SDAHA 2016 FALL MEETING MINUTES
Saturday, September 24, 2016
Pierre Chamber of Commerce Building
800 West Dakota Avenue
Pierre, SD

Meeting called to order by SDAHA President, Dan French.  Introductions were made and roll call was taken.  Voting delegates in attendance:  Jeff Scheel (Aberdeen), Sam Becher (Brookings), Mike Hunter (Huron), John Lord (Mitchell), Nathan Sanderson (Pierre), Vern Burress (Rushmore), Eric Bartels (Sioux Center), John Sievert (Sioux Falls), Steve Sheehan (Watertown), Health Larson (Yankton), Tony Lief (SDAHA Vice President), Randy Honkomp (SDAHA Treasurer) & Rhonda Schenkel (SDAHA Secretary).

Others present:  Maxine Tronnes (Adm. Asst), Dawn Magee (Risk Manager), Cade Bloomenrader (RIC),  Shelby Edwards (Girls Development), Dave Mannes & Scott Riddle (National Teams),  Dave Tronnes (NPD Director Emeritus/Sam Tronnes Memorial Foundation), Tom Hitchcock (Past President/Nominating Committee), Bryan Kouri (Sioux Falls), Cherry Hunter (Sioux Falls), Rick Miller (Oahe), Jared Ahlberg (Aberdeen), Darrell Schenkel (Brandon), Sharon Hoerichs (LAHA Spirit Lake, IA), Gary Cooper &  Todd Sanning (Freemont, NE).  
Not in attendance:  Annette Stensgaard (SDAHA Registrar), Jodi Sterrett (Officials Scheduler), Steve Salwei (Coach in Chief), Rob Kittay (Boys Development/Boys Varsity Coaches), Ron Dobesh (SDAHA Website), Kevin Miley (NGIN Scoring System), Growth & Retention (No rep currently), Vince Foley (High School), Bruce Palmer (SD Hockey Officials Assn), Brandon Valley (Tom Cauwels) & Mark Kazmer (NHAHA).

It was determined there were 13 voting delegates present.  Quorum was determined.

Dan informed the board under New Business letter E) Rushmore request to play their second varsity team as JV in Wyoming instead of SD has been dropped by their President, Vern Burres as of 9-23-16.  Also added to the Agenda are 2 proposals that came in late from the Hockey Officials Association.  Motion made by Steve Sheehan, seconded by Nathan Sanderson to remove Rushmore’s request under New Business letter E & to add the 2 proposals from the Hockey Officials Association to the agenda.  Motion passed.  Agenda adopted.

Motion made by Jeff Scheel, seconded by John Sievert to approve the Spring Meeting minutes.  Motion passed.  Minutes approved.

Motion made by Nathan Sanderson, seconded by Sam Becher to accept all 3 conference call minutes.  Motion carried.  Minutes approved.

Dan informed the board there were some e-mail votes 8/1/16, 8/16/16, & 9/12/16.  Included in the packet. 

SDAHA Treasurer, Randy Honkomp reviewed item by item SDAHA FINANCES (see General Fund Proposed 2016-2017 Budget and State Tournament Team Costs & General Expenses attached to end of minutes).  These are based on proposed 82 league teams for the 16-17 season could change if team # changes.  
Motion made by Nathan Sanderson, seconded by Jeff Scheel to approve the Financial & Budget report.  Motion passed.

SDAHA Registrar, Annette Stensgaard not present.  Dan spoke on her behalf.  Coaches need to complete clinics prior to end of December.  Rosters will show if background checks have been completed.  USAH directed that no coach will be put on any roster without safesport & a background check being completed.  No exceptions.  Associations who are holding a tournament not a state tournament, but a tournament that there is a winner designated does need to register online with USAH & there is a fee.  This does not include any jamborees, friendly, round robin & pickup games who play for fun & there is NOT a designated winner.  

SDAHA Risk Manager, Dawn Magee discussed her report (Report attached at the end of the minutes).  Reminder everyone needs to do safesport. & there is a refresher course online.  Lower levels bullying is a problem & her recommendation is to have a monitor in the locker room.  Safesport Manuel is a work in progress.   Some of the topics they are working on which she is part of this committee:  locker room conduct to be posted in the locker rooms, a Safesport letter would be given to all registrars to be distributed to the parents explaining the SafeSport program & when the parent should file a safesport report, coming up with criteria of what is an offense & who should discipline either local or state affiliates.  If anyone has suggestions please contact her.   

Referee in Chief, Cade Bloomenrader reported on the 2 seminars already done.  Good numbers for the level 3 in Rapid, more refs then before.  Remind JV/Varsity coaches on the no change icing refs will be easier on the teams at the beginning but later in the season they will be assessing penalties.  The referee clinics that are coming: Pierre Oct 1 Level 1 & 2, Rapid City Oct. 8 Level 1 & 2, Sioux Center Oct. 15 Level 1 & 2, Watertown Oct. 22 Level 1 & 2, Aberdeen Oct. 23 Level 1 & 2, Brookings Oct. 29 Level 1 & 2, Brookings Oct 30 Level 3, Mitchell Nov 5 level 1,2 & 3.  Reminder if you are 13 & under you cannot register for a seminar, do need to complete your referee registration online, but will need to complete your clinic registration at the seminar.  Tony asked Cade in reference to the non icing about intentional shooting the puck off the ice how was this going to be penalized?  Cade informed if a player dumps the puck over it is intentional, the goalie shoots non-reflected over it is a penalty of delay of game.  Referee is going to have to decide the intent & it will be a judgment call.  

Referee Scheduler, Jodi Sterrett not present.  Cade spoke regarding a program that Gary did for her that a ref can mark a certain level if they have a kid playing in that level.  This will avoid that parent refereeing their game. 
 
Coach in Chief, Steve Salwei not present.  Steve informed Max that all the coaching clinics are online.  Dan reminded all to make sure their coaches are attending this clinics.

Girls Player Development, Shelby Edwards introduced herself since she is new.  Played all 4 years of HS for Rushmore, coached 4 years in Brookings while attending SDSU, started a women’s college hockey team in Freemont, NE while working on her Master’s Degree & recently moved to Aberdeen for a teaching job where she will be coaching Girls JV/Varsity hockey.  She has been involved in the Girls Team SD the last two years.  Last year they had a 14U & 19U team of which the National bound team was 19U who went to Vermont, did well.  This season there is a 14U, 16U & 19U team of which the 16U & 19U are National bound.  No play in games for the 16s they automatically have a spot, but the 19s will compete against WY & MT for a spot.  Play-in games are set for Feb 17-19, 2017 in Gillette.  Coach for the 19U is Donovan Peterson from Brookings, 16U is Shelby & 14U is Ross Santjer from Aberdeen.  In order to play in Nationals they do need to play 15 games & each girl needs to play in 10 of those games.  They will be playing in:  Illinois, North Dakota & Colorado for sure.  15 girls on 14U, 18 on 16U & 17 on 19U teams.  Girls attended the U18 National Development Camp in St. Cloud were Jordyn Peterson, Brookings &  Hailey Holland, Aberdeen  & she was also there.  She’s working on the President’s cup in Rapid City for March 16-19, 2017.  

Boys Player Development, Rob Kittay not present.  Dan spoke on his behalf.  (Report attached at the end of the minutes).  In the process of accepting bids for the Development Camp for April 21-23, 2017.  Rhonda Schenkel asked if there is a way that the names of the boys who move on to the NP District Camp in Grand Forks, ND be posted on the SDAHA website prior to that camp in May.  Last year there were a couple of boys who did not receive the e-mail from NP inviting them to this camp that should of.  Those parents did contact the district but would like to see something posted.  Dan said he would visit with Rob & see what the process is for this.   

National Team Report, Dave Mannes & Scott Riddle:  Dave informed the board the 14Us are coached by Josh Enquist & 16Us by Zach Jurgens.  They need 20 games in before they can play in the National tournament scheduled for April 6-10, 2017 & each player needs to play a minimum 10 games.  No problems with getting the games in. Scott spoke of a concern they have regarding the Jr. Stampede program.  They have been taking more players from the locals & originally the SDAHA board approved for them to have a 14U & 16U team, but this year he has a 13U(14U), 16U & 18U.  They would like the SDAHA board to check with Northern Plains District and USAH if SDAHA has any control over what the Jr. Stampede program does in our State?  Is each local releasing these players to play with them? Dan French asked why would we limit a player from playing at a higher level?  Response from another board member you wouldn’t, but each local should be releasing these players if that is what North Plains District & USAH requires.  Also Dave Mannes spoke about since Jr. Stampede is a Tier I program why are they playing Tier II teams either in tournaments or pickup games?  These are the same tournaments our locals are playing in.  Dan French asked Dave Tronnes what are the options?  Dave Tronnes mentioned possibly finding out what their limitations are & the SDAHA board needs to do what is good for the State of SD?  Discussion on the impact to the Sioux Falls program since the younger age group is not billeted Sioux Falls & closer associations are affected the most by this program as to their talent pool & numbers.  Since the Jr. Stampede is housed in Sioux Falls they also feel it in the older age levels.  Question asked if the SDAHA is the governing body of Jr. Stampede or what is our roll?  Dan French informed we handle match penalties from a discipline stand point & rosters.  What assessments are charged?  They pay player fees through USAH & background checks which the coaches are showing up in the Sioux Falls hockey associations report.  Dan French informed the board he will visit with the team manager, Matt Tobin regarding the topics discussed.  He will be unable to do anything this season since it has already begun, but will bring back a report at the Spring meeting.   

Vice President, Tony Lief informed no changes to the way the discipline committee handles violations thru the USAH reporting system.  His procedures which is not required, but a courtesy that he does is getting the violation out to the local president whose responsibility is to give that to the head coach to insure that the appropriate suspension is served.  However; even if you do not get a notification from me it is your responsibility to insure that those suspensions are served. 
If suspensions are not served there are additional suspensions that are added upon that.  Make sure your coaches know the rules.  Tony will be getting a list out to the presidents who he has on the discipline committee in the next two weeks, please make any changes & get that back to him.  Please inform you parents that if they have any issues on a discipline committee’s decision have them contact you first & if still have questions please have them give him a call.  

SDAHA Scheduler, Maxine Tronnes:  Scheduling has been a challenge this year due to more teams & less open ice time.  New scheduling system this year which has some glitches.  Requests are still coming in for scheduling around tournaments.  The deadline for submitting tournaments is Sept 1st for Varsity, but she still is having requests coming in.  She is trying to work those out.  She was hoping to start earlier in November this year with games, but the National Tournament team has scheduled games in November so she is having to work around them.  Boys & Girls National Teams are playing tournaments/games into November which are taking more of the local team’s time.  Discussion, the presidents’ need to take a stand & if a team from their organization comes to them after Sept. 1 wanting to get into a tournament & if it affects the state schedule they need to say, No.  Other suggestions to start the State league earlier than Nov. 1, but then you run into kids playing other sports & some associations just put their ice in.   The state schedule comes first.  Dan thanked Max for all she does!

Senior Showcase, Sam Becher, Brookings:  Event set for November 19 & 20, 2016 in Brookings.  Registration is currently on line.  They are starting to put the event together.  

Association Reports:
Aberdeen:  Jeff Scheel:   the state league registration is about done & up 5% from last year. Doing preseason hockey since they have one sheet of ice up since beginning of September & second sheet will go up beginning of November.  They are seeing growth in the Girls & Bantams.  Nice response in the development age levels. 

Brandon Valley:  Not present 

Brookings, Sam Becher: registration is closed for state league & are about the same as last year for numbers.  Will be having a couple Try Hockey for Free events coming up.  Low numbers at PW & Bantam but are still having two teams at each level.  Preseason events since June since ice has been since then.  Second sheet should be up & in running by mid October.  

Freemont NE, Gary Cooper: registration is up about 10% mostly in Mite & Squirt level.  They implemented all parents needed to do the SafeSport parent side before their player could sign up.  

Huron, Mike Hunter:  Summer program numbers up 60% compared to last summer.  Ran a learn to skate program.  Registration for lower levels is about done.  Bantam Jamboree, November 18-20, 2016 $250 a team contact Mike if you are interested in coming.  Tried hockey for free on Sept 17 & will be doing another one on Nov. 12.  Rooster cup is still on for Thanksgiving weekend.   

Mitchell, John Lord:  Numbers are average for league level play.  Will be able to field a JV team along with their Varsity team.  Have not been able to have a BJV team for a few years.  New coaches at Boys & Girls Varsity levels.  Both sheets will be up Oct. 1.  Starting up learn to skate program along with some new programs. Mentor programs especially with the girls to build that program.  New sheet of ice is giving them some issues so possibly might not have summer ice next season.  

NHAHA-not present.  Dan read their report below. 
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Oahe, Nathan Sanderson:  registration for league play numbers they are almost exactly the same as last year.  Non league play is about the same.  Oahe just purchased another ice facility in the East side of Walmart in Pierre that they have been renting as a practice facility the last few years.  Making improvements to the Expo facility in Ft. Pierre.  

Rushmore, Vern Burress:  Registration numbers are going as expected.  Boys High School is minimal right now because of the current issues.  Try Hockey for Free is Oct. 7 during the intermission of the Rush game.  Ice is going in first week of October & tryouts are end of October, first week of November.  

Sioux Center, Eric Bartels filling in for Janie Haack:  Registration numbers for league players is slightly down so they are making some changes to the younger age levels requirements for fundraising, etc.  Try Hockey for Free event went well had 83 kids:  52 boys & 31 girls.  The BJV/Varsity only has 16 players this year.  He thanked SDAHA for allowing them to freeze less than 10 since their numbers are low this year.  They are looking forward to the year.  They are working with the city & college on an outdoor sheet of ice to be used as a multipurpose facility  & used in the off season.  

Sioux Falls, John Sievert:  Registration for the younger levels are going well.  PW & especially Bantam numbers are lower than what anticipated.  Boys Varsity is down a little bit than what they were hoping for.  Girls program is growing.  House programs are ok, but down about 40 of what they projected.  They are in the process of holding league meetings with families, preseason camps going on & tryouts coming up.  Also have a couple of non parent coaches now which is nice.  

LAHA, Spirit Lake, Sharon Hoerichs:  Registration is about the same.  They will have a girls 12U team for the first time.  Did a Try Hockey for free, had about 130 kids very crazy.  Kick off Capital campaign for phase III:  several projects:  heat over the bleachers as one of the projects.  

Watertown, Steve Sheehan:  Registration numbers for league play are about the same.  Lower levels we register later are usually good.  In the process of hiring an architect for the new sheet of ice.  Steve is going to ND to look at some rinks with some city officials.  Could be the last season in the George.  Lots of activities on the ice & busting at the seams.

Yankton, Health Larson:  Registration numbers are off a bit, mite boards are in, ice is going in & operational by Oct. 2 & hoping to host a couple of new events:  Squirt Jamboree & Mite Fest keeping registration low just enough to cover referee fees.  

SDAHA President’s Report, Dan French:   Things are just starting to take off.  The District is starting to work on boys & girls development camps.  We are in need of an individual to head up the Growth & Retention Committee for our State which deals with Try Hockey for Free events & also be part of the NPD Committee in this Grow the Game area.  Dan is asking each association to look for someone who would fit this volunteer position.  There are finances available to assist this program.  Max has been doing a fantastic job on the schedule & appreciates all her hard work to accommodate everyone.  This will be his last year as president.  He has served 3 terms as president for a total of 6 years & prior to that 5 years as Vice President.  He will step down at the conclusion of the Spring meeting.  If anyone here would like this position or know of a person who would be a great candidate for the president, get with Tom Hitchcock, Nominating Committee.  He does want to stay involve.  He will follow up with Matt Tobin regarding the Jr. Stampede AAA program & will report in the spring.  Looking forward to the season & likes the direction SDAHA is going.  Thanked all the associations for their hard work!  

Sam Tronnes Memorial Foundation, Dave Tronnes:  We were looking at making some changes this year on the fundraiser side instead of having the hunt they had lined up the USAH Disabled hockey team to come & play, but  those plans changed since the Premier Center scheduled different attraction for the same day so had to cancel.  Toshiba & US Bank would like us to still have the hunt so they are back to organizing a hunt, but a small hunt.  Will take about 16 locals for the hunt which is November 17 & 18, 2016.  Keeping expenses down.  Will have raffles, etc.  

Growth & Retention, Dave Tronnes:   He would like to see what the state could do for a marketing & participation program.  SDAHA possibly form a committee to figure out how to market Hockey in SD to retain both boys & girls.  Putting a plan together which he would be willing to help out.  Dave informed the board there are funds out there from USAH & the state.  How does hockey get started in other communities was asked?  Where do they start?  For instance Spearfish contacted Dave Tronnes & then Dan French.  Dan stated it is really a small group that shows interest.  We should find a way to reach out to those small communities & if interested then we need to find a way to help out.  Heath Larsen asked if Dave would send out an e-mail to all the associations so they could pass it along to their members. 








Old Business:
Carry-over from spring meeting:  “A” Suspension Criteria (Tony Lief, SDAHA VP)
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Tony discussed the above draft.   This is based on a point system or ranking, but each suspension would still be case by case.   The discipline committee would analyze each suspension & see where the situation would fall.  There should be a range under each area & criteria for the penalty to fall into.  This would be a good check to see if the discipline committee is being consistent year by year, case by case.  They would get with the discipline committee or a smaller subcommittee to come up with a good ranking system.  Suggestion once they have the criteria with a points system go back to the last couple of years & see where the prior offending actions would of fallen & use that as a starting point.  Then you would be able to have something concrete to give the player, parents & coaches who are involved why you chose the course of action.  Tony discussed the difference in opinions amongst the discipline committee members.  How severe or not a suspension should be.  They do allow video, but needs to be given to the association’s president then to the state president who then gives to Tony to be shared with the committee.
Discussed how a discipline call is handled presently:  1. Discussion:  Have all on call who can assist them on what happened; for example: referee(s), coaches, player(s), parents, associations president & anyone else.   2. Discussion amongst the discipline committee is next, but before they proceed they dismiss all except the president of association who the player is being suspended.  3.  All on the committee vote even if it is a conflict of interest (associations who are involved).  President takes back to their association the decision of the committee.  
Going forward the board asked that a disciplinary call would be handled as:  1. Discussion:  Have all on call who can help them on what happened (same as before).  2. Dismiss all except the presidents of association who the player(s) are involved in (same as before).  3.  If this committee has any members who have a conflict of interest (those player(s) involved are from their association), Tony will ask them at this time if they have anything to contribute or questions before they go into deliberations since going forward they will only be spectators & will not be heard after this point, but can stay on the call to be available to answer any questions.  4.  They will also abstain from voting.
This should also be used later if there is an appeal. Tony will take this as action going forward.  

New Business:
Girls 12U
Dan informed the board the state suspended the Girls 12U State league this year since we only had 3 associations who had enough girls to form a team.  Associations can still set up teams at this level to play amongst each other.  Suggestions:  What if we dropped girls JV & go with a 14U & 19U.  What direction do we want to go with this & asked for Shelby’s input into this?  Shelby didn’t know if 14U would be the way to go since some of those girls play on a G JV & GV team with their association already.  Some of the associations in the state have young JV/Varsity teams already & if we take those 14’s away it would hurt those teams.  We would need to take a look at the numbers.  She is wondering about the development of this program & all the programs including the boys, if we take players at the younger age levels & move them up before they are ready, we are taking away the development they get at the young age levels?  Discussion on moving girls up to the older levels playing with girls that are 17 & 18, would they develope properly, locker room conversations & the size of players?  
Sam from Brookings said if we had a 14U team this would take 1/3 of their players from the JV/Varsity teams.  Suggested for next year have 19U & 14U instead of JV/Varsity & keep the younger girls in with the Boys at the 8-12 year old to develop them.  Of course you can always have those who want to challenge to move up just like we do in the boys divisions.  Sioux Center would like to keep the 12U level.   Suggestions possibly have those 12U teams play in the PWC league against the boys if they wanted to keep them together.  Others said if they didn’t have a 12U team they would rather split them up & play with the boys, this would help fill out some of the PW teams.  Brought up might lose some of the boys since those girls would be taking spots from the boys & the ones who don’t want to play with girls.  Associations need to work through this culture change of boys & girls playing together at the younger age level.  Both girls & boys need to develop as Shelby pointed out there shouldn’t be any issues with the mite & squirt parents they need that development at that younger age level & follow the ADM modules that USA Hockey has provided instead of having them with the older kids on a full sheet of ice.  The younger kids need drills that are age appropriate in order for them to develop properly.  Consensus is worried about losing the development of a 10-12 year old girls if moved up to JV/Varsity level.   Don’t want to lose the 12U so we need to keep recruiting both girls & boys.  How are we going to do this?  Possibly adjust to 14U & 19U for the next season since we have girls at that age level & then the next year have 12U, 14U & 19U & adjust year by year for what we have.  Why does SDAHA allow the girls to play with the boys in our State League? Reasoning is per USA Hockey it is Girls & Youth hockey.  USA Hockey allows the girls to make a choice if they want to play with the boys or girls team.  SDAHA cannot make a rule or the locals cannot make a rule that the girls can only play with the girls per USA Hockey. The girls can dual roster on a squirt team, 14U, 16U, GJV & GV team, but they cannot dual roster on a Youth team.   Dan requested for this topic to be tabled for the Spring meeting.  

Neutral Ice Game Procedures:  Involves Freemont & Rushmore who would meet to play in Mitchell for League play.
Dan asked if they wanted to discuss now our do it via email amongst the 3 associations but would need to figure out ice time, paying for ice time, gate fee, concessions & travel or would they rather travel to each facility? Suggestion if Mitchell collects the gate, keeps the gate & out of that gate money they would pay for the officials, ice & run concessions which they would keep that income.  Mitchell would provide scoreboard & online scoring personnel.  Dan asked Freemont & Rushmore what they would like to do?  Travel to each place or to Mitchell?  Freemont said their board would like them to travel to Rushmore & vice versa.   Rushmore said they would be willing to do either whichever works better for all?  Max said the ice time in Freemont isn’t a lot.  Freemont said they would figure it out.  Rushmore & Freemont’s ice scheduler will get together & get with Max.  If they decide to meet & play in Mitchell they would need to get John Lord involved in it within the next week.  

Site of PWB / PWC State Tournament; Huron has requested PWB.
Dan informed the PWB state tournament is originally scheduled for Brookings, but since they were awarded the Boys Varsity they will have to give up the PWB state tournament per SDAHA rules.  Huron would like to give up the PWC state tournament & take PWB state tournament since they have a PWB team this year.  Everyone was ok with that.  Mitchell & Aberdeen are the only two who do not have a State tournament this year so which one would like to take the PWC State tournament?  Mitchell will not be able to take it since same weekend they hold a large squirt tournament so no ice available.  Aberdeen said they will make it work even though there is a Wings game that weekend.  Everyone is fine with Aberdeen taking the PWC State Tournament.  PW B State tournament will be held in Huron & PWC State Tournament will be held in Aberdeen for this season.

Rushmore request to play their second varsity team as JV in Wyoming instead of SD:  New Business E. (See attachment to end of minutes).  Withdrawn by Rushmore.   

Aberdeen request to play one Bantam team as “B”.  (See attachment to end of minutes).  
Jared Ahlberg, Aberdeen spoke regarding above topic.  They were hoping to have 2 bantams, JV & Varsity, but the numbers are not allowing them to have the 4 teams.  They do feel they need to have both JV & Varsity teams which they have not been able to have a JV team for a while, but feel some of the Bantams are prepared to move up to JV which would only allow for 1 Bantam team this year & the players that are on that Bantam team where not very successful at the PW level last season.  Tony brought up that this situation fits the criteria as well as it did on what we passed last spring.  Last year their Bantam B was 8th out of 8 teams & their PWA was 7th out of 7 teams.  
Motion was made by Tony Leif & seconded by John Lord to allow the Aberdeen Bantam A to play down this season to Bantam B.    1 opposed.  Motion carried.  


Proposal #1:  By-Laws: Heath Larson, Yankton
Date:  ______9/3/2016___
· Please indicate which playing rule or by-law you wish to add, amend or replace: 
 
ARTICLE 2.1 - ByLaws
· If amending or replacing, please write the rule as it is currently  worded:

 2.1 Participating Members: Any community, association or group intending to participate in SDAHA league play or in SDAHA District, Regional or State Tournament competition must be a Participating Member of SDAHA.
· Please write the rule as you wish to amend/add it, using different color print and crossing out portions of the playing rule you wish changed/removed:

2.1 Participating Members: Any community, association or group intending to participate in SDAHA league play or in SDAHA District, Regional or State Tournament competition must be a Participating Member of SDAHA.
Participating membership in the SDAHA association requires a minimum of 3 teams participating in SDAHA League play
· Please explain why you wish to add or amend the rule:

To be able to vote and influence league decisions, having teams playing in our league should be a minimum requirement.  3 teams at whatever age level of play, I would consider an interested party in the affairs of SDAHA.
SUBMITTER NAME/Association: 		Heath Larson - Yankton
Dan informed the board that currently an association in the SDAHA can have 1 team at league level to be a voting member.  Heath would like to change that from 1 to 3 league teams in order for that association to be a voting member.  They can still be members just would not have a voting right.  This would affect Brandon Valley, Spirit Lake & Spearfish.  Discussion if we change the Bylaws of participating members would that change anything?  The intent is not to bring teams in, but why should they have a vote if they only have 1 league team?  We do not want to penalize new teams coming in & we already have a 2 year moratorium on voting from both Freemont & LAHA decision made at the spring meeting, April 16, 2016.  After reading what our bylaws state the board thought that making this change could create issues.  Randy Honkomp remarked that there is a voting directors section in the Bylaws that outlines who is able to vote & that refers back to the participating membership which is what the proposal refers to.  The board decided as this proposal is written it is not complete or the intent it was meant to state is not complete.  
Motion made by Heath Larsen.  No second.  Proposal died.  

******************************************************************************************************************

PROPOSAL#2
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Please use a separate form for each proposal.  Additional pages may be used.
· Please indicate which playing rule or by-law you wish to add, amend or replace: 
 Replace:   Age/Team Classification in the SDAHA Playing Rules, PG1
(Letter/number/page/etc. – If adding a rule, indicate where you wish rule placed)
· If amending or replacing, please write the rule as it is currently  worded:
· Youth						 	Girls
· 2016-2017 Season				 	 	2016-2017 Season
· Mites born on 7/1/2007 or thereafter				12-under born on 1/1/2004 or thereafter  **
· Squirts born on 7/1/2005 or thereafter		 		14-under born on 1/1/2002 or thereafter 
· Peewees born on 7/1/2003 or thereafter			16-under born on 1/1/2000 or thereafter
· Bantams born on 7/1/2001 or thereafter.	          		19-under born on1/1/1997 or thereafter.
· Midget* born on 7/1/1998 or thereafter.	          			Varsity/Jr. Varsity born 1/1/1997 or thereafter
· Varsity/Jr. Varsity born on 7/1/1997 or thereafter				 
· *SDAHA does not officially recognize the Midget classification. All players in this group will be registered as Varsity/Jr. Varsity. 
· **Effective with the 2015-16 season, SDAHA will add a league level Girls 12-U division.  This division will follow the peewee guidelines for league play.  These players may dual  roster on the G12-U team, plus the GV/GJV or a non-league level team but not dual roster on any other league level team. (4/15)  

· Please write the rule as you wish to amend/add it, using different color print and crossing out portions of the playing rule you wish changed/removed:
· Youth Age/Team Classifications						 	Girls
· 2016-2017  2017-2018 Season				 	 	2016-2017 Season
· Minimites Six(6) & Under (6U)
· Mites born on 7/1/2007 or thereafter Mites Seven(7) & Eight(8) (8U)	12-under born on 1/1/2004 or thereafter  
· Squirts born on 7/1/2005 or thereafter Squirts Nine(9) & Ten(10) (10U)	14-under born on 1/1/2002 or thereafter 
· Peewees born on 7/1/2003 or thereafter PeeWees Eleven(11) & Twelve(12) (12U)	16-under born on 1/1/2000 or thereafter
· Bantams born on 7/1/2001 or thereafter. Bantams Thirteen(13) & Fourteen(14) (14U)	19-under born on1/1/1997 or thereafter.
· Midget* born on 7/1/1998 or thereafter.	Fifteen(15) & Sixteen(16) (16U)   	Varsity/Jr. Varsity born 1/1/1997 or thereafter
· Varsity/Jr. Varsity born on 7/1/1997 or thereafter	Varsity/Jr.Varsity Fifteen(15), Sixteen(16) ,Seventeen(17), Eighteen(18) & Nineteen (19) (19U)		 
· *SDAHA does not officially recognize the Midget classification. All players in this group will be registered as Varsity/Jr. Varsity. 
· **Effective with the 2015-16 season, SDAHA will add a league level Girls 12-U division.  This division will follow the peewee  guidelines for league play.  These players may dual  roster on the G12-U team, plus the GV/GJV or a non-league level team but not dual roster on any other league level team. (4/15)  
· Please explain why you wish to add or amend the rule: Would like to adopt USAH Age Classifications starting with the 2017/18 SDAHA season. Reason nice to be on board with USAH.   Issues we have with the JV/Varsity age group are:  constant moving up & down of players, freezing players for each JV game & too many blowout games. 
· We now have enough teams for a 2nd Varsity or 18UA & 18UB league & may have enough for 2 JV or 16UA & 16UB leagues.  This will create closer competition, strongest teams will not have to play weakest teams & a 15-0 game is not good for anyone.
· Our current system, July 1 – June 30th, is very unfair to younger players of each birth year.  At 14U Team SD tryouts each year, younger half of players are PW, older half are Bantams.  At 16U Team SD tryouts younger half of players are Bantam, older half are JV/Varsity.   
· Along with other reasons to be discussed at meeting.
SUBMITTER NAME/Association: 	Rhonda  Schenkel, SDAHA Sec & Mike Hunter,Huron

Mike informed the members that this age change would make every team 6 months younger.  Huron has been doing this age classification for the last 3 years plus anything these kids do outside of SDAHA follows the USA Hockey classification including our National Teams.  Steve Sheehan spoke that Watertown did it for one year, but went back since none of the other associations in the state other than Huron changed to it.  Watertwon feels that those kids that made the move from Bantam to Varsity that year did excel & they still are better than their younger classmates.  Dan informed the members that we would be following USA Hockey & we are 1 of 3 states: ND, MN & us that do not follow the nation.  Reason we stayed, we were part of Minnekota District & when districts realigned MN became a standalone district & Northern Plains was formed which includes SD, ND, MT & WY.  The district did not make the determination & left it up to each individual state within this district.  MN, ND & us decided to stay with the same age classification, but WY & MT has changed to the USAH age classification.  Dan discussed each association will gain players at the JV/Varsity levels, Bantam & PW levels will stay the same since this effects all levels.  The National teams follow the USAH age classification & since we are not doing it at the State level the SD 14U team has a negative effect since the 2nd year PWs at the state level have not checked before, but do check if they make the National Team.  Discussed most associations are playing up those accelerated players already it would just bring up the others that are aged out & this should eliminate a lot of play up requests for JV/Varsity.  Discussion the players can play at age 19, just as long as they are enrolled in High School for the calendar school year.  
 
Motion made by Mike Hunter & seconded by John Lord to approve switching to the USAH classifications for the 2017-18 season as 19U named JV/Varsity, 14U Bantam, 12U PeeWee, 10U Squirts, 8U Mites, 6U Minimites.

Further discussion:  Nathan Sanderson asked if we could wait till spring meeting, without seeing it put forth & not knowing the ramifications of such a move.  Dave Tronnes informed this is something the board has talked about for 10 years or more & if we wait until the Spring meeting we will have new members & have to go over it with them.  Randy brought up the ramifications would be that you as presidents will have to bring back to your associations “there will be kids who will only get one year of Bantam or PWs or Squirts”, but the biggest concern is Bantams since they will have one year Bantams(checking league) & then move to JV/Varsity.  A plus to this is the players will get 4 years of high school play.  Tony wanted to make it clear that the President’s need to explain this to their associations & there will be more kids at the High School level.  Jeff Scheel brought up every team in the state will be in the same position so everyone will be on the same or equal playing field.  

2 opposed.  Motion carried.

******************************************************************************************************************


Proposal #3:  Playing Rules 4H/I: Sam Becher-Committee
Discussion at the end of the proposal.

 League Split Proposal
This proposal was generated from a committee consisting of; Bryan Kouri (Sioux Falls), Janie Haack (Sioux Center), Vern Burress (Rapid City) and Sam Becher (Brookings).  The proposal is intended to address concerns and issues seen over the last few years around the split of teams within divisions, how many levels to have within an age division, state tournament formats and how we can continue to provide a competitive level of hockey while still growing hockey in South Dakota.  Our committee was made up of members from big to small and developing to developed programs within the state association and we feel this proposal provides a good basis to help grow the game for all associations.
Proposed Changes
For the proposed below; this will replace Sections 4-H and 4-I, of the SDAHA Playing Rules.
I. DETERMINING TEAM LEVELS:  Criteria listed below will be used to determine at what level each association will roster their teams for each season.
No petition is required to play up a level but notification must be made, to the SDAHA President and Scheduler, before August 15th for Varsity levels and decided before September 1st of each year for varsity levels (this includes all jr. varsity levels).  Petitions regarding all other level teams must be made before September 15th and decided before October 1st of each year.  
Petitions to the Board of Directors to play teams at a lower level than listed in criteria below must be made before August 15th for Varsity levels and decided before September 1st of each year for varsity levels (this includes jr. varsity levels).  Petitions regarding all other level teams must be made before September 15th and decided before October 1st of each year.  Petitions for teams to play at a lower level must be supported by a documented history of inability to compete at the league level where playing rules dictate the team shall play.
NEW SDAHA ASSOCIATION MEMBERS WILL BE REVIEWED REGARDING THEIR HISTORICAL LEVELS OF PLAY.  THOSE THAT ARE DETERMINED TO BE NEW ASSOCIATIONS AND HAVE NOT PARTICIPATED AT ANY EQUIVALENT DIVISION(S)/LEVEL(S) OUTSIDE OF SDAHA MAY PLAY ANY TEAMS AT LOWER LEVELS WITHIN A DIVISION ONLY FOR A MAXIMUM OF THEIR FIRST 5 YEARS AS MEMBERS OF SDAHA.  THOSE ASSOCIATIONS WHO ARE DETERMINED TO HAVE PARTICIPATED AT AN EQUIVALENT LEVEL OUTSIDE OF SDAHA WILL BE ALLOWED TO PLAY AT THE LOWEST LEVEL FOR A MAXIMUM OF 5 COMBINED YEARS.  COMBINED YEARS OF PLAY AT A LEVEL WILL BE THE EQUIVALENT LEVEL WHILE BEING A MEMBER OR PLAYING WITHIN ANY OTHER SANCTIONED GROUP AND YEARS PLAYING AT AN EQUIVALENT DIVISION/LEVEL WITHIN SDAHA.  After 5 years, or earlier if the SDAHA Board determines it is necessary, each level must follow the outline determined in the SDAHA Playing Rules.
In this document the term ‘division’ is in reference to a specific age group, such as Bantam or Girls 12U.  These divisions can contain multiple skill levels with A being the top skill level and B being a developmental skill level within an age division; with this being referenced as the ‘level’ here on out.  In this document the A and B levels will be interchangeable for Varsity and Jr. Varsity levels, whereas Varsity being the equivalent A level and the Jr. Varsity being the equivalent as the B level here on out.

If 10 teams or less are registered in a division, all teams will play in a single conference within the respective levels.  The following criteria will be used for the conference splits:
I. At all levels below Varsity, when an association has one team at any one division, that team shall be determined to play at the A Level. At the Varsity level that team will be placed in the Junior Varsity division with the ability to petition to Varsity. This exception recognizes that Varsity is our highest competitive league.
II. When an association has two teams at any one division, one team shall be determined to play at the A or Varsity level and the second team will play at the B or Jr. Varsity level.
III. When an association has three teams at any one age group, two teams shall play at the A or Varsity level and one may play at the B or Jr. Varsity level.  
IV. When an association has four teams at any one division, two teams shall be determined to play at the A or Varsity level and two teams will play at the B or Jr. Varsity level.
V. When an association has more than four teams, the determination of levels of these additional teams may be determined by the local association and the SDAHA Board.
VI. If an association has two or more teams playing in the same skill level within a division the team selection must be conducted to yield two teams of equal ability and skill.
i. The SDAHA Executive Board of Directors will review any perceived unbalanced team selections on an annual basis, after the conclusion of a season.
ii. If it is deemed that an association did not do their due diligence to create equal teams, based on ability and skill, within a level.  The SDAHA Board of Directors will determine sanctions for the offending association.
iii. At the Varsity and Jr. Varsity level players may be dual rostered and participate in both Varsity and Jr. Varsity level.  In this age group an Association may not be able to create completely balanced teams if there is an imbalance between the number of Varsity and Jr. Varsity teams within an Association.  This will be factored into a determination.
iv. Sanctions can range from warnings with or without financial punishments up to and including post season playing bans.
VII. No new teams may be added after divisions are set.
VIII. Any association that drops a team after divisions have been established shall drop the team in the lowest division. 
II. Recommended conference splits for levels with multiple conferences
I. Conferences will be called Campbell and Clarke.  (Conference names could be changed if desired)
II. The goal of the conference make up is to balance travel from a mileage basis for all associations competing in the SDAHA.
III. It is recommended the following associations are in each conference;
i. Campbell – Brookings, Fremont, Sioux Center, Sioux Falls 1, Spirit Lake, Brandon, Watertown and Yankton
ii. Clarke – Aberdeen , Huron, Mitchell, Oahe, Rushmore, Sioux Falls 2 and Northern Hills
IV. These conference splits are recommendations and can be adjusted based on total team numbers with the goal to create close to equal team numbers within a division while still balancing travel distance. 
III. League game scheduling
I. This section will outline the recommended schedule for league games
II. The following game count recommendation should be followed by division
i. Peewee/Girls 12U – Recommend scheduling 16-18 league games
ii. Bantam – Recommend scheduling 18-20 league games
iii. Jr. Varsity/Varsity – Recommend scheduling 20-22 games
III. Teams will play an equal number of in conference games against all in conference teams
IV. It is recommended that teams play 2-4 non-conference teams within the league schedule but will be based on the team numbers within each conference
IV. For dual conference levels the top seed from each conference will be declared the conference champion.  
V. For single conference levels the top seed will be declared the league champion.
The following will update the SDAHA Tournament Rules
I. State tournaments will be played as an 8 team bracket tournament
II. When a division/level has less than 8 teams the SDAHA President will determine the state tournament format in conjunction with the hosting location.  
III. For a single conference divisions and levels the top 8 teams will make the state tournament and seeding assigned based on the end of league standings.  All tie breakers will follow tie breaker rules set within this document
IV. For dual conference divisions and levels the top 4 teams from each conference will make the state tournament.  All tie breakers will follow tie breaker rules set within this document
a. Seed 1 of the Clarke conference will play seed 4 of the Campbell conference
b. Seed 2 of the Clarke conference will play seed 3 of the Campbell conference
c. Seed 3 of the Clarke conference will play seed 2 of the Campbell conference
d. Seed 4 of the Clarke conference will play seed 1 of the Campbell conference
e. The higher seed will be the home team for all games

Sam Becher discussed Part A:  
If you have 1 team you play at A level, 2 teams  1 A & 1 B, 3 teams 2 A & 1 B, 4 teams 2 A & 2 B.  There is no C level.  If have multiple teams at one level teams need to be split equal by ability & skill with guidelines around the Executive Board who are the 4 elected board members of SDAHA(President, Vice-president, Treasurer & Secretary).  Another part of this is the conferences to help split up teams.  Discussion on if they did not have enough games in their conference to get to the max number of games recommended, how would they get those games?  Sam informed they could play out of their conference, but those games would not count towards the standings in their conference.  In this conference split there are two teams that are real strong that is mixed in with weak & new teams & the next conference has several strong teams.  Sam informed that the committee worded it so that the board could change those teams on the conferences year to year.  These were just recommendations for the teams in each conference based on travel to help cut down on travel was their primary split & decision making.  He went over State tournament format only 4 teams from each conference would make it to the state tournament for a total of 8 teams & this would be for all league state tournaments.  This is effective for next year, 2017-18 season.  This eliminates the geographic split for Sioux Falls which is listed in 1.G (Metro Areas).  Each association makes up their own criteria for splitting equally by ability & skill level, if they have 2 teams at the same age level.  In this proposal the Executive Board of Directors would police this per VI. Discussion of splitting 2 teams equally:   is that benefiting the kids?  You have a full range of ability & the smaller associations deal with this every year. The petition to move down option is still there.  

Sam informed the board that the difference between Proposal A & B is B states that if you have 3 teams, they would play 1 A & 2 B.  If you have 5 teams, 2 will be A & 3 will be B.  

Motion made by Sam Becher & seconded by Eric Bartels to approve the amendment to Part A of VI.I. to say “The SDAHA Executive Board of Directors will review any perceived unbalanced team selections after the conclusion of league play prior to team parings for state tournament.”
Amended motion passed.

Motion made by Health Larsen & seconded by Vern Burress to approve League Split Proposal Part A as amended.
2 opposed.  Motion carried.

League Split Proposal B
This sub proposal will be to addresses team placement for teams with 3 or more teams in a division.  This separate proposal is intended to help address the issues that arise with the continued petitions to allow associations to play a single A team and two B teams when the numbers have dictated the need for 3 teams.  One of the goals of the state association should be to help drive growth across the state and the issues that arise within locals when they are forced to play two A and 1 B team does not align with this goal.  

For the proposed below; this section would replace sections I.III and I.V of Proposal A if passed.  If Proposal A, above, fails to pass this proposal would replace sections 4.H.III and 4.H.V of the current SDAHA Playing Rules.
I. When an association has three teams at any one division, one team shall be determined to play at the A or Varsity level and the second and third team will play at the B or Jr. Varsity level. 
a. At the Varsity and Jr. Varsity level one Jr. Varsity team will be linked to the single Varsity team to facilitate the dual rostering and floating of players between these teams.  The remaining Jr. Varsity team will not be allowed any players to be dual rostered and float with the Varsity team.
II. When an association has five teams at any one division, two teams shall be determined to play at the A or Varsity level and three teams will play at the B or Jr. Varsity level. An association will be allowed to have the 5th team play a non-league schedule as long as the remaining teams are competitive in their division. Consistent failure to maintain competitive league teams may result in the disallowance of future non-league play.


Sam discussed Part B:
This will affect the associations who have 3 or 5 teams in the same division.  Discussed do we force the even split at the A or B level?  What is best for the kids, association & state of SD?  If you were a large association you would want 1 A team & 2 B teams, but the majority of the associations in this state are not big in numbers, so what is best for the State?  Discussion on why Sioux Falls should still have the geo split? Some reasons that were brought up:  Sioux Falls numbers for each split are similar to other similar sized programs throughout the state association.  Bryan Kouri stated it doesn’t since talent does not follow geographic split.  The majority of their talent in the program will always fall on the west side.  Several board members asked why not make the geographic split North n South?  How are the smaller associations to compete with this?  Sam asked how are we helping our associations to grow & develop these kids is the question we should be asking?  What are we doing as an association to do this & how we can help the smaller associations to get there at a talent level?  Sam said the intent here is to drive hockey in SD to a higher level.  Maybe we don’t have kids leaving because we have more competitive top level teams.  We have kids leaving because they’re going to play more competitive hockey.  This is trying to get it all on an even base, drive that true A level to true A.  B level is developmental.  That is what this committee is trying to do with this Part B. Tom Hitchcock is wondering why we vote to play down when we should vote to play up.  We should only have a Varsity State tournament, Bantam A State tournament & PW A State tournament.  All the other associations should be asking to play up, but he can see both sides.  

Motion made by Sam Becher seconded by Jeff Scheel to amend I.a which is to state in the last sentence “The Jr. Varsity level will not be able to split equally when there is an odd number.”
Further discussion:  Question was asked would the two B teams be split equal?  Sam responded yes even at the JV level & how does the floating work?  Tony can see this at Varsity level, but not at the Bantam & PW level.  He would like to see this proposal state that.  
Vote: 9 yes & 4 no.  Amended motion passed.

Motion made by Jeff Scheel seconded by John Sievert to approve League Split Proposal Part B as amended.
Vote:  5 yes & 8 no.  Part B denied.
******************************************************************************************************************
Proposal #4:  Playing Rules/administration rule 1D
   		Date:  ______9/3/2016_____________
· Please indicate which playing rule or by-law you wish to add, amend or replace: 
D. Varsity/Jr. Varsity - Within SDAHA league play, a varsity/jr. varsity format will be used. 
For each scheduled SDAHA league game, each association shall field a varsity and a jr. varsity team, each comprised of no more than 20 eligible players from their respective SDAHA varsity rosters. SDAHA will provide league schedules and team standings/statistics for all league levels, and individual statistics for any youth varsity television coverage. Games played outside of SDAHA league play must be played with teams registered in accordance with USA Hockey, Inc.
I. Throughout the season, the varsity coach will “freeze” 10 varsity players for each Jr. Varsity and Varsity regular season league game.  These may be different players for each game, but must be always be a total of 10 players.  
II. The names of these frozen players will be clearly designated on the JV score sheets for those games and they may not play the Jr. Varsity game being played on that date.
III. For the Jr. Varsity State Tournaments, each varsity coach must designate which 10 players will be designated “varsity only” prior to the Jr. Varsity State Tournament.  Those 10 players may not participate in the Jr. Varsity State Tournament.
IV. For girls Jr. Varsity and Varsity team, to the extent this rule would cause a Jr. Varsity girls team to play with less than 11 players, this rule does not apply and that team shall freeze whatever number of girl players are in excess of the 11 players.(9/2013)
· Please write the rule as you wish to amend/add it, using different color print and crossing out portions of the playing rule you wish changed/removed:
D. Varsity/Jr. Varsity - Within SDAHA league play, a varsity/jr. varsity format will be used. 
For each scheduled SDAHA league game, each association shall field a varsity and a jr. varsity team, each comprised of no more than 20 eligible players from their respective SDAHA varsity rosters. SDAHA will provide league schedules and team standings/statistics for all league levels, and individual statistics for any youth varsity television coverage. Games played outside of SDAHA league play must be played with teams registered in accordance with USA Hockey, Inc.
V. Throughout the season, the varsity coach will “freeze” 10 varsity players for each Jr. Varsity and Varsity regular season league game.  These may be different players for each game, but must be always be a total of 10 players.  
VI. The names of these frozen players will be clearly designated on the JV score sheets for those games and they may not play the Jr. Varsity game being played on that date.
VII. For the Jr. Varsity State Tournaments, each varsity coach must designate which 10 players will be designated “varsity only” prior to the Jr. Varsity State Tournament.  Those 10 players may not participate in the Jr. Varsity State Tournament.
VIII. If an association has 40 or more Youth Varsity and Junior Varsity players, the Varsity coach must lock the entire Varsity team prior to the Jr.Varsity State Tournament.  Those Varsity players may not participate in the Jr. Varsity State Tournament.
IX. For girls Jr. Varsity and Varsity team, to the extent this rule would cause a Jr. Varsity girls team to play with less than 11 players, this rule does not apply and that team shall freeze whatever number of girl players are in excess of the 11 players.(9/2013)
· Please explain why you wish to add or amend the rule:
· This will help eliminate the issue of a member association not fielding a true Youth Junior Varsity team for the state tournament.
SUBMITTER NAME/Association: 		Heath Larson – Yankton

Heath withdrew proposal.
******************************************************************************************************************

Proposal #5:  Tournament rules

	Date:  ______9/3/2016_____________
· Please indicate which playing rule or by-law you wish to add, amend or replace: 

Tournament rules - Section 1, part E

· If amending or replacing, please write the rule as it is currently  worded:
· Please write the rule as you wish to amend/add it, using different color print and crossing out portions of the playing rule you wish changed/removed:

For ANY state tournament, the host association must be located in South Dakota.
· Please explain why you wish to add or amend the rule:

With new associations coming on board, keeping our identity as a South Dakota organization is critical.  Having state tournaments at all age levels hosted in South Dakota is practical.  Getting Referees to travel out of state for these tournaments is also a concern as well.
SUBMITTER NAME/Association: 		Heath Larson - Yankton

Heath went over reasoning for this proposal would like to see all the State Tournaments stay in SD.  Dan informed the board our current rule only states our Varsity tournament is to be held in SD & the rest are set up on a rotation basis.  Heath was concerned about the referees having to travel into other states with this rule it might be easier travel if State Tournaments were in the state.  Discussion from other members the refs already travel so this would not make any difference.  Question was asked would there be enough ice time in SD to hold each State Tournament?  SD could hold all State Tournaments.  Dan spoke the teams that are from out of state are part of our league & these are league tournaments so this should not be an issue.  Rhonda asked when do the new associations join the rotation? Possibly after the 2 years when they become a voting member they are put into the rotation.  Hotels are a concern in the smaller towns to hold a state tournament.
No action.  
***********************************************************************
The last 2 proposals are only to be considered if the committee’s proposal does not pass – these would allow for an 8 team state tournament and conference play within a division with 10 or more teams…which are the main points of the proposal. 
Proposal #6:  Tournament Rules
 Date:  ______9/3/2016____
Please use a separate form for each proposal.  Additional pages may be used.
· Please indicate which playing rule or by-law you wish to add, amend or replace: 
Tournament rules - Section 1, part D
· If amending or replacing, please write the rule as it is currently  worded:
D. For the boys varsity state tournament, if there are more than 8 teams, there will be play-in games to reduce the number of teams competing in the state tournament to 8 teams. Time and site of the play in games will be determined by the SDAHA president
· Please write the rule as you wish to amend/add it, using different color print and crossing out portions of the playing rule you wish changed/removed:
For ANY state tournament, if there are more than 8 teams, only the top 8 teams will qualify for the state tournament at any age division.  The top 8 teams in an age Division will be determined by page 8 Section 6, Part B.
· Please explain why you wish to add or amend the rule:
This would eliminate play in games and alleviate the stress of hosting a 13-14 team tournament (or more) going forward.  It would allow for the best 8 teams based on league play to move forward.
SUBMITTER NAME/Association: 		Heath Larson - Yankton
*****************************************************************************************************
Proposal #7:  Playing Rules 4H
Date:  ______9/3/2016_____________
· Please indicate which playing rule or by-law you wish to add, amend or replace: 
page 2 letter I section 1
· If amending or replacing, please write the rule as it is currently  worded:
H. (Effective 4/2014)  If there more than 20 teams in the peewee and/or bantam leagues, they shall be divided into 3 Divisions (A, B and C).  If there are less than 21 teams at a division level and for all Jr. Varsity and Varsity teams, the previous approved 2013 rule shall be used.  All previously approved date deadlines shall still apply to all levels.
I. Numbers of teams in each Division     
a. One-third of the teams (rounding down) shall be in an A Division as described in League Division Assignment Criteria.
b. One-third of the teams (rounding up) shall be in a C Division as described in League Division Assignment Criteria.
c. All remaining teams shall be in a B Division.
· Please write the rule as you wish to amend/add it, using different color print and crossing out portions of the playing rule you wish changed/removed:
I. (Effective 4/2014)  If there more than 20 teams in the peewee and/or bantam leagues, they shall be divided into 3 Divisions (A, B and C).  If there are less than 21 teams at a division level and for all Jr. Varsity and Varsity teams, the previous approved 2013 rule shall be used.  All previously approved date deadlines shall still apply to all levels.
II. Numbers of teams in each Division     
d. One-third of the teams (rounding down) shall be in an A Division as described in League Division Assignment Criteria.
e. One-third of the teams (rounding up) shall be in a C Division as described in League Division Assignment Criteria.
f. All remaining teams shall be in a B Division.
ADD –  G.	 If a Division has 10 or more teams, the SDAHA board may divide the Division, mainly based by mileage, into 2 conferences.  
· Please explain why you wish to add or amend the rule:
It would be beneficial for scheduling and travel distances to allow larger groups of teams in an age Division to be able to limit travel while still being able to get the games needed to play.  This addition would allow for conference play, if enough teams were in a particular age division.
SUBMITTER NAME/Association: 		Heath Larson - Yankton

Heath withdrew Proposal #6 & #7 since Proposal #3 Part A Passed.
******************************************************************************************************************
Proposal #8 Referee Systems and Compensation (SDHOA)
Cade spoke on behalf of the referees association.  He informed the board everything stays the same for compensation except there is an adjustment to PW/12U pay & ref system.  He read the proposal listed below.  Dane’s notes:  The idea is to balance out the pay during the regular season so we can do a 4 man at Varsity when possible, provide more instructions & developmental at PW for younger officials & utilize vested refs at State tournaments.  PWs are currently getting $55.00 per game would drop that to $45 & have 2 man instead of 3 at the PW level.  This would save money at the PW level then institute the 4 man ref system  at Varsity & also at JV as long as the JV game are linked to the Varsity.  Cade feels 2 man system at PW would be good for developmental, but would not put 2 young refs together would like to see a Senior ref with a younger one.  The board would like to see the current pay scale & system used at each level currently so they know what the difference would be.  Dan pointed out SDAHA voted at the Spring meeting to use the 3 man system for all levels except Girls Varsity & Girls JV would stay the same.  The 2 man would be used for the others except for the State Tournament at the Varsity level where the 4 man system would be used.  Per our rules this cannot be voted on for another 2 years.  
No Action.


[image: ]
Proposal #9 Pre-Game Protocol (SDHOA)-see below
Cade spoke on behalf of the referees association.  They wanted to make sure the protocol is followed by all associations.  Dan informed Cade that these are already in the playing rules.  The referees are the ones who manage the time & if the associations are not following these playing rules, the refs need to take charge & drop the puck right away so they can stay on time & if that means no names are announced or just the 5 starters that is the way it needs to be.  Need to communicate this with the scorers so they know what to do.  The refs need to get acclimated with the States playing rules, but communicate this with the scorekeepers.  Board gives the refs permission to enforce the playing rules that SDAHA have.  Discussion on time for BJV games 17 min change to 15 min.  The board would like to have input from the coaches before making any of these changes.  As Dan pointed out OT would be making a change to our playing rules as well as all these other proposals.  Dan asked the board if anyone wanted to take action on this proposal.  
No action.
[image: ]
Conclusion:  Dan asked the members to go back to their association & look for someone who would fit the Grow the Game Representative at the State level & to represent us at the District level also.

Nominations for SDAHA President & SDAHA Secretary are to be given to Tom Hitchcock, Nominating committee.  Both these positions are up at the conclusion of the Spring, 2017 meeting.  

Spring meeting will be held in Huron, date & time TBD.
Dan thanked all for coming & looks forward to an exciting season.  

 Sam Becher motioned to adjourn meeting, 2nd by Eric Bartels .  Meeting adjourned.



Attachments Follow:
SDAHA Finances 
Risk Manager Report
Player Development Report – Rob Kittay
New Business “E”
New Buisness “F”
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Risk Manager Report - Dawn Magee
If you are a registered USA Hockey member and you are injured while participating in a USA Hockey sanctioned activity, follow these procedures:
· Step 1: At the hospital or doctor’s office, always provide them with your individual, employer health plan, union plan, etc., information as your primary plan. 
· The USAH plan requires that treatment following an injury must occur within 30 days from the injury date.
· Step 2: The Next Business Day: Call your local program Registrar to request a claim form, or if you do not know who to call locally, please call USA Hockey at 800 566 3288, x123. If you have no other insurance, then your USAH plan will be the primary plan with a $3,500 deductible. 
· DO NOT DELAY getting a claim form or submitting to K&K Insurance. The policy has a timely filing provision and you do not want to jeopardize your claim by not filing within the required time. Upon receipt of your claim, we send an acknowledgement letter and highlights of the coverage/limitations of the plan. By filing your claim after your injury, you are made aware of this information early. DO NOT WAIT UNTIL YOUR PRIMARY INSURANCE HAS COMPLETELY FINISHED YOUR CLAIM BEFORE SENDING IN YOUR USAH CLAIM FORM.
· Make sure your claim form has been signed in the appropriate  places by the appropriate designated persons.
· Make sure your claim form is submitted along with documentation of your USAH membership.
· ONLY CLAIMS ARISING FROM A USAH SANCTIONED ACTIVITY WILL BE HONORED.
· Step 3: Upon receipt of your acknowledgment letter from K & K you should provide the hospital or doctor’s office with your USA Hockey plan information as your secondary plan. 
· By giving all of the medical providers both your primary and secondary information, they will automatically send us the proper itemized medical bill and your primary insurance Explanation of Benefits (EOB), thereby, removing this responsibility from you of collecting the proper information to send with your USAH claim. By following this instruction, your K & K claim administrator will be able to contact the medical providers to request information without being told they cannot release anything to us because we are not on file with them.
· Whether provided by the medical provider or directly from you, medical bills must be in an itemized format with dates of service, diagnosis codes, and procedure codes.
· If submitting as a secondary claim, each itemized bill must be accompanied by your primary insurance Explanation of Benefits (EOB), whether this is provided by the medical provider or by yourself.
· If you have paid any of your medical expenses, please indicate that clearly on the medical bills so that payment will be sent to you.
IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT YOUR CLAIM AFTER IT HAS BEEN FILED: Call K&K Insurance at 800/237-2917, Option 1.
Catastrophic Injury:
Catastrophic injury insurance provides $2,000,000 insurance for a seriously injured member’s medical, dental or rehabilitation expenses which are greater than $50,000 (which is the policy’s deductible). An important policy benefit is the provision of case management/assistance services. To report a catastrophic injury contact your District Risk Manager.
Description of Coverage The Catastrophic Injury Insurance coverage provides up to $2,000,000 of benefits to an eligible, insured person, during their lifetime, subject to satisfying the policy’s $50,000 deductible, within a two year period, for losses due to a catastrophic injury in excess of any other valid and collectible insurance.
Who is an Insured Person? All registered members of USA Hockey, including players, coaches or officials when participating in a sanctioned event. The coverage may also extend to volunteer members of USA Hockey, but only while they are acting within the scope of their direct responsibilities on behalf of USA Hockey.
What is a Covered Event? A competition, game or event which is sponsored or sanctioned by USA Hockey or its affiliated associations, and includes pre-competition activities and practice sessions, which are authorized, organized and supervised by the team’s coach or other adult designated by the team’s coach to supervise and coordinate such practice activities. The competition and practice sessions will be comprised of players, coaches and officials that are registered with USA Hockey and the players and coaches will be on a registered team. Travel to or from practice sessions is excluded.
What is a Catastrophic Injury? An injury that is sustained by an insured person during participation in a sanctioned event or covered activity, including: • While participating in a sanctioned event, or performing directly assigned duties in connection with a sanctioned event; or • While traveling as a team to and from the location of a sanctioned game; or • While the insured person is engaged in an activity or on travel that is authorized by USA Hockey’s National Staff, during a temporary stay at the location of a sanctioned event; and • Which results in a bodily injury to the insured person, who incurs a minimum of $50,000 (or more) of medical or dental (or a combination of these) expenses, (hereafter called the deductible) which is expended within two (2) years from the date of the covered accident.
Catastrophic Injury Benefits • Medical and Dental Expense — A $2,000,000 lifetime limit of benefits per accident, which may pay up to 100% of reasonable, customary and medically-necessary covered expenses. Losses of this nature should be immediately reported to the District Risk Manager.
The SafeSport Training and Refresher Training are each valid for two (2) seasons.  Thus, if you took the training during the 2014-15 season, it was valid for the 2014-15 and 2015-16 seasons and you will need to complete the SafeSport Refresher course for this 2016-17 season.  The link is on the USA Hockey website under Safety.
I attended the USA Hockey Annual Congress in June and the following information was shared.
SafeSport Training thru 5/31/16, we had 370 coaches with 348 that did the training giving us a 94%.  We had 85 referees with 80 completing the training giving us a 94%.  In the Others category we have 125 and only 53 doing the training giving us a 59%.  
SafeSport violations for the 2015-16 season in some categories were more than previous years with reports of physical abuse and bullying being the predominate infractions.  
Currently the SafeSport Manuel is still a work in draft form.  Two drafts were brought before the group.  The first one is a letter explaining SafeSport to the hockey parent, and the second is a Consideration Before Filing a SafeSport Report explaining the procedure.  
We are also currently working on a 4 levels  to identify a range of sanctions and a baseline for the penalty to be served.  These levels would be 1-4 with 1 being the lowest to 4 being the most severe.  They would be identified example: Bullying- single incident, level 2- pattern, level 3- previously disciplined but continues, level 4- repeated physical aggression at an individual.  The group will then have a baseline of possible penalties for the individual to be assessed.  
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