
Celebration of Renewal & Installation:  
A Congregational & Community Event
Sunday, March 5 at 2 p.m.
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Join us as we view and then 
discuss Professor Luke Timothy 
Johnson’s lecture.  Each week we’ve 
uncovered many ahh-hah moments 
to discover how our Bible came to 
be. We’ve traveled from Rome to 
Constantinople, to Armenia, Persia, 
Turkistan and Arabia.  We’ve met 
amazingly learned, committed people 
like Jerome, Mesrob, two prisoners 
sent to Ethiopia, a woman slave, and 
countless other missionaries sent to 
villages during the years of 200-500 
CE.  These people were all integral to 
the translating of these powerful Bible 
stories into common languages that 
all people could understand.  Some 
even created alphabets and translated 

The tradition continues! Lifelong learning in a small group setting where each 
one’s opinions are welcomed and honored continues on Sunday mornings in 
February!...

Lifelong Learning: What’s the story behind the Bible? 
Sundays at 10:30 a.m. in the Living Room

nearly the entire Bible to ensure that 
all people could learn and study with 
their neighbors.

And the best is coming in February:  
we’ll study the Renaissance, the 
advent of the printing press, the 
Protestant Reformation, and how 
the Bible was translated into modern 
languages.  If you’re looking for 
some mind-expanding knowledge 
or just a community of learners, 
come explore with us in February!  Be 
prepared for your ahh-hah moments 
as you join the conversation led 
by lay leaders of Trinity! For more 
information contact Kristie Anderson 
at jkjsa@hotmail.com.

West Side Story  
at Ordway Music Theater  

Thursday, April 13, 2017

Event questions?  
Contact Joan Fogelberg 
at joan@123m.com or 

715-755-2487.

Show at 7:30 p.m. 
Car pool from 

Trinity details will be 
determined

Cost: $45 
(Discounted rate.)

Join AWE at 
the Ordway for 
this landmark 
Broadway 
musical that 
is one of the 
theater’s finest 
accomplishments. 
Sign up now in 
the Commons or 
Church Office.

Coming this 

spring!

active women events

The Retired Mens Group 
presents Randall R. Thoreson 
of the National Park Service

Tuesday, February 21 
9 a.m. in the Garden Room

Questions? Please contact John Hodler at 
johnhodler@gmail.com or (651) 343 4638.

The Retired Men’s Group will recognize the National 
Park Service’s 100th Anniversary by hosting Randall R. 
Thoreson of the National Park Service. Mr. Thoreson 
will cover “Getting Seniors Outdoors!” He has given 
talks around the U.S. (including Washington D.C.) on 
this topic. His presentation includes visual images that 
challenge the audience to think about how they can 
interact with different age groups and experience the 
opportunities that exist and/or can be integrated in 
community planning, design and health initiatives.

Bridge for Trinity 
Monday, February 6, 8:45-11:45 a.m.
Garden Room, $5
Bridge players of all levels are welcome 
to a very casual and very fun morning of 
bridge. The first Monday of every month, 
from 8:45-11:45 a.m., men and women 
enjoy the company of each other and a 
friendly game of bridge. No reservations 
or partners are required. Just come when 
you can and bring your bridge-playing 
friends. $5/person supports Trinity’s 
ministries. Coffee is provided. Questions? 
Contact Ann Wolff at 651-439-1972 or 
e-mail bridgefortrinity@gmail.com.

FORTRINITYBRIDGE
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EDITOR’S NOTE: We share with you Bishop Lull’s Annual Report to Congregations from the Saint Paul 
Area Synod. Please visit www.spas-elca.org for more information about our synod.
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Check 
it out!
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With our new pastors, Pastor Chris and Pastor Karri, now in 
place and the start of a new year come fresh new opportuni-
ties to look at who we are as a worshipping community and 
where we want to go in mission and ministry. In January the 
staff and council held a joint retreat focusing on bringing a 
fresh perspective to the work of our congregation.  

One of the topics raised by Pastor Chris is how—and 
whether—we live out our ideal of being a welcoming place for 
all, regardless of where they are in their journey with God, 
and regardless of what “demographic” description applies. 
While being welcoming is a value we shared and uphold, we 
may not always live up to that ideal and may not always be 
aware of how our words and actions are received.  

What does it mean to be a welcoming church? A story on 
National Public Radio recently highlighted the welcoming 
statement used by Coventry Cathedral in London. The cathe-
dral does not know the origin of the statement, but has found 
it useful in their congregational life:

Coventry Cathedral Welcoming Statement

We extend a special welcome to those who are single, 
married, divorced, widowed, straight, gay, confused, 
well-heeled or down-at-heel. We especially welcome 
wailing babies and excited toddlers. We welcome 
you whether you can sing like Pavarotti or just 
growl quietly to yourself. You’re welcome here if 
you’re just browsing, just woken up or just got out 
of prison. We don’t care if you’re more Christian 
than the Archbishop of Canterbury or haven’t been 
to church since Christmas 10 years ago. We extend 
a special welcome to those who are over 60 but not 
grown up yet and to teenagers who are growing up 
too fast.

We welcome keep-fit moms, football dads, starving 
artists, tree huggers, latte sippers, vegetarians, junk 
food eaters. We welcome those who are in recovery 
or still addicted. We welcome you if you’re having 
problems, are down in the dumps or don’t like orga-
nized religion. We’re not that keen on it either. We 
offer welcome to those who think the Earth is flat, 
work too hard, don’t work, can’t spell, or are here 
because Granny is visiting and wanted to come to the 
cathedral. We welcome those who are inked, pierced, 
both or neither.

We offer a special welcome to those who could use 
a prayer right now, had religion shoved down their 
throats as kids or got lost on the Ring Road and 
wound up here by mistake. We welcome pilgrims, 
tourists, seekers, doubters and you.

It is a sort of amusing take on who we are called to welcome, 
but gives us pause as we wonder who is not included on the 
list, or how any of those not listed would feel when they visit 
our own congregation. What would each of us include in a 
welcoming statement? Moreover, how would we live, and 
worship, and serve, so that every person we encounter really 
does feel welcome? Who would Jesus include in a welcoming 
statement? More importantly, is there anyone Jesus would 
NOT include? No. We know at our very core the answer to 
that question: every single person, saint or sinner, of any and 

From the Congregational Council by Gail Olson, President

every demographic, was and would be welcomed by Jesus. 
From the woman at the well to the parable of the Good 
Samaritan to Jesus’ invitation at the cross, Jesus reached way 
beyond polite society to welcome all those he encountered. 
We know we want to live up to that standard, so what do we 
need to do to make sure we are welcoming? And what does 
it mean to be a welcoming congregation beyond our wonder-
ful friendly, outdoor and indoor greeters and ushers? We are 
very grateful to all those on our hospitality team for playing 
this important role, and especially extend many thanks to our 
hospitality organizer, Ann Wolff. The hospitality team is one 
aspect of being a welcoming congregation. How do we go 
beyond that to make sure that our entire community under-
stands that Trinity is open to everyone, not just in words, but 
in actions? And once inside our worship center, how does 
each of us make that welcome known?

These are questions that we will be exploring with the congre-
gation in the coming months and we are excited to see where 
those conversations take us.

MINISTRY TEAM DEVELOPMENT 
Another major topic at the staff/council retreat was further 
development of the ministry team approach recommended 
last year by our Transition Team. We still have some work to 
do to make sure all areas are included with the appropriate 
ministry team and that our language conveys the purpose 
and basis for each team. In some instances, these teams will 
include new groups, such as for worship and lifelong faith 
formation; in other instances, there are existing work groups 
or committees that will be part of a broader ministry area. 
Our goal is to build on what is already in place. Staff and 
council will continue to work on the details of a plan which 
will be shared with the whole congregation. We look forward 
to having many of you step forward to participate on one of 
these teams!

EXPRESSION OF GRATITUDE TO STAFF 
Council members receive considerable feedback expressing 
appreciation for the work of our staff, especially over the last 
couple years with the financial challenges, personnel changes, 
and high demands they have worked through. We have 
thought about possible ways to thank staff for their additional 
commitment and contributions over this period. Since our 
budget remains limited, there are few financial incentives 
available. We are pleased to let you know that council has 
approved giving every staff member a three day “gratitude” 
break. Each staff member will provide a plan for how they 
will use their break and will schedule it with approval from 
their supervisor. Other staff members have agreed to fill in as 
needed during those breaks (as they do now during vacations, 
illnesses, etc.).  We do not expect staff to provide a product or 
project as a result of the break; rather, we hope the break will 
provide them a special chance to refresh and renew. We know 
they will be creative!

Thank you for being part of the Trinity community. We are 
excited for what this New Year will bring!



give
gratefu�y
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3rd Street property update
Good news! The sale of the 3rd Street 
property is now complete.  Closing on 
the sale occurred on Tuesday, January 
10. The sale price was $194,000 and 
was approved by the congregation 
in October, 2016; net proceeds after 
special assessments, closing fees, and 
realtor fees are $163,827. Thank you for 
your patience as this transaction was 
completed.  

The proceeds will be applied to our 
line of credit balance, as planned when 
our 2016 budget was adopted. Please 
contact council members (see the 
column at left) if you have any questions 
about the sale. We are grateful for the 
real estate, architectural, legal and other 
expertise provided by Trinity members to 
complete this sale. Thank you!

Gail Olson
COUNCIL PRESIDENT
gailmarieolson@aol.com

Doug Johnson
VICE PRESIDENT
ddjohnson802@yahoo.com

Tom Olsen
TREASURER
blue6500@comcast.net

Melanie Sullivan
SECRETARY
melsymn@yahoo.com 

Arba-Della Beck
COUNCIL MEMBER
arbadellabeck@gmail.com

Mary Claire Olson Potter
COUNCIL MEMBER
maryclaire.potter@gmail.com

TRINITY CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL

This Year Last Year Budget % of 
Budget

Contribution Income 430,019       458,870       1,300,000    33%
Other Income 151,795       272,888       445,360       34%

Total Income 581,814$     731,757$     1,745,360$  

less:  Expenses 615,807       773,338       1,745,360    35%
Surplus (Deficit) (33,993)$      (41,581)$      -$                  

Long-Term Debt Summary:
Long-Term Debt - Beginning of Fiscal Yr. 3,050,204    3,174,742    
Increase (Decrease) (42,372)        (41,226)        
Long-Term Debt - End of December 3,007,833$  3,133,516$  

Trinity Financial Update
December Year-to-Date - Fiscal year 2017
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Thank you so much to those who 
have pledged for 2017. Just a 
reminder that we need everyone’s 
participation in sustaining the 
financial health we have gained 
at Trinity and in the vital ministry 
we all do together. Please submit 
your 2017 pledge, if you have not 
already done so. In November our 
congregation approved a budget 
of $1,300,000. To date we have 
received pledges of $901,000 in 
support of the budget. 

You will find 2017 pledge cards 
in the pews, at the Information 
Desk in the Commons (outside 
the Church Office) or visit 
www.trinitylc.org > then click 
GIVE > then click Your Giving Plan. 
Questions can be directed to Eric 
Trosdahl at etrosdahl@trinitylc.org.

Once you have completed your 
online pledge form, if you would 
like to enroll in automated 
giving at Trinity, please visit 
www.trinitylc.org > then click 
GIVE > then click Automated Giving.

Thank you for your commitment 
to Trinity Lutheran Church and 
our mission to love, transform 
and serve.
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‘Once Upon a Time’ there were five children who loved to 
read. Their parents read to them, they read on their own, they 
read in bed, they read to learn, and they read for enjoyment. 
The five readers were led to Trinity Lutheran Church and to 
the resources of the Trinity Library. In their own situations 
they read in pre-school, elementary school, as they parent, 
and in retirement.

The volunteers in the Trinity Library regularly noticed 
the childlike, carefully written name of a little girl 
named Olena. One day, as her LADC pre-school ended, 

Olena Johnson and her dad Brian walked in to get 
books. Olena visits the library almost weekly. She knows 
all the Disney princesses, enjoys art, movies, rollerblades, 
and loves books. Among her favorite book characters are 
the Berenstain Bears. In the Trinity Library she can find 
The Berenstain Bears: Blessed Are the Peacemakers (E B), or 
God Made the Colors (E B), or God Made the Seasons (E B). 

Because she loves movies and princesses, the DVDs God’s 
Little Princess (DVD) and The Pink Ballerina (DVD) would 
help her learn about God and what it is that makes her royal. 
Olena’s daddy said she likes to read in her bedroom and keeps 
a purple bag by her bed for her special books. Brian said he 
hoped other families use the Trinity Library to get books that 
help teach about Jesus. Olena, her mom Solveig, and her dad 
have a special partnership in reading and learning about God.

Connor Flood knows all about the Trinity Library! When 
he was a preschooler his mother Linda spent many hours 
volunteering in the library. Connor spent hours in the library 
reading, especially non-fiction books and atlases. He thinks 
this time helped him become a successful and avid reader. 
Connor read Shel Silverstein’s The Giving Tree (JUV S), C. S. 
Lewis’ The Chronicles of Narnia (JUV L), a variety of Larry 
Boy books (JUV K) and watched Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings 

Trinity Library Lovers Month!
by Norma Wilson, Library Volunteer 

Olena Johnson

Connor Flood
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(DVD). As a wise 11 year-old, Connor now recognizes the 
library “as a good place with mostly Christian books that 
help me put everything together.” He also likes that signs 
clearly label each section. Connor has recommended that 
a comic’s category series, which shares captivating biblical 
stories, be purchased for the library. This book lover and his 
dad Mick read together every night. Connor is an example of 
Proverbs 22:6. “Start children off in the way they should go, 
and even when they are old they will not turn from it.”

Maggie Wescott loved to read as a child, and at school 
she received a ribbon for every book she read. Currently 
she belongs to a book club with several Trinity women. A 
few times when she was unable to find a book she was able 
to locate it in the Trinity Library. Several book club readers 
donate their current fiction for others to read. Maggie also 
checks the library for ideas to use in her leadership role with 
Hearts of the Home. Her favorite genre is Biblical Historical 
Fiction as it makes Bible stories come alive. Maggie feels 
like the library is an excellent resource for this genre. She is 
now reading The Tomb (FIC LAND) and has read two other 
books by Stephanie Landsem. Two of Maggie’s favorites 
are Eve: A Novel of the First Woman (FIC ELLI) and Mary 
Called Magdalene (FIC GEOR). She may want to try two 
books by Francine Rivers: Unspoken (FIC RIVE) a story 
about Bathsheba or Unshaken (FIC RIVE) a novel about 
Ruth. Maggie remains an avid reader, “tearing” through books, 
and sharing the love of reading with her own young readers.

Visit the Trinity Library early on a Sunday morning and 

you may find book lover Florence Olson reading or 
searching for a book. Her father was the rural school clerk 
so new books were delivered to their home, where they were 
readied for school. Florence read them all before they left 
the house! The Trinity Library has eighteen books about 
the Amish and Florence has read them all. If you share her 
interest, try fiction books including The Brethren (FIC 
LEW) or Non-fiction Growing Up Amish: A Memoir (289.7 
WAGL). Florence also appreciates biblical fiction written by 
Landsem, The Thief (FIC LAND) or The Well (FIC LAND).  
She recently found Sacred Pathways: Discover Your Soul’s 
Path To God (248.4 THOM), a book used by the GLOW 
study group. Florence recently read and recommends Just 
Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption, a story about 
criminal justice and social reformers. She commented it 
seemed relevant because of the prisons in our community.  
Hundreds of children were fortunate to learn to read with 
Florence Olson as their first grade teacher.

Maggie Wescott

Florence Olson
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A journey through Lent asking the question 
“Were you there?”

During Lent we will hear the stories of Jesus’ ministry and how it connects 
to our lives in the 21st century. How do we follow Jesus by steadfastly 
addressing social issues such as greed, poverty and discrimination in any 
form? Jesus was a subversive in his own time and surely would be one today. 
Studying his life and message opens a new way to apply theology directly to 
our lives today. Be There!

March 1, Ash Wednesday Worship at Noon & 7 p.m.
Worship with a message, holy communion, and the imposition of ashes— 
a beautiful way to begin the journey. Following noon worship and prior to  
7 p.m. worship a meal will be served.

March 8 – April 5, Wednesdays during Lent
10 a.m. Worship with Coffee & Conversation to Follow
Worship in the Chapel—fellowship in the Narthex. This is an event for all ages. 
Nursery will be provided for infants through age 5.

April 9, Palm Sunday Oh, How He Loves You And Me: A Palm 
Sunday Event for All Ages – Worship at 10 a.m.
As a third and final “all ages—all together worship” for the year, gather on 
Palm Sunday for breakfast and then to hear, in a new and different way, 
the story of Passion Palm Sunday. Told by our children’s choirs, this will be 
musical/worship offering including a palm processional, as well as the telling 
of the story of how Jesus offered his life for the world.

April 13, Maundy Thursday – Worship at Noon & 7 p.m.
Loving as Jesus’ commanded, the mandate, for which Maundy Thursday is 
named, reminds us that living into our Christian identity is both mandate and 
grace. Worship at 7 p.m. will include the celebration of communion for those 
who have just been through instruction.
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April 14, Good Friday Men’s Breakfast – 6:30 a.m.

April 14, Good Friday – 7 p.m. Worship
Good Friday is a day of conflict, a day when the forces of hatred and evil tried 
their best, or rather, their worst, to destroy Jesus. No warm fuzzy worship 
service: instead it dramatically challenges us to experience the reality of 
Christ’s crucifixion through art, music, drama and the spoken word. This day 
we acknowledge the ugliness of sin and brokenness in our world. We are there 
when they crucify our Lord.

April 15, Easter Vigil – 7 p.m. Worship
This is the night! This is our Passover with Christ from darkness to light, 
from bondage to freedom, from death to life. The resurrection of Christ is 
proclaimed in word and sign: we gather around a new fire, hear ancient 
stories, welcome the newly baptized, and share food and drink—this is 
worship for all ages and all times.

April 16, Easter Sunday
7 a.m. Sunrise Worship with communion
9 a.m. Festive Worship with communion, led by choirs, organ & trumpet
10 a.m. Festive Worship with communion, led by choirs, organ & trumpet
11 a.m. Contemporary Worship with communion, led by worship ensemble

Cottage Meetings
Sundays at church & 
Wednesday evenings at church and 
in people’s homes
Watch for more information and 
signups for Cottage Meetings during 
Lent. These conversations will be led 
by Pastor Chris and will revolve around 
what it means to be Trinity. Lutheran. 
Church. Everyone is invited!
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Worship Texts 
Below are the scripture texts (from 
the Narrative Lectionary) that will 
be used on the Sunday listed to 
prepare the message for worship.

February 5 Luke 7:1-17 Raising 
the Widow’s Son

February 12 Luke 7:18-35 Are 
You the One?

February 19 Luke 7:36-50 
Forgiven at Jesus’ Feet

February 26 Luke 9:28-45 
Transfiguration

Hospitality
“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, 
and whoever welcomes me welcomes the 
one who sent me.” – Matthew 10:40

Warm thanks for your hospitality 
on Sunday mornings – formally and 
informally – at the door and during the 
time of sharing God’s peace – to friends 
and to strangers – at all times.

Special thanks to all who have made 
a commitment to usher, greet, and/
or serve coffee on a regular basis and 
those who serve over and over again, 
to the under 8 and over 80 year-olds, 
to the Rebekah Circle, GLOW, The 
Retired Men’s Group, Elena & Sarah’s 
confirmation group (Sophie, Karley, 
Amelia, Savannah, and Brooke). There 
are many opportunities to be greeters or 
ushers (especially at 10:30) and also coffee 
servers. It is a great privilege and a great 
responsibility. More are needed and all 
are welcome.

Sign-up at the hospitality table in the 
Narthex or contact me to schedule your 
gifts of time. THANKS!

Ann Wolff       
Hospitality Coordinator  
651-260-3855 (cell) 
wolff701@msn.com

W O R S H I P  M I N I S T R I E S

LIFE'S JOURNEY — BRAHMS’ ZIGEUNERLIEDER, RUTTER’S REQUIEM
Trinity Lutheran Church, Stillwater, MN

Saturday, February 25, 2017 – 7:30 p.m.

This concert will feature Brahms’ Zigeunerlieder (The Gypsy Songs) and Rutter’s 
Requiem. The first half, anchored by the Brahms, will explore the joys and 
excitement of life. In stark contrast, the Rutter (accompanied by full orchestra) 
will anchor the second half as we remember and celebrate life's journey.  

Tickets will be available for purchase at the door. 

Door Ticket Prices:
Adult – $27
Senior – $22
Student – $17

February 2017 • trinity.today.

Sponsor a Mexico Missionary!
Mexico Mission 2017 is in full swing and high school students 
will continue to look for sponsors through early March. Students 
will be present on Sunday mornings in their green trip shirts 
(with the build logo below), but if you are unable to be present 
during this time and would still like to support a student, contact 
Kelsey Crusinberry at kcrusinberry@trinitylc.org and she will 
get you connected to someone. You can also sponsor a student 
online at www.trinitylc.org > then select REGISTER > then select 
2017 Mexico Mission Online Sponsorship.

MEXICO.MISSION.2017

Mexico Mission 2017
Trinity Lutheran Church
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God Loving Outdoor Women

GLOW Cross Country Skiing
Date & Time To Be Determined  
Lake Elmo Park Reserve
The GLOW group will organize 
a cross country skiing event in 
February, date depending on 
weather and conditions. We will 
meet at Lake Elmo Park Reserve to 
ski the groomed trails, and have 
hot chocolate and fellowship 
afterwards in the warming 
house. If you’re interested 
please e-mail Laura Holmes at 
mslaurabeth@comcast.net. You 
will be put on an e-mail list and 
notified when a date is selected. 
We hope you’ll join us for some 
winter fun!

February 2017 • trinity.today.

C A R E  M I N I S T R I E S

Contact the 
Care Team

Pastor Deb Ost
651-439-7400, Ext. 309
dost@trinitylc.org

Zanny Johnson
651-439-7400, Ext. 341
zjohnson@trinitylc.org

Sue Peterson
651-439-7400, Ext. 335 
speterson@trinitylc.org

Come and experience God’s presence 
through the practice of yoga.

New session begins in March!
Seated in the Presence 

Increases range of motion, 
improves balance using 

chair for a prop
Thursdays 9-10 a.m.

March 2 – April 20
$64/8 weeks

YogaDevotion Flow 
Combination of standing, 

seated, and floor yoga poses
Thursdays 10-11 a.m. 

March 2 – April 20
 $64/8 weeks

All classes in the Garden Room.
For women and men of all skill levels and abilities. Beginners welcome, no 
experience needed! Register and pay online at www.trinitylc.org > then select 
REGISTER > then select YogaDevotion.

Led by a trained yoga instructor, YogaDevotion is a practice of breath, prayer, and 
movement designed to encourage healthy living and a peaceful presence. For 
more information, contact Parish Nurse Sue Peterson at speterson@trinitylc.org 
or 651-439-7400, ext. 335.

Note new day 

and times!

O U T R E A C H  M I S S I O N S
The Lutefisk & Meatball Dinner in 
November 2016 served 738 people and 
brought in sales of $15, 725. Thanks to the 
many, many volunteers who make this 
dinner happen! After deducting expenses 
of $6,061.40, we are left with a net total 
raised of $9,663.60.

These funds were designated for Outreach 
Missions. Watch for updates as to where 
these funds are distributed throughout 
the year.
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Try one, some or all of these rituals tonight and every night 
possible after tonight:

SHARE high & lows with your children.

READ a verse or story from the Bible.

TALK about your highs/lows and what you 
read from the Bible.

PRAY for one another.

BLESS one another with these words – 
(Name), child of God, may you love God 
with all your heart, soul, mind and strength.

Starting rituals like the FAITH5 takes effort and intention. In 
many cases, it is easier to begin when your child or children 
are of a younger age than when they are older. However, it’s 
not impossible to start with older kids. A quick story:

A Pastor and his wife started Highs and Lows with their 
teenage daughter. Unexpectedly, the girl was comfortable and 
conversational during her Jr. High years, but when she got to 
be High School age, a switch went off and she refused to talk. 
Her parents dutifully sat on her bedside each night and asked 
her what her Highs and Lows were for the day, but she only 
answered in scowls, grunts and snorts. This lasted all through 
her High School years. However, her parents remained 
diligent and kept up the practice regularly.

The daughter eventually went off to college and came home 
on her first term break. After watching a bit of TV together, 
the daughter retreated up the stairs to her room, saying her 
goodnights to her parents who remained down by the TV. 
The daughter, not happy with the situation, stomped back 
down the stairs and loudly said, “Mom and Dad, maybe you 
didn’t hear me. I said I’m going to bed!”

Her parents finally got the message and all went in to her 
bedroom. The daughter climbed in to bed and her parents sat 
down on her bedside. The daughter looked up at her parents, 
paused, smiled, and said, “Mom, Dad – do you remember all 
of the great talks we used to have back in High School?”

Her parents burst out laughing.

In reality, there were few good talks back in high school, only 
grunts and silence. However, the daughter remembered not 
what was said, but that her parents cared enough to be with 
her each night. 

We can get so caught up in the things we say that we forget 
about the power of simply being present. So, if you are 
apprehensive about starting Highs and Lows and the FAITH5 
with your teen, fear not. They may not engage in much deep 
conversation, but I guarantee you that your regular presence 
will make an impact. 

*FAITH5 Ritual is from Faith Incubators. For more 
information: www.faithink.com

Every Person In Christ – Junior High Lock-In
Who: Grades 7-9 in the St. Croix Valley!
Date: Friday, February 24 – Saturday, February 25
Time: 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 a.m.
Location: Our Saviors Lutheran Church
Registration information coming soon!

 

 

 

 

Register with one of  the participating churches today!  

Kristin Tranby (Christ Lutheran-Lake Elmo) 651-777-2881  

Pastor Hannah Bartos (Christ Lutheran-Marine) 651-433-3222  

Mindy Boynton (Ascension Episcopal) 651-439-2609  

Chad Larson (Our Savior’s Lutheran) 651-439-5704  

Kelsey Mans or Monty Lysne (Trinity Lutheran) 651-439-7400  

Amy Peterson (Bethlehem Lutheran) 651-430-9237  

Abigail Ozanne ( 1st United Methodist) 651-439-1880  

Michael Carmack (St Paul’s Lutheran) 651-439-5970  

Who: 7th—9th graders 

What: Crazy games, worship and the Big Thrill Factory 

When: Friday, February 24 @ 7:00 pm—Saturday    
February 25 @ 10:00 am 

Where: Meet at  

Our Saviors Lutheran  

(1616 Olive Street West  

Stillwater MN)  

             Cost: $30 

(Includes t-shirt, transportation, food & 

activities at Big Thrill Factory) 

 Registration Due by:  

Wednesday,  

February 8th  

You’re invited to a Family Meal & 
Worship Wednesday, February 1!
5:30 p.m. pasta meal in Garden Room &  
6:15 p.m. Worship in Worship Center
Bible 101, 5/6 BOC and Confirmation 
students will contribute participating 
roles to this special family worship 
service. Format and content will follow 
FAITH5 – share, read, talk, pray, bless. 
Bring your whole family for great food, 
fun fellowship and inspiring worship.

JOIN US FEB 1 FOR 
FOOD & WORSHIP!PARENTING WITH FAITH5
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Are you finding that communication with your t(w)een 
feels strained? Join Jenny Hanlon for a discussion on how 
the t(w)een brain and body is changing to help understand 
why they’re acting the way they are. You’ll leave the session 
with tips on how to effectively communicate with your t(w)
een so you can co-exist and enjoy each other’s company! 
No registration required. Grandparents welcome! For more 
information contact Monty Lysne at mlysne@trinitylc.org.

Impact Parenting Session
T(w)een Communication 
with Jenny Hanlon

Wednesday 
February 22  
6:15-7:30 p.m.
Living Room
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Put on the snow pants, grab a 
sled and join the family of Trinity 
for a sledding day! We’ll gather 
together to enjoy the snow, some 
hot chocolate, and generally take 
advantage of what is sure to be a 
spectacular winter day! All Trinity 
families are invited to attend. 
No cost and no registration is 
required. 

For more information, 
contact Monty Lysne at 
mlysne@trinitylc.org.

Family Sledding Day
Sunday, February 12
2 p.m.
Stillwater Jr. High School Hill

CAMP2017
tlc summer

WAPO Seeds Camp

July 14-16   Cost: $160
Knowing that this may be some kid’s 
first camp experience, our counselors 
will spend every moment with these 
campers. They will provide a safe and 
caring environment filled with music, 
Bible study, campfires, crafts, water 
activities and games. Questions? Contact 
Julie Jolivette at jjolivette@trinitylc.org

Register at http://lwlbci.com/trinity-
stillwater

AGES Completed Grades 2-3

WAPO Youth Camp

July 16-21   Cost: $420
The week is packed with a variety of 
activities that are meant to impact kids 
for life. Each day includes Bible study, 
chapel, cabin activities, free time, field 
games, campfire. Questions? Contact 
Julie Jolivette at jjolivette@trinitylc.org

Register at http://lwlbci.com/trinity-
stillwater

AGES Completed Grades 4-6 
&
Completed Grades 7-9

WAPO One-day Camp

Wednesday, July 18 
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Cost: $30
Counselors will lead kids through 
a fun schedule that includes crafts, 
devotions, music, water activities, 
treats from the canteen and a ton of 
games. Parents must transport kids 
to and from camp. Call the Church 
Office for carpool list. Questions? 
Contact Melissa Gubricky at 
mgubricky@trinitylc.org

Register at trinitylc.org

AGES Completed Grades K-1

Registration is now open!

A note about registration for Seeds 
& Youth Camps:
Any family who had an account in 2016 
will be able to use their same account. 
If you have forgotten your password, 
follow this reset link https://mycircuitree.
com/CampWapo/ForgotPassword  

Any family who did not register for 
camp in 2016 will need to create a new 
account when they register.  

Save the Date!
Keeping the Promise
Sunday, March 5
2 year-olds receive Bibles
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Christmas Eve

Live   
Nativity

On the morning of Christmas Eve, over 
100 people of all ages and scores of 
animals of all shapes and sizes converged 
on the Third Street snow-covered lawn at 
Trinity for our second annual Live Nativity 
event.

The event, organized by Trinity’s Children, 
Youth and Family Ministries department 
and supported by dozens of helpers, 
actors and volunteers from the church, 
was held as both a celebration for Trinity 
members on their way to Christmas Eve 
service, and as a “come and see” event 
for those in the community who may 
not have experience with a church or 
Christmas worship. Actors, animals and a 
brief narration told the Christmas story to 
all who stopped by.

Special thanks to the Stoebner family 
who once again provided the various 
animals that helped the classic “manger 
scene” come alive, with chickens, an 
alpaca, rabbits and other furry animals 
joining in to help teach the story. Special 
thanks also to the Gossai family, who 
played the parts of Mary and Joseph and 
provided three beautiful little angels, and 
one very happy baby Jesus!

Photos by 
Mike Stoebner
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From the Kitchen 
By Linda Flood,  
Food Service Manager

Peanut Butter Cups

Here is a great easy recipe to make for Valentine’s Day Treats. 
(Can be halved to reduce calories by half.) 

INGREDIENTS
2 C powdered sugar
1 C peanut butter (smooth recommended, can substitute other 
nut butter)
1/2 C butter, softened
2 1/2 lb chocolate bark
Small paper candy cups

DIRECTIONS
Mix well together powdered sugar, peanut butter (or 
substitute), and butter; place in fridge to stiffen up for at least 
20 minutes.

Melt chocolate in double boiler over low heat. Place small 
amount of melted chocolate in bottom of candy cup (enough 
to cover the bottom). Roll peanut butter mixture into small balls 
(around grape sized) and place on top of chocolate mix. Cover 
with additional melted chocolate. 

Cool either on counter or in fridge.

BAKER’S NOTES
• I have a small pan that is for candy making, but have also 

put the candy cups in a mini muffin pan to help them hold 
their shape.

• Candy cups available at Cub Foods, Michaels and other 
cooking stores.
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O P P O R T U N I T I E S

A T T E N D A N C E

Christmas Eve
December 24
11 a.m. ..... 300
3 p.m. ....... 425
4 p.m. ....... 480
5 p.m. ....... 215
9 p.m. ....... 314 

Christmas Day
December 25
10 a.m. ..... 102 
(one service only)

New Year’s Day
January 1
10 a.m. ..... 218 
(one service only)

January 8
9 a.m. ........ 209
10:30 a.m. . 156

January 15
9 a.m. ........ 225
10:30 a.m. . 181

Sunday Worship 
9 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

Watch Worship on Valley Access 
Channel 18
Wednesdays: 1 p.m., 7 p.m.
Thursdays: 1 a.m., 7 a.m.
Fridays: 4 p.m., 10 p.m.
Saturdays: 9 a.m.
Sundays: 11 a.m.

C H R I S T I A N
S Y M P A T H Y

• To the family and friends of 
Kenneth Erickson.

B A P T I S M S

• Charlotte Constance Kraemer, 
daughter of Kyle & Anna 
Kraemer

• Andi Eileen Armstrong, 
daughter of Matthew & Alyssa 
Armstrong
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C A L E N D A R  F E B R U A R Y  1 - 2 8 ,  2 0 1 7

Wednesday, February 1 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 9:15 a.m. Hearts of the Home Moms: Lower Level 
 5 p.m. Children’s Choir Rehearsal: Choir Room 
 5:30 p.m. Family Pizza Hour: Garden Room 
 6:15 p.m. Wednesday Learning (Gr. 3-6): Lower Level 
 6:15 p.m. Confirmation: Worship Center 
 7 p.m. Trinity Choir Rehearsal: Choir Room
 7:30 p.m. The River (Gr. 9-12): Youth Center

 Thursday, February 2
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 9 a.m. Seated in the Presence Chair Yoga:  
  Garden Room 
 2 p.m. Healing Hearts Group: Room 108B 
 7:30 p.m. 18 and Older Pickup Basketball: Gym

Friday, February 3
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Room 108B

Saturday, February 4
 8 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Luther Hall

Sunday, February 5 
 9 a.m. Sunday School (4 yrs.-Grade 2): Garden Room  
 9 a.m. Worship, Communion, Nursery: Worship Center 
 10:30 a.m. Worship, Communion, Nursery: Worship Center 
 10:30 a.m. Adult Ed Story of the Bible: Living Room

Monday, February 6
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 8:45 a.m. Bridge for Trinity: Garden Room 
 6 p.m. Jubilate Bells: Heritage Chapel 
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Gym 
 7 p.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Library

Tuesday, February 7
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library, Room 108B 
 8:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study: Living Room
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library 
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Church Office 
 4 p.m. Quilting Ministry Group: Living Room
 6 p.m.  AA Meeting: Library

Wednesday, February 8 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 9:30 a.m. Boutwell’s Landing Senior Communion 
 1 p.m. Oakridge Apts. Senior Communion
 5 p.m. Children’s Choirs: Choir Room  
 5:30 p.m. Family Pizza Hour: Garden Room 
 6:15 p.m. Wednesday Learning (Gr. 3-6): Lower Level 
 6:15 p.m. Confirmation: Worship Center 
 7 p.m. Trinity Choir Rehearsal: Choir Room
 7:30 p.m. The River (Gr. 9-12): Youth Center

 Thursday, February 9 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 9 a.m. Seated in the Presence Chair Yoga:  
  Garden Room 
 1 p.m. Martha Circle: Living Room 
 1:30 p.m. Dorcas Circle: Members’ Homes 
 7:30 p.m. 18 and Older Pickup Basketball: Gym

Friday, February 10
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library
 10 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Room 108B 
 5 p.m. 9th Grade Confirmation Overnight Begins

 Saturday, February 11 
 8 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 8 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Luther Hall 
 5 p.m. 9th Grade Confirmation Overnight Ends

Tuesday, February 21
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library, Room 108B 
 9 a.m. Retired Men’s Group: National Park  
  Service: Garden Room 
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library 
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Church Office 
 4 p.m. Quilting Ministry Group: Living Room
 6 p.m.  AA Meeting: Library

 Wednesday, February 22 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 10:30 a.m. Oak Park Sr. Living Communion 
 11:30 a.m. Supporting Women As Professionals (SWAP):  
  Off-site 
 5 p.m. Children’s Choir Rehearsal: Choir Room 
 5:30 p.m. Family Pizza Hour: Garden Room 
 6:15 p.m. Impact Parenting Session: Living Room 
 6:15 p.m. Wednesday Learning (Gr. 3-6): Lower Level 
 6:15 p.m. Confirmation: Worship Center 
 7 p.m. Trinity Choir Rehearsal: Choir Room
 7:30 p.m. The River (Gr. 9-12): Youth Center

Thursday, February 23 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 9 a.m. Seated in the Presence Chair Yoga:  
  Garden Room 
 10 a.m. Knitting Ministry: Narthex 
 7:30 p.m. 18 and Older Pickup Basketball: Gym

Friday, February 24
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 10 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Room 108B 
 7 p.m. EPIC Jr. High Lock-In Begins: Our Savior’s  
  Lutheran, Stillwater

Saturday, February 25 
 8 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 8 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Luther Hall 
 10 a.m. EPIC Jr. High Lock-In Ends: Our Savior’s  
  Lutheran, Stillwater 
 7:30 p.m. Valley Chamber Chorale Concert:  
  Worship Center

Sunday, February 26 
 9 a.m. Sunday School (4 yrs.-Grade 2): Garden Room 
 9 a.m. Worship, Communion, Nursery: Worship Center 
 10:30 a.m. Worship, Communion, Nursery: Worship Center 
 10:30 a.m. Adult Ed Story of the Bible: Living Room

Monday, February 27
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 6 p.m. Jubilate Bells: Heritage Chapel 
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Gym 
 7 p.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Library

Tuesday, February 28
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library, Room 108B 
 8:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study: Living Room
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Church Office 
 4 p.m. Quilting Ministry Group: Living Room
 6 p.m.  AA Meeting: Library
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Sunday, February 12 
 9 a.m. Sunday School (4 yrs.-Grade 2): Garden Room 
 9 a.m. Worship, Communion, Nursery: Worship Center 
 10:30 a.m. Worship, Communion, Nursery: Worship Center 
 10:30 a.m. Adult Ed Story of the Bible: Living Room 
 Noon Mexico Missionaries & Adult Leaders:  
  Garden Room 
 2 p.m. Family Sledding Day: Stillwater Jr. High Hill

Monday, February 13 
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 1 p.m. Rebekah Circle: Library  
 6 p.m. Jubilate Bells: Heritage Chapel 
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Gym 
 7 p.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Library

Tuesday, February 14
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library, Room 108B 
 8:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study: Living Room
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Library
 9:15 a.m. Leah Circle: Narthex
 10 a.m. Good Samaritan Sr. Communion
 10:45 a.m. Greeley Sr. Communion
 1 p.m. Prayer Group: Church Office 
 4 p.m. Quilting Ministry Group: Living Room
 6 p.m.  AA Meeting: Library 
 6:45 p.m. Anna Circle Meeting: Living Room

 Wednesday, February 15 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 9:15 a.m. Hearts of the Home Moms: Lower Level 
 10:15 a.m. Linden Sr. Communion 
 1 p.m. Marion Circle: Members’ Homes 
 5 p.m. Children’s Choir Rehearsal: Choir Room 
 5:30 p.m. Family Pizza Hour: Garden Room 
 6:15 p.m. Wednesday Learning (Gr. 3-6): Lower Level 
 6:15 p.m. Confirmation: Worship Center 
 7 p.m. Trinity Choir Rehearsal: Choir Room
 7:30 p.m. The River (Gr. 9-12): Youth Center

Thursday, February 16 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 9 a.m. Seated in the Presence Chair Yoga:  
  Garden Room 
 6 p.m. Congregational Council Meeting: Office  
  Conference Room 
 7:30 p.m. 18 and Older Pickup Basketball: Gym

Friday, February 17
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 10 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Room 108B

Saturday, February 18 
 8 a.m. AA Meeting: Library 
 8 a.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Luther Hall

Sunday, February 19 
 9 a.m. Sunday School (4 yrs.-Grade 2): Garden Room 
 9 a.m. Worship, Communion, Nursery: Worship Center 
 10:30 a.m. Worship, Communion, Nursery: Worship Center 
 10:30 a.m. Adult Ed Story of the Bible: Living Room

Monday, February 20 —President’s Day 
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Library   
 9 a.m. Ruth Circle: Members’ Homes 
 6 p.m. Jubilate Bells: Heritage Chapel 
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi: Gym 
 7 p.m. Al-Anon Meeting: Library

.

Worship on Sundays at 9 a.m. & 
10:30 a.m. at Church

 Trinity Lutheran Church
 in Stillwater, MN
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Applications due April 1

Trinity Scholarship Fund
The Trinity Scholarship Fund was established by the estate of Jeanette Johnson, a Trinity member who dreamed of being 
able to offer college tuition assistance to youth whose achievement and character indicated they possessed the qualities 
necessary to achieve excellence in higher education.

Trinity awards up to four scholarships each year on the basis of academic status, co-curricular achievement, good 
citizenship and active involvement at Trinity. The trust also stipulates that scholarship recipients must be baptized at and 
confirmed by Trinity, and active participants in Trinity youth programs.

Once selected, scholarship winners may renew their scholarships for up to three additional years, providing they maintain 
a cumulative grade point average of at least 2.75 or a “B-” or, in the absence of a similar grading system, remain in “fine 
academic standing” as indicated by official record. Scholarship recipients must reapply each year for renewal.

Scholarship applications are available in the church office or online at trinitylc.org (click on Connect, then on Senior High, 
then on Scholarship Fund). 

All completed original scholarship and renewal applications must be postmarked no later than Friday, April 1 and 
mailed to: Trinity Lutheran Church, Trinity Scholarship Fund, Attn Bob Eiselt, P.O. Box 339, Stillwater, MN 55082.


